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THE HISTORIE OF 
'CAIUS C^SAR CALIGULA 

1 

fPRMANICUS father of Caius Ctesar, sonne 
of Drusus and Antonia*, no sooner was 
adopted by his Unkle TiberiuB, but forth- 
with he bare the office of Questureship five 
yeeres before hec miglit by the I^awes*", 
and after it, the Ckinsulate ^ And being 
sent into Germanie to the Annie, when 
upon newes brought of Augustus death, 
the Legions all throughout stoode out most stifly and refused 
Tiberius for their Emperour, oft'ring unto him the absolute 
gOT-emment of the State (whether their constant resolution 
or kindc affection herein were greater it is hard to say) he 
Ntikled and repressed them, yea and soon after having sub- 
dued the enemie, triumphed. After this, being created 
Consul the second time, and driven forth perforce * °, (before 
he entred into that honorable place) to compose the troubles 
ajid to quiet the State in the East parts : when hee had 
deposed ' the King of Armenia, and brought Cappadocia 
into the forme of a Province, in the S* yeere of his age, he 
died of a long disease at Antiochia, not without suspition of 
poison. For, besides the blackish and swert spots which 
were to beseene all over his body, and the frothie slime that 
ranne forth at his mouth, his heart also (after he was burnt,) 

' Dftnghlcr of Antonius the Triumvir, liy Oclavia, Augustus sister. 

" Urinaria. ' 7 yeeres n/ter. ' From the loid armie, wherewith he was 
acquainied. ' Deiecisut. 
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THE HISTORIE OF 

CAIUS they found among the bones all sound and not consumed : 
'A w'^n^* the nature whereof is thought to be such, that if it bee in- 
CALIGULA fgpt;gj ^^^^^ poyson, it checkes all fire and cannot possibly 
bee burnt. 



But, as tlie opinion of the world went, his death con- 
trived by the wicked plot of Tiberius, was effected by the 
ministerie and helpe of Cn. Piso : who about the same time 
being President of Syria, and not disainiuling that hee was 
to offend either father or sonne ' {as if there were no other 
remedle but needes he must so doe) made no spore, but 
beyond all measure dealt with Germanicus (sicke as hee was) 
most rigorously, both in word and deede. For which, so 
soone as he was returned to Rome, hee had like to have 
beene pulled in peeces by the people : and by the Senate 
condemned he was to die. 



It is for certaine knowne and confessed, that there were 
in Germanicus all good parts and gifts as well of body as 
mind : and those in such measure, as never to any man befell 
the like : to wit, for shew full of passing beauty, favour and 
feature, with strength and valour answerable thereto: and for 
wit excellently well seene in eloquence and learning of both 
kinds ^: the very attractive object, he was of singular benevo- 
lence *, endowed with a wonderfull grace and effectuall desire 
to win mens favour and deserve their love. The onely defect 
that he had in his making and personage, were his slender 
shankes: and yet the same also by little and little became 
replenished with continuall riding on horseback * after his 
meate ". Many a time wounded hee his enemie in close fight 
hand to hand. He pleaded causes of great importance, even 
as touching the Decree of Triumph ^. And among other 

' Tiberius himsclfe, or Germanicus his adopted sonne. ' Greeke and 
LAtine. ' The good wil and affection of men, counted among the gifts of 
fortune. ' For they used then no stirrops and therefore the bloud and 
hnmourswolddeseend to the legges. ' Trium/'ia/e ; some iea.de Trtum- 
pkalis, as if he gave not over pleading when he had triumphed, or received 
triumphal] Omamenls. 
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monuments of his studies he left behind him in Greeke, CAIU8 
Comiedies also. Both at home and ahroad civile ^ he was, in ^ *-^5^ . 
so much as he would goe to free and confederate Cities with- 
out any Lictors ^. Where ever he knew any Sepulchers of 
brave and worthy men to be, there hia use was to offer unto 
their ghosts. Being purposed to enterre in one tombe the 
olde reliqiies and bones dispersed of those that were slaine 
in that great overthrow with Varus, he first gave the assay 
with his owne hand to gather and carie them together into 
one place. Moreover, to his slaunderers and backbiters {if 
he bghted upon them), of what quality so ever the persons 
were, or how great cause lo ever they gave, so milde, so 
remisse and harmelesse hee was : that notwithstanding Fiso 
re%ersed and canciled his Decrees, plagued and persecuted a 
long time his Dependants, yet could he not findc in his 
heart to be angry with him, before he had for certaine 
knownc, that hee attempted his person with poysons and 
sorcerous execrations : and even tlien verily, hee proceeded 
no farther against him, but, more maiortim to renounce all 
fiiendshippe witli him, and to give his domesticall friendes 
in charge to bee revenged, if ought happened to himselfe 
otherwise than well. 



Of these vertues hee reaped most plentifull friiite ; so liked 
and loved of his kinsfoike and friendes, (for I let passe all 
other affinities and acquaintance of his) ns that Augustus 
after hee had continued a long time in suspence, whether he 
Ehould ordaine him for his Successor or no, recommended 
him at length unto Tiberius for to be adopted : so highly 
favoured of the Common people, as that many doe report 
and write, whensoever hee came unto a place or departed 
from thence, divers times by reason of the multitude flock- 
ing to meete him and to beare him companie, he endangered 
his owne life in the preasse. As he returned out of Germanie, 
after the suppressing of seditious tumults and mutinies there, 
all the Pnctorian cohorts every one went out to encounter 
1 upon the way : albeit warning was given before hand by 
' SerEcints or officers. 
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procIaniEition, That no more than twayne of them should 
goe forth. But as for the people of Rome, of all sexes, ages, 
and degrees, they ran out by heapcs to meet him xx miles 
from Rome. 

^ J 

Howbeit, farre greater, aud more assured testimoniw of " 
mens judgement touching him appeared at, and after his 
death, l^e very day wherein he left this life, the temples * 
were pelted with stones * : the altars of the Gods cast downe : 
the Domestical! Lares^y by some flung out of dores into 
the street ; yea, and new-borne babes of wedded parents 
throwne forth to be destroied ". And, that which more is, 
the report goeth, that the very Barbarians, notwithstand- 
ing they were at variance ana civill warre among them- 
selves, yea and had taken armes against us, yet, as it were in 
some domesticall and common sorrow ^, agreed all to make 
truce and a cessation of armes for a time. Some of their 
Princes also and Potentates, to declare their extraordinarie 
mourning and regret, did cut off their owne beards and 
shaved their wives heads. Yea, the very King of Kings "^ 
himselfe, gave over his exercise of hunting : and dissolved 
the Societie of his great Peeres and Princes at his table : j 
which among the Parthians is as much as a Law-steed '"'. I 



At Rome verily, when as the Citie upon the first rumour 
of his sicknesse, in amazednes and heavie chere expected the 
messengers that came after ; and all of a suddainc in the 
evening the voice went currant, (although the Authors were 
unknowne,) that now at length he was recovered : running 
there was every where from all parts with lights* and sacri- 
fices* into the Capitoll: yea the very dores of the temple 
were like to have been burst open, that nothing might &t&aA 
in their way and hinder them, so desirous and earnestly bent 
with joy to pay their vowes. In so much as Tiberius was 

^ Or, the iinages of the Gods within Ihe temples. * Touchinn ihen all 
and every one privally. ■ Al Rome, i'. a stay of all Courts aod Pleas, in 
token at a publick sorrow. ' Torches, Tapcis, etc ' Which they b»A 
made, pro salute Gerniama, i. for the heillb and welfare of Gennaniciu. 
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awakened out of his sleepe with the shoutes and voices of C.AIt'H 
the people rejoycing, and from every side with one accord CiESAR 
resounding this Note, 

Saiva Roma, saiva I'atria, lalvtu eat Germameiu. 

Safe 18 Rome, safe is our Country, safe is Germaaicus. 

hen uow at the last it was kiiowne abroad that he 
was departed this life, the publick sorrow by no comfortable 
words nor edicts and proclamations could be repressed, but 
continued still even all the festivall daies of the moneth 
December*. His glory and the misse of him thus deceased, 
was much augmented also by the outrages of the times 
CDBuing: whiles all men were of opinion (and not without 
good reason) that the fiercenesse of Tiberius which soone 
after brake forth, was held in and kept downe hy the 
reverent respect and feare that he had of him. 



He wedded Agrippina, daughter to M, Agrippa and Julia : 
by whom he hadnine children : of which faire issue twaine 
being yet Infants were taken away by untimely Death : one 
died when he was now waxen a joUy boy, passing full of 
lovely mirth and prety taike; whose counterfait in the 
habite of Cupid, Livia^ dedicated in the Chappell of Venus 
Capitolina : and the same Augustus was wont to kisse while 
it stood in his bed-chamber, so often as he entred into it. 
The rest survived their father : three of the female sex, 
Agrippina, Drusilla and Livia, borne all one after another 
in the space of three yeeres : likewise as many male children, 
\ero, Druaus and Cains Caesar. As for Nero and Drusus, the 

late upon imputations laid by Tiberius, judged them to 
»emies unto the State. 



8 Cssar was borne the day next preceding the Calends 

■September ', when his Father and C. Ponteius Capito were 

isule. The place of his Nativitie, by the disagreement of 

ters, is left uncertaine. On, Lentulus Gatulicus writeth, 

I Augusta. ' The last of Auj^ust. 
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that hee was borne at Tibur : Plinius Secundus, within the 
Country of the Treviri, in a towne called Ambiatinum', upon 
the very Confluents'. For evidence and proofe whereof nee 
farther saith, that certaine Altars are there ,to be seene 
carying this Inscription, 'For the child-birtli and dcliverie 
of Agrippina^' But these verses following, divulged soone 
after that he came to be Emperour, do plainly shew, that 
borne he was in the very Camp, where the Legions wintered. 



In eatlrit natua patriU nuMtut in armi 
lam designali principit, omen eral. 
Borne in the Camp, in Fathers warres with souldjou 
A eigne, that then ordaiu'd he wbb an Emp'rour fo 



IS he; 



I my selfe do iind among the Records, that Antium was 
the place of his birth, Plinie refelleth GetuUcus, as if he 
made a lie by way of flattery, because to the praise of a 
young and glorious Prince, hee would fetch some argument 
and matter even out of a Citie consecrated to Hercules : and 
was the bolder, as he saith to abuse the said Lie, for that, 
indeede, a yeere almost before, Germanicus had a sonne 
borne at Tibur, named likewise Caius Ciesar: of whose 
amiable childhood and untimely death we have spoken 
before. And as to Plinie htmselfe, confuted he is by the 
Calculation of the times. For, they who have recorded the 
Acts of Augustus doe all agree, that Germanicus was sent 
into Germanie after the time of his Consulship expired, 
when as Caius was already borne. Neither can the Inscrip- 
tion of the Altar one jote make good his opinion : consider- 
ing that Agripj)ina was delivered of daughters twice in that 
Country. And what child-birth so ever it was, without 
respect and diflereiice of ses, called it is Pnerjierinm : for 
that in old time folk used to name little girles also PuertE, 
like as little boyes Puellr. There is besides, an Epistle of 
Augustus written, not many moneths before he died unto 
Agrippina his Niece as touching this Caius, (for there was 
not now living any other Infant of the like name) in these 
wordes ; ' I have no longer agoe than yesterday taken order 
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TWELVE CAESARS 

witii TaUrius and Asellius, that with the leave of God they 
bring the boy Caius upon the 15 day before the Calends of 
June'. I send besides with hitn of mine owne servants a 
Fhysidan whom Germaniciis (as I have written unto him) 
msT if he will retaine and keepe with him still. Farewell 
my Agrippina and endeavour to come well and in health to 
thy Germanicus." It appeareth I suppose sufficiently that 
Cuus could not in that place be borne, unto which he was 
conveied from Rome not bi?forc he was well-neere two yeares 
old. And as for those verses, these selfe same evidences 
likewise discredite them ; and the rather, because they have 
no Author. We are to follow therefore the onely authority 
that remaineth, of the Records and publick Instrument : 
seeing especially that Caius evermore preferred Antium 
before all other retiring places, and loved it no otherwise 
than his native soile : yea, and by report, was fully minded 
once (upon a tedious wearinesse that he had of Rome City), 
to transferre thither even the very seat and habitation of 
the Empire. 



CAIOS 

C^SAR 

CALIGULA J 



He gat his surname Caligula by occasion of a merry word 
taken up in the Camp, because he was brought up there in 
the habit of an ordinarie and common souldiour among the 
rest*. With whom, how much besides he was able to doe in 
love and favour by meanes of his education and daily feeding 
with them, was most of all knowne ; when after the death of 
Augustus, he onely (no doubt) with his very sight and pre- 
sence quieted them % what time they were in an uprore and at 
the very point of furious outrage. For they ceased not to 
mutinie, untill they perceived that he was about to be sent 
out of the way for danger of the sedition, and appointed to 
the next City adjoyning. Then and not before, turning to 
^nwntance, they staled and held back his coach, and so by 

wer averted the displeasure that was toward them. 



! accompanied his Father also in the Expedition into 
I tS of May. ' lie was Ihen but a child, about 3 or 4 yeeres old. 
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Syria : from whence being returned, first hee abode in 
house with his Mother : and after that shee was banished 
and sent away, hee remained with his great Grandmother 
Livia Augusta : whom deceased hee praised in a funerall 
Oration at the Rostra, when hee was as yet but a very youth 
in his Prmtexta : and then removed he to his Grandmother 
Antonia. From her in tlie twentieth yeere of his age hee 
was sent for to Caprese by Tiberius, and upon one and the 
selfe same day, he did on his virile gowne ' and withall cut 
the first downe of his beard, without any honourable 
solemnitie, such as his brethren before him had at their 
Commencements. Heere, notwithstanding hee was tempted 
by all the deceitfuU traines that they could devise, who 
would have drawne and forced him to quarrels, yet gave bee 
never any occasion, having rased out and quite forgotten the 
fall and calamity of his mother, brethren and neere friends, 
as if nothing had befallen to any of them : passing over atl 
those abuses which himselfe had endured with incredible dis- 
simulation : so obsequious and double diligent besides, to his 
Grandfather and those about him, that of him it was said 
and not witliout good cause, ' A better servant and a worse 
Master there never was '.' j 

11 ' 

Howbeit, the cruell disposition and villainous nature of 
his owne, hee could not even then bridle and hold in: but 
both at all castigations and punishments of such as were de- 
livered over to execution, most willing he was to be present : 
and abo would haunt Tavemes and Brothel -houses, mens 
wives also suspected for adulteric, going about from place to 
place disguised under a peruke of false hairc % and in a side 
(womans) garment : yea, and most studiously gave his minde 
to leame the artificiall feate of dauncing and singing upon 
the Stage. And verily Tiberius was well content to winke 
heereat and suffer all, if haply thereby his fierce and savage 
nature might have been mollified and become tractable. 
Which the old man (as he was a Prince right prudent and 
one most quick of sent) had foreseene well enough long 
' Pa^sieniis was Lhe Author of this Apophthegm. 
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before : in so much as divers times he gave out and said 

openly. That Caius lived to the destruction of him and , 

them all ; likewise, That he cherished and brought up a CAUGULA . 

verie Natrir^. which is a kind of Serpent, for the people of 

Rome, and another Phaethon ^ to the whole world. 

IS 
Not long after, he took to wife Junia ClaudiUa*, the 
daughter of M. Silanus a right noble gentleman. And then, 
beine nominated to succeede Augur in the roume of his 
brother Drusus, before his investure and installation therein, 
be wris advanced to the sacerdotall dignitie of a Pontifie^; a 
notable testimotue of his pietie, and towardncsse, when ob 
the royall line and imperial Court beeing desolate and 
destitute of all other belpes *, Sejanus also suspected and 
soone after overthrowne, he should thus by small degrees 
arise to the hope of succession in the Empire. Which hope, 
the rather to confirme, after his wife aforesaid Junia was 
dead in childbirth, he sollicitcd unto filthie wantonnesse 
dame Ennia the wife of Ntevius Macro °, then captaine of the 
guard and Pretorian cohorts : having promi.sed her manage 
also, in case he ever attained to the Empire : and for assur- 
ance hereof he bound it with an oath and a bill of his owne 
hand. By her meanes being insinuated once into the inward 
acquaintance of Macro ^, hee attempted, as some thinkc, 
Tiberius with poison: and whiles he was yet living, but 
labouring for life, commanded his ring ' to be pluckeiT from 
hia finger : but perceiving, that he gave -some suspicion of 
holding it fast, hee caused a pillow to be forced upon his 
mouth, and so with his owne hands stifled and strangled 
him : yea, and when his freed-man ^ made an outcrie at this 
cruel] and horrible act, be gave order immediatlv to crucifie 
him. And verily this soundeth to truth, considering there 
bee some Authors who write, That himselfe afterwards 

' Commonlj' taken for a water snake. - For Claudia : as Livilli for 
Una. after his ordinary maner, lo name women Hypokeristicos, by iheir 
DiminniJTes. ' A Bishop. * Issew Male, except himself, nnd Tiberius 
4 Terj child the sonn of Drusus. " Enniam, Navii Macronis. ' Who 
■toogbi the fall of Sejanus. ' Signet. ' Tiberius freed-mon. 
2:B 9 
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professed, if not the murder done, yet at lestwise his inten- 
tion, one day to doe it. For, hee made his boast continually, 
LIGULA ^J^ reporting his owne pietie, That to revenge the death of 
his Mother and brethren, hee entred with a dagger^ into 
Tiberius bed-chamber whiles he lay asleepe ; and yet upon 
meere pittie and commiseration bethought himselfe, flung 
away the weapon and so went backe againe. Neither durst 
Tiberius although hee had an inkling and intelligence of his 
designment, make anic inquisition at all of the matter or 
proceede to revenge. 

" I 

Thus having obtained the Empire he procured unto tbe'l 
people of Rome, or (as I may so say) to all mankind their 
hearts desire: being a prince of all that ever were, most 
wished for of the gieatest part of provinciall Nations and of 
the souldiors, because most of them had known him an 
infant : and generally of the whole comminalty of Rome, in 
remembrance of his father Germanicus, and upon compassion 
they took of that house in manner ruinate and extinct. As 
he removed therfore from Misenum, albeit he was clad in 
mourning weed and reverently did attend the corps of 
Tiberius, yet went he among the attars, sacrifices and burn- 
ing torches' in a most thick throng and joifuU traineof such 
as met him on the way : who beside other hickie and for- 
tunate names called him Sidu.'!, i. their starre, Pullum, i. 
their chick, Pupum, i. their babe, and Alumnum, i. their 
nurceling. j 

u I 

No sooner was he entred into the citie of Rome, but in- 
continently with consent of the senate and the multitude 
rushing into the Curia, after they had annulled the wil of 
Tiberius, who in his testament had adjoyncd coheire unto 
him another of his Nephews under age", and as yet in bis 
pretexta, permitted he was alone, to have the fu! and 
absolute power of all, and that with such an universal joy, 
that in three moneths space next ensuing and those not fully 
' Rapier or spud. - Tiberius the son of Drusus. 

10 



TWELVE CjESARS 

expired, there were by report above 160000 Beastes slaine CATtlS 
for sacrifice- After this, when as witliin some fewe dayes ^^V^f,^^. 
be passed over by the water but to the next Hands of CALIGULA 
Campania, vowes were made for his safe retume ; and no 
man there was who did let slip the least oceasion ofPred, to 
testifie what pensive care he tooke, as touching his heaJth 
and safetie. But so soone as he was once fallen sicke, they 
all kept watch by night about the Fallace : neither wanted 
some, who vowed to fight armed to the very outrance for his 
life thus lying sicke, yea and devoted their verie Uves for 
him if hee recovered ^ ', professing no lesse in written bils set 
uppe in publike places. To this surpassing love of his owne 
Citizens and Countrie men, was adjoyned the notable favour 
also of forainc states. For, Artabanus King of the Parthians, 
professing alwaies his hatred and contempt of Tiberius, 
sought of his owne accord to him for amitie : yea he came in 
person to a conference with one of his legates (or Lieu- 
tenants) that had beene Consul, and passing over Euphrates, 
adored the Ms]es* and other militarie ensignes of the 
Bomaines, as also the Images of the Ciesars. 



11 Horns 
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imselfe also enkindled and set more on fire the affections 
of men by all manner of popularitie. When he had with 
many a teare praised Tiberius in a funerall Oration before 
the bodte of tne people, and performed the complement 
of his obsequies most honorably, forthwith he hastened, to 
Pandataria and Pontic, for to translate from thence the 
ashes of his mother and brother, and that in foule and tem- 
pestuous wether, to the end that his pietie and kindnes might 
the more be seene. And being come to their reliques, very 
devoutly hiuiselfe with his owne hands bestowed them in seve- 
rall pitchers. And with no lesse shewe in pagent wise, having 
wafted them first to Ostia with a flag (or streamer) pitched 
in the poupe or steme of a galley guided by two rankes of 
Oares and so foorth to Rome up the Tiber, by the ministerie 
worshipfull gentlemen of Rome : he conveighed 
X] lay down IbeLi owne lives. ' The maine slstidards. 
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them within two Fercules (or frames) devised for the purpose 
into the Mausoleum, even at noone day when people were 
assembled there in great frequencie. In memoriall likewise 
of them he ordained jcerely dirges and sacrifices to be per- 
formed with religious devotion to their ghosts by the whole 
Cittie. And more then that, he instituted for his mother 
solemn games within the Cirque ; and a sacred Chariot 
withal wherin her Image to the ful proportion of her bodie 
should be carried in the pompe. But in remembrance of his 
father he called the moneth September, Gemiaoicus. These 
ceremoniall duties done, by vertue of one sole Act of the 
Senate, he heaped upon his grand-mother Antonia whatso- 
ever honours Livia Augusta had received in her whole time. 
His Unkle Claudius, a knight of Rome untill that time and 
no better, he assumed unto him for his Colleaeue in the 
Consulship. His brother Tiberius ^ he adoptecT the verie 
day that he put on his Virile gownc, and stiled him Prince 
of the youth. As touching his sisters, bee caused in all Oaths 
this clause to be annexed^, 'Neither shall I prise my selfe 
and children more deere, than I do Caius and his sisters.' 
Item, he ordained that in mooving and propounding of 
matters by the Consuls unto the Senatours, they should 
begin in this form, Quod bonum, etc., i. That which may be 
to the good and happie estate of Caius Ciesar and his sisters, 
etc In the semblable veine of popularitie, he restored all 
those that had beene condemned, confined and exiled, yea he 
freely dispensed with them, pardoning whatsoever crimes or 
imputations remained still behinde from before time*. All 
the bookes and registers pertaining to the causes of his 
mother and brethren, because no informer or witnesse should 
aflerwardes neede to feare, he brought together^ into the 
Forum : where protesting before hand, and calling the Gods 
to record with a lowd voice, that he had neither red ought 
nor medled once therewith, he burnt them. A certaine 

Eamphlet presented imto him concerning his life and safety, 
e received not, but stood upon this point. That he had 

• His cosin germaine, for such are called brethren. ' The forme of oih, 
that any man tooke. ' As we say, from the beginnLng of Ihe world lo this 
d»T. * CcHvaltt. 
13 
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done nothing wherefore he should be odious to any person : CAIUS 
savine withall. That he had no eares open for informers and C^SAR 
T^e-beare^. CAUGULA 

16 
_'he Spintria?, inventers of monstrous formes in perpetrat- 
g filthie lust, he expelled forth of Home, being hardly and 
with much ado intreated not to drown them in the deepe 
sea. The writings of Titus Labienus, Cordus Cremutius and 
Cassius Severus, which had beene called in and abolished by 
divers Acts of the Senate, he suiTered to be sought out 
againe, to be in mens hands extant, and usually to be red : 
seeing that it concerned him principally and stood him upon 
most, to have all actions and deedes delivered unto post«ritie. 
The Breviarie of the Empire, that by Augustus had beene 
wont to bee proposed openly, but was by Tiberius intermitted, 
he published. Unto the Magistrates he granted free Juris- 
diction, and that there might be no appealing to himselfe. 
The Grentrie and knighthood of Rome he reviewed with 
severity and great prccisenesse : yet not without some mo- 
deration of his hand. Hee openly tooke from them their 
horses', in whome was found any foule reproch or igno- 
minie : as for those, who were culpable in smaller matters, 
liee onely passed over their names in reading the Holl. To 
the ende, that the Judges might bee eased of their labour, 
unto the foure former decuries hee added a fifth. Hee gave 
the attempt likewise to bring up againe the auncient manner 
of Elections, and to restore unto tne people their free voices. 
The legacies due by the laat will and testament of Augustus 
(although the same was abolished) r asalaoofLivia Augusta, 
which Tiberius had suppressed, he caused faithfully and with- 
out fraud to be tendred and fully paide. The exaction called 
Z>wcenteJima°'of all bargaines and sales, he remitted through- 
out Italie- The losses that many a man had sustained by 
fire he supplied : and if to any princes he restored their 
kingdomes, hee adjoyned withall the fruiete and profits also 
of their rents, customes and imposts growing to the Crowne 
' I the middle time between : as namely, unto Antiochus 
• Ttiblike horses of service. ' Some read Centeamam, 
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Comagenus who had been confiscate and fined in an hundred 
miliians of Sesterces. And that he might the rather be 
reputed a favourer of all good examples, bee gave unto a 
woman, (by condition a. libertine) 800000 Sesterces ', for that 
she being under most grievous and dolorous torments, con- 
cealed yet and would not to die for it, utter a wicked fact 
committed by her Patron. For which things, among other 
honours done unto him there was decreed for him a shield of 
golde *■, which upon a certaine day everie yeare, the coUedges 
of the Priestes shoulde bring into the Capitoll, with the 
Senate accompanying them, and Noble mens children as well 
boyes as girles, singing the praises of his vertues in musicall 
verse tuned sweetely in meeter. Moreover, there passed a 
decree, that the day on which hee beganne his Empire 
should be called Palilia''t imploying thereby, as it were a 
second foundation of tlie Cittie. 

17 
A.U.C. 790, He bare foure Consulships : the first, from the Calends of 
79'. 793. 794- Julie for ii. monethes : the second from the Calends of Janu- 
arie, for 30 dayes : the third unto the Ides of Januarie ; and 
the fourth unto the seventh day before the said Ides *, Of 
all these, the ii, last he held joyntly together. The third, 
he alone entred upon at Lions ^ : not, as some deeme, upon 

Eride or negligence : but because, beine absent, he could not 
ave knowledge that his Colleague died just against the very 
day of the Calends. He gave a largesse * to the people twice, jL 
to wit, 300 sesterces to them a peece, and a most plenteous - 
dinner he made as oft unto the Senate and degree of gentle- 
men, as also to the wives and children of them both. In the 
latter dinner of the twaine, he dealt over and above, among 
the men garments to be worne abroad : unto the women and 
children, gardes welts ^ or laces, of purple and violet colour. 
And to the ende, he might augment the publike joy of the 
Cittie with perpetuitic also, hee annexed unto the feast 
Saturnalia one daye more, and named the same JuvenaJU. 

' Oitingmla ttiltrlia. Some read dloginla : i. Soooo, and thii cammeth 
newer lo (he tiuth. ' The sevenlh ot Januarie. * In France. ' Coa- 
giaritm. ' Faycias : some expound these to be ribbands, garteis and gorgets. 
11 
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set foorth games of Sword -fencers, partly in the , 
Amphitheater of Taiinis, and partly within the Septa in ' 
Mars feiid, into the which he inserted and brought in, cer- 
taine troupes of African and Campane Champions to skirmish 
by companies : even the very best, selected out of both Coun- 
tries. Neither was he alwaies himselfe president at these 
solemnities and publike shewes, but otherwhiles enjoined tlie 
Magistrates or else his freinds to take the charge of presi- 
deiicie. As for stage plaies, he exhibited them continually 
in diverse places and in sundrie sorts : once alio in the night 
season, burning lights throughout the Cittie. He skattered 
likewise and flung (among the common people) missils', of 
many and sundry kinds to skamble for : ana dealt man by 
man, panicrs with ^landes therein. At which feasting, to 
a certaine gentleman of Rome who over against him plyed 
bis chawes full merily, and fedde right hartily with a greedie 
stomacke, he sent his owne part: as also to a Senatour for 
the same cause, his letters patents, wherein he declared him 
estraordinarily, Fnetour. He represented besides, many 
Cirq-games, which held from mome to even : interposing 
one while, the baiting of Panthers'; another while the 
Troie-justing and Turnament. But some especiall sports 
there were above the rest, and then the Cirq-place was laide 
all over with vermillion and Borax Mineral!^: where none 
but of Senatours degree ruled and drave the Chariots. Some 
also he put foorth upon a sodaine, namely when as be beheld 
from out of the house Gelotiana, the preparation and furni- 
ture of the Cirque, some few from the next open galleries 
Jfittying out**, called unto him for the same. 
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Furthermore, he devised a new kind of sight, and sucb as 
never was hearde of before. For, over the middle Space* 
between Bais and the huge piles or danimes at Puteoli con. 
taiuing three miles and 600 paces well neere, hee made a 



* Miisilia, small gifts. * Ot Leopards. 
B. An ume of the lea. 
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bridge : having gotten together from all parts ships of 1 
burden, and placed them in a duple course at Anchor, with 
a banke of earth cast thereupon, direct and straight after 
the fashion of the high way Appia. Uppon this bridge he 
passed to and fro for two dayes together : the first day 
mounted on a courser richly trapped, himselfe inost_ brave 
and goodly to be scene with a chaplet of Oke-brances : armed 
with a battaile axe, a light targuet and a sword, clad also in 
a cloke of gold : the morrow alter he appeared in the hahit 
of a Chariotier, ryding in a chariot drawne with two goodly 
steedes of an excellent race : carrying before him Darius a 
boye, one of the Parthian hostages with a traine of the 
Praetorian souldiers marching after in battaile raie : and 
accompanied with the Cohort of his minions in British 
wagons '. Most men I wotc well, are of opinion that Caius 
invented such a kind of bridge, in emulation of Xerxes, who 
not without the wonder of the worid, made a bridge of 
planks over Hellesponte an arme of the Sea, somewhat 
narrower than this : others, that by a bniite blazed abroad 
of some huge and monstrous peece of worke, hee might 
tcrrilie Germanic and Britaine, upon which countries hee 
meant to make warre. But I remember well that beeing a 
boy, I heard my Grandfather report and tell the cause of 
this worke, as it was delivered by his owne Courtcours, who 
were more inward with him than the rest : namely, that 
Thrasyllus the great Astrologer assured Tiberius when hee 
was troubled in minde about his successour, and more en- 
clined to his naturall and lawful! nephew - indeede by lineall 
descent. That Caius should no more become Eraperour than 
able to runne a course to and fro on horse-baclie, through 
the gulfe of Baife. 



I 



He set forth shewes also even in forraine parts, to wit in 
Sicilie at Saracose, the games called Acliaci^: likewise at 
Lions in Fraunce, playes of a mixt nature and argument : as 
also a solemne contention for the prise in Eloquence both 
> Eiiatit, Belg^ck or French. * Tiberius, Ihe sonne of Dnisus Tiberius 
the Emperors son. ' Some read Uastutt, hs running at tilt. 
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eelte and Latine. In which tryall of maisteriefi, the report 
goeth, that those who were foiled and overcome, conferred 
rewards upon the winners, yea and were forced to make com- 
positions in their praise. But looke who did worst, they 
were commanded to wipe out their owne writings, either 
with a spunge or els with their tongues, unlesse they would 

^^use rather to be chastized with ferulars or els to he ducked 

^^K head and eares in the next river *. 
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The buildings left halfe undone by Tiberius, namely, the , 
Temple of Augustus, and the Theatre of Pompeius, he ^ 
finished. He Iwgan moreover a conduict in the Tiburtine 
temtorie : and an Amphitheatre neere unto the Enclosure 
called Septa : of the two works, the one* was ended by hia 
successor Claudius, the other was forlet and given over quite. 
The wals at Saracose by the injurie of time decaied and fallen 
downe were by him reedified : and the temples of the gods 
there, repaired. Hee had fully purposed also to build anew 
the jMlace of Polycrates at Samos : to finish Apolloes temple 
called Didymcum at Miletum : as also to found and build a 
Cittie upon the top of the Alpea : but before all, to dig 
through the Isthmus in Achaia : and thither had he sent 
alreadie one of purpose, who had beene a principall Captaine 
of a Cohort in the Vaward, to take measure of the worke. 



^^Bius 

^^^% as c 
I ■umames 



lus farre forth as of a Prince : now forward, relate we 
as of a Monster. Having assumed into his Stile many 
for called he was Plus, i. kind : Castrorum JUtus, 
t, the Sonne of the camp : Pater e.rercituum, i. Father of 
hosts : and Optimum Mcurimtts Casar, i. the moat gracious 
and mightie Ciesar^, when he hapned to heare certaine 
Kings* (who were come into the Cittie for to do their 
duties and to salute him) contend as they sate with him at 

' JtMataniis Xiesne, * The conduicl. ' Usurping she Altribules of 
Jnpitei. * Agrippa and Antiocbus. 

2:0 17 



THE HISTORIE OF 

supper, about the Nobilitie of their birth and parentage, 1 
cryed foorth 

One Soveraigne Lord, one King let there be • : 

and there lacked not much but that presently he had taken 
the Diademc upon him and converted wholly the shew of 
Empire, into the forme of a Kinedome ' ''. But beuig told 
that he was mounted alreadie aDove the hcigth and state 
both of Emperours and also of Kings ', thereupon from that - 
time forward hee began to challenge unto himselfe a divine 
Majestic : and having given order and commission, that the 
images of the gods, which either for devout worship done 
unto thera, or for curious workemanship scene upon them, 
excelled the rest, (among which was that of Jupiter Olimpi- 
cus) should bee brought out of Greece unto Rome, that when 
their heads were taken of, ho might set his owne in the 
place': he enlarged Hm Palatlum* a.nd set out one part therof 
as far as to the forum. Transfiguring likewise and turning 
the Temple of Castor and Pollux into a porch or entrie *, 
he stood manie times in the middle between the said two 
gods, brethren, and so exhibited himselfe to be adored of all 
comers. And some there were who saluted him by the name 
of Jupiter Latialis, Moreover he ordained a Temple pecu- 
liarly appropriate to his owne godhead, as also priests and 
most exquisite Osts°. In his saide Temple stood his owne 
image all of gold, lively portraied and expressing his full 
proportion : the which was daily clad with the hke vesture 
as himselfe wore. The masterships of the priest-hood by 
him instituted, the richest men that were, every time of 
vacancie purchased : such as made greatest suite and offered 
most therefore. The Osts or sacrifices aforesaid were these 
foulcB, Phojnicopteri *, Peacocks, Tetraones '', NumidicK ", 
Meleagrides ' and Phesants ^, and those to be sorted by 
their kinds ; and so every day killed. And verily, his usual! 
manner was in the night to call unto the Moone when she 



■ Under Cscsats. * PrittHpui 
Priiteifis. • The portraict anr 
Palace in ihat Mounl, that stood i 
' Sacrifices. 
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was at full and shining bright out for to come and ly with 
him in his armes : but in the day time, he talked iecretly and 
apart with Jupiter Capitolinus : one while by whispering and 
rounding one another in the earc, otherwhiles speaking more 
lowde and not without chiding : for he was heard in threat- 
ning wise to utter these words, Et's -yalav ^avauv ■rrepaio ire, I 
will remove and translate thee into the lande of the Greeks : 
untill such time as being intreated (according as he tolde the 
tale himsclfe) and invited first by him for to cohabite, he 
made a bridge over the temple of Augustus of sacred meraorie, 
and so ioyned the Palaliiim and Capitol together'. And 
soone after, to the end that he might be nearer unto him 
hee layed the foundation of a newe house in the voide base- 
court of the CapitoU. 

23 
Hee could in no wise abide to be cither reputed or named 
the nephew of Agrippa by reason of his base and obscure 
paren^ge: yea and angrie hee would be, in case anie man 
dther in Oration or Verse inserted him ^ among the images 
of the Ccesars. But he gave it out openly, that his owne 
mother^ was begotten by incest which Augustus committed 
irith his owne daughter Julia. And not content with this 
infiunous imputation of Augustus, the Actiack and Sicilian * 
victories by him atchievetl, hee streightly forbad to be cele- 
brated yeerely withsolemne holidaies,aGbeeingunluckieand 
hurtfull to the people of Rome. As for Livia Augusta his 
great Grand- mother, he called her ever and anon UHsses in a 
icomans habite : yea and in a eertaine Epistle unto the Senate 
he was so bold as to lay unto her, Ignobility* as descended 
from a Decurian of Fundi" who was her Grandsire by the 
mothers side, whereas it is evident and eertaine by publick 
records that Aufidius Lingo ^ bare honourable Offices in 
_Rome. When his Grandame Antonia^ requested secret 
e with him, he denied her, unlesse Macro Capitaine 

I the Capitol). 
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CAIDS of the Guard might come in betweene to heare their talke. 
C^SAB And so, by such indignities and discontentments as these, 
CALIGULA jjgp ^33 ^fjg cause of her death : and yet, as some thinke, 
~ he gave her poison withall. Neither when shee was dead 

daigned hee her any honour, but out of his dining chamber 
beheld her funerall Hre as it was burning. His brother 
Tiberius he surprised suddainly at unwares, sending a Tri- 
bune of Souldiours, who rushed in upon him and so slew 
him". Likewise Si Ian us ' his Fatlier in law hee forced to 
death, even to cut his owne throate with a Ilazour, picking 
quarrels to them botit and finding these causes : to wit, that 
the one^ followed him not when bee tooke sea beeing very 
rough and much troubled, but staied behind in hope to seize 
the Citie of Rome into his owne hands, if ought hapned but 
well unto him by occasion of tempests: the other ^ smelled 
strongly of a Preservative or Antidote, as if hee had taken 
the same to prevent his poisons. Whereas, in very truth 
Silauus avoided thereby the unsufferable paine of being Sea- 
sick and the grievous trouble of sayliug : and Tiberius for a 
continuall cough that grew still upon him used a medicine. 
For, his Unkle Claudius he reserved for nothing else but to 
make him his laughing-stock. 

With all his sisters, hee used ordinarily to be naught: 
and at any great feast hee placed evermore one or other of 
them by turnes beneath himselfe, while his wife sat above. 
Of these sisters (as it is verily thought) he defloured Dru- 
ailla being a virgin, when himselfe also was yet under age 
and a very boy : yea, and one time above the rest hee was 
found in bed with her and taken in the manner by his 
Grandmother Antonia, in whose house they were brought 
up both together. Afterwards also when shee was bestowed 
in manage upon Lucius Cassius Longinus, a man of Con- 
sularc degree, hee tooke her from him and kept her openly, 
as if shee had beene his owne lawfull wife. Also when he 
lay sicke, he ordained her to be both heire of all his goods 
mus. • Tiberius. * Hia 
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and Siiccessour also in the Empire. For the same sister 
deceased, hee proclaimed a general! cessation of Law' in 
all Courts, During which time, a capitall crime it was for 
anj man to have laughed, bathed, or supped together with 
parents, wife or children. And being impatient of this 
sorrow, when hee was fled suddainly and by night out of the 
Citie, and had passed all over Campania, to Saracose hee 
went; and so from thence returned speedily againe with 
his beard and haire of head overgrowne. Neither at any 
time e*er after, in making a speech before the people or to 
his Souldiours concerning any matters were they never so 
weighty woultl hee aweare otherwise than by the name of 
DrusiUa^. The rest of his sisters, (Livia and Agrippina) hee 
loved neither with so tender affection nor so good respect, 
as whom he oftentimes prostituted and offred to be abused 
by his own stale catamites. So much the more easily there- 
fore condemned he them in the case of j4i'milius Lepidus, as 
adulteresses and privie to his treasons and waite-layings 
addressed against his person. Aiid he not onely divulged 
the hand-writings which were sought out by guile and 
adulteries, but also consecrated unto Mars Kevenger those 
three daggers preparetl for his death ^, with a title over 
them, coDteining tjie cause of his so doing. 



rAs for his mariages, a man may hardly disccme, whether 
hee contracted, dissolved, or held them still w' ' 
honesty. Livia OrestiUa, what time she was wedded unto 
C, Piso, himselfe (being one who came in person to the 
Solemnization of the mariage) cotnmaunded to be brought 
home unto him as his owne wife : and having within few dales 
cast her off, two yecres after he banished and sent her away ; 
because in the middle time betweeue, shee was thought 
to have had the company* againe of her former husband. 

' To iignifie s solemne roourning. ' Ptr mr/Hoi, some reade Numtn, i. 
tbe godhead oi divine power : for he equalled her wllh Venus, nnd coin- 
■UQDdcd that she thould be woishippcJ as a Goddcsse ; uid as Dion writetli, 
BBined ahe was Panlhea, and women were compelled to sweare by her, as by 
Juno. * By them, (o wil Lepidus and his iwo aislers : or by him, for their 
* Or sought againe for the company, elc. rtfttiitH. 
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Some report, that being an invited guest at the Nuptiall 
supper, ne charged Piso sitting over against him, in these 
termes, 'Sirra, see you sit not too close unto my wife': and 
so, presentlv had her away with him from the table ; and 
the next day published by Proclamation, That bee had 
met with a manage after the example of Romulus and 
Augustus*. As touching Lollia Paulina maried already to 
C. Memmius, a man of Consular degree and ruler of Armies : 
uppon mention made of her Grandmother as the most beau- 
tifull Lady in her time, he all of a suddaine sent and called 
her home out of the Province ^ : and taking her perforce 
from her husband, wedded lier and shortly turned her away : 
forbidding her straightly for ever the use of any mans body 
whatsoever. Caesonia, for no speciall beauty and favour of 
her owne above others, nor yet because she was in the flower 
of her youth, {considering shee had beene the mother already 
of three daughters by another man) : but onely for that shee 
was a most lascivious woman and of unsatiahle lust he lovedj 
with more ardent affection and constancie: in so much 
many a time he would shew her to his Souldioiu^ in her 
haire, clad in a Souldiours Cassocke^ with a light Target 
and an helmet riding close unto him ; but to his friends, 
starke naked also^. When she brought him a childe*, hee 
vouchsafed her then, the name of his wife and not before ; 
professing and making it knowne, that in one and the selfe 
same day, he was become both her husband and also father of 
the Infant of her body borne. This babe he named Junia 
Drusilla: whom hee caried about with him through the 
temples of all the Goddesses, and bestowed at length in the 
lap of Minerva ^ recommending it to her for to be nourished, 
brought up and taught. Neither had hee any surer signe 
and evidence to believe she was his owne and of his naturall 
seede conceived, than her curstnesse and shrewdneaso: and 
that qualitie had shee even then at the first, in such measu 
as that with her perilous fingers shee would not sticke 

J Where she was with het husband aforesaid. ' .Shorte clonke or horse-fl 
mans coats chlamydc. ° Like as Candnules King of Lydia, d 
friend Gyget. * A daughter. ' Goddesse of good arts and 
Vii^l, BperuiH Aaudipiara MiHtrv^. 
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lay st the face anil eyes of other small Children playing 
together with her. 

26 
\"anitie it were and meere folly, to adjoine hereunto, how 
he served his kinsfoike and friends, to wit PtolemEeus K. 
Jubaea son and his owne cousin german' (for hee also was 
the Nephew of AI. Antonius by his daughter Selena ■ :) hut 
especially Macro himselfe, yea and Ennia likewise, who were 
hi§ chiefe helpers and advanced him to the Empire. All 
of them, in right of their neere affinity, and in consideration 
of their good deserts were highly rewarded, even witli bloudy 
death. No more respective was hee one whit of the Senate, 
nor dealt in gentler wise with them : some, after they had 
home the highest honours, hee suffred to runne by his 
Wagon ■ side in their gownes for certaine miles together : 
and as he sat at supper, to stand waiting one while at the 
bead, another while at the foote of the table, girt with a 
white linnen towell about them. Others, whom hee had 
secretly murdred, he continued never the lessc calling for, 
as if they were alive ; giving it out most untruly some few 
daies after, that they had wilfully made themselves away. 
The Consuls had forgot by chaunce to publish by proclama- 
tion his Birth-day; for which, hee deprived them of their 
magistracie ; and so for three daies space the Common-wealth 
was without the soveraine authoritie ''. His owne Qucstour, 
who hapned to be nominated in a conspiracic against him, 
hee caused to be scourged ; and the cloathes out of which 
liee was stripped to be put under the Souldiours feete, that 
they might stand more steedily whiles they were whipping 
him. In semblable pride ann violence hee handled other 
States and degrees of Citizens. Seeing disquieted with the 
stirre and noise that they kept, who hy midnight tooke up 
their standings in the Cirque*, which cost them nothing, 
hee drave them all away with cudgels : in which tumult and 
hurliburly, there were twenty Knights of Rome and above, 
crowded and crushed to death, as many matrones and wives 
also, besides an infinite number of the common multitude. 
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At the Stage Plaies, being minded to sow discord, and 
minister occasion of quarrell betweene the Commons and 
Gentlemen of Rome : he gave his Tallies ' forth sooner than 
ordinarie": to the end iha.t the Kg uestria^ might be pos- 
sessed afore-hand even by the basest Commonei's that came. 
At the sword-fight, he other whiles commaimded the Cur- 
taioes to be folded up and drawne together, during the 
most parching heate of the sunne: and forbad that anv 
person should be letforth^: and then, removing and send- 
mg quite away the ordinarie furniture of shewes provided 
to make pastime, he put forth unto the people for to behold, 
poore wild-beasts and carian-leane, to bee baited : the basest 
sword-fencers also and worne with age, to combat : yea, and 
appointed housholders* such as were of quality and well 
knowne, but yet noted for some speciall feeblenesse and 
imperfection of body to goe under the Peffmes^^ and carie 
them. And divers times hee brouglif a dearth and famine 
among the people, by shutting up the garners and Store- 
houses from them. 
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leltie of his nature he shewed by these examples 
most of all. When Cattell which were to feede wilde beasta 
prepared for baiting, grew to be sold very deere, he ap- 
pointed malefac tours found guilty to be slaughtered for that 
purpose. And in taking the review of Gaoles and prisonera 
therein, as they were sorted according to their offences: he, 
without once looking upon the title and cause of their 
imprisonment, standing only within a gallerie, commaunded 
al m the mids, a calvo ad calvum'"^, i. from one bald-pate to 
another, to be led forth to execution. He exacted of him 
the performance of a vow, who bad promised to doe his 
devoir in publick sword-fight for the recoverie of his health: 
and him he beheld fighting at sharpe : neither dismissed be 

' Or Tickets. ' Koomes and sextes in the Theater appointed for the 
Gentlemen. ■ Emilli, some read amiciri, i. to be covered with Hat, 
veile, bonet of Bongiace against the sunne. * i. Citizens. ' Fegmatis, 
in the dulive case, or frames for Pageants. " /nduxil. ' Midm, a 
fflAw ad cahum. 
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him before he was victour, and after many prayers. Another 
there was, who for the same cause had vowed to die. This 
man being not very forward to pay his vow, bee caused to 
be dight with sacred hearbs, and adorned with Infules i, like 
a sacrifice: and so delivered him into the hands of boyes: 
who calling hard upon him for the discharge of his vow, 
should course and drive him through the streets of the City, 
until! he were throwne headlong downe the steepe Rampier *. 
Many honest Citizens of good calling and estate, after he 
had first disfigured with markes of branding yrons, he con- 
demned to dig in mines, and to make high-waies, or to 
encounter with beasts : or kept them creeping with all foure 
like brute beasts within a cage for the nonce : or else slit 
tbem through the mids with a sawc. And those whom hee 
thus served, were not all of them guilty of any grievous 
offences: but sufficient it was, if they had a base conceits 
and spake but meanly of some shew that he exhibited: 
or because they had never swome stoutly by his Genius ' ''. 
Parents he forced to be present at the execution of their 
owne children. And when one Father excused himselfe by 
reason of sicknesse, hee sent a Licter for him : another of 
them iramediatly after the heavic spectacle of his sonne put 
to death, he invited to his own bourd " ; made him great 
cheere, and by all manner of courtesie provoked him to 
jocondnessc and mirth. The Maister of bis sword-fights and 
beaat baitings, he caused for certaine daies together to be 
beaten with chaincs " in his owne sight : but killed him not 
quite, before himselfe could no longer abide the stench of 
his braine by this time putrified. A Poet, the Author of 
JtellatK Enlerhulcf, for a verse that he made implying a 
jest, which might be doubly taken, he burnt at a stake in 
the very middle shew-place of the Amphitheatre. A Gen- 
tleman of Rome, whom he had cast before wild beasts, 
when he cried out, that he was innocent, he commaunded 

' Ribbands. ' Of Tarquinius, as some thinke. • These Genii are 
of 1. middle e&Knce, belweene men and Gods, called thetefore, Medioxttmi. 
It tignifielh heie, the Diemon, Tulel.ir angel or spirit of tlie Prince. For the 
mineiof the Romainea wis in flattering wise, thus lo swenie, as also by Ihe 
bdth, the life, the honour of their Emperours. 
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to be brought back : and after hee had cut out his tongue, 
sent him among them againe, (to fight for his life or to be 



Having recalled one from exile which had been loi 
banished, lie demaunded of him, what he was wont to 
there, who made answere thus by way of flatterie, 
praicd,' quoth he, 'to the Gods alwaies that Tiberius* (as 
now it is come to passe) might perish, and you become 
Emperour.' Hereupon Caligula weening that those whom 
he had banished praied likewise for his death, sent about 
into the Ilands^, to kill them ever>' one. Being desirous to 
have a Senatour tome and mangled peecemeale, he suborned 
certaine of purpose, who all on a suddaine as he entred 
into the Curia, should call him enemie to the State, and so 
lay violent hands upon him : and when they had with their 
writing yrons " all to pricked and stabbed him, deliver him 
over to the rest, for to be dismembred and cut in peeces 
accordingly. Neither was hee satisfied, untill he saw the 
mans limmes, joints and inwards drawne along the streetes, 
and piled all on an lieape together before him. 






His deeds moat horrible as they were, hee augmented 
with as cruell words. His saying was. That he commended 
and approved in his owne nature nothing more, than (to use 
his own terme) adiatrepsian, i. immoveable rigour. Wlien 
his Grandmother Antonia seemed to give him some admoni- 
tion, he (as though it were not enough to disobey her), 'Go 
to dame," quoth he, ' remember I may do what I wil against 
all persons whomsoever.' Being minded to kill his owne 
brother, whom for foare of poison he imagined to lie fortified 
afore-hand with Preservatives ' ; ' What,' quoth he, ' is there 
any Antidote against Ctesar?" When he had banished his 
sisters, he threatned them in these tcrmes, saying, Tliat 
hee had not Hands" onely at commaund but swords also. 
' Who had banished him. ' Where Ihey were wont to live banished. 
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A certaine Citizen of Pretour's degree, desired oftentimes CAIUft 
from the retiring place where he waa at Anticyra "', (into C^SAR 
which Isle he went for his health sake) to have his licence CALIGULAJ 
continued \ But hee gave order he should be killed out- 
right : adding these words therewith, that Bloud-letting 
was necessary for him, who in so long time had found no 
good by Hellebor*. Once every ten daies, his manner was 
to subscribe and write downc a certaine number out of the 
Gaole to be executed, and said withall, That hee cast up 
his reckonings, and cleared the booke of accompts. When 
hee had at one time condemned a sort of French-men and 
Greekes together, hee made his boast that he had subdued 
GallogTEecia *. 

30 
He would not lightly permit any to sufler death, but 
after many strokes given and tliose very softly, with this 
rule and precept evermore, which now became rife and well 
knowne, 'Strike so*, as they may feele that they are dying,' 
Hee executed on a time one whom he had not appointed to 
die, by error onely and mistaking his name : ' But it makes 
no matter," quoth he, 'for even he also hath deserved death." 
This speech of the Tyrant* out of a Tragtedie, hee often 
repeated, Oderint diim metuant, i. ' Let them hate me so they 
feare me.' Many a time hee inveighed bitterly against all 
the Senatours at once, as the Dependants and adhi«rcnts of 
Sejanus, or the Informers against his mother and brethren ; 
bringing forth those evidences which hee had made semblance 
before were burnt: and therewith excused and justified the 
cruelty of Tiberius as necessary : seeing he could not other- 
wise chuse but beleeve so many that made presentments unto 
him. The degree of Gentlemen he railed at continually, as 
devoted wholly to the Stage and shew-place. Being highly 
displeased upon a time with the multitude favouring as they 
did the contrary faction' to his®, 'Would God,' quoth he, 
'that the people of Rome had but one neck." And when 

• By letters oi friends Ihal he made. '' Renewed. ' i. By purging. 
* A Nation tnixt of French and Greekes. ' Ita ftri, etc. * Alrcus. 
' Of Charioticn. * For he bvoured the gteene Liverie. 
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CAIPS Tetriniiis Latro' was by them called for to fight at sharpe 
n^^^u \ ^^ said, That they also who called for him were Tetrinii^ 
CAUGULA j,^^py Qijg 1^ fortuned that five of these Retiarii % fighting 
in their single eoates, and together by companies*, had 
without any combat yeelded themselves as overcome to as 
many other Champions or Fencers called Secutorcs *. Now 
when commaundement was given {by the people) that 
they should be killed, one takes me up his Trout-speare 
againe hito hia hand and slew all the other five who were 
thought the Conquerours, This slaughter he both bewailed 
in au Edict as most cruell, and also cursed them that endured 
to see the sight. , I 

31 * 

Hee was wont moreover to complaine openly of the con- 
dition of his time wherein he livea, as not renowmed by any 
publick calamities: whereas the raigne of Augustus was 
memorable for the overthrow of Varus : that of Tiberius 
ennobled by the fall of scattblds in the Theater at t'idensp. 
As for himselfe, like bee was to be forgotten, (such was the 
prosperity in his dales). And evermore he wished the 
carnace and execution of his armies : Famine, Pestilence, 
and Skarfires, or some opening chinks of the ground. 



Even whiles he was at his recreations and disports, whiles 
he set his mind upon gaming and feasting, the same cruelty 
practised be both in word and deed. Oftentimes as hee sate 
at dinner or banquetted, were serious matters examined in 
his very sight by way of torture : and the Souldiour that had 
the skill and dexterity to behead folke, then and there used 

• Worthy and meet to be put lo swotd.fiehl. ' So named of a uet 
that they used in ftght lo catcb their adveisarie with : (hejf handled also 
a weapon with three lines ot pikes like a Trout-speare. They were 
called Threces. * Grogaltm dimkanlii : for disiinclion of ihose Ihal 
were called MaaomacAi, and imploied in single Gght. ' Otherwise, Mir- 
miilemi. These wete armed, whereas the Rtliariiveic lightly appointed, 
Uld Tuiiicali, traversing their ground nimbly, and seeming olherwhiles 
to flic: whereupon the others took their name, Seculorcs, as following 
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to cut off the heads of auy prisoners iiidifterently without CAIUS 
respect. At Puteoli, when he dedicated the bridge, which CiESAR 
as we noted before, was his owne invention : after hee had CALIGULA 
inrited many unto him from the shore and strond, suddainly 
hee turned them all headlong over the bridge into the water. 
And seeing some of them taking hold of the helmes* for to 
*a»e themselves, he shoovcd and thrust them off, with poles 
and oares into the sea. At a public feast * in Rome, there 
chauoced a servant ^ to pluck-off a thin plate * of silver from 
the table': and for this, immediatly hee delivered him to 
the hang-man for to be executed ; namely to have his hands 
cut off, and hung al^out his neck just before his brest with a 
written Title caried before him declaring the cause of this 
his punishment ; and so to be led round about all the com- 
panies as they sat at meate. One of these Fencers called 
AfirmUhms", comming out of the Fence-schoole plaicd at 
wooden wasters with nim, and there tooke a fall for the 
nonce, and lay along at his fcete ; him he stabbed for his 
labour, with a short yron skeine that hee had : and withall, 
after the solemne manner of Victors, ranne up and downc 
with his garland of Date tree branches. There was a beast 
brought to the Altar ready to be killed for Sacrifice: he 
comes girt in habitc of these Beast-slayers ', and with the 
asc head that he lifted up on high, knocked downe the 
Minister himselfe, who was addressed to cut the said beasts 
throat, and so dashed his bratnes out. At a plenteous feast 
where there was great cheere, he set up all at once an un- 
nieasurable laughter : and when the Consuls who sate just 
by him asked gently and with faire language, Whereat he 
laughed so? *At what else," quoth hee, 'but this. That 
with one nod of my head, I can nave both your throats cut 
immediatly." 
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Among divers and sundry jests and merie conceitcs of 

his, as he stoodc once hard by the image of Jupiter, he 

' For this bridge w^s made of batka. ' A great dinner. * Waiting 
■I the bord. * Or Jeafc. * For tables in those dayes were laid and 
cowcied over with siWer plates. Plin. lib. 33. • Or Siiutarcs, aforesaid. 
' At swrifice. 
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demaunded of Apdles au actour of Tragsedies, whether of 
the twaioe he thought to be the greater and more stately, 
Jupiter or himselfe. And whiles he made some stay ere he 
answered, he all to tare and mangled him with whipping 
cheere, praising ever and anone his voice crying unto him for 
mercy, as passing sweet and pleasant, even when he groned 
also under his lashes. So often as he kissed the neck of wife 
or concubine ', he would say withall, ' As faire and lovely a 
neck as this is, off it shall goe if I doe but speake the word/ 
Moreover, he gave it forth many a time, That he would him- 
selfe fetch out of his wife Ciesonia, though it were with 
Lute- strings ^, what was the reason that he loved her so 
entirely ". 

34 
Neither raged he with lesse envie and spitefull malice, 
than pride and cruelty, against persons, in manner, of all 
times and ages. The Statues of brave and worthy men 
brought by Augustus out of the Capitoll Courtyard for the 
straightnease of the place, into Mars-field, he overthrew and 
cast here and there in such sort, as they could not be set 
up againewith the Titles and Inscriptions whole: forbidding 
that ever after there should be any where Statue or Image 
erected unto any person living, without his advice asked and 
graunt passed. He was of minde also to abolish Homers 
verses : ' For why may not I,' quoth he, ' doe that which 
Plato lawfully did, who banished him' out of the Cittie 
that he framed and ordeined?' The writings likewise 
and images of Virgil and T. Livius, he went within a little 
of remooving out of all libraries. The one ' of these he 
carped, as a man of no witte and verie meanc learning : the 
other*, for his verbositie and negligence in penning his 
Historic. Moreover, as touching Lawiers, (as if he meajot 
to take away all use of their skill and knowledge) he cast 
out these words many times. That he would surely bring it 
to passe, they should be able to give none other answere 
nor councell than according to reason and lequitie', 

' Or Paramour. - By cramping and lorlufing her therewilh. = Being 
ft PoeL * VirEiU. ' Livie. 
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He took from the noblest personages that were, the olJe 
arnies and badges^ of their hoiiBcs: from Torquatus the 
collar': from Cincinuatus the curled lock of haire: and 
^otu Cn. Pompeius*, of an ancient stocke descended, the 
surname of Alagnus belonging to that linage. As for King 
Ptolemeus, (of whom I made report before) when he had 
both sent for him out of his rcalme and also honorably 
intertained him he slewe all of a sodaine, for no other cause 
in the World but for that as he entred into the Theatre to 
see the shewes and games there exhibited, hee perceived him 
to have turned the eyes of all the people upon him, with the 
resplendent brightnesse of his purple cassocke. All such as 
were faire, and caried a thick bush of baire growne long, so 
often as they came in his way, he disfigured by shaving their 
beads all behind. There was one Esius Proculus (whose 
father had beene a principall captaine of the formost cohort) 
for hiH exceeding tall personage and lovely favour withall 
named Colosseros'. Him hee caused sodainly to be pulled 
dowDe from the scaffold where he sat, and to be brought 
into the plaine within the lists: where lie matched him in 
fight with a sword-fenser of that sort which be called 
Threcei^, and afterwards with another, all armed*. Now 
when he had given the foile twice ^ and gotten the upper 
band, he commanded him forthwith to l>e pinniond and 
bound fast, and beiqg put into fouJe and overworne clothes 
to be led round abeut the streets to be shewed unto women, 
and so to have his throat cut in the end. To conclude there 
ymA none of so base and abject condition, nor of so meane 
estate, whose commodities and good parts he depraved not. 
Against the great Prelat stiled by the name K, Nemorenais", 
because he had many ycares already eiij<)yed his sacerdotal! 
dignitie he suborned under hand a comcurrent and adversarie 
mightier than himselfc. When as upon a certaine day of 
publike games ^, there was greater applause and more clapping 

' Or Ensignes. • Or Cheinc. ■' Who aftciwards mBiried the 
dtogbter of Clanditis the Emperour. * Hophmaiha, with shield and 

helmet. * To the Tknx and Heplomachm. " To wit, sword fight. 
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of hands thaa ordinaric at Popius the fenser', maJiuinising 
his slave for joy of tlie fortunate combate which hee haH 
made, he flung out of the Theatre in such hast, that tread- 
ing upon his own gown skirt he came tumbling down the 
staires with his head forward : chafing and fuming, yea and 
crying out tlmt the people of Rome, Lords of all nations, 
yeelded more honour, and that out of a most vaine and 
frivolous occasion unto a snord-fenser, than to consecrated 
Princes, or to himselfe there in personall presence. 



No regard had he of chastitie and cleannesse, eyther in 
himselfe or in others. M. Lepidus Mnester the Pantomime*, 
yea and certain hostages he kept and loved as the speech 
went, by way of reciprocal! commerce in mutuall impurity, 
doing and suffering against kind. Valerius Catullus, a youg 
gentleman descended from a familie of Consuls degree, cora- 

Elained and openly cried out, tliat hee was unnaturally b; 
im abused, and that his verie sides were weried, and tyred 
out with his filthie companie. Over and above the incests 
commited with his owne sisters, and his love so notorious of 
Pirallis that common and prostitute strumpet, there was not 
lightly a dame or wife of anie worship and reputation that 
hee forbare. And those for the most part would he invite 
together with their husbands to supper : and as they passed 
by at his feete, peruse and consider curiously ; taking leasure 
thereto after the maner of those that cheapen and buy 
wares in ouvert market : yea and with his hand chocke 
them under the chin and make them to looke up, if happily 
any of them in modesty and for bashfulnesse held downe 
their faces. And then so often as he listed, out he goes 
from the refection roome, and when he had called her unto 
him apart thatliked him best, hee would within alittle after 
(even whiles the tokens were yet fresh testifying their wanton 
worke) retume: and openly uefore all the companie, eyther 
praise or dispraise her: reckoning up everie good or bad 

* EsscJarie, or Champion (hat use lo jight and play his priEcs out of a 
British or French Chariot called Encdum. - A player counterCdting 
nil paries, and kindes of gesture. 
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part of bodie and action in that brutish businesse. To some CAIDS 

of them, himselfe sent bils of divorsement in the name of C^SAtt 

^^^ their husbands absent, and commanded the same to be set tJALlGULA 

^^^npoD the file and stand in publikc record. 

^^Lid 
1 ham 
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In riotous and wastfuU expense", lie outwent the wits 
ud inventions of all the prodigal spendthrifts that ever 
_ rere; as having devised a new found manner and use of 
baines, together with most strange and monstrous kinds of 
meats and meales : namely, to bath with liote and cold 
ointments ' : to drinke off and quafie most pretious and 
costly pearles dissolved in vinegar : to set upon the bourd 
at feastes loaves of bread and other viands to them before 
his guests, all of golde, saying commonly withall, That a 
man must either be frugall or els Ctesar. Moreover for 
certaine dayes together, he flung and scattered among the 
common people from the Louver of the stately Hall Julin, 
mony in peeces of no meane valew. He built moreover tall 
galliasses of ceder timber'', with poupes and stenies beset 
with precious stones, carving sailes of sundrie colours, con- 
teining in them baines, large galleries, walking places, and 
dining chambers of great receit : with vines also and trees 
bearing apples and other fruit in as much varietie : wherein 
he would sit feasting in the very day time among quires of 
musiciajis and melodious singers, and so saile along the costs 
of Campania. In building of stately Pallaces and mannor 
houses in the countrey he cast aside all rules and orders as one 
desirous to do nothing so much as that which was thought un- 
possible tobedonc. And therfore he laid foundations of piles 
where the sea was most raging and deep withal, and hewed 
rocks of most hard flint and rag : plains also he raised even 
with mountaines and by digging down hill tops levelled 
them equall with the plaines : all with incredible celeritie : 
as punishing those who wrought hut slowly even with death. 
In summ, (and not to reckon up everie thing in particular) 
"lat infinite wealth and masse of Treasure whicn Tiberius 
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CAIUS \ Cteaar left behind him valued at 2700 milUansi of Seste 
f!Pi^M?J ^^^ consumed to nothing, before one whole yeare was goal 



Being exhaust therefore and growen exceeding bare, hmu 
turned his mind to rapine and polling by sundrie and most > 
nice points; of forged calumniation, of sales, of imposts 
and taxes. He affirmed plainely, that those held not by 
lawe and rightfully the freedome of Rome Cittie, whose 
AuncestouTB had obtained the grant thereof in these tearmes, 
to them and titcir posteritie: unlcsse they were sonoes: 
for, by Posteri, i. Posterity, quoth ho, ought to be under- 
stood none beyond this degree of descent. And when the 
Letters-patteots and graunts of Julius and Augustus, (late 
Emperours of sacred mcmorie) were brought forth asevidences, 
be bewailed^ the same as olde, past date and of no validitie. 
Hee charged those also with false valuation and wrong 
certificate of their estates^, unto whom there bad accrued 
afterward (upon what cause soever) any encrease of substance. 
The last willes and testamentes of such as had beene priu- 
cipall Centurions of the formost Cohorts, as many I say, as 
from the beginning of Tiberius Empire, had left neither the 
sayd Tiberius, nor himselfe Heire, he canciled for their un- 
thankfulnesse : of all the rest likewise, he held the wils as 
voide, and of none effect : in cose any person would come 
forth and say, that they purposed and intended, at their 
death to make Ceesar their Heire. Upon which feare that 
hee put men in, beeing now both by unknowen persona unto 
him, nominated Heire among their familiar friends, and also 
by parents among their children, be tearmod them all 
mockers and cousiners, for that after such nuncupative wilt ■ 
they continued stil alive ; and to manie of them be sent J 
certainc dainties* empoisoned. Now such causea aa thess j 
ahove-saidc he heard judicially debated ; having befor* hand 
set downe a certaine rate and summe of money, for the 
raising whereof he sat judicially in Court: and when that 

' Viiits at siMitt millici. 
■ fWftram taM Ctnsm. 
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lame was fully made up, then and not before hee would 
se. And (as he was one who in no wise could abide any 
_ tie delay) be condemned upon u time by vertue of one de- 
finitive sentence above fortie persons, liable to judgement for 
divers and sundry crimes : making his boast witball unto his 
wife Ca«ionia newly wakened out of her sleepe, What a deale 
he had done, while she tooke her noones repose. Having 
published an open port-sale of the residue remaining of 
furniture provided to set out all shews and games, he caused 
the said parcels to be brought forth and sold: setting the 
prices thereof himsetfe and enhaunsing the same to such a 
prick, that some men enforced to buye ccrtaine things at an 
cxtreame and exceeding rate ( whereby they wore empoverished 
and stript of all their goods) cut their owne veines and so 
bled to death. Well knowen it is that whiles Aponiua 
Satuminus tooke a nap and slept among the seats and stauls 
where these salts were held, Caius put the Bedell ^ in mind 
not to let slip and overpasse such an honorable person of 
Prctours degree as he was: considering, quoth he, that 
with his head he had so often nodded and made signes unto 
bim ', and thus taking that occasion, he never rested raising 
|!tbe price whiles he sat and nodded stil, untill there were 
Uiistenod upon the man, (ignorant God wote, altogether of 
- uaj such matter) thirteenc sword-fensers, at nine milHans 
of Sesterces. 
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In Gnule likewise, when be had sould the jewels, oma- 

fncnts, and houshold-stuffe of his sisters^ by htm condemned ; 

■itbeir ser^■ants also and verie children at excessive high 

I prices: finding sweetnesse in the gaine growing thereupon 

and thereby drawen on to proceede in that course, looke 

what furniture belonged to ttie old imperiall Court, hee sent 

tor it all from the Cittie of Rome : for the cariage whereof, 

' . hee tooke up even the passengers wagons that usually were 

Vlkircd, yea the very jades which served mils and backe- 

'lOuses* : in so much, as nianie times there wanted bread in 

^ Livilla nnd 
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Rome: and a number of Termers, such as had matters 
depending in lawe, for that they could not make their 
appearance in Court at their dayes appointed, by absence 
lost their suits. For the selling of which furniture, there 
was no fraude, no guile, no deceitful allurement to be devised 
that he used not : one while checking each one for their 
avarice, and rating them because they were not ashamed to 
be richer than he: otherwhiles making semblance of re- 
pentance, in that he permitted persons to have the buying 
of such things as belongd to the Empire ; intelligence was 
given unto him, that a certainc wealthy and substantiall 
man in tliat province, had paide SOOOOO sesterces unto his 
uHicers (who had the bidding of guests unto his owne table) 
that by some suttle shift, himselfe might be foisted in among 
other guests : neither was he discontented that the honor 
of supping with him was prized so high. The morrow after 
therfore, as this provincial! man was sitting at a publike 

Eortsale, hee sent one of purpose to tender and deliver unto 
ira some frivolous trifle (I wot not what) at the price of 
200000 sesterces ; and withall to say unto him, That take 
a supper he should with Ciesar, as Ji guest invited by his 
owne selfe. J 

40 
He levied and gathered new tributes and imposts, such 
as never were heard of before: at the first by the hands 
of Fublicanes; and afterward (by reason of the excessive 
gaines that came in) by the Centurions and Tribunes of the 
I'retorian cohorts. For he omitted no kind of thing, no 
manner of person, but he imposed some tribute upon them. 
For all cates that were to be solde throughout the Citie, 
there was exacted a certabie taxation and set paiment. For 
actions, for suits, for judgements whersoever commensed or 
drawn in writing, the fortieth part of the whole summe in 
suite went to his share in the name of a tribute : not with- 
out a penaltie, in case anie one were convinced, to have 
eyther growen to composition or given the thing in ques- 
tion. The eighth part of the poore porters and Cariers 
dales-wages : out of the gets also and takings of common 
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strumpets, as much as they earned by once lying with a CAItiS 
man, was payed nomtrie tributi. Moreover to the chapter of p9^5,^5 - 1 
the law, this branch was annexed, that there should bee CAUGULi 
liable to this tribute, not onely the parties themselves that 
by trade of harlotry gat their living, but even they likewise 
who kept houses of bawderie : as also that wedded persons 
slwuld paye for their use of mariage '. 

41 
After these and such like taxes were denounced by pro- 
clamation, but not yet published abroad in writing, when 
as through ignorance of the written lawe many trespasses 
and transgressions were committed ' : at length, upon instant 
demaund of the people, he proposed indeede the act, but 
written in very small letter and within as narrow a place, so 
that no man might exemplifie the same or copie it out. 
And to the end that there might bee no kindc of spoilc 
and pillage which he attempted not, he set up a stewes and 
brothelhouse in the verie Palace, with many roomes and 
chambers therein distinguished asunder, and furnished ac- 
cording to the dignity and worth of that place. In it there 
stood to prostitute themselves, maried wives, youths and 
springals tree borne. Then sent he all about to the fre- 
quented places as well markets as Halles of resort, certaine 
S'omenclaltmrs, to invite and call thither by name, young 
ind olde, for to fulfill and satisfie their lust. All 
; at their entrance payde money (as it were) for ' 
usurie and interest. Certaine persons also were ^pointed 
to take note in open sight, of their names, as of such as 
were good friends increasing the revenewes of Ctesar. And 
not disdeining so much as the lucre aud vantage arising out 
of hazard and dice-play, hee gained the more by cogging, 
lying, yea and forswearing (of gamesters). And upon a 
nme, having put over to his next fellow gamester his owno 
course, to cast the dice for him in his tumc: out he goes 
into the court-yeard and foregate of the house : where, 
having espied two wealthy gentlemen of Rome passing by, 

' jV« twii £t matrimenia ebtmiia essiHt, Some inlerpiet (his of weddtd 
folke plavine bl«e and committing adullerie. 
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he commanded them to be apprehended incoiitinently, and 
condemned in the confiscation of their goods: which done 
he retumd in againe, leaping for joy aiid making his vaunt, ■ 
That he never had a luckier hand at dice. _1 



But when he hod once a daughter borne, complaining then 
of his povertie and the heavie charges that lay upon him 
not onely as Emperour, but also as a father, he gently tooke 
the voluntarie contributions and benevolence of men toward 
the finding of the girle her food, as also for her Dowry 
another day. He declared also by an edict, that he would 
receive newyeares gifts : and so he stood the first day of 
Januarie', in the porch or entrie of his house Palatine, 
readie to take what peeces soever of money came, which the 
multitude of all sorts and degrees, with full hands and 
boBomes^ poured out before him. Finally, so farrewaa he 
incensed with the desire of handling money, that oftentimes 
he would both walke bare-footed up and down, yea and 
wallow also a good while With his whole body upon hu^ 
heapes of coyned gold peeces, spred here and theri 
large and open place. 

43 

In militarie matters and warlike aiTaircs he never dealt 
but once : and that was not upon any intended purpose : 
but what time as he had made a progresae to Mevanta, for 
to see the sacred grove and river of Clitumnus ; being put 
in mind to supply and make up the number of the Batavians 
whom he had about him for his guard, it tooke him in the 
head to make an expedition into Germanic. Neither de- 
ferred he this disignement, but having levied from al parts a 
power consisting of legions and auxiliarie forces ; and taken i 
musters most rigorously in every quarter, as also raised and | 
gathered together victuals and provision of al sorts in thrtJ 
quantity, as never any other before him the like, he putl 
himselfe on his journey. Wherein he marched, one whilel 
in such hurrie and haste, as that the Pretorian cohorts vretQV 



' Or a Kalcndis, i. the lir^t day, cl 



'' Oi laps of thcit cluthu. 
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forced (ftgaiost the manner and custome) to bestowe their 
ensignes upon the suniptcr beasts backs and so to follow 
after: otherwhiles, after such a slow and delicate manner, 
as that he would be carried in a litter upon eight mens 
shoulders, and exact of the common people inhabiting the 
neighbour cities adjoyning, that the high waies might be 
ipt and watered for the dust, against his commtng. 
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After that he was arrived once at the campe, to the end 
that he might shew himselfe a aharpe and severe Captaine : 
those Lieutenants who had brought aid with the latest, 
out of divers and dissituato parts, he discharged with igno- 
ndnie and shame. But in the review of his arniie the most 
part of the Centurions who had alreadie served out their 
complete time, yea and some whose terme within very few 
dayes would have beene fully expired, he deprived of their 
places: to wit, the leading of the formost bands, finding 
fault forsooth with the olde age and feeblenesse of every one. 
As for the rest, after hee had given them a rebuke for their 
avarice, he abridged the fees and avaites due for their ser- 
vice performed ; ^d brought that same downe to the valew 
of 6000 sesterces. And having atchieved no greater exploit, 
than taken to his mercie, Adminius the sonne of Cinobel- 
linus King of the Britains \ who being by his father banished, 
was fled over sea with a small power and traine about him, 
he sent magnificent and glorious letters to Rome, as if the 
whole Isle had beene yeelded into his hands ; warning and 
willing the carriers ever and anon, to ride forward in their 
wagon directly into the market place and the Curia, and in 
no wise to deliver the sayd messivea but in the Temple of 
Mars unto the Consuls, and that in a frequent assembly of 
the Senate. 
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I Soone after, when there failed matter of warre, he com- 
uided a few Germanes of the Corps de guard ^, to be 
I, (. Ihc Balavorions. ' De Cuiladia, or ihal were prisoners 
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transported and hidden on the other side of Rhene, and that 
news should be reported unto him after dinner in most 
tumultuous manner, That the enemy was come: which 
done, he made what haste bee could, and together with 
some of his friends and part of the Pretorian horsemen he 
entred the next wood : where after he had cut off the beads 
of trees and adorned their bodies in manner of Tropcees, 
hee returned into the Campe by torcb-light. As for those 
verily who followed him not in this service, he reproved 
and cliecked them for their timorousnesse and cowardise: 
but his companions and partners in this douty victorie, he 
rewarded with a new kind and as strange a name of Coronets : 
which being garnished and set out with the expresse forme of 
Sunne, Moone, and Stars he called Ex'ploratarias '. Againe, 
when as certaine hostages were had away ^ perforce out of 
the Grammer schoole, and privily sent before, he suddenly 
left his supper, and with his men of armes pursued them 
as runawaies, and beeing overtaken and caught againe he 
brought them backe as prisoners bound in chaines, shewing 
himselfe even in this enterlude also, beyond all measure in- 
solent and intemperate. Now after he was come hacke to 
supper, those who brought him word that the battailes were 
rallied and come forward in safctie, hec exhorted to sit downe 
to meate armed as they were in their Corselets: yea and 
advertised them out of that most vulgar Verse of Virgil;« 
Durarent, Secundisquc rebus xe servaTent, i. I 

Still to eudure in all assBves 
And keepe themselves for better dsfes. 
Moreover, amid these affaires, he rebuked most sharply in a 
proclamation, the Senate and people both, in their absence: 
for tiiat whiles C^sar fought battailes and was exposed to 
so many perils, they could so unseasonably celebrate feastes, 
haunt also the Cirque, the Theatres, and their retyring 
places of solace and pleasure. 



Last of all, as if he meant now to make a finall dispatch 
for ever of the warr, having embattailed his armie upon the 

= By his means. 
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Ocean shore, planted his baUsts and other engins of Artil- 
lerie ia their scverall places, (and no man wist the while or 
could imagine what be went about) all at once be com- 
manded them to gather fish-Bbels, and therewith to 611 their 
headpeeces and laps, tearming them the spoiles of the Ocean, 
due to the Capitol and the Palatium. In token also and 
meoioriall of this brave victorie, he raised an exceeding high 
turret, out of which as from a watch-towre, there might 
shine all night long lights and fires for the better direction 
of ships at sea in their course. And after bee had pro- 
nounced publikely a donative to his Souldiours, even an 
hundred good Deniers a peece ; as if thereby bee bad sur- 
mounted all former precedents of liberality, ' Now goe your 
waies,' quoth hee, ' with joy. Goe your wayes I say, en- 
riched and wealthy'.' 

Turning his minde after this to the care of his Triumph, 
bee selected and set apart for the pompe (over and above 
the Captives and runnagate Barbarians) the tallest men of 
Stature also that were to be found in Gaulc : and everie one 
that (as hee saide bimselfe) was axwtkriambaitos, that is, 
worthy to be scene in a Triumph, yea and some of the 
Nobles and principall persons of that Nation : whom hee 
compelled not onely to colour the haire of their heads yellow 
like burnished gold, and to weare the same long : but also 
to leame the Germaines language, and to beare barbarous 
names. He gave commauudement also, that the Gallies 
with three rankes of Oares, wherein hee had embarqued and 
entred the Ocean, should bee convaied to Rome, a great part 
of the way by land. Hee wrote likewise unto bis procura- 
tours and Officers, To provide the furniture of his triumph, 
with as little cost as might he : but yet the same in as ample 
manner as never before was the like, seeing they bad both 
might and right to seize all mens goods into their bands. 
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Before his departure out of that Province, hee intended 

' As if wilh 3l. 2$. 6 pence, they hid beenc made fo> efcr. 
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the execution of an horrible and abhominable designema 
C^SAR even to put to sword those Legions, which long a-goe upi 
CALIGULA jijg decease of Augustus, had made a commotion : becaui 
forsooth, they had beset both his father Germanicus thea 
Captaine, and himselfe also, then an Infant. And being 
hardly Eind with much a-doe reclaimed from such a rash and 
inconsiderate project, yet could hee by no meanes be stayed : 
but stifly persisted in a full minde and will to tith them'. 
When hee had summoned them therefore to a publique 
assembly, unarmed, and without their swords which they had 
put ofF and bestowed heere and there, he environed them 
with his Cavalleric all armed. But seeing once, that many 
of them suspecting where-aboiit he went, slipped away in 
sundry places for to resume their weapons if any violence 
were oU'red, himselfe abandoned the assembly and fled, 
taking his direct way immediatly to the Citie of Rome, 
diverting all his bittemesse and crueltie upon the Senate: 
whom, (to avert from himselfe the odious rumours of so great 
and shamefull villanies) hee openly threatned ; complaining 
among other matters that he was by them defrauded and 
put by his just and due triumph : whereas, himselfe but a 
little before, had intimated and denounced upon paine of 
death, that they should not make nor meddle in any matter 
about his honours. 
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Being encountred therefore and met upon the way 
Embassadours fivm that most honourable Order', entreatii ^ 
him to make speed : with a most loud voice, *Come I will,' 
quoth he, * I will come, I say and this with me heere,' beating 
oft upon the swords hilt ^, which he ware by his side. He 
made it knowne also by an Edict, That he returned in deede, 
but it was to them alone who wished it, namely, the degree 
of Gentlemen and the common people. For himselfe would 
be no longer a Citizen or Prince to the Senate. He cora- 
maunded moreover, That not one of the Senatours should 
meete him. And thu.s, either omitting quite or putting of 
his triumph, hee entred the Citie riding ovant, upon his 

' / . To kill every tenlh man of Ihem. ' Of Senators. ' Or h«fl. 
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Tery birtli-day : and within fourc moneths after came to 
his end, having attempted and dune notable outrages and 
very great villanies, but plotting still and practising much 
greater. For hee had purposed to remove his imperiall 
Court to Antium, and afterwards to Alexandria^; but 
having massacred first the most choise and chiefe persons of 
both degrees'. And that no man may seeme to doubt 
heereof, there were in his secret Cabinet found two bookcs 
bearing divers titles. The one had for the Inscription 
Gladius, i. the sword : the other, Pt/gio, that is to say, the 
dagger. They contained both of them the niarkes and 
names of such as were appointed to death. There was found 
besides, a bigge chest full of divers and sundry poisons, 
which soone after being by Claudius drowned in the Seas, 
infected and poisoned the same, not without the deadly 
bane of fishes killed therewith, which the tide cast up to 
the next shores. 
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Of stature hee was very tall, pale and wan-coloured : of 
ly grosie and without all good making : his neck and 
shanks exceeding slender: his eyes sunke in his head, and 
his temples hollow, his forehead broad, and the same 
furrowed and frowning : the haire of his head growing 
thinne, and none at all about his crowne : in all parts else 
bairie he was and shagged. It was therefore taken for an 
bainous and capitall ofi'encc, either to looke upon him as 
he passed by from an higher place, or once but to name a 
Goate upon any occasion whatsoever. His face and visage 
being naturally steme and grim, hec made of purpose more 
crabbed and hideous : composing and dressing it at a look- 
ing-glasse, all manner of waies to seeme more terrible and to 
strike greater feare. He was neither healthfull in body nor 
stoode sound in minde : being a child, much troubled with 
the failing aickncsse. In his youth, patient of labour and 
travaile : yet so, as that ever and anone upon a suddaine 
iunting tl^t came uppon him, he was scarce able to goe, to 

■ Or Alcxandiea is AnLioctica in old Manuscripts, ' Scnatours and 

geoLlcmu. ^^ 
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CAIUS stand, to arise, to recover himselfc and to beare up his head. 
C.SSAR Xlie infirmitie of liis minde, botli himselfe perceived, and 
CALIOULA oftentimes also was minded to goe aside {iiuto Anticyra'), 
there to purge his braine throughly. It is for certaine 
thought, that poysoned he was with a Potion given unto 
him by his wife Ceesonia : which in deede was a love 
medicine-, but such an one, as crackt his wits and enraged 
him. He was troubled most of all with want of sleepe"; 
for, he slept not above three houres in a night : and in 
those verily bee tooke no tiuiet repose, but fearefujl ; and 
skared with strange illusions and fantasticall imaginations : 
as who among the rest, dreamed upon a time that bee saw 
the very forme and resemblance of the sea talking with him. 
And heereupon for a great part of the night, what with 
tedious wakefulnesse and wearinesse of lying, one while 
sitting up in his bed, another while roaming and wandering 
too and fro in his Galleries (which were of an exceeding 
length) hee was wont to call upon and looke still for the 
day- light. 
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I should not doe amisse, if unto this mindcs sicknesse of 

his I attributed the vices which in one and the same subject* 

were of a most difl'erent nature : to wit, excessive confidence, 

and conti'ariwise, overmuch fearefulnesse. For, hee that set 

so light by the Gods and despised them as hee did, yet at 

the least thunder and lightning, used to winke close with 

both eyes, to enwrap also and cover his whole head : but if 

the same were greater and somewhat extraordinarie, to start 

out of his bed, to creepe and hide himselfe under the bed- 

steede'. During his peregrination verily and travaile through 

Sicilie, after hee had made but a scome and mockerie at the 

miracles and strange sights in manie parts there, he fled 

suddainly by night from Messana, as aiTriglited with the 

smoake and rumbling noise of the top of ^tna. And hee 

that against the Barbarians was so full of threats and 

menaces, when as beyond the river Rhene he rode in a 

a purgative meete for Innacicb: 

* IiKomHia. * Or person, 
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Gcrmaines Chariot betweene the Streights, and the Armie CAIUS 
marched in thicke squadrons together : by occasion on ely that OiESAR 
one saide. There would be no small trouble and hurbburly, CALIGULiV 
in case the encoiie from any place appeared in sight : forth- 
with hee mounted on horsebacke and turned hastily to the 
bridges: but finding them full of Camp-slaves and cariages 
wherewith they were choaked ', as one impatient of any delay, 
he was from hand to hand and over mens heads conveied to 
the other side of the water. Soone after likewise, hear- 
ing of the revolt and rebellion of Germanie, hee provided 
to flie ; and for the better meanes of flight, prepared and 
rigged shippcs: resting and staying hiniselfe upon this 
onely comfort : That hee should yet have Provinces beyond 
sea remaining for him, in case the Conquerours following 
the traioe of their victorie, either seized the Hill tops 
of the Alpes (as sometimes the Cimbrians), or possessed 
themselves of the very Citie of Rome, as the Senones in 
times past did. Hcereupon I verily beleeve that the 
murderers of him afterwards devjseci this shift, namely 
to hold up his Souldiours with a toude lie when they were 
in an uprore, and to beare them in hand that hee laide 
violent hands on himselfe, affrighted at the fearefuU uewes 
of the field lost. 
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As for his apparrell, his shooes and other habite, hee worv 
them neither after his owne Country-guise, nor in a civile 
fashion, no nor so much as in manlike manner, nor yet 
alwoies, I may tell you, sorting with the state and condi- 
tion of a mortall wight. Beeing clad oftentimes in cloakes 
of needleworke and embroidred with divers colours, and the 
same set out with pretious stones: in a coate also with 
long sleeves: and wearing bracelets withall, hee would come 
abroade into the Citie. Sometime you should see him in his 
Bilkes, and veiled all over in a loose mantle of fine Sendall* 
with a traine: one while going in Greekish slippers', or else 
in buskins : otberwhiles in a simple paire of broges or high 
shooes, such as common Souldiours emploied in espiall used. 
' Or guarded. ' Lawne or Tiffanic. ■* Or Pantoflcs. 
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Now and then also was he scene shod with womens pumps'. 
But for the most part he shewed himselfe abroade witn a 
golden beard" carying in his hand either a thunderbolt 
or a three-tined mace ' ^, or else a warder or rod called 
Caduceus" (the ensignes all and ornaments of the Gods) 
yea and in the attire and array of Venus. Now, for his 
triumphall robes and ensignes hee used verily to weare and 
beare them continually, even before any warlike expedition : 
and sometime the cuirace withall of E. Alexander the great, 
fetcht out of his Sepulcher and monument. 
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Of all the liberall ScicDces, hee gave his mindc least to 
deepc literature and sound learning : but most, to elotjuence : 
albeit lie was (by nature) faire spoken and of a ready 
tongue ^ Certes if it had beene to pleade and declame 
against one, were he angred once, he had both words and 
sentences at will. His action, gesture and voice also served 
him well : in so much as for very heate and earnestnesse of 
speech, uneth was he able to stand his ground and keepe 
still in one place, yet might hee bee heard nothlesse of them 
that stoode a farre off. When he was about to make an 
Oration, his manner was to threaten in these termes, namely. 
That he would draw forth and let drive at his adversarie the 
keene weapon and dart of his night-studie by candle light ; 
contemning the milder and more piked kinde of vmting so 
farre forth, as that hee said of Seneca, a writer in thoBe 
daies most accepted, That his compositions which he made 
were plaine exercises to bee shewed onely : and was no 
better himselfe, than sand without lime. His wont was 
also, to answcre by writing the Orations of those Oratours 
who had pleaded well and with applause: to meditate and 
devise as well accusations and defences of great persons and 
waighty matters in the Senate; and according as bis stile 
framed, either to over-charge and deprcsse, or to ease and 
relieve every man with his sentence : having called thither 

' Or piosons. ' With three giaines tike an cic lipearc. 
Jdatnim i or, beeuiE very fiiire spoken, etc 
4« 
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by vertue of his Edicts, the degree also of Gentlemen to CAIUS I 
heore him speake. C'-ESAR J 
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The Arts moreover &iid maifiteries of other kinds hee 
practised right studiously, even those of most difTcrent 
nature. A professed Sword-fencer '■ he was and a good 
Chariotier: a singer withall and a dauncer. Fight hec 
would even in earnest with weapons at sharpe: and runne 
a race with ■ chariots in the open Cirque, which he built in 
nuuiy places. As for chaunting and dauncing, he was so 
hotly set thereupon, that hee could not forbeare so much 
as in the publick Theaters and Shew-places, but that hee 
would botli fall a singing with' the Traeasdian as he 
pronounced, and also counterfaite and openly imitate the 
gesture of the player^, as it were by way of praise or cor- 
rection. And verily, for no other cause proclaimed hee (as 
it is thought) a wake or Vijjile all night long, that very day 
on which hee was murdred, but that by taking the oppor- 
tunity of the nights licentiuusnes^e, ne might therewith 
begin to enter upon the Stage. And divers times daunced 
he by night : but once above the rest, having raised out of 
their beds three honourable persons that had Deene Consuls, 
and sent for them at the reliefe of the second watch into 
the Palace ; whiles they were much afraid and doubted some 
extremity he caused them to be placed aloft upon a scaffold, 
and then suddainly with a great noise of hautbois and sound 
of sbawlmes or Cimbals, out commeth he leaping forth with 
a palle and cassocke reaching downe to his ankles; and after 
hee bad daunced out the measures to a song, vanished and 
went his way againe. Now, this man so apt a schollar as 
hee was to leanie all other feates, had no skill at all in 
swimming ', 
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lOoke, whom he tooke a love and liking unto, he favoured 
1 all exceedingly and beyond all reason. Mnester the 

* Or, to. * Or Actour, '* A laadublc cxcicIk ia Rome, 
»K befcte in Aueustus. 
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rFwrn^A "°* ^^ kisse him even in the open Theater; and if any 
whiles he^ was dauncing or acting a part, made never so 
little noise and interrupted him, hee commaunded the party 
to be pulled out of his place, and with his owtie liand 
scourged him. A Gentleman of Home chaunced to keepe 
some sturre whiles the said Muester was upon the Stage: 
unto him hee sent word peremptorily by a Centurion to* 
depart without delay, and goe downe to Ostia (there to takfil 
Sea) and so to carie unto King PtolomEeus as farre as intqfl 
Mauritania his letters ia writing tables, the tenour whereofl 
was this, ' To this bearer, whom I have sent hither to you^l 
see you doe neither good nor harme.' Certaine FenceiM 
called Thraees^ hee made Capitaines over those Germaines ' 
that were of his Guard and Squires to his body. As for 
the MirmUlonea*, hee deprived them of their armour. One 
of them named Columbus, fortuned to foile his concurrent, 
howbeit hee had gotten before some small hurt : he made 
no more adoe but put poison into the wound, which there- 
upon he called Columbinum. So much addicted and de- 
voted was he, to the greene faction * of Chariotiers, that day 
by day hee would take his suppers and make his abode in 
their nostelric". Upon Eutychus a Chariot- driver^, he be- 
stowed in hospitall gifts at a certaine banquet) two millions of 
sesterces. To one of their Chariot-steedes named Incitatus \ 
for whose sake (because he should not be disquieted), he was 
wont the day before the games Circetises, by his Souldiours 
to commaund the neighbours there adjoyning to keepe 
silence, besides a Stable all built of marble stone for him, 
and a manger made of Ivorie : over and above his caparison 

' A Gesturer or daunccr that coanteriailed all pails. ' The said MncsCer. 
' Or Rtliarii, as some think. Others lake it to be a geoerall name of all 
Sword -Fencers. * A faction d( crew of fencers opposite to the Thracts 
or Retiarii, whom in respect of the Tknues, he favoured not. ' PraiiHa 
fattioni. • Or lodging. ' Of that green livery. " Jncitaio, eqia, cmtu 
causa, some interpret it otherwise thus : To Indtatus, for whose horK sake : 
taking Incitatus to be the name of the Maislcr, and not of the horse, becanse 
in the Poet Marliall, there is mcnlion made of Incitatus a famous Chariot 
rider and a mulitier. Yet L. Verus Antoninus erected an Image of gold for 
on hone thkl he had named Volucer whiles he lived : and a sepulcherwhen he f 
was dead. And why might not this braine-sicke Prince be as absurd ? 
48 
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also and hamois of purple, together with a brooch or pen- CAItJS 
d&Qt Jewell of pretious atones at his poictrell : he allowed C.SSAR 
an house and familie of servants, ^ea and houshold-stufFe CALIGUL^J 
to furnish the same: all to this end, that guests invited in 
his name might be more finely and gaily intertained. It 
is reported moreover that he meant to preferre him unto 
a Consulship. 
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As he rioted thus and fared outrogiously, many there 
were who wanted no hart and good will to assault his 
person. But after one or two conspiracies detected, when 
others for default of opportunitic held-of and made stay, 
two at length complotted and imparted one unto the other 
their designment, yea and performed it ; not without the 
privitie of the mightiest freed-men about him, and the 
Capitaines of his Guard. The reason was, for that they 
also, beeing nominated (although untruly) as acccssarie to 
a certaine conspiracie, perceived themselves suspected and 
odious unto him therefore. For, even immediatly, by 
se(]uestring them a part into a secret place he brought 
upon them great hatred, protesting with his sword drawne. 
That die he would upon his owne hand, if they also thought 
htm worthy of death. Neither ceased hee from that time 
fivward to accuse one unto the other, and to set them 
all together by the eares. Now when these Conspiratours,^ 
were resolved and agreed to assaile him during the Palatine 
games', as he departed thence out of the Theater at noone- 
tide, Cassius Cherea Tribune of the Pretorian Cohort tookc 
upon him to play the first part in this Action : even hee, 
w-Dom being now farre stept in yeeres Caius^ was wont to 
frump and flout in most opprobrious termes as a wanton and 
efTeminate person : and one while, when he came unto him 
for a watch-word, to give him Priapus or Venus: another 
while, if upon any occasion he rendred thanks, to reach out 
unto him his hand, not onely fashioned but wagging also 
«fter an obsccene and filthy manner. 

' Cnligula. 
S:G 49 



CAIUS 
CAUGULA 



THE HISTORIE OF 

57 

Many prodigious sigaes were scene, presaging his futiu 
death and murder. The image of Jupiter at Olympia, which 
his pleasure was to bee disjointed and translated to Rome, 
did set up all on a suddaine such a mighty laughter that 
the workmen about it, let their Engines and Vices slip and 
so ranne all away. And straight-waies came there one in 
place whose name also was Cassius, that avouched, he had 
warning and commaundement in a dreame to sacrifice a Bull 
unto Jupiter. The Capitol' in Capua upon the Ides of 
March was smitten with lightning. Likewise at Home the 
Porters lodge belonging to the IMnces Palace. And there 
wanted not some who gave their conjecture, that by the 
one Prodigie waa portended danger to the ^Iaste^ of the 
house from his Guard and the Squires of his person: by 
the other some notable murder againe, such as in times paat 
had beene committed upon the same day •". Also, Sulla the 
Astrologer, when Caius o^ked his counscll and opinion, aa 
touching the Horoscope of his Nativitie, told him plaise, 
That most certaine and inevitable death approached neere 
at hand. Semblably the Oracle at Antiuni, gave him a 
caveat, to beware of Cassiua, For which very cause, hce 
had taken order and given espresse commaundement, that 
Cassias Longinus Proconsull then in Asia, should bee killed : 
not remembring that the fore-saide Ctiierea had to name 
Cosaius. The day before he lost his life, he dreamt that 
he stoode in heaven close unto the throne of Jupiter: t 
that Jupiter spurned him with the great toe of his righl 
foote, and therewith threw him downe headlong to the e 
There went also for currant prodigies and fore- tokens of hid 
fall, even those occurrents that hapned unto hira that ver 
day, a little before he was murdred. As himselfe sacrifice 
bespreinct he was with the bloud of the foule Phrenicopten, _ 
And Mnester the skilfull Actour above named, represented 
that very Tragtedie' which whilome Neptolemus the Tra- 
gedian acted at the solemnitic of those games, wherein 
Philip King of the Macedonians - was killed. And when j 
' Cinyra. - The sonne of Ainyntas. 
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I the shew or Enterlude entitled Laureolus', wherein 
the chiefe plaier making hast to get away out of the ruine', pj'^™?. 
vomited bloud, many more of the Actours in a second '^'*"" "^ 
degree strived a vie to give some triall and experiment 
of the like cunning ; the whole stage by that meanes flowed 
with hloud. Prepared there was likewise against night 
another shew, wherein the darke fables reported of Hell 
and the Infemall Spirits there, were to be exhibited and 
unfolded by Egyptians and jEthiopiana '. 

58 
Upon the ninth day before the Kalends of Februarie% 
about one of the cloclcc after noone : doubting with him- 
sclfe, whether he should rise to dinner or no (for that his 
stomacke was yet rawe and weake upon a surfait of meate 
taken the day before), at last by the perswasion of bis 
friends hee went forth. Now, when as in the very cloisture * 
throagh which bee was to passe fertaine boyes of noble 
birth sent for out of Asia (to sing Himnes, and to skirmish 
martially upon the Stage) were preparing themselves, he 
stood still and staied there to view and encourage them. 
And but that the leader and chiefctaine of that crew, said. 
He was very cold, hee would have returned and presently 
exhibited that shew. But what befell after this, is reported 
two manner of waies. Some say, that as he spake unto the 
said holes, Chterea came behind his back, and with a draw- 
ing blow grievously wounded his neck with the edge of his 
sword, giving him these words before, Hoc age, i. Mind 
this : wherupon, Cornelius Sabinus, another of the Con- 
spiratours, encountred him a front, and rannc him through 
in the brest. Others write, that Sabinus, after the multitude 
about him was voided by the Centurions (who were privie 
to the Conspiracie) called for a watch-word, as the maner 
is of souldiers, and when Caius gave him tlie word, Jupiter, 
Ch«rea cryed out alowde, Acctpe ratum, i. Here take it sure : 
and with that, as he looked behind him, with one slash cut 
his chaw quite thorough : also as he lay on the ground and 
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drawing up his limmes together cryed still, That he was' 
yet alive, the rest of their complices with thirtie wounds 
dispatched and made an end of him. For, this mot, Repete, 
i. Strike againe, was the signal of them all. Some of them 
also thrust their swords through his privie members. At the 
very first noise and outcrie, his licter- bearers came running 
to helpe, with their litter-staves : soone after, the Gennana 
that were the squires of his bodie came in : and as they 
slew some of the murderers, so they killed certaine Seaatourn 
also that were meere innocent. 



He lived 29 yearea, and ruled the Empire three yeari 
10 moneths and 8 dayes. His dead corps was conveye_ 
secretly into tlie Lamian hortyards, where being scordied 
onely, or halfe burnt in a tumultuary and hasty funendl 
fire, covered it was with a few turfs of earth lightly cast 
ever it; but afterwards, by his sisters now returned out of 
esile, taken up, biu'nt to ashes and enterred. It is for 
certain knowen and reputed, that before this Complement 
was performed, the keepers of those hortyards were troubled 
with the walking of spirits and ghosts: and in that very 
house' whcrin he was murdred there passed not a night 
without some terror or fearefull object, until the very house 
it selfe was consumed with fire. There dyed together with 
him, both his Wife Csesonia, stabbed with a sword by a 
Centurion, and also a daughter of his, whose braines were 
dashed out against a wall. 
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What the condition and state was of those dayes, any man 
may gather, even by these particulars. For neither, when 
this massacre was divulged and made knowen abroad, men 
gave credite hy and by thereto; but there went a suspicion, 
that Caius himselfe had feigned and given out a rumour 
of this murder, hy that meanes to sound mens minds, ani 
find, how they stood affected unto him : nor yet had thi 
conspiratours destined the Empire to anie one. And 
' Whicil hct; called a vaul or cloystcr, before. 
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Senators in recovering their antient freedome againe ac- 
corded so, as that the consuls assembled them not at the 
first into the Cur%a\ because it bare the name Julia ^ but 
into the Capitol : yea and some of them, when their tumes 
came to speake, opined. That the memorie of the Caesars 
should be utterly abolished and razed out, giving advise 
to puU downe their temples. Moreover, this hath beene 
observed and noted especially. That the Caesars, who had 
to their forename Caius^, beginning at him first who was 
slaine in the troublesome dayes of Cinna, dyed all of them 
a violent death. 

^ A new Senate house in liew of Curia HostUia, ^ For now the name of 
the Caesars and their race became odious, as oppressers of the common weale. 
' And yet wee reade not so much of Caius one of Augustus sonne, brother 
of Ladus. 
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TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS DRUSUJS 

CiESAR 




S touching Drusus father to this Claudii|| 
Cffisar, which Drusus was in times i 
forenamcd Uecimus and afterwards Nero ; 
dame Livia wedded unto Augustus even 
when she was great with child, brought 
him into the world within three moneths 
after the said mariage, and folke suspected 
that begotten he was in adulterie by his 
(supposed) father in law himself. Certes presently after 
his birtii, this verse went rife in every mans mouth, -ro!tj| 
evTV^ovat nai rpiiiTjpa -rraiSia, M 

On persons great tliis fortune <lotli attend, 1 

That (children the}' may have at three nionethE end. 

This Drusus in the honorable place of questurc and prc- 
tureshtp, being L. Geuerall of the Rha^tian, and so foorth 
of the Germane warre, was the first Komane Captaine that 
sayled in the North Ocean : and on the farther side of Rhene 
caste those trenches of a straung and infinite worke which 
yet at this day be called DrusinEc". Many a time he put 
the enemy to sword, and when he had driven him as farre as 
to the inmost deserts, gave not over chasing and pursuing, 



' Augusliis : ant 
Dnidanx, Tacit. 
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uotill there appeared UDto him the likenesse of a Barbarian 1 
woman', more portly than a mortall wight, which in the ( 
Latioe tongue forbad him to follow the traine of victorie 
anie farther. For which acts atchieved, he enjoyed the 
boDour of a pety Triumph % and had t)ie Triumphall orna- 
ments graunted unto him. After his preturcship, he entred 
immediatly upon the Consulate: and having eaterpnsed a 
second expedition thither, fell sicke and dyed in his summer 
campe, which tberupon tooke the name of Castra Sceltraiit'". 
His corps by the priucipall Citizens and Burgesses of the 
free-burrowes and colonies, by the decuries also and orders 
of the Scribes* (who met them in the way and received it 
at their hands) was conveied to Konie ana buried in Mars- 
fielde. Howbeit the armie reared in honour of him an 
honorarie tombe ^ (or stately herse) about the which every 
yeare afterwards upon a certain set day, the souldiers should 
ninne at tilt, keepe jousting and tumament: the Cittiea 
likewise and States of Gaule, sacrifice and make publike 
supplications to the gods. Moreover the Senate among 
many other honors, decreed for liini a Triumphant arch 
of marble, with Tropees thereto ia the street " Appia : as 
also the surname of Germanicus to him and his posterity 
for ever. Furthermore be is thought to have caried a mind 
no lesse glorious than civil and popular. For over and 
above the conquests gained of his enemies, he wan also 
from them Royall apoyles^: and oftentimes to the utter- 
most hazard of his life coursed and chaced the General of 
the Germans all over the field: neither dissembled he, but 
gave it out, that one day he would restore unto the Common- 
wealth their ancient slate and libcrtie againe. Whereupon, 
I suppose, some presume to write, that Augustus had him in 
jclousie and suspicion : called him home out of his Pro- 
vince : and because he lingred and delayed his retume, made 
him away by poyson. Which verily put downe I have, be- 
cause I would not seemc to pretermit such a matter, rather, 

1 Representing Gennuiie. ' Called Ovslion. ' The wicked and 

■nlichicvous camp. ^ Or Chancelots. ° Which the Greeks cull 

Ctmatafkiiim, i. an empty tomli. " Ot poil-way. ' Which he looke 
trom thdr cheif« gencmU. 
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TIBERIUS than for that I thinke it either true or probable : consider- 
^r»Rn?m^ ing that Augustus both loved him whiles hee was alive so 
C^SAIt entirely, as tliat he alwayes ordained him fellow-heire with 
his sonnes, (like as he openly professed upon a time in the 
Senate house) and also commended him after his death so 
highly, that in a solemne oration before the bodie of the 
people he prayed unto the gods, To vouchsafe his owne 
Cicsars to be like unto him : and to grant himselfe one day 
such an end as they had given him. And not contenteti 
with this that he had engraven upon his tombe an Epitaph 
in verse which he himselfe composed, he wrot also the his- 
toric of his life in prose. By Antonia the yonger, he 
became father verily of many children, but three onely 
hee left behind him at his deatli, namely, Germaoicus, 
Ljvilla, and Claudius, fl 



This Claudius was borne at Lyons, in the yeare when 
Julius Antonius and Fabius Africanus were Consuls, upon 
the Calends of August, that very day on which the altar 
was first dedicated there unto Augustus: and named he was 
Tiberius Claudius Drusus : and a while after, when his elder 
brother was adopted into the family Julia, hee assumed into 
hia stile the suiuame of Germanicus, Being left an in&nt 
by his father, all the time in manner of his child-hood and 
youth ^, piteously handled he was with sundrie diseases, and 
those tough and such as stucke long by him : in so much 
as being dulled and enfeebled thereby both in mind and 
bodie, he was not thought in the very progresse of riper 
age, sufficient and capable of any publike office or private 
charge: yea and many a day after that hee came to full 
yeares and had sued out his liverie, hee was at the dispose 
of another, even under a pedagogue and governour ; whom 
in a certaine booke himself complaineth of, terming him a 
barbarous fellow, and no better sometime than a mulitier*, 
set over him of purpose to chastice and punish him most 
cruelly for everie light cause and occasion whatsoever. By 
' Oi growing age. ' Olini suftriumetilariuin, lalher a mauler of 
mulitien. 
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reason of this his sicknesse, both at the sword-play which TIBBRIDS 
he and his brother joyntly exhibited in memoriall of their CLAUDIUS 
Father, he sat as president (not after the accustomed manner) DRUSUS 
lapt in a cloake; and alao upon his commensement day, 
when he was to put on his virile gowne, about midnight with- 
out anie hooomble attendance and solemne traine, brought 
he was in a licter into tlie Capitoll ", 



, Howbeit, from his very child-liood, he employed no meane 
studie JD the liberal! sciences. And oftentimes gave good 
proofe even in publike place of his proceedings in them all : 
yet could he never for all that reach to any di-gree of dignity, 
or yeeld bettt-r hope of himselfe for the time to come. His 
mother Antonia, was wont to call him Porientum hominis, 
i. The Monster and fantasticall sht'we of a man, as if hee 
had nut beene finished but unely begunne by nature: and 
if shee reprooved anie one for his foolifitinesse she would 
saje, Hee was more sottish then her Sonne Claudius. His 
Grandmother Augusta^ thought alwaies most basely of 
him, as who used neither to speake unto him but very 
seldome, nor to admonish him, unlessc it were in some 
sharpe and short writing, or els by messengers going be- 
tween. His sister Livilla, when she heard that he should 
be one day Emperour, openly and with a lowd voice de- 
tested and wished farre from the people of Rome so hard 
and miserable a fortune. 

And no raervaile : for to the end that it might be more 
certainly knowen what opinion his great Uncle Augustus^ 
had of him both wayes*, I have set oowne certaine Articles 
and principall pointes gathered out of his owne Epistles. ' I 
have," quoth he, ' my good Livia talked and conferred with 
Tiberius as you charged me, about this, namely, What is 
to be done to your Nephew Tiberius, at the solemnity of 
the Martiall Game*. Now, wee are both agreed that it 

' Olherwise called LJvia and Jtilta the molhcr ur DmsUE. ' His Gmnd- 
modwrs brothei by the mothers side. * Ah well good 
honour of Mars Revenger. 
S;H 
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TTBERIUS must be determined and set down once for all what couise 
CLAUDILS „,g should take and follow with him: for, if he be apTiO'j\ 
CSSAR ^^'^ ^^ ' ^^y ** ^y oXoxXripot;-, what doubt need wee to 
make, but that he is to bee trained and brousht by the 
same oportunities of time and degrees* by which nis brother 
was. But if we perceive him ^XaTTtHya-Oai Kal ffe^dijidat 
leal et? tjji' tov atof/.aTO'i Kal etv Tr/v ttj? ■<^v'xtj^ aprionjTa * : 
we must not minister matter to men, t^ rotavTa uKayirreiv 
KoX /j.vKTTjpi^eiv eta>86f7i^, for to deride both him and us. 
For we shall ever find trouble and vexation inough, in case 
of every occasion of time presented unto us, we should de- 
liberate, fiT] ■n-poiiiroieeifievov ji/mv^, whether wee thinke him 
able to menage honorable Offices in the State or no. How- 
beit for the present (concerning such things whereof youle 
aske mine advise) I mtslike it not, that he have the 
charge of the Priests dyning chamber, during these Martiall 
solemnities aforesayd, so that he wil suffer himselfe to be 
f admonished and scliooled by Silanus soime, a man alljed 
unto him, that he do nothing, which may be noted ^, or 
derided. That he should behold the games Circetuen from 
out of the Pulvinar", in no wise can I allow. For being ex- 
posed so, to the sight of men in the very forefront of the 
Theatre, he wil be eyed and observed : neither like we in 
any hand, that he should goe up the Albane mount, or 
abide at Rome during the LatineHoly-dayes®. For if he he 
able to accompany and follow his brother to that mountainc, 
why is he not as wel made Provost of the Cittie the while ? 
Thus, my Livia, you have our opinions delivered, as who 
are fully resolved, that once for al somewhat must be put 
downe as touching the whole matter, least we be evermore 
wavering between hope and feare. You may also if it 
please you impart unto our (niece) Antonia thus much of 
this our letter.' Againe, in another Epistle : 'As for young 

' Sufficient. ' Sound Ihroughoul and perfecl. " Or steps. ' To 
be impaired or disabled and maimed, as we] for the suificiencie of body as in- 
lecrity of mind. ° Who are wont to make good gnine and scoffe at such 
things. ' If it be not resolved upon and set downe aforchand by us. 
' Conspin or dafut, i. spit at. " A Bedlofi at the Games Circcma, '" 
whereon the images of the gods are layed. ' In the absence of the Consuls 
attending the sacrifice upon the Aibone Hiil. 
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Tiberius', I for my part whiles you are absent, wil dayl^ 
iovite him to supper, that he may not auppe alone with his 
Sulpitius and Atheiioderus. And I could wish with al my 
hart that he would more soundly and lesse nerewpraii* make 
choice of some special one, whose gesture habite and gang, 
hee might, silly soule as he is, imitate. 

*Arvx'' 'klay i" roiai <rjrou!nioit niii'ii. 

He comes &rre short (wlien he is matched} with men of deepc 
luiderstan ding. 
But looke, when his mind is not wandering out of the way, 
the generosity of his heart appeareth sufficiently.'' Likewise 
in a third letter : ' Your nephew Tiberius my sweet Livia, 
if I doe not wonder, that when he declamed that he could 
please and content me, I pray God I be dead. For how he 
that in his dayly talke speaketh so airatj)S)s ^ should be able 
when he declameth, to deliver his mind and what he hath 
to say (Ta(f)u>'i* I cannot see." Neither is there anie doubt 
to be made, but that after all this, Augustus ordained and 
left him indued with no honorable office, save only the 
Sacerdotall dignitie of Augurs: nay he nominated him not 
so much as his Heire, but in a third degree and descent, 
even among thosi- that were well neere Strangers : and that 
in a sixth part onely of his sulistance : and by way of 
legacie bequeathed unto him not above 800000 sesterces. 
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Tiberius his unkle conferred upon him when he sued for 
honorable dignities the Ornaments of Consuls. But when 
he instantly demaunded still, not imaginary but true magis- 
tracies indeede, he wrote backe unto him in his writing tables 
thus much onely, That he had sent unto him fortie peeces 
of golde' to spend at the feast Saturnalia, and to bestow 
in puppets ana trifling gaudes, at the same time. Then, 
ana not before, casting aside all hope of preferment and 
reall dignities, hee betooke himselfe to rest and quietnesse of 
life, lying close, one while within hortyardes of pleasure and 

' Oaudius. ■' Superficially. ' Daikly and confusedly. ' Clcetcly 
and pliinely to bee uDdeistood. ' Every one worth 151. yd, di, or one 
huodfcd KsicTces. 
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in a manner house without the Cittie: and larking other 
whiles in a withdrawing place out of the way in Campania, 
And by his daily acquaintance and companie keeping with 
most base and abject persons besides the olde infamous note 
of sluggardie and foolishnesse hee incuired an lU name for 
drmikennesse and dice-play: notwithstanding, that all the 
while he thus led his life, he never wanted the publike 
attendance and reverent regard of men seeking unto nirn. ■ 



The order of Gentlemen elected him twice for their 
patrone, in an embassage that was to be sent and delivered 
in their owne behalfe : once when the Consuls required to 
have the cariagc of Augustus his corps upon their own 
shoulders to Rome : a 2 time when they were to con^atu- 
late with the same Consuls for the suppressing of Sejanus. 
Moreover, they were wont in shcwes, and in the Theatre, 
when he came in place, to arise up and lay off their mantels ' 
in respective honour of him. The Senate also ordained, 
that to the ordinarie number of the Priests or GuiKl- 
brethren called Augusttdes, who were by lot chosen, he 
should be admitted extraordinarily: and soone after, that 
his house, which by misfortune of a skare-fire he had lost, 
should at the Cities charges be reedified ; as also the privi- 
ledge to deliver his niinde and opinion in the Senate, 
among those who bad beene Consuls ; which decree of theirs 
was reversed and annulled: whiles Tiberius^ alleadged by 
way of excuse his imbecillity, and promised to repaire the 
foresaid losse out of his owne private purse and hberality, 
Yet when hee laye upon his death-bed, he both named him 
among his heires in a third raunge, and in a third part of 
his estate, and also bequeathed him a legacie of two millions 
of Sesterces: yea recommended him besides by name unto 
the armies, to the Senate likewise and people of Rome in 
the ranke of other his especiall friends and kinsfoUce. 



At length under Caius' his brothers sonne, who at hia 

' As wee use to veile bonet or do of out hats, 'The Empetoui, ' Caligula. 
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first comming to the Empire sought by all manner of TIBERIUS 
entJcing allurements, togaine the good opinion of a bounti- CLAUDIUS 
full and gracious prince, he began first to beare office of 
state, ana continued Consul together with him for the 
space of two moneths : and it fortuned at his first entrance 
into the Forum with his knitches of rods, that an Eagle 
soaring thereby, setled upon his right shoulder. He was 
pricked also and allotted unto a second Consulship, against 
the 4th yeare following. Divers times he sat as president 
of the solemne shcwes in Caius his tume : what time the 
people cryed Felwiter^, partly to the Emperours* Uncle, 
' and in part to Germanicus his brother. 



Yet lived hee ncverthelesse subject to the contumelious 
reproches of the World: for if at anic time, hee came 
somewhat with the latest and after the houre appointed to 
a Slipper, hardly and with much adoe, was there any roonie 
made for to receive him, and not before hee had gone 
round alwut the tables where guests were set, for to 
finde a place : likewise, whensoever he tooke a nap, and fol 
a sleepe after meate (which was an ordinarie thing with 
him) the biiffons* and jesters about him, made good sport, 
pelUng him with olive and date stones: other whiles also 
they would by way of merriment awaken him with the 
dappe of a ferula or lash of some whip. They were wont 
likewise to glove his hands (as he lay snorting a sleep) with 
his shoes *, that as he suddenly awaked hee might rub his 
&ce and eyes therewith, 

9 

Neither verily could he avoide divers dangerous troubles: 

first in his very Consulship: for, beeing behind hand and 

over slacke in taking order with the workmen for the 

making and erecting of Nero and Drusus Statues, who were 

' All haile or happinesse. ' Caligula. ' ^ Cafireis : See Tiberius 
Nero Qesax, cap. diyvel a Tropais, such as would play Bo-peepcand hide 
themselves when they had done Eome unhappinesEe. * For whiles Ihey 
nl or leaned npoc pallets at their meat th«y put off their shoes. 
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TIBERIUS Csesara^ brethren, liee had like to have beeiie remooved and 
CLAUnit'H put out of that honorable office : afterwards, as eyther anie 
r^SAR stranger, or one of his own liouse informed ought against 
him, he was continually and sundry manner of waiea molested. 
But when as the Conspiracie of Lepidus and Getuhcus came 
to Hght, being sent among other Embassadours to con- 
gratulate Caius in the name of the City, hee was in jeopardy 
of his very life : whiles Caius chafed and fumed with great 
indignation, that his Unkle chiefly of all others was sent 
unto him, as it were to governe a child : in so much, as 
some have not stuck to report on writing, that hee was 
turned also headlong into the river in his cloathes and all 
as he came apparailed. From which time forward, never 
spake hee to any matter proposed in the Senate, hut last of 
all those, that had beene Consuls, as being in reproachful! 
wise and to his disgrace asked his opinion after them all. 
There was received likewise against him the examination of 
a forged will, wherein himselfe also had beene a witnesse 
and put-to his seale. Last of all, hee was forced to disburse 
eight millions of Sesterces for a fine or Income at hia entrance 
into a new Priesthood : by occasion whereof, his estate 
being so much decaied, driven he was to those streights, 
that for his disability to kcepe credit and satisfie the debt 
due unto the Chamber of the City by an Edict of thi 
Citie Treasurers * according to the law Prccdiatoria ht 
hung up to be sold in vacuum^ 

10 
Having passed the greatest part of his time in running 
thorough thescaodsucnliketroubles, at length in the fiftieth 
yeere of age, hee attained to the Empire, and that by a 
strange and wonderfuU hap. Being among others excluded 
by the Conspiratours that layed waite for Caius life, what 
time they Toided all the Companie about his person, under 
a colour as if he desired to be a part himselfe alone in some 
by-place, this Claudius had stept aside and retired into a 
" ' ■ ' "1 Herraeum : and not long aflcr, 
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lodging or parlour ( 

' Caius Caligula. ' 1 
published in table as vo\At aad v 



' His land* and goods 
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being affrighted at the rumour of that murder, slily crept TIBERIUS 

forth and conveied himselfe up into a Solar^ next adjoyning, CLAUDIUS 

and there hid himselfe betweene the hangings that hung p^o/Jji 

before the dore. Whiles hee lurked close there, a common 

Souldiour cliauncing to runne too and fro that way, espied 

his feete, and by earnest enquirie and asking who he was, 

hapned to take knowledge of him : who having drawne him 

forth of the place (when as for feare hee fell downe humbly 

at his feete and tooke hold of his knees) saluted him by the 

name of Emperour. From tlience he brought him imme- 

diatly to his other fellow Souldiours, who as yet stoode 

wavering and wist not what to doe but fare and fume. By 

them was he bestowed in a Licter : and for that his owne 

ser%'ants were fled scattering heere and there they also by 

tumes one after another supported the said Licter upon 

their shoulders : and so was he brought into the (Prastonan) 

Camp, all sad and amazed for feare : pitted also by the 

multitude that met him on the way, as if some innocent 

had been haled to execution. Being received within the 

trench and rampire, lodged he was alnight among the 

souldiouFs-watch with lesse hope of his a good deale than 

confidence. For the Consuls together with the Senate and 

the cohorts of the citie-souldiers, seized the Forum and the 

Capitol, with a purpose to claimc and recover the common 

libertie: and when himselfe was sent for, by a tribune of 

the commons into the Curia to sit in consultation and give 

his advise about those matters that were thought good to 

be propounded, he made answere. That deteined he was 

perforce and by constraint. But the next morrow, when as 

the Senate grewe more colde and slacke in following and 

executing their foresaid projects, (by reason of their tedious 

trouble and discord who dissented in opinion) whiles the 

multitude also standing round about, demaundcd by this 

time one Ruler and him ^ by name, he called the Souldiours 

in armour^ to an assembly, and suffred them to take their 

oath of alleageance, and sweare to maintaine his imperiall 

dignity: therewith promised unto them 1500 Sesterces' a 
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TIBERJUS peece : the first of all the Cssars that obliged unto him I 
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Having once established his Empire, hee thought nothing 
more deero and behovefuU than to aboUsh the remembrance 
of those two dales, wherein there was some doiibtfull question 
about the change and alteration of the State. Of all deedes 
and words therefore, which had passed during that time he 
made an Act there should be a general! pardon and per- 
petual! oblivion : which also hee made good and performed 
accordingly. Onely, some few Colonels and Centurions, out 
of that crew which conspired against Caius, he put to the 
sword : as well for example sake, as for that he had certaine 
intelligence, they required to have him also murdered, 
Then presently turning and bending his minde to the dutii 
of pietie and kindnesse, hee tooke up no forme of oath, 
either with more devout religion or oftener, than by the 
name of Augustus. He gave order, that for his Grand- 
mother Livia, there should by Decree be graunted Divine 
honours ; as also in the stately jHimpe of the Cirque 
Solemnities, a Chariot drawne with Elephants, like unto 
that of Augustus ; semblably, for the soules of his owne 
parents departed, publick Dirges and Funerall feasts: and 
more than so, particularly in the honour of his father Cirque- 
Flaies and games every yeere upon liis birth-day : ana ia 
memoriall of his mother, a coach to be led and drawne along 
through the Cirque : and the surname of Augusta, which 
by his Grandmother was refused. In remembrance of his 
brother^ (to celebrate whose memoriall hee omitted no 
occasion) hee exhibited a Greeke Comiedie at the solemne 
Games held in Naples : where, by sentence of the Umpiers 
and Judges he received a coronet therefore. Hee suflered not 
so much as M. Antonius to passe unhonoured, nor without 
a thankfull mention and remembrance : protesting one time, 
and that by an Edict, That so much tne more earnest he 
was, to have men celebrate the Birth day of his father 
Drusus, because upon the same day, his Grandfather An- 
' Germanicus. 
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also was borne. The Marble Arch, decreed verily in TIBERIUS 
times past by the Senate to be erected for Tiberius' neerc CLAUDIUS 
unto the Theater of rompeius, but for let, hee finished. ^Ilt!?.^? 
And albeit hee abrogateo and repealed all the Acts of 
Caius, yet the day of his death, although it were the be- 
□ning of his Empire, he forbad to be registred among 
feasts in the Kalendar. 



12 



But in honouring himselfe he was sparie, and caried a 
dvile modestie. The fore-name of Empcrour he forbare : 
excessive honours hee refused : the Espousals ^ of his owne 
daughter, the birth-day also of his Nephew her sonne, he 
passed over in silence, onely celebrating it with some private 
ceremonie and religious complements within house. He 
restored no banished person, but by the authority and war- 
rant of the Senate. That bee might bring with him into 
the Curia, the Capitaine of the Guaid and Tribunes * of the 
Souldiours : Item, that those Actes might bee ratified and 
stand in force, which his Procuratours had set downe in 
judging of causes, hee obtained by intreatie. He made 
suite unto the Consuls for a licence, to hold Faires and 
Markets, for his owne private Manors and Lands. In Com- 
missions and Examinations of causes held by the Magistrates, 
he would oftentimes be personalty present and sit an one of 
the Commissioners. To the same Magistrates, when they 
exhibited any Plaies or Games, himselfe also with the rest 
of the multitude would arise up, and both with hand and 
voice* doe them honour. When the Tribunes of the Com- 
mons repaired unto him before the Front of his Tribunal!, 
he excused himselfe unto them, for that by reason of straight 
roome hee could not give audience unto them otherwise than 
standing upon their feete. Therefore, within a small time 
bee purchased so much love and favour, as that when newes 
came (to Rome) that forlaied and slaine hee was in his 
journey to Ostia, the people in a great tumult and uprore, 
fell to banning and cursing both the Souldiours as Traitours, 

' His Unkle. ' Ot solemnily of nu.ptiall contract. ' Colonels. 

* Bj ■pplaose and acclamalioa. 
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TIBERIUS and the Senate also as Paricides ; 
CLAUDIUS to force against them, untill first o 
C^AR 'inother. yea and soone after many more were produced by 



leither ceased they thus 
; messenger, ana then 
lore were produced by 
the Magistrates to the publick Rostra, who assured them^ 
that he was alive and approached homeward. m 
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Yet continued hee noE for all this secured every way from 
the danger of secret practises and wait-laying : but assailed 
hee was as well by private persons, as whole factions and con- 
spiracies, yea and sore troubled in the end with civill warres. 
For there was a man, one of the Commons, taken about 
midnight neere unto his bed-chamber with a dagger. Found 
there were likewise twaine of the Grentlemens degree, in the 
open streete with a staffe having a blade in it ', and a 
Hunters wood-knife waiting for him : the one to assault his 
person when he was gone forth of the Theater : the other 
as hee sacrificed at the tem])le of Mars. Now there had 
conspired to make an insurrection and to alter the State, 
Gallus Asinius and Statilius Corvinus, the Nephewes of 
Pollio and Messalla the Oratours, taking unto them for 
their Complices many of his owne freed-men and servants. 
As for civile warre, kindled it was and begun by Furius 
Camillus Scribonianus, Lieutenant generall of Dalmatia : 
but within five daies quenched cleane and suppressed; by 
reason that the Legions, which had chaunged their oath of 
alleageance, in remorce of conscience and touch of religion 
repented, after that upon signification given of a journey 
to their new Generall, neither the JEg\e& could bee dight 
and trimmed, nor the militarie ensignea plucked up and 
removed *. 

14 

A.B.C. 794, To his first Consulship he bare foure more : of which, thi 
ra5,8oo, 804. two former jointlie and immediatly one after another: the ' 
rest ensuing, with some time betweene, to wit, each one in 
the fourth yeere : and as for the third, hee had no precedent 
for it in any other Prince, as being substituted in the voide 



' Some cil Ihis a Jacobs staffe. 
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place of & Consull deceased. A precise Josticer he was, TIBERIUS 
miaistrtng Justice, both when hee was Consull, and also being *'^[^?/]o^ 
out of that Office, most painfully ; even upon the solemne c^SAR 
daies instituted for him and his : yea, and otherwhiles upon 
the auncient festival! daies and such as were religious. He 
followed not alwaies the prescript rule of lawes, moderating i 

either the rigour or the lenity of penalties, by equity and 
reason, according as he stood affected to a cause : for, both 
unto those he restored their actions and gave leave to com- 
mense them a new, who in the Court before private Judges ^ 
had once lost their suites, by claiming more than was due : 
and also, such as were convict of some greater deceite and 
cousenage, he condemned to be cast unto wilde beasts : ex- 
ceeding therein the ordinarie punishment by law appointed. 

15 

Moreover, in the examination, triall, and deciding of 
controversies, he was wonderous variable : one while circum- 
spect, wary, and of great insight : otherwhiles as rash and 
inconsiderate : now and then also foolish, vaine, and like to 
one without all reason. When hee reviewed upon a time 
the Decuriea of Judges, and put whom hee thought good 
from their Jurisdiction : one of them, who had answered to 
his name, and concealed the immunity and priviledge that 
he had hy the benefit of children, he discharged quite, as 
a man desirous to be a Judge*. Another of them being 
molested and called into question by his adversaries before 
him, as touching a matter hetweene him and them, and 
pleading withall for himselfe. That it was a case to be 
tried not extraordinarily (by Cawiar) but by the common 
course of Law, and in an ordinary Court of deputed Judges : 
he compelled immediatly to handle and decide his owne 
cause before him : as who in his proper businesse should 
give proofe how indifferent a Judge he would be heereafter 
in the matter of another. There was a woman that would 
not acknowledge her owne sonnc. Now, when by evidences 
and arguments alleadged pro ct contra on both sides, the 

* Of priTWe mailers, as Prstouts and Centumvirs. - And Iherfoie, 
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TIBERIUS question rested in equall ballance doubtful!, he awarded, 
''nnnsnc^ that she should be wedded to the young man': and so 
rsSiAi. forced her to eonfesse the truth and to take him for her 
child. Most ready he was to give judgement on their side, 
who made appearance in Court when their adversaries were 
absent : without any respect and consideration, whether a 
man slacked and stajed by his owne default, or upon some 
necessitie. One cried out upon a forger of writings, and 
required. That both his hands might be cut off. Hee made 
no more a-doe, but forthwith called instantly, to have the 
hangman sent for, with his chopping knife and butchers 
blocK, to do the deed. There hapned one to be called 
judicially to tlie barre, For that being a forainer he bare 
himselfe as a Romaine Citizen : and when the advocates of 
both sides grew to some little variance about this circum- 
stance, namely. Whether the party Defendant oughttomake 
his answere and plead his owne cause in a gowne ^ or a 
cIoake% he then, as if hee would make exceeding shew of 
pure and uncorrupt equitie, commaunded him to shift and 
change his habite often in the place, according as he was 
either accused or defended. Moreover, sitting in judgement 
to decide a certaine controversie, when he had heard what 
could be said, hee pronounced sentence out of a written table, 
as it is verily thought, to this effect. That hee judged on 
their side, who had allcadged the truth. For which prankes 
hee became base and contemptible, in so much as every 
where, and openly he was despised. One, to excuse a 
witnesse*, whom Cajsar^ had called for out of a Province, 
allcadged in his behalfe, and said, Hee could not possibly 
come in time and be present, dissimuting the cause thereof 
a great while : at length, after manie long demaunds, what 
the reason might he, ' Why,' quoth hee, ' the mau is dead at 
Puteoli,' Another when hee gave him thankes, for suffering 
a person accused to have the henefite of a triall and to bee 
defended, added more-over these wordes, ' And yet this is an 
usuall and ordinarie thing.' Furthermore, I my selfe have 
heard olde foike say, that these Lawyers and Barristers were 
* As a Citiiea of Rome. ' As a forainer. 



wont to abuse his patience so much, that h 
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doifne from the Tribunall \ they would not onely call upon 
him to come backe againe, but also take hold of his gowne 
lappet and skirt, yea and otherwhile catch him fast by the 
foote, and so hold him still with them. And that no man 
need to mervaile heereat, there was one of tliese Greeke 
Lawyers, who pleading before him hapned in earnest alter- 
cation to let fall these words, Kal av yepav el Kai /latpov, i. 
Thou art both old, and a foole besides. And verily it is for 
certaine knowne, that a Gentleman of Rome, accused before 
him for his obscene Btthinesse and unnaturall abuse of women, 
(although untruly) as having an enditemeiit framed against 
him by his enemies that were mighty : when he saw common 
strumpets cited and their depositions heard against him, 
flung nis writing stecle and the bookes which he had in his 
hand, witii great ubraiding of him also for his footishnesse 
and cruelty, even at his very face, so as he rippled and hurt 
therewith his cheeke not a little, 

16 

He bare also the Censureship : an office that a long time « 
had beene discontinued, after Paulus and Piancus the Cen- 
sours: but even this very place he held with an uneven 
hand and as variable a minde, as the event and suecesse 
ensuing. In the review taken of Romaine Gentlemen, bee 
dtsDUBsed without shame and disgrace, a young man charged 
with many infamous villanies, howbeit one whom his c 
father testified upon his knowledge and triall to bee right 
boaest: saying withall, That he had a Censor of his owne. 
To another youth, who was in a very bad name for spoiling 
of maidens, and adulteries committed with wives, he did no 
more but give warning, either more sparily to spend him 
selfe in those young and tender yeeres of his, or else more 
warily at least-wise, to goe to worke : adding thus much 
beside, 'For why know I,' (juoth hee, 'what wencb thou 
keepest?' And when upon the intreaty of his familiar 
friends he had taken of the infamous note which was set 
upon the name of one, 'Well," quoth he, ' let the blot yet 
Oi judgemcat si 
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TIBERIUS remaine still to be scene '^,' An honourable man and a prin- 
CLAUUIUS cipoll personage of the Province Greece, howbeit ignorant 
C.SSAR '" ^^^ Latine tongue, he not oneiy rased out of the ranke 
and roll of Judges, but also deprived of his freedom in 
Rome, and made him a meere alien. Neither suflred he 
any man to render an account of his life, otherwise than 
with his owne mouth, as well as every one was able, and 
without a patrone to speake for him, Hee noted manj 
with disgrace, and some of them without their knowledge, 
as mistrusting no such thing: yea, and for a matter that 
had no precedent, namely, because without his privity and a 
pasport obtained they went forth of Italy : one also among 
the rest, for that in the Province he accompanied a King in 
his traine : alledging for example, tliat in his Auncestours 
dales Rabirius Postumus for following of K. Ptolomseus into 
Alexandria to save and recover the monie which he had lent 
him, was accused before the Judges, of Treason to the State. 
Having assaied to put many more to rebuke with great 
imputation of the Inquisitours negligence, but with ffreater 
shame of his owne : looke whomsoever he chained with 
single life', with childlesse estate or poverty, those lightly 
he found guiltlesse, as who were able to prove themselves 
husbands, fathers, and wealthy. Certes, one there was, who 
being accused to have laied violent hands upon himselfe, 
and wounded his owne body with a sword, stript himselfe 
naked, and shewed the same whole and sound, without any 
harme in the world. Many other Acts he did of speciall 
note whiles he was Censour as namely those: He com-, 
maunded a silver Chariot sumptuously wrought and set outj 
to sale in the streete Sigillaria, for to be bought and broken 
all to peeces openly. Item, in one day he published 30 
Edicts or Proclamations: and ij. among the rest: in the 
one whereof hee gave the people warning. That when their 
Vineyards bare Grapes plentifully, they should pitch* theit 
vessels very well within : in the other, he did them to 
understand, That there was nothing so good against thej 
stinging of a Viper, as the juice of the Ughtree, 

I Uiwa lamtH exiel. Some read txtaf, i. yet the blol remaineth : meaning the 
GIthineiof thefoct. ' For thete matters would beareaction. * Oienhuile. 
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Ore expedition and no more hee undertooke, and that was 
very small. When the Senate had by Decree allowed him 
Triumphall ornaments, hee supposing that a bare title 
of honour was inferiour to the majestie of a Prince and 
Einperour, wiUing also to enterprise some exploit, whereby 
he might win the due glorie of a complet triumph, made 
choise before all other Provinces of Itritaine ; attempted by 
none since Julius (Cksot) of famous memorie, and at that 
time in a tumultuous uprore, for that ccrtaine revolts and 
rebels fled from thence, were not rendred. As he sailed 
from Ostia thitherward, twice had he like to have beene 
cast away and drowned, by reason of the strong blustring 
Southeme winde Circius, neere unto Ligana, hard by the 
Hands Stoechades*. Having therefore travailed by land, 
from Massiles as farre as to the Cape Gessoriacum ', he 
croAaed the seas from thence into Britaine ; and in very 
few daies -, without battaile or bloudshed, part of the Hand 
jeelded to his devotion. So, in the sixth moneth after his 
first setting forth hee returned to Rome, and triumphed 
with most Bumpteous pompc therefore prepared. To the 
sight of which Solemnitie, hee suifred not onely the Presi- 
dents and Grovemours of Provinces to have recourse into the 
Citie, but also certaine banished persons. And among the 
enemies Spoiles, hee set up a navall Coronet, and fastened it 
to the Finial of his house Palatine, hard by another civick 
guirland, in token and memoriall of the Ocean by him sailed 
over and subdued. After his triumphant Chariot rode 
Messallina his wife in a Coach ; then followed those gallants 
also^ who in the same warre had attained to triumphall 
ornaments: the rest went on footc and in their rich robes 
carded with purple : onely Crassus Frugi mounted upon a 
brave Courser trimly trapped, and arraied himselfe in a 
triumphant mantle of estate, for that now twice hee had 
atchieved that honour. 
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Hee was at kH times most carcfull and provident for the' 
Citic ', especially that the market might bee well served with 
victuals : what time, the ^milian j^ilices (or Tenements) 
were on fire and continued still hurninf^, hee remained two 
nights together in the place called Diribitoriura : and when 
the multitude of Souldiours and household servants failed, 
hee called together by meanes of the Magistrates, the 
Commons of the Citie out of all the streetes and Parishes to 
come in and helpc, setting before him his chests full of 
money ; exhorting them to doe their best for the quenching 
of the fire : and readie for to pay presently every one a good 
reward according to the paines hee tooke. Now, when 
come and victuals were growne very scarce, (such was the 
continuall unseasonable weather that Drought harrainnesae)he 
was uppon a time in the middes of the market place * deteined 
by the multitude and so assayled and pelled what wit' 
reviling taunts and what with peeces of broken bread, thi 
hardly and with much adoe he was able to escape, and no' 
otherwise than by a posteme gate, unto the Pallace. Wher- 
upon he devised all the means he possibly could to bring 
into the Citie provision of corne and victuals, even in the 
winter season. For, he not onely proposed certaine set 
gaines to all cornemasters, that would venture for graine, 
undertaking himselfc to beare all the losse that should 
happen unto anie of them by tempest : but ordained also 
great fees and avaiies for those that would builde ships for 
such traffique and merchandise, according to the condition and 
19 quality of each one: Namely for everie Romane Citizen 
exemption from the lawe Papia Poppiea: for enfranchised 
Latines, the freedome of Romane Citizens : and for women, 
the priviledgo and benefit of those that had 4 children, which 
constitutions stand in force and be observed at this day. 



* when sa ever you read in Suetonius (Cily) absolutelj, understand therby 
Romei aW" txeektcH : as ore would say. The Ciiy of nit Ciiiei: an 
ordinarie phrase in other Romain writers: according; as Vii^l bath fitly 
mpr^sed in this verse, Eclcg. \.: Uriem quota dicunt, Komam, ttcM 
* Or Forum. 
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Many works lie finished, and those rather for greatnesse, 
mge, then for use, needfull. But the chiefe and principal) 
c these: The conduit of water begun by Cains. Item a 
^ to let out and drainc the lake Fucinus; and the 
' at Ostia : although he knew well enough, that the 
one * (of the twaine) Augustus had denied unto the Marsians 
who continually entreated him about it: and the other* 
intended oftentimes in the desigument of Julius Caeaar of 
sacr^ meniorie, was for the difficultic thereof layde aside. 
The two colde and plenteous fountaines ' of the water 
ClAudia, of which the one bearcth the name of Cierulcus, 
the other of Curtius or Albndiniis, as also the new river of 
Anio " he conveicd and brought to Rome all the way, within 
ttone-work: and then derived and devided the same into 
many and those right beautifull pooles^ He went in 
band with the mere Ficinus in hope of gainc as well as of 
glorie: when some there were, who would have bound 
themselves in covenant and promise, to draine the sayd 
marrigh at their owne private charges, in case the grounds 
being once made drie might be graunted unto them in free- 
hold. Now, for the length of three miles, partly by digging 
through the hill, and partly by hewing out the rocke before 
hitn, nee finished the channell at last with much adoc and 
after eleven yeares labour : albeit thirty thousand men were 
at worke continually about it and never rested between. 
Tlie Pere at Ostia beforesayd he made, by drawing an arme 
of the sea about, on tht- left and right hand both : and with 
all, at the mouth and entrance thereof, where now the 
round lay deepe, raising an huge dam or pile against it, 
>r the surer foundation of whicn pile, he drowned before 
md that ship, wherein the great Obelisk bad beene trans- 

r Golt. ' Or Pert. ' The dritwine of Ihe lake Ficinus. 

r'. the Pcre si Oslia. Bal because Ihcre it no mcnlion made in 
u Csson life of this Pere oi hiven, Game read for Alterua In this place 
n ! and then (he word AlUrum befoie, ii meuit of the second wotke 
t three, denied unto ihe Manians, etc Cattrum, i. but inlcnded 
ie« in the detigncmenl of Julias, etc ' Or heads. • JKroi 
.' lome read Hovieftn, i. «nlhin iiewslonework. 'Or Cigtemes. 
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TFBERIUS ported out of -Egypt : and when liee had supported it with 

CI^UIJIL'S buttresses of many stones, bee planted aloft upon the same 

r^sAll *" exceeding higli watch-towre to the patteme of that 

Pharus at Alexandria, to the end that by the fires burning 

there, in the night seaaon, vessels at sea might direct their 



/^ Hee dealt often among the people great doles and C(niJ| 
giaries. Manyshewes and games JiKcwise hee exhibited, ai 
those magnificent : not such onely as were usuall and in 
accustomed places r but those that were both newly devised 
and also brought into use againe, whereas they had of 
auntient time beene discontinued : yea and where no man 
else before him had ever set forth anie. The games for the 
dedication of Pompeiua Theatre, which being halfe burnt 
hee had rcedified ', he gave a signall to begin from out of his 
Tribunall - erected in the Orchestra : seeing that before 
time, when hee had sacrificed and done his devotions in the 
houses above and came downe from thence through the mids 
of the Theatre and assembly, not one would once arise and 
give applause, but sat still and kept silence. He set out 
also the Secular games and playes^, as if they had beene 
exhibited by Augustus over sooue, and not reserved unto 
their full and due time: and yet himselfe in his owne 
histories writeth : That whereas the sayd solemnities had 
beene intermitted, Augustus long after by a most exact 
calculation of the yeeres i-educed them into order againe. 
By occasion whereof, the voice of the cryer was then ridi- 
culous and laughed at, when after the solemne manner he 
called the people, to behold those games and playes, which 
no man had once seene alreadie, or should ever see againe: 
whereas there survived yet many who had seene them 
before : yea and some of the actours, who in times past had 
beene produced, were then likewise brought forth upon the 
3t^e. Oftentimes also he represented the Circensian games 
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in the vaticane, and otherwhiles after every 5 courses ^ hee TIBBRID& 

brought in the bailing of wild beastes. But in the greatest CLAUDIU8 

Cirque of all which was beauti^ed with barr-gates of marble p»daii 

stone and goales all guilded (whereas before time they had 

beene made of soft sandstone and wood), hee appointed 

proper and peculiar places for the Senatours, wlio had wont 

before time to behold the same sports here and there. 

Beside the races for the prise of Chariots drawen with foure 

steeds : he represented abo the warlike Troie pastime, and 

the baiting of Leopards : which the troup of tne Pretorian 

horse-men slew, having for their leaders the Tribunes and 

the Captajne himselfe. Moreover, hee brought into the 

shewplace Thessalian men of armes, whose manner is to 

chase about the cirque wild buls, until they be tyred : then 

to mount them, and by the homes to force them downe to 

the ground. As for shewes of sword-fensers, hee exhibited 

them in many places, and after divers and sundrie sorts. 

One, that was kept every yeare within the Praetorian camp, 

without any baiting and sumptuous provision of furniture. 

As for that, which was ordinarily set out and formally with 

baiting and other preparations in Mars held at the Septa : 

in the same place likewise, another extraordinary one and 

of short continuance, which he began to call Spartula, 

because he proclaimed at first when he exhibited it, That he 

invited the people thereto, as it were to a sodaine supper 

and short pittance, such as men use to hid themselves unto. 

And in no kind of sport or gaming represented unto them, 

was he more civile, familiar and better disposed to passe the 

time away : in so much as putting forth his left nand, he 

tt^ther with the common sort, would both by word of 

mouth tell, and with his fingers also number the peeces of 

gold as he tendred them unto the winners; and many a 

time by way of exhortation and entreaty provoke the people 

to mirth; ever and anon calling them Sirs*: yea, and 

betweene whiles intermingling bald, and far fetcht jests. 

As for example, when the people called for one Palumbus*' 

to play his prises, hee promised to let them have him, if he 

Of Chorial running. '' Or, my maislers, Domittoi. * TTie name 
ewer. ^^ 
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TIBERIUS were once caught. This also was but a simple plaine jest 
(^LA[(P_ll;S although to good purpose and in season delivered : when he 
had by a speciall indulgence, granted unto a Champion who 
fought out of a British chariot, (for whome his foure 
children made earnest suite and entreaty) that he should 
bee freed from that profession of sword-fight ; and that with 
the great favour and likine of all men, he sent presently an 
admonition in writing: wherein he advertised the people, 
how much they should endeavour to get children, seeing, as 
they did, in what good steed they served, and how they 
procured grace even unto a sword-fenser. He represented 
also in Mars field a warlike shew of the winning and sacking 
of a towne : likewise the yeelding of the Princes of Britaine; 
where he sat himselfe as president in his rich Coat -armour. 
When he was about to let out the water of the mere^ 
Fieinus, he exhibited in it a navall fight before: and as 
they who were to fight this battaile, cryed out unto him, 
'Ave Itnperator, etc., i. All haile O Emperour; they salute 
thee and wish thy life who are ready to aye': and he againe 
made answere, ^Avete^ vos^ After which word given, as if 
he had pardoned them this skirmish, there was not one of 
them would fight: he, sitting a good while in doubt and 
suspense with himselfe, whether he should destroy them al 
with fire and sword, at length leapt forth of his throne, 
and running to and fro about the circuit of the sayd lake 
(not without foule faltering of his legs under him) partly 
with threats, and in part by way of exhortation, constrainea 
them to skirmish. At this brave shew, the Sicilian and 
Rhodian fleetes encountrcd : eyther of them consisting of 
twelve^ gallies ruled with three rankes of oares a peece. 
To give the signall of battaile, there was a Triton ol" 
Sylver* arising out of the mids of the lake by a fabricki 
artificially devised, to sound the trumpet and set thi 
togither. 



' Oi Lake. "ThisVerbc {Avele) signifieth here, farewell or adieu. But 
Ihe Souldiours construed ii in the betler sense for Iheyr owne lurns, (as tbej 
had used it before in saluting him) All haile ye also. ° Duodenamia. Some 
read tindetiitetiats, i. 19. and out of Dio, quinqiiagtnantm, i. 
aembllne Neptunes Trucopettei. 
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Certaiae pointes about religious ceremonies, touching the 
•tate likewise of civil) and tnilitarie affaires, as also concern- 
ing all degrees of persons both at home and abroad, he 
eyther reformed, or after long disuse forgotten, brought into 
practise againe, or els instituted and ordained new. In the 
election and admission of Priests throughout their severall 
Colledges, hec nominated not one hut he tooke his oath 
first. He obsened also preciaely that so often as there was 
an Karthquake in the Citie, the Pretour for the time beeing 
should call a publike assembly of the people and proclaims 
certain holydaies : seniblably, that upon the prodigious 
sight of an unlucky foule ' in the Capitol, there should be 
held a solemne procession and supplication : wherein him- 
aelfe personally m the right of High priest, after warning 
given unto the people from the Rostra, did read and pro- 
nounce a forme of prayers and they say after him. But 
this congregation bee sequestred and removed the 
base multitude of mechanicall labourers and slaves. 
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^^^ nounce 
^^irom th 

^H The 1 
^^^devided 



The handling of causes and judiciall pleading in Courts, 
devided before time into certaine moncths for winter and 
conjoyned altogether. Tlie jurisdiction as 
touching feofments upon trust which was wont yeere by 
yeere, and onely within the Citic to bee committed unto 
the magistrates, hee ordained to hold by patent for ever: 
and betooke the chaige thereof unto the rulers and gover- 
nours also of state in every province. That branch 
annexed to the lawe Papia Poppsea - *, which emplyeth thus 
much. That men threescore yeeres of age are disabled for 
generation, he altered* by an edict*. He ordeined that 
imto Pupils ^ the Consuls should extraordinarily appoint 

■ Whether it neie an Owle, o 
lib. lo, cap. 13, and 13. » Thai a Womnn 
aol bee wedded lo 3 man that was thret 

* Gnnting that men ihteescore yeerea oldc ir 

* Wards under »ge. 
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TIBBRins Tutors and Guardians, That they also who by the head- 
CLAUDIUS Magistrates were forbidden to make abode within any 
C^AK provinces, should bee debarred likewise from the Citie of 

Rome and Italie. Himselfe confined somt after n strange 

fashion and without any precedent, inhibiting them to 
depart above three miles from the City. When he n 
treat of any great affaire in the Curia, his manner w 
sit in the Tribunes pue just in the midst betweene the ^ 
Consuls chaircs. As for pasports ' which the Consuls were I 
wont to be sued unto for, he would have the Citizens to bee I 
beholden unto himselfe onely therefore, and to crave the | 
same at his hands. 

The badges and ornaments belonging unto the Consuls 1 
he granted unto the Ducenarie Procuratours and Scneschall I 
of Provinces ^. From as manie as refused the honorable " 
dignitie of Senatours, he tooke away also the worship of 
the gentlemens degree. The right to weare the Laticlave ', 
(although bee promised at first not to chuse anie one 
Senatour who could not reckon 4 lineall descents from a 
citizen of Rome,) he allowed also to a libertines sonne : hut 
with this condition, if he were adopted before by a Gentle- 
man of Rome. And fearing for all that, least he should be 
blamed, he proved and shewed, that even Appius Csecus the 
cheife auncitour and Auctor of his owne race, being censor 
elected and admitted into the Senate the sonnes of Liber- 
tines : ignorant as hee was, that in the dayes of the sayde 
Appius, and in the times long after ensuing, those were 
called Libertines, not onely who themselves were manumised 
and enfranchised, but such also, as were free borne of their 
progeny. The Colledge of Questours, insteede of paving the 
streets and high-wayes he enjoyned to exhibite a game or 
shew of sword-fensers : and in the lieu of the Provinces, 
Ostia and Gaule * which he tooke from them hee restored 

' Licences to be absent a. lime from Rome. '' VVbo received SOOOOO 
sellerces for saluie oi might dcspend so much by the place. ' j. The 
Senalours robe sludded with purple. * Cisalpina, which ihetupon • 

called Provincia Qiuestotia. 
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the charge of the publike Treasure in the temple of Satiirne ; TrBERICS 
which office in the meane space betweene', tne Pretours for ''^5™',^* 
the time being, or those verely who liad been Pretours "Je^ 
before had borne. Unto Silanus espoused and betrothed 
unto his daughter, before he was undergrowon and 14 yeeres 
of age hee granted triuniphall ornaments : but of elder 
persons to so many, as there is an Epistle extant written 
in the common name of the Legions wherein they make 
petition, That unto the Consuls Liouetenants there might be 
granted together with the conduct of the armie, the sayde 
triumphall honours : to the end that they should not picke 
quarrels and seeke occasions of warre, they cared not how 
nor what way. Moreover to A. Ptantius he gave by a 
decree the pety triumph Ovatio : and as he entred so into 
the Citie himselfe met him upon the waie : and both when 
he went into the CapitoU and returned also from thence 
againe, gave him the better hand-. Unto Gahinius Secundus, 
who had vanquished the Cauci a nation in Germanic, he 
permitted and gave leave to assume the surname Caucius in 
his style. 

25 
The horsemens service and their places he ordered so by 
degrees, as that after the charge of a cohort, he granted the 
leading of a wing: and after the commaund thereof, the 
Tribuneship or regiment of a Legion : he ordained their 
stipends also: and a kind of imaginary warrefare called 
SHpru-Nutnernm (which they that were absent might 
execute) and in name or title onelv. By vertue of a 
decree that passed even from the Nobles them selves, 
he prohibited all souldiours professed, to enter into 
any Senatours houses for to do their dutie and salute 
them. Those Libertines who bare them selves for 
Romane gentlemen he caused to forfeit their goods and 
bodies to the state. Such of them as were unthankeful and 
of whom their patrons complained, he deprived of fi-eedome 
and made them bound againe : yea and denied unto their 
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_ freed men. When some Marten there 

woe, tint put brth tbeir sick umI diseased slaves into the 
Ue of MtaaimfifB % fiv to avoid the tedious trouble of their 
cores at borne, he mmit «a act and ordained, That all such 
slaTCs sboahl be free and not icturoe againe into the hands 
cf tiheir llMten, in case they ever recovered : and if anie 
Ibater Aom to kill tbem outright, rather then thus to put 
them forth, they should be guiltr of murder. He gave warn- 
ing by aa edict, that no waifaHng men should travaile 
thrcN^ aaie towne in Itahe, hut either on foot or bome 
inachaiR^orelscarned ioa licter*. In Puteoli and in Ostia 
K> be placed sererall cohorts to put by all mischances of skare- 
i^^Gres. He fiHrbad all penonsbj condition aliens and forrajners, 
to take upon them Romaoe names : those I meane onely that 
distinguisbed bouses and families. As manie of them as 
usurped the fieedome of Rome-Citie he beheaded in the 
Esquiline 6elde*. The two provinces Achaia and Mace- 
dtmia, which Tibeniis (the Emperour) had appropriated to 
him selfe*, heeyeelded up againe into the hands and dispose 
of the Senate. The Lycians hee deprived of their freedome, 
hy occasion of the mortall discord and variance among them. 
To the Rhodians, who repented for their olde trespasses hee 
restored their libertie which they had lost. Hc?c forgave all 
tributes to the llienses for ever, as to the first founders and 
stock e- fathers of the Romane Nation : and to that purpose 
hee red an olde letter in Greeke written unto K, Seleucus by 
the Senate and people of Rome : wherein they promised to 
entcrtaine amitie and league with him upon this condition, 
that hee would graunt unto the llienses, their naturall kins- 
folke, immunitie from all taxes and tributes. TheJewes"" 
who by the instigation of one Chrestus were evermore 
tumultuous, he banished Rome. The Kmbassadours of the 
Germanes hee permitted to sit in the Orchestra ' (with the 
Senatours) beeing mooved so to doe at their simplicitie a 

' Otherwise called Tiberina. ' Wilhoul Ihc gale Esquilina. 
his 5ucccssoni9. * This some ibinke is lo bee understood of ChrUtu 
whom we find in ihe Ecclesiastical writers 10 bee miinnmed by the Etfai 
Inlictels, Cinsliam', like as Christ hinuelfe CArcsfat, in skome. 
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eonfident boldenesse, for that beeing brought into the Popu- TIBERIUS 
laria^ and perceiving Parthians and Armenians sitting among ''t^^P™* 
the Senatours, they of their owne accord had remooved and ciE&ifi 
passed to that quarter i giving out these words withall, that — 

their valour and condition of estate was nothing inferiour to 
the others. The religion of the Druidie among the Freni-'h- 
men, practising horrible and detestable cruelty and which 
under Augustus, Romane Citizens onely were forbidden to 
professc and use, he quite put downe and abolished. Con- 
trariwise, the sacred rites and holy Cajremonies (of Ceres) 
called EleuMnia, hee attempted to transferre out of the 
Territorie Attica to Rome. The Temple likewise of Venus 
Erycine ' in Sicilie, which in continuance of time was decayed 
and fallen downe, hee caused to bee repayred and built againe 
at the common charges of the people of Rome : hee made 
Covenants and league with forraine Kings, by the comple- 
ments of killing a sowe ' in the Forum, and using withall 
the sentence or preface that the Heraulds- in old time 
pronounced : but both these affaires and others besides, the 
whole Empire also in a manner or a great part thereof he 
managed not so much after his owne minde, as by the direc- 
tion and wil of his Wives and freed-men: beeing verely affected 
and framed for the most part so, as stood eyther with their 
profit or good pleasure. 



When he was a very youth, he had espoused two msidens, 
namely .Emilia Lepida neice to Augustus once remooved, 
likewise Lina Medullina, sumamed also Camilla, a Ladie 
descended from the auntient house of Camillus the Dictatour. 
The former of these twaine, because her parents had offended 
Augustushecast offremainingasyeta Virgin: the latter, hee 
lost by occasion of sicknesse, upon that very day which was 
appointed for the mariage. After this, he wedded these 
wives, to wit. Plautia Herculanilla ^ whose father had 
triumphed ; and not long after, jElia Pretina, whose father 
had beene Consul. Both these he divorsed : Pietina upon 
fight offenses and small displeasures ; mary, Herculanilla he 
' Pana. ' Ot F«ials. See Livic, lib. I. > Or UrguIaniUa. 
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suspicioQ of a murder. After these he tooke to wife Valei 
Messallina, the daughter of Barbatus Messalla his cout 
german : whom when hee found once, over and beside the rest 
of her abominable vices and dishonesties, to have been 
wedded to C. Sillus ', and that with a dourie assured unto 
her and signed among the Auspices -, he put to death. And 
in a speech that he made openly before his Pretorian Soul- 
diours, avowed that because his mariages proved so bad, he 
resolved to rcmaine unmarried and live a single life: and if 
he did not continue so for ever, hee would not refuse to be 
stabbed by their very hands. Neither could he endure, but 
forthwith treat upon conditions of manage even with Pastina, 
whom long before hee had put away i yea and with LoUia 
Paulina wife some time to C. Ciesar. But through the entic- 
ing allurements of Agrippina *, the daughter of Germanicus 
his owne brother, what oy the meanes of kissing courtesies, 
what by the opportunities of other daliances, being drawen 
into love and fancie with her, at the next Session of Senate 
he subborned certaine of purpose to opine and give advice, to 
compell him for to make her his Wife, as being a matter of 
right great consequence, and which most of all concerned the 
State : that other men also might be dispensed with and 
licenced to contract the like mariages ' which until that time 
were reputed incestuous. And so, himselfe staled hardly one 
day between, before hee dispatched the wedding : but none 
were found that followed the precedent, except one libertine 
and another who had been a principal Centurion in the formost 
Cohort, at whose manage even himself in person together 
with Agrippina was present to do him credite and honor. 



27 



Children he begat of 3 wives. By Herculanilla he 
Drusua and Claudia: by Pwtina he was father of Antonia^ 
and Messallina bare unto him Octavia and a son, whom first 
he named Germanicus and afterwards Britannicus. As for 



ni«r^^^ 



' Whiles she wa? Empresse and wife to Claudiiis. ' The handfwten oi 
makers of the mnriagc. ' His owne neipce. * VViih their brothen q 
listers daughters. 
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Drusus, he lost him at Pompeii ' before he was 14 yeares of 
age by occasion that he was choaked witii a peare which in 
pUty and pastime beeing tossed aloft into the aire, fell just 
into his mouth as he gaped wide for it : unto whom also but 
few (laies before, hee had affianced in mariage the daughter of 
Sejanus : which maketh mee more to mervaile that some 
have written, hee was treacherously killed by Sejanus. His 
(supposed) daughter Claudia, who in deede was conceived by 
his freed man Boter, although shce was borne before the fifth 
moneth after the divorse, and began to be nourced and reared; 
yet hee commaiinded to be laid at her mothers dore and 
starke naked to be cast forth. Antonia his daughter, he 
gave in mariage to Cn. Pompeius Magnus: afterwards to 
Faustus Sulla ij. right noble yong gentlemen: and Octavia 
he bestowed upon Nero^ his wives sonne, notwithstanding 
she had been promised, and betrothed before imto Silanus. 
His Bonne Britannicus, whom Mcssalliua bare unto him the 
twentieth day after he came to the Empire and in his second 
Consulship, being yet a very babe he recommended continu- 
ally both to the souldiours in open assembly, dandling him 
in his owDe hands, and also to the common people at the 
solemnities of games and plaies, holding him cither in his 
hosome or just before him, whiles the multitude with great 
acclamations, all good words and fortunate osses seconded 
him. Of his sonnes in Law who matched with his daughters, 
he adopted Nero: Pompeius and Silanus he not onely cast 
off and rejected but murdred also. 



Of all his freed men hee esteemed especially Posides the 
Ellnuch^ unto whom also in his triumph over Britaine, 
among martiall men and valiant Souldiours, he gave a speare 
without an jTon head*: and no lessc account made ne of 
Fielis^ : whom first he ordained Capitaine over the Cohorts 
and Comets of Horsemen, yea and ruler of the Province 
June; tbehusband of three Queenes". Asalsoof Harpocras, 
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'nifiuiereiH ami'sit. ' Emperour after him. ' 

* SoJla pHra danavil: for his great valour forsooth. " Of this 
ntion is niide in ihe Acts of the Apostles. 
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TIBERIDS unto whom hee graunted a priviledge to be caried in a Litter 
CLAUDIUS through the Citie of Rome, and to set out Games and Plaies 
QBoAB '" publick '' : and besides these, hee affected with much respect 
Polybius, the guide and directour to him in his Studies, who 
oftentimes would waike cheelce by jole betweene the two 
Consuls. But above all these, he held in greatest esteeme 
Narcissus his Secretarie or enditer of Epistles, and Pallas 
the Keeper of his bookes of accounts : whom by vertue of a 
Decree also which went from the Senate, he suffred willingly 
to be not onely rewarded with rich Fees, but also to be 
adorned with the Honours of Questure and Pretureship : 
likewise to get, to pill and poll by hooke and crooke so 
much, as that when hiniselfe complained upon a time how 
little treasure hee had in his Coffers, one made answere unto 
him not absurdly. That hee might have store enough and 
plenty, in case his two freed men' would admit him to share 
with them. 

29 I 

To these (freed men) and to his wives as I said before, 
being wholly addicted and enthralled, hee bare himselfe not 
as an absolute Prince, but as their Minister and Servitour*. 
According as it was behoovefuU and commodious to any of 
these, or stoode with their affection and pleasure, hee graunt«i 
honourable dignities, conferred the conducts of Armies, and 
awarded impunities and punishments : yea, and for the most 
part, I assure you when himselfe was altogether ignorant 
and wist not what hee did. And not to reckon up par- 
ticularly, every small thing, to wit, his liberalities and gifts 
revoked, his judgements reversed, his Patents and Writings 
concerning the graunts of Offices either foisted in or plainly 
altered or chaungcd by them : hee slew his brother Appius 
Silanus^: the ij. Julia;, the one daughter of Drusus*, and 
the other of Germanicus*, upon bare imputation of a crime, 
without any ground : not allowing them so much as lawfull 
triall and libertic to plead in their owne defence : likewise 

' Nftrcissus and Pallas. ' Consatemm: so called for thai thcLi ctiildien 
maried together ; and such with iis, riBme one another brethren. * The 
Sonne of Tiberius. * Who is eilled also LiviEla. 
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Co. Pompcius, husband to }iis eldur daughter, and Lucius IIBEIUUS 
Silanus espoused to the other (and all through their sug- ^''^J'^'g^ 
gations and informations). Of which, Pompeius was stabbed ^*UL . » 
even as he lay in bed with a beloved youth and Catamite of 
his : Silanus was forced to resigne up his Pretureship foure 
dales before the Kalends of Janunrie, and to loose his life' 
in the beginning of the yeere on the very wedding day of 
Claudius and Agrippina. To the execution of 35 Senatours, 
and above an hundred Romaine Gentlemen so easily was 
hee induced, as that, when the Centurion brought word 
backe, as touching the death of one who had beene Consul!, 
saying. That the dccde was done which he had commaunded, 
he flatly denied that he gave any such warrant. Never- 
tbelesse the thing he allowed : whiles his freed men afore- 
said standing by, avouched, That the Souldiours had done 
their devoir, in that they ran willingly of their owne heads 
to revenge their Empcrour. For, it would be thought 
incredible if I should relate, how even for the very mariage 
of Messallina with the Adulterer Silius : his own self sealed 
the Writings for assurance of the Dowrie, being perswaded 
and brought thereunto, as though the said wedding was but 
coiourably, of purpose pretended to avert forsooth and 
translate the danger, that by certaine prodigies were por- 
tended to hang over his owne head. 



Right personable hee was, and caned a presence not 
without authoritc and majestic, whether he stoode or sate ; 
but especially when he was laid and tooke his repose. For, 
of stature hee was tall, and nathlesse his body not lanke and 
slender. His countenance lively, his gray haires beautifull, 
which became him well, with a good fat and round neck 
under them. Howbeit, both as he went his hams being 
feeble failed him : and also whiles he was doing ought, were 
it remiasely or in earnest, many thinges disgraced him : to 
wit, undccent laughter and unseemely anger, by reason, tliat 
hee would froth and slaver at the mouth, and had ever- 
more his nose dropping : besides, his tongue stutted and 
' Tncilus wrileth, ihal hee killed himsclfc upon Ihal day. 
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TIBERIUS stanimored: hia head likewise at all times, but especially if 
*-'^J'P,f^S he did any thing were it never so little used to shake and 
DRUSUS tremble vety much. 



Concerning his bodily health, as before time he used to b 
grievously sick, so being once Empcrour exceeding healthftil) 
he was and stoode cleere of all diseases save onely the painc 
of the stomack", in a fit whereof hee saide, hee thought to 
have killed himselfe. 



Hee made feasts, and those very great and ordinaril;^^ 
yea, and in most open and large places, such as for the most 
part would receive sne hundred guests at one sitting. Hee 
feasted also even upon the Sluco of the I^ke Fucinus; what 
time hee had like to have becne drowned, when as the water 
let out with a forcible violence reflowed backe againe. At 
everie supper his manner was to have also his owne children, 
who together with other noble mens children as well boyes 
as girles, should after the olde manner sit and fcede at the 
tables feete'. One of bis guests, who was thought to have 
closelie stollen away a cup of gold the day before, he re- 
invited against the morrow : and then he set before him a 
stone pot* to drinke in. It is reported moreover, that he 
meant to set forth an Edict, wherein he would give foike 
leave to breake winde downward and let it goe even with 
a crack at the very Iiourd'; ha^^ng certaine intelligence, 
that there was one who for manners and modestie sake, by 
holding it in, cndaungered his owne life. 
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For appetite to meate and drinke his stomacke servat 
him passing well alwaies, and in ever^' place. Sitting up< 
a time judicially in Augustus Hall of Justice, to heare ai 
determine causes, and senting there the steime of a dinndj 
that was a dressing and sernng up for the Priests Sair' 



1 Settle Hi tljg tables eiiij. 
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in the temple of Mars* next adjoyning, be forsooke the TIBERIDS 
Tribunall, went up to the said Priests, and there sate downe CLAUDIUS 
with them to meate. Lightly you should never have him V:!^^r 
goe out of any dining roome, but with his belly strutting ' 

out, well whitled also and drenched with wine: so, as 
■triiightwaies, whiles hee layd him downe along upon his 
backe and tooke a sleepe gaping, there was a feather put 
ordinarily into his mouth wide open for to discharge his 
stomack. Hee tooke very short slcepes : for commonly 
before midnight hee awaked: yet so, as otherwhiles he 
would catch a nap in the day time, as he sat to minister 
justice: and scarcely could bee awakened by the Advocates 
at the barre, who of purpose raised their voices and pleaded 
the lowder. Hee was excessively given to the wanton love 
of women. As for the preposterous abuse of malekind, he 
was altogether unacquainted therewith. Hee plaied at dice 
)Bt earnestly (concerning the Art and skill whereof, he 
ibliahed also a little booke) being wont to plie that game 
whiles hee was caried up and downe, having his 
cb and Dice-bourd so fitted, as there might be no 
puaion nor shuffling at all in play. 

34 
Jell he was and given to bloudshed naturally, 
appeared in great and very omall matters. As for tortures 
used in examinations, and the punishments that Paricides 
suffred '. hee exhibited and exacted the same to be done 
without delay, and openly in his owne presence. Being 
desirous upon a time to behold an execution performed 
after the auncient manner at Tibur, when as (the malefac- 
tours standing bound already to a stake), there wanted 
the butcherly executioner to doe tbe feat, he stated there 
still in the place, and waited untill evening, for one that 
w« sent for out of Rome. At all Swordfights, whether 
they were set forth by himselfe, or by others, he com- 
inaunded as many of the Champions as chaunced onely but 
to stumble and fall therewith, to have their throats cut: 
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TIBERIUS especially the Fencers called Retiarii ^ : and why ! because 
CLAUDIUS forsooth hee would see their faces as they lay gasping and 
^J^AR ye^l*i>ng "P their breath. It fortuned,' that a couple of 
these fighting at sharpe wounded and killed one another ; 
thereupon hee commaunded little knives to bee made of 
both tlieir blades, for his owne proper use. Hee tooke such 
pleasure in those that fought with wild beasts-'', as also in 
the sword fights ordinarily about noone, that he would by 
breake of day go downe to the Theater for to behold the 
one : and at noone dismisse the people to their dinners, and 
sit it out himselfe to see the other : yea, and besides those 
that were appointed to such combats, upon any slight and 
suddaine occasion set some to fight for tneir lives, even out 
of the number of Carpentars, Servitours, and such like 
emploied about these games: if happily any of those arti- 
ficial! motions" that goe by vices, or a pageant in frame ^, 
or some such fahrick proved not well, Hee fetcht in also 
one of his owne Nomenclatours * even in his gowne as he 
went to fight for his life ''. 

35 
But it passed, how timorous and diffident hee was. At 
hia first comming to the Empire (how ever as we said 
before, he bragged and stoode upon his civill and familiar 
behaviour) he durst not for certaine daies goe to any feast, 
dinner or supper, without Pensionars standing about him 
with their speares and Javelins, and his Souldiours waiting 
at the table : neither visited hee any sicke person, unlesse 
the bed-chamber where the party lay, were first searched ; 
the beds, bolsters, pillowes. Coverlets and other cloathes 
were groped, felt, and throughly shaken before hand. All 
the time after, hee appointed evermore certaine searchers for 
them all, that came to salute him, sparing not one, and 
such searchers as were most cruell. For, long it was firet, 
and that with much adoe, ere hee graunted that women, 
young boyes in their embroidred coates, and maidens, 

' The adverse faction to the Mirmilbnes whom he favored. * Which 
conibaU were usually in the mornine, ° Or Pegme. * Prompters of 
names. ' With wilde beasts or otherwise. 
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■iiould not bee handled and felt in this manner : that any TIBERIUS 

nuLns Attendants likewise or Clerks might not have their ^^J^HE're* 

Pensheathes and Penknife-cases taken from them ". In a 

civile commotion, when Camillus, (making no doubt but 

that without any warre at all hee might be terrified) willed 

him in a contumelious, menacing, and malapert letter, to 

resigne up the Empire, and to leade a quiet life in private 

estate, hee called his Nobles and chiefe personages about 

him, to counsell, and put to question, whether it were best 

to hearken unto him or no. 



^^a1 
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At the headlesse report and flying newes of some treason 
lat should bee practised against him, he was so affrighted, 
that hee went about to lay downe his Iniperiall dignity. 
By occasion, that one (as I related before) was taken with a 
weapon upon him, about his person as hee sacrificed, in all 
hast he sent out the Bedels and called the Senate together : 
before whom, with teares and loude out-cries hee bewailed 
his owne piteous case, as who no where could make account 
of any safety : and thereupon for a long time forbare to 
come abroad. His affectionate love also to Messallina, 
most fervent though it were he renounced and cast cleane 
from her, not so much for any indignity of the dishonour- 
able wrongi she offred unto him, as upon very feare of 
daunger, as fully perswaded that shee practised to bring the 
Empire into Silius the Adulterers hands. At which time 
in a great fright he fled in shamefull manner to the camp, 
asking and enquiring all the way nothing else, but whether 
the Empire remained still safe to his behoofe. 
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lere arose no suspition, there came forth no Author so 
^ t and vaine, but gave him a bone to gnaw upon, and 
put no small toyea in his head : wherby he was forced to 
beware and seeke revenge. One of those, that had a matter 
depending in Court before him, taking him a side, when 
bee came by way of salutation to doe his duty, avowed unto 
g : M ■ 89 
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*'nRiT?r<* within a while after, the same party, (as if he liad i 
C.£SAR **''^n knowledge who that one was that should murder 
him) pointed unto hisowne adversarie, even as hee tendered 
a supplication unto Claudius, and said, ' This is he." Where- 
upon immediatly apprehended he was, and haled to execu- 
tion. After the semblable manner by report, came Appius 
Silanus to his death. For, when Messallina and Narcissus 
had conspired to worke his overthrow and finall destruction, 
they coniplotted thus, that Narcissus betimes in a morning 
before day light rushed like a man amazed and astonied 
into the bedchamber of his Patrone (Claudius) relating 
unto him his dreame, namely that Appius had laid violent 
hands upon him : and Messallina for her part, composing 
and framing her selfe as if shee wondered greatly thereat, 
reported. How shee likeivise had seene already the same 
vision for certaine nights together. And not long after 
this, word eanic, (as it was before agreed betweene them) 
that Appius was comming to rush in among them: who 
in deed had beene bidden the day before to be present at 
the same instant. Whereupon, as if the said dreame had 
now proved true and beene plainly represented in effect, 
order was given for Appius, to he endited, arraigned, and to 
suffer death. Neither doubted Claudius the morrow after 
to report the whole storie and the order thereof unto the 
Senate: and withall to give thanks unto his freedman', 
for being so vigilant and watchfull in his very sleepe for 
his sake. 



Being privie to himselfe of passionate anger ^ " and bear- 
ing malice, he excused them both in an Edict, distinctly 

' Narcissus. * Ir^ alijitc Irarnndia. The mannei is of this Author 
Ihrouehoul his storv to set those points downe first in a word, whereon he 
me>nc<h to stand, and then in order to particularize piescntly upon ibem. 
By which niethod of his, it appearelh in this place, ihtl hee meanelh by Ira, 
Ihe moroeolaric passion of an^er, which we call heat and choler, soone up 
and as soone downe, quickly liindled and as quickly quencht : by Iracundia, 
[he habile of inveteral wrsth continuing still untill revenge be had ; whidi we 
(«ll mftliee and nmcour. Howsoever our modern Lexicographers have in 
their Dictionaries put downe the contrary. 
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promising that the one of them verily should be but short TIBERIDS 
and hamilesse, the other not unjust nor causelesse. Having CLAUDIUS 
sharply rebuked tlie men of Ostia, because they had not sent 
boats and barges to meet him as he came upon the river 
Tiberis: and that in such odious termes as these, That be was 
now become base and abject in their cies: all on asuddaine, 
he pardoned them upon tbe submission and readincsse to make 
satisfaction. Some there were, whom in tlie very open street 
he tbrust from him with bis own hand, camming unto him 
somewhat out of season. Semblably he confined and banished 
the Court a Scribe who had been Queetour : a Seoatour like- 
wise that had born tbe Pretureship, both of them without 
their cause heard and altogether guiltlesse, for that the one ^ 
pleading in Court as an Advocate against him when he was 
a private person, had caried bimselfe not so modestly as be 
should : and the Senatour in his ^dileship bad amerced and 
fined certaine tenants of his dwelling upon his lands, for selling 
boiled meats contrary to the law expresly forbidding so to 
do: and withall whipped his Bailife comming betwecne* (to 
intercede for them). For which cause also, he tooke from the 
.EdileB their authority to punish the disorder of those that 
kept Tavernes and victualing houses. But as touching his owne 
foolishnes, he concealed it not, but gave it out and protested 
inTcertaine short orations, That he counterfaited himselfe 
a foole for the nonce during Caius daies ; because otherwise 
he should not have escaped, nor attained to that (imperial!) 

Elace which bee aimed at and was now entred upon. How- 
eit, be could not make the world beleeve so much, untill 
there was a book put forth within a short time after, 
cntituled /uapSiv avdo-Tao-t?, i. The nstirrection {or Exulta- 
tion) of footes. The argument and matter whereof was, 
That no man faigneth folly ^. 



Among other thinges, men wondered at him for his 
oblivion and unadvisednesse, or (that I may expresse the 
same in Greeke) his iixreroplav ica'i affKe^lav, i. his grosso 
r-sight or forgetfulnes, and inconsiderate blindnes. When 

' The Scribe. ' To inlertede for them. 
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TIBERirs Messallioa was (by his owne commaundemcnt) killed, witli- 
^r»»r?i"'^ in a. while, after he was set in his dioing parlour hee asked 
why his LAdy> came not. Many of those whom he bad 
ctHideiimed to death, the veiy morrow immediatly after, he 
coaunaunded to have warning both to sit in couDsell with 
him, and also to beare him company at Dice-play : yea, and 
by a messenger chid and checked them as drowsie and sloth- 
ful! for stai,-ing so long and making no better hast. Being 
minded to take Agrippina to wife against all law of God 
and man, he ceased oot in all his speech to call her, his 
dau^ter^and nounreling; to give out also. That she was 
bone and brought up in his bt^me. Ha^'ing a purpose to 
admit Nero into the very name of his owne house and family, 
as if he had not incurred blame enough already for adopting 
(him) his wives SOD, having a naturall sonne^of hisowne who 
was now of ripe yeeres, he eft-soones divulged. That never 
any one bad beene by adoption inserted or incorporate ' 
the &inilj of the f^■^"^" 



He shewed oftentimes so great negligence and carelesnes 
what he said or did, that he was thought not to know nor 
consider, cither who made any speech, or among whom, or 
at what time, and in what place ? When there was some 
question and debate about Butchers and Vintnars. he cried 
out in the Senate house. ' I beseech you *, my Maisters, who 
is able to live without a little piece or morsell of Besh ? " and 
withall described the abundance* of the olde Tavemes". 
from whence himselfe also in times past was wont to bee 
ser\ed with wine. As touching a certaioe Queatour, who was 
a Candidate of his and by him recommended : among other 
reasons why he favoured him. he alleadged this, Because 
his Father had quickly and in due time given him 
lying sick, cold water to drinke. Having in the Senate 
brought in a woman to depose, "This," quoth he, 'was my 
mothers freed woman, and snc that kept her ornaments, and 
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osed to deck and dresse her : but she alwaies tooke me for TIBERlfS 



her Patrone. This have l,' quoth he, ' delivered of purpose 
because there he some yet in mine house, who think me not 
to be her Patron." Moreover, sitting upon the Tribunal!, 
when he waa in a great chafe, and the men of Ostia requested 
at his hands (I wot not what) in the name of their towne, he 
cried out- aloud. That he knew nothing wherefore he should 
oblige them unto him : 'And if any man else," quoth he, 'I 
also am free and at mine owne liberty.' As for these words 
of his nhich now I will relate, they were rife in his mouth 
daily, yea every houre and minute therof: 'What doest 
thou take me for Theogonius and Xo^icoTaTtK;'' f" beside many 
such foolisli termes, not beseeming private persons, much 
lease a Prince, otherwise not uneioqucnt nor unlearned : nay, . 
rather one eagerly given to his booke, and a great Student 
in the liberall Sciences. 

41 
In his youth, he attempted to write an Historic, exhorted 
thereto by Titus Livius; and having the help besides of 
Sulpitius Flavus. And when he put the same first to the 
triall and judgement of men in a frequent auditorie, hardlie 
and with much a-do he read it through, being often in the 
while coldly heard, by an occasion that himselfe gave. For, 
when, {as bee began his reading) there was set up a laughter, 
by reason tliat many of the seates brake with the weight of 
a ccrteine corpulent and fat swad, he was not able to liold, 
no not after the tumult appeased, but cftsoones ever and 
anon call to minde that accident and fall afresh to mimeasur- 
able laughing. During his Empire likewise, bee both wrote 
much and also rehearsed the same continually by his reader. 
The beginning of his foresayd historic he toote from the 
time presently ensuing the murder of Cssar Dictator ; but 
bee passed over to the latter dayes : and began againe at the 
vill pacification : perceiving that it was not left in his 
)Wpr and libertie to write of the occurrents in those former 
mts, as who was often checked both by his mother* and 

Antonia the Triumvirs daughter. 



CWUDIUS 
UKUSUS 
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TIBERIUS also by his grandame'. Of the former argument he left 
CLAUDIUS behinae him two volumes, of the later, fortie-one. Hee com- 
C^SAR P''^ "f ^''^ owne life eight bookes: a report not so wisely 
and discreetly put downe, as otherwise elegantly penned : 
Item, an Apologie or defense of Cicero against the biwkes of 
Asinius Gallus : a peece of worke full enough of learning. 
He devised moreover three new characters or letters in the 
(Latine) Alphabet ", and put them to the number of the olde 
as most necessarie. And having published whiles he was 
yet a private person, concerning the reason of those letters, 
one booke : soone after beeing Emperor he easily effected 
that they should be brought into use also indifferently with 
the rest And verely such manner of writing with those 
characters is now extant to be seene in many bookes of 
records in Joumels, and titles or inscriptions of works. I 

With no lease diligence studied hee the Greeke disciplines, 
professing as any occasion was offered, his affectionate love 
to that tongue, and the excellency thereof. When a cer- 
tainc Barbarian discoursed in Greeke and Latine, 'See you be 
skilfuU,' quoth he, 'in both our languages': and in recommend- 
ing Achaia unto the LL. of the Senate, he sayde it was a pro- 
vince that he affected well and delighted in, for the commerce 
and society of studies common to him and them : and many 
a time he answered their embassadors in the Senate, with 
a long and continued oration (in Greeke). But upon the 
Tribunall he used very much verses also out of Homer. 
Certes whensoever he had taken revenge of enemie or traytor, 
he lightly gave unto the Tribune over the Sentinels and 
guard of his person, calling unto him after the usual manner 
for a watchword, none other but this r 

Resist, revenge vrith maiiie and mifcht, 

Wheu one provokes thee first to fight 

To conclude, in the end be wrote Greeke histories also, to 

wit twentie books entituled Tj/rrkcnkoon^, and 8 entituled 

' OclavU the wife of Anionic or Livia Augusta hef selfe. 
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CarchedoniacoojtK In regard of which histories, unto the TIBEBIUS 
suDtieiit schoole at Alexandria lie adjoyned another bearing ('LAUDIUS 
his owne name-: and ordained it waa, that every yeare in (^esar 
the on of them his books Tyrriienlcoon ; and in the other his ^■^ 

Carchcdoniacoon upon certaine daies appointed therefore 
should (as it were in a frequent Auditorie) be read whole 

(through by several! single readers in their turnes. 
Toward the end of his life, hee shewed certaine signes 
and those evident enough, that he repented both bis mariage 
with Agrippina, and the adoption also of Nero. For by 
oceasion that his freed-men made mention and gave their 
commendation of a judiciall proceeding of his, wherein he 
had condemned the day before, a Woman in the case of 
adulterie, hee avouched that the destinies likewise had so or- 
dained, that all his manages^ should bee unchaste howbeit not 
unpunished : and soone after, meeting his sonne Britannicus 
ana embracing him harder and more closely than Ins manner 
was, 'Growe apace,' qnoth hee, 'and take account of me for all 
that I have done.' Using withall these Greeke words, 6 epot^ 
S" eireiffrai, i. love enforced me *. And when he had fully 
purposed to give him being as then very young and of 
tender yeeres his Virile Robe, seeing that his stature and 
growth would beare and permit it ', he uttered these words 
moreover, ' To the end that the people of Rome may yet at 
last have a true and naturall Caesar.' 

44 > 

And not long after this he wrote his wil and signed it 

tth the scales of al the head -magistrates : whereupon before 

that he could proceed anie further, prevented hee was and 

cut short by Agrippina. Whom they also who were privie 

to her and of her councell^, yet neverthelesse enformera, 

Of Caithaginian matters. ' Called Claudium. ' MalrinieHia, ox 

>et like as Ceniugia prcceniugibus. * Or rather, i rpiieai not Idtrrroi, 

i. Re Ihat wounded will also heale. I thai have done thee wrong wil 

' Comcii : some read Conscienlia iiioque, even his owne 
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TIBERIUS accused besides all this of many crimes. And verely it ia 



CLAUDIUS 
DRUSUS 
CtESAR 



agreed upon generally by all, that killed he was by poysos : 
but where it should be, and who gave it, there is some 
difference'. Some write, that as he sat at a feast in the 
(Capitol!) Castle with the priests, it was presented unto hitn 
by Halotus the Eunuch his taster: others report tliat it 
was at a meale in his owne house by Agrippina herselfe, 
who had offered unto him a mushrome empoisoned ; know- 
ing that he was most greedy of such meats. Of those accidents 
abo which ensued hereupon, the report is variable. Some 
say, that streight upon the receipt of the poyson he became 
speeclilesse, and continuing all night in dolorous torments, 
dyed a little before day. Others ^irme, that at first he fell 
a sleepe: and afterwards, as the meate flowed and floted 
aloft vomited all up, and so was followed againe with a 
ranke poyson'. But whether the same were put into a 
messe of thicke gruel!, (considering hee was of necessitie to 
be refreshed with food beeing emptied in his atomacke) or 
conveied up by a clister, as if bemg overcharged with ful- 
nesse and surfeit, he might be eased also by this kind of 
egestion and purgation, it is uncertaine. J 
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His death was kept secret until all things were set in order 
about his successour. And therefore, both vowea were made 
for him as if hee had lyen sicke stil, and also comicall Actours 
were brought in place colourably to solace and delight him, 
as having a longing desire after such sports. He deceased 
three dayes before the Ides of October, when Asinius Mar- 
cel lus and Acilius Aviola were Consuls: in the 61th yeere 
of his age, and llth of his Empire, His funerals were 

Srformed with a solemne pompe and procession of the 
agistrates : and canonized he was a Saint in heaven : 
which honor forlet and abolished by Nero hee recovered 
afterwards by the meanes of Vespasian. ^ 
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Especial tokens there were presaging and prognoxticat] 

' TmiVs. ' The l]th of October. 
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his death : to wit the rising of an hairy ' starrc which they TIBERIDS 
call a Comet : also the monument ^ of liis father Drusus was CLAUDIUS 
blasted with lightning : and for that in the same yeere most c^^R 
of the Magistrates of all sorts were dead ". But himselfe — 

seemeth not either to have beene ignorant that his end drew 
neere,orto have dissimulcd so much: which may bee gathered 
by some good arguments and demonstrations. P'or both in 
the ordination of Consuls hee appointed none of them to 
continue longer then the moneth wherein he dyed : and also 
in the Senate, the very last time that ever he sat there, after 
a long and earnest exhortation of his children to concord, 
he humbly recommended the age of them both to the LL, 
of that honourable house : and in his last Judiciall Session 
upon the Tribunal once or twice he pronounced openly. That 
come he was now to the end of his mortalitie : notwith- 
standing they that heard him, greived to heare such an Osse, 
md praied the gods to avert the same. 
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THE HISTORIE OF 
NERO CLAUDIUS C^SAR 

1 

UT of the Dafiiitian stockc and name, 
there sprung two famous families, to wit, 
the Calumi and the ^Enobarbi. These 
jf^nobul}] have for thTTirsf Author of 
their driginall, and surname likewise, L. 
Domitius: whome, as he returned in 
times paJst homeward out of the countrey, 
two yoiig men twinnes', carying with 
them a venerable presence and countenance more then 
ordinary, encountreo, by report, and commanded to relate 
unto the Senate and People of Rome, newes, of that victoric 
whereof as yet they stood in doubt: and for the better 
assurance of their divine majestic stroke his cheekes so, as^ 
that therewith they made the hayre * of hlacke, redd ', and j 
like in colour to brasse*. Which marke and badges con- 
tinues' aHo~mTiiirp6slerity; and mOst of them have such 
red' beardes. Moreover, having borne seven Consulships, 
triumphed likewise and beene Censors twice, and therwith 
bin chosen into the ranke of the Patritii, they remained al 
in the same surname. Neither were they knowen by any 
other forenames than Cneus and Lucius: and the same in 
variety worth the noting and observation : one while con- 
tinuing either of the sayd names in three persons together : 
otherwhiles changing alternatively one after another in every 
descent. For, we have heard say, that the first, second and 




' Castor nn<l Pollux resembling two yong 1 
GelMas. ' Or luddy. ' Or Copger. ' 



Or luddy. 



' Cafiiilui, 
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mrd of these ^nobarbi were forenamcd Lucii : and agaitie, 
the three next following them in order were Cnei. All the 
rest no otherwise then by turnes one after another had their 
forenames, first Lucii and then Cnei. That many persons 
of this house descended should be knowen, I suppose it very 
pertinent and materiall : whereby it may the better appeare, 
that Nero d egener ated from the Vertues of his Auncestors 
so, OS yet he caried^way and resembled the vices of them 
|all, as infused into him and inbred by nature. 
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To fetch the beginning therefore of this our disc 
somewhat farther of, his great Grandfathers Grandfather^ 
Cn. Do mi ti us , beeing in his Tribunate much offended at the 
Pontifies*, for electing any other but himselfe into his 
fathers place, transferred the right and power of subrogat- 
ing priests in the roome of those that were deceassed, from 
tbeir Colledges to the bodie of the people. But in his 
Consulship naving vanquished the Allobroges and the 
Arvemi, he rode through his province^ mounted upon an 
Elephant, whiles the whole multitude of his souldiours 
attended upon him in a traine after the manner of a solemne 
triumph. This Domitius it was, whom Licinius Crassus the 
oratour tn a certaine declamation sayd, It was no mervaile 
he had a brasen__beard whose face was made of Iron, and 
heart of leaST His sonne being Pretour was the man, who 
as Ceesar * went out of his Consulship (which he was thought 
to have bome against the Atispicia ^ and the lawes) con- 
Tented him before the Senate to be by them examined, 
tried and censured. Afterwards when he was Consull he 
attempted to fetch him backe, Lord Generall as he was of 
an armie, from his forces in Gaule : and being by the adverse 
faction " nominated his successour in that province, was in 
the beginning of the civil warre taken prisoner before Cor- 
fininum : from whence being dismissed and set at Ubertie, 
after he had by his comming to the Massilians streightly 
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beleagured, much streogtbeaed them, sodaioely he forsooke 
them : and in the end, at tin? hattaile of P harsalia lost his 
life: a ma^not very constant and resolute, but with all of 
a fell "and sa\'age nature. " Being driven to utter despaire, 
he was so much afraid of death, wliich for feare he had 
desired, that after a drawght of poyson hee repented the 
taking thereof and cast it up a£;aiDe ; yea and enfranchised 
his Phisitian, who wittingly ana of purpose had so tempered 
it that it might do him no great harme. And what time as 
Cn. Pompeius put to question what should be done to those 
Neuters that stood indifferent and sticked to no part : be 
alone opined, That they were to be reckoned enemies and 
proceeded against accordingly. 

3 

Hee left hebind him a sonne, worthy without question, 
to be preferred before all others of bis name and linage^ 
This man being among those that were privie to Cffisars 
death, and of that conspiracy, standing condemned (though 
gulltlesse) by the law Piedia^, when he had betaken bimselfe 
to Casaijis and Brutus his neerc kinsfolkc, after the end of 
them both, held stiT in bis hand the fleet committed before 
time to bis charge, yea and augmenfeS the same : neither 
yeelded he it up to M. Antonius before his owne side was 
every where quite overthrowen : which he then did of his \ 
owne accord ; and so, as that Antonius took himselfe highly / 
beholden unto him therfore. Hc^dnlv'also of all those who 
by vertue of the like law stood condemned, being restored 
into his native countrey, went tlirougb the most honorable 
offices of state: soone after likewise, when civil dissension 
/was kindled againe and renewed, b^ing m quality of Lieu- 
I tenaiij; to the said Antonie, what time the soveraigne 
Empire was offered unto him by those who were ashamed 
V of Cleopatra*, not daring to accept thereof nor yet to refuse 
it rcsoTiitelj', by occasion of sodaine sicknesse wherewith he 
was surprised, went and sided with Augustus, and within 
few daycs after departed this life : being nlmselfe also noted 



'l(K" 
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irith some infamie: for, i^Antonie' gave it commonly forth, NEBO 
That for the love of one Servflia Nais who m he k ept, he fled ^'^AJ?^'^ 
to Augustus side. ~" — ^— - CjESAR 



^From him came that DomiJ,ius, who soone after had the 
_^ ' le abroade to have "Ueehe the chapman of Augustus 
g oods and substance left by his wil and testament ^ : a man 
no lesse renowmed in his youth for good skill in ruling of 
Chariots and running with them a race, as afterwards for 
the triumphant ornaments achieved hy the Germaine warre ; 
but arr oga nt of spirit, wastefull in expence, and therewith 
cruel? When he was jSdile he forced L. Planeus that had 
beene Censor-, to give him the way. Bearing the honorable 
oflices of Preture and Consulate, hee produced upon the 
stage to acte a Comicall and wanton Enterlude, the gentle- 
men" and dames of Rome. He exhibited baiting of wilde 
beastes both in the cirque and also in every quarter of the 
City, yea and a shew of sword-fight : but with so great 
cruelty, that Augustus was compelled of nccessitie to 
"""'raine him by an edict, since that no secret warning nor - 
lonition at his hands would prevaile. 



^^^Udod 



Of Antonia the elder, bee begat the father of Nero : an 
impe in all the parts of bis life ungracious and detestable. 
For accompanying Caius Ciesar^ in his youth into the East- 
parts, where he killed a freed-man of his owno, because he 
refused to quafi'e as much as he was commanded, being dis- 
charged therfore out of the cohort of his friends, he led his 
life never a whit more modestly: but both within a village 
standing upon the street Appia, sodainely put his horses to 
gallop, and not unwittingly rode over a little child and 
trade him to deatli : and also at Rome in the midst of the 
Forum plucked a Romane gentlemans eye out of his head, 
for chiding him somewhat over boldly. So false and per- 

I Ditii causa, i. by an imaginarie bargaioe of sale to have bought them to 
the behoofc and ate of the hcyre. ' Cettson'vm, not Cemorim. ' Sonne 
ei H. Agrippa uid JulU, adopted bf Augustus. 
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NERO fidious beside , that he defrauded not onely the bankers and 
^'r^^'n^ niouey'cHaHgerB of the prices of such commodities as they 
had bought up, but also when he was Pretour put the 
runners with Chariots besides the prises of their victories. 
For which prankes, reproved he was raerily even by his owne 
sister (Lepida) and upon complaint made by the Masters of 
the foure factions" hee enacted, That from thence-forth ever 
after, the said prises should be presently payed. Being 
accused likewise for treas on to t he S tate and many adul- 
teries , as also for incest committed with Tiis sister Lepida a 
little before the decease of Tiberius, yet escaped he i' 
danger of Law by the alteration of the times, and died 
Pyrgffi of the Dropsie ' '', when Agrippina daughter to " 
s had brought him a sonne named Ner o. 



^ 



This Nero was borne at Antium. nine moncths after 
Tiberius departed this world, eighteene daies before the 
Kalends of Januarie, just as the Sunne was newly risen, so 
as his beames light' well neere upon him before mey could 
touch the earth ^ As touching his Horoscope *, many men 
straiglitwaies gave many guesses and conjectures of fearefull 
events. And even a very word tliat his father Domitius 
spake, was taken to be a presaging osae. For when his 
friends by way of gratulation wished him joy of his sonne 
new born, he said. That of himselfe and Agrippina there 
could" nothing come into the world but accursed, detestable 
^nd to th^ hurt of the weale publick. Of the same future 
in?ortiinity there appeared iiri evident signe upon his naming 
day": for Caius Caesar [ Calig ula) when his sister (Agrip- 

tiina) requested him to give the Infant what name ^ he woiila, 
soking wistly on Claudius his Unkle, (by whom afterwards 
being Emperour (tEechild) was adopted), said he gave him 
his name. Neither spake hee this in earnest, but merily in 
boord : and Agrippina scorned and rejected it, for that as 

' Methg aqua inlercuti! : that kind of iliopsjr vfacrein watet lunnelh be- 
tween the fell and Ihc flesh all the bodic ovci, teutofklegmatia! in Gi««l 
' Or shone. ' Dio ssylh, hee wm compftsud with the lunnc iieuna 
yet DO sunne appeared above the Horia>o. ' Ot Nattvitie. 



3eing 
adul- 
idaa^^^l 

tha^^^ 
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then, Claudius went for a foole, and one of the laughing NERO 

stocks of the Court. At tKree yceres of_ age he became '^I^I^^J^^ 

fatherles se : and being his fathers heire but of one third 

part, yet could not he touch so much as that, full and 

whole, by reason of Ca ius his cohei re, who had seized upon 

and caught up before-hand all the goods : and for that his 

mother also was soone after co nfined and packt aw- ay, he 

beTngTn manner destitute of all helpe and very nee3y, was 

fostered in his Aunt Lepidaes house under t wo Pa:dagogues , 

a dauDce r and a Barber. But whin Claudi us was come once 

to fEe~Empirc, hee~not onely re covered his patrimo nie ^, but 

also was tnrichgd by the i nheritance of Crispus Passicnua 

hia mothers hualiMid , that fell unto him^ And verily through 

the grace and power of his 'mother now called home againe 

and restored to her estate, hee Hourished and grew so great, 

that commonly it was bruted abroad, That Mesylliiia the 

wifp of Claudius sent some of purpose to take the oppor- 

tunity of his'rioones sleep, and so to s mud dre and strang le 

him, as the onely Concurrent of Britannicu s -. an'd one that 

eclipsed the light of his glorie. Now in the tale it went, 

besides : that the said parties tooke a fright at a Dragon 

issuing out of his pillow, whereupon they fled backe and 

forsooke the enterprise. Which fable arose upon this, that 

there was in deede found the slough ^ of a serpent in his bed 

about the bolsters. And yet, this slough he enclosed within 

a bracelet of gold (as his mother willed him) and wore it 

a good while after, upon his right arme; and at length, 

wearieof any memoriall and monument of his mothers flung 

it away: but in his extreamity and despaire of his estate 

sought for the same againe in vaine. 



In his tender yeeres, and whiles hee was yet a boy of no 
\Sl growth, hee acted at the Cireeian Games the warlike 
Trov fight most resolutely, with great favour and applause 
of the people. In the eleventh * ycere of his age aoopted 
he was oy Cl audiu s and put to schoole unto Annteus Seneca, 
* t/idtcinte : some 
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even then a Senatour, for to be trained up in good litem- I 
ture. The report goes, that Seneca, the next night follow- 
ing, dreamed as hee lay in bed, that hee was teaching C.' 
CsBsar : and shortly after Nero proved his dreame true, be- 
wraying the fell stomackc and shrewd nature of the saidj 
Prince, by the first experiments that he could give thereo&f 
For when his brother Britaiintcus saluted him after he v 
once adopted, (as his wonted manner was before) by the-* 
name of ^^nobarbua , hec went about to lay this imputution 
upon him betore his Father, that he was so me Ch angeling 
andnoBonneof his as he was reputed. His Aunt Lepida like- 
wise Tieing in trouble, hee deposed against, in the open face 
of the Court, thereby to g^ratifie his mother her heavie friend, 
and who followed the suite hotly against her. Being honour- 
ably brought into the Forum ', the day of his first plea and 
Commencement, hee promised publiquely for the people a 
Congiarie, and Donative for the Souldiours. Having pro- 
claimed aLso a solemne Justing % himselfe rode before the 
l*retorian Souldiours bearing a shield in his owne hand. 
After this, hee solemnly gave thanks to his Father in the 
Senate. Before whom being then Consull, hee made a Latine 
Oration in the behalfe of the Bononians, and for the Rho- 
dians and Inhabitants of Ilium, another in Grecke. His 
first Jurisdiction hee began as Provost of the CitJe", 
during the celebration of the Latine holidaies : what time 
the most famous Advocates and Patrones in those dajes strove 
a vie, who could bring before him most accusations* and 
longest''; not (as the manner was) such as were ordinarie 
and briefc; the cxpresse comma undement of Claudius foi^ 
bidding the same, notwithstanding. Not long after, hee 
tooke to wife Octavia : and for the good health of Chiudius, 
exhibited the Cirque Games and baiting of wild beasts. 



Being seventeene yeeres olde, so soone as it was knoi 
abroad that Claudius was dead, hee came forth to those (al 
the Pretorian Cohort) that kept watch and ward, betwet 

' Caligula. 
decUralioni. 
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the sixth aiid the seventh houre of the day • : for by rcRson NBRO 
that the whole day beside was ominous and dismall, there *'lV5i^JJ'A'* 
was no time thereof thought more auspicate and convenient <-**AR 
1 it, to enter upon the Empire : and bo before the Pallacc 
res being proclaimed and saluted Emperour, he was in a 
icter brought to the Camp^: and hastily from thence, 
ter a abort speech made imto the SouJcliourG, conveied 
into the Curia. From whence he departed home in the 
evening : and of those exceeding and infinite honours which 
were heaped upon him, hee refused onely the T4tle in his 
rtilc of PatcT PalricE ', in regard of his young yeeres. 



Beginning then with a glorious shew of Piety and Kindnes, 
at the Funerals of Claudius*, which were most sumptuously 
performed, he praised hiin in an Oration and consecrated 
nim a God. In the memoriall of his owne Father Domitiu s, 
be did him right great honour. His mother he permitted 
to have the whole regiment of all matters as well publick 
as private. The very first day also of his Empire, when the 
Tnbune of the Sentinels S aaked of him a watchword, he 
gave unto him this Mot, Uplima mater (my best mother), 
and afterwards many a time she accom])anied him through 
the Streetes, in his owne Litter. He planted a Colonic 
at Antium, enrolling therein the old Soiddiours out of the 
Pnetorian cohort, and joyning with them (by translating 
their habitations) the richest tVnturions who had beene 
Leaders of the formost hands : where also hee made a Pcrc % 
a most sumptuous peece of worke. 

10 
And to shew a surer proofe still of liis towai'dnesse, after 
profession made to goveme the Empire according to the 
prescript rule of Augustus, he omitted no occasion to shew 
either boimtifulnesse or clemencic, no nor so much as to 
testiRe his gentlenesse and courtesie. Those tributes and 
taies which were any tiling heavie he either abolished quite 

' BetWMDC noone and one of the clock. • Frcloriiin. • Father of 

bCounirey. ' The Emperour. ' Ot serf s di guard. ° Or haven. 
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NERO or abated. The rewards due unto Informers as touchic, 
CLAUli't-'S the Law Papia ', bee reduced to the fourth part oncly o 

the penalty. Having dealt among the people 4flO Sesterces* ■ 
for every poll : to as many Senatoure oa were most nobly 
descended (howbeit decaied and weakned in their estates) 
he allowed yeerely Salaries, and to some of them 500000 
Sesterces*. Likewise for the Pretorian Cohorts liec ordained 
an allowance of Corne monthely gratis*. And whensoever 
he was put in minde to subscribe and set his hand to a 
warrant (as the maner is) for the execution of any person 
condemned to die, bee would say, ' Oh, that I knew not one 
letter of the booke.' Manie times he saluted all the Degrees 
of the Citie one after another, by rote and without booke. 
When the Senate upon a time gave bim thanks, hec 
aunswcred ' (Doe so) when I shall deserve.' To bis exercises in 
Mars field he admitted the Commons also, yea and declaimed 
often publiquely before them. He rehearsed his owne 
verses likewise, not onely within house at home, but also in 
the Theater : and that with so general a joy of as many as 
beard him, that for the said rehearsall, there was a solemne 
procession decreed : and some of his said verses written.] 
golden letters were dedicated to Jupiter Capitolini 



y 



f Maxim 
( parts I 




Many and sundry kiniles of shewes he set forth : to wit. 
the Juvenall sports ', the Circeian Games, and the Jitagc- 
^ayes: also a Sword fight. In the Juvenall pastimes, he 
a(ImiEted old men even those of Consuls degree : aged 
women also and matroiics to disport themselves. At th ~ 
Circen^s, he appointed places for the Gentlemen of Ron] 
a part by themselves : where hee put alsc 
for the prise chariots drawne with foure Camels, In the 
Stagcjjiaies, (which beeing instituted for the eternizing a 
perpetuilie of bis Empire hee would have 



' PoppAA, ' 3I. is. 6d. statling, a Romainc puund. ' AnnuiiJeC 
* MolE by a Tourth part, tfaan tbc Slate 01 woilli of n Gciilktiiati ul Ron)' 
' Without payine many. * Gentlenwu and Sennlours. 
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good note and especiall marke, mounted upon an Elephant NERO 

ranne downe a rope '. There was brought upon the Stage CLAUDIUS 

to be acted the Romaine^ Comiedie of Afranius entituled 

Incendium : and graunted it was unto the Actours therein 

to rifle all the goods and implements of the house as it 

burned, and to take the same as their owne. Scattered also 

abroad there wert' for the people Missils^,duringthe whole 

time of those Plaies r to wit, a thousand birds every day of 

all kindes : Cates and viands manifold : Ticquets and Tallies 

for come, apparell, gold, silver, pretious stones, pearles, 

pictures upon tables : slaves, labouring garrons and beasts 

also tamed : last of all, ships, isles, lands and possessions, 

according to their Tallies. 

IK 
lese Grames bee beheld from the top of the Prnscenium*. 

the Swordfight which bee exhibited in the Amphitheatre 

built of Timber in one yeercs space within the ward of Mars 
field hee sufired not one man to be killed, no not so much 
as a guilty malefactour. Moreover, hee brought into the 
Lists for to fight at sharpe even 400* Senatours and 600" 
Gentlemen of Rome. Some of good wealth and reputation, 
out of the same degrees, he caused to come forth into the 
Sbew-place, for to kill wild beasts, and performe sundry 
services therto belonging. He represented also a Naval 
fight upon salt water from the Sea, with a devise to have sea 
beasts' swimming therein. Semblably, certaine Pyrrhick* 
daunces in armour, sorted out of the number of young 
Springals: and after their devoir done, he gave freely unto 
every one of them patents and graunts to be enfranchized 
Citizens of Rome. Betweene' the arguments of these 
Pyrrhick daunces, devised it was, that a lijjll^shouldleape 
Paaph a; ' hidden within a frame of w ood~resem bITngan 
He ine r ^''. which was acted so lively, that many of the 

nr Caiadremum, ^at there were EUphanii Funambuli, vidt G>lb. 

' tt Xiphilinum. " Or Latine. ' Or gifts. ' The fore-st^e, 

'rinf^Hiis, rather ptairagenos, i. 40. " Sexoemlesqtte, rather Sexa- 

i, to, according lo Jmlu s^Lipsius. ' Or great fishes. ' Warlike. 

le jii jjjg iji^en^e 6t toat which was devised by Daedalus. 
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NEHO beholders bcleeved verily it was so in deede. As for Icai 
*^l''aJai'n'^ at the first attempt to flie, hee fell presently downe Kard 
''^^^^ his owne' Bed-chambers'" go that he bespreint him witl 
bloud. For very seldome had he used to ait as President at 
these Games : but his mamier was, to behold thetu as he 
lay upon his bed ■". First through little loope holes : but 
afterwards setting the whole gaUerie open from whence he 
looked. Hee was the first moreover that instituted at 
n. 813. Rome, according to the Greeke fashion, Quinquennal games 
of three kinds, to wit, of Musick and Poetrie, of Gymnick, 
maisteries and of Horsemanship*: which Games he calif 
Neronia. After he had dedicated the Baines, and a ph 
therein for Gymnick exercises ", he allowed the oyle thi 
went thereto both for the Senate and also for the Gentlemen. 
He ordained Maisters and Wardens of all this Solemnity, 
especiall persons of Consular degree, chosen by lot to sit as 
over-seers in the ploee of Prebours^, and then came downc 
himselfe into the Orchestra'^ and the Senatoure quarter. 
And verily the victorious coronet for the I^tine tongue, 
both in prose and verse, about which the best and most 
worshipfiill persons had contended, when it was graunted 
unto him with their owne consents he received: and the 
harp presented unto him by the Judges he adored, and 
commaunded that it should bee caried to the Statue of 
Augustus, At the Gymnick Games which he exliibited 
in the Sepia, during the solemne preparation of the great 
Sacrifice Buthysia, hee cut off the first beard that he had, 
which he bestowed within a golden box. adorned it with 
most pretiouB pcarles and then consecrated it in the Capitol^ 
To the shew of wrestlers and other CHampions he called also 
the vestall virgins, because at Olympia the priestesses liki 
wise of Ceres, are allowed to see the Games there. 

13 
n. 8ig. I may by good reason, among other Shewes by him t 

' Of Nero, ' Or pavilion. * Or a psllci. ' Or Hone v 

* WIiei« they were won) Co sH Bt PrcsiilcnU ai other ypmcs anil pla^ 

' /h Orcitilram,SenalHmf lualiter, f^Otrittiraia in icfnan, hy\\iv Ortitim 

to the very Mage. ' To Jupiter Capitoliniw, 
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bibited, reckon also tlie entrance into Rome City, of Tin- 
dates : whom being King of Annenia hec had sollicited by ^J^i^^i^ 
large promises. Now, when hee meant to shew him unto '^^ 
the people upon a set day appointed by an Edict, and was 
driven to put it off, (the weather was so cloudy) he brought 
him forth before them to be seene upon the best and most 
ipportune day that liee could finde ; having bestowed about 
|ne temples situate in the Forum*, cohorts of Souldiours 
rmed, and sitting himselfe upon his yvorie curule chaireof 
_ ^tate before the Rostra in triumphall habitc, among the 
militarie Ensignea, banners, guidons and streamers. Ajid as 
the King came up towards him by the ascent of t!ie steepe 
pulpit, he admitted him lirst to his knees ; and then raising 
up with his right hand kissi?d him : afterwards as he was 
making his praier unto him, having taken off his Tiara ^, he 
did the diadcme on', While.s one who had been Pretour, 
pronounced unto the multitude the Suppliants words, as 
they were by an Interpretour delivered unto him. Being 
brought after this into the Tlieater and making supplication 
•againe, he placed him on his right side next to himselfe. 
For which he waa with one accord saluted Emperour: and 
so bringing with him the Ijiwrell branch into the Capitol), 
be shut both dores of double faced Janus temple, as if no 
reliques of warre remained behind *. 

U 
Foure Consulships he bare : the first for two moneths : 
the second and last for three: the third for foure. The 810,811,813. 
middle twaine he continued without any intermtssjoD : the 
rest he varied witli a yeeres space betweene. 

16 

In bis ordinarie Jurisdiction, be lightly gave no answer 

I the Proctours before the day following, and that was 

by writing. In extraordinary Commissions and trials thia J 

' Resembling a cap of maiotconnce, 01 
Turbanl. ' Which he hud laid oK again m & ^ 
s when he was vanquished by Corbilo, he laid dowoe 
'c the Image of Neio. * Tanfuam hhJU risidti9 bellf, 
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NERO course he held, namely to decide every cause by it aelfe one 
^fvpt/AR^^ after another upon certaine daies of the Session; and to 
surcease quite the hudling up and dcbatements of matters 
one in the neck of another; so often as he went aside to 
consult, he did deliberate and aske advise of nothing either 
in common or openly : but reading secretly to himselfe the 
opinions written by every counsellour, what liked his owne 
selfe, that pronounced hee, as if many more thought well 
the same. For a long time hee admitted not the sonnes 
Libertines into the Curia : and to those that were adi 
by the Emperours bis predeces sours hee denied al) honorabli 
Offices. If there sued for Magistracies more then could 
speed, or were places void ; to comfort their liarts againe for 
delaying and making them to stay longer, he gave unto 
them the conduct of Legions. He graunted for the most 
part all Consulships for sixe moneths terme. And if one 
of the two Consuls hapaed to die about the Kalends of 
Januarie \ hee substituted none in his steede : as misliking 
altogether the old precedent of Cannius Bebilus, who was 
Consul but one day*. Triuraphall ornaments he gave even" 
unto those that had borne Questours dignity only : yea and 
to some of the Gentlemens degree, and verily not alwaies 
for any militarie se^vice^ His Orations* sent into the 
Senate concerning certaine matters, hee caused for the.- 
most part to be read and rehearsed by the Consuls, passing 
by the Questours Office*. 

16 
He devised a new forme of the City buildings : and 
namely, that before the jEdifices standing by themselves', 
and other houses, likewise there should be Porches^ From 
the Solars whereof, all Skarefires might be put by and 
repelled*; and those he built" at his owne charges. Hee 
had an intention once to set out and enlarge the walls of 

' Somewhii helote. ' Or r*thei, one peece of a day : See JuHus Cta 
cap. 76. * Oi upon occsmoq of wai. * Which else where be coltd 
Ecoslles. ' Unto whom piopeily it appeitiimctl. ' Am* /hik/oI 

' Foregales, ot Gatehouiei. " From Ihe front ot such ^dificei. 
promised rslhcr to buJU. 
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Q as farre as to Ostia ; and from thence by I 
FoBse to let the Sea into old Home ^. Many mattei-a under ^^^^^'^^ I 
him were both severely punished and also restrained, yea 
and likewise newly orifained. Expences in liis daiea had a 
gage and stint set upon them*. The publick suppers' were 
brought downe to small Collations. Forbidden it was that 
any uiing sodden \ but only pulse, and worts * should lie sold 
in Tavenis and Cookes houses; where as before time, there 
was no maner of viands but it was set out to sale. The 
Christians, a kinde of men given to a new, wicked and , 
mischievous Superstition, were put to death with grievous 
torments. The sports of Cbariotiers, wherein by an old 
and licentious custome they had been allowed to range up 
and downe, to beguile folke, to pilfer and steale in merri- 
ment, were prohibited. The factions'" of the Pantomimi^ 
together with the Actours themselves were banished and 
sent away, 

17 
Against forgers of writings, then first came up this inven- 
"tion that no books or instruments should be signed unlesse 
they were boared and had a thred three times drawne 
through the holes. Provided it was, That in Wills the two 
firtf parts^ thereof should be shewed as blanks, unto those 
that came to seale the same : having the Testatours name 
onely written therein. Item, that no Clerk or Notarie, who 
was to draw and write another mans will, should put downe 
any Le^acie for himselfe. Item, that they who had sutes 
depending in Court, should pay the certaine due fee set 
downe by Law, for pleading of their causes : but for the 
Benches*' nothing, considering the Chamber of the Citie 
allowed the same gratis and to be free. Item, that in the 
pleading and deciding of controversies all causes debated 
afore time before the Maisters of the Exchequer or Citie 
Chamber should bee removed unto the Common Hall", to 

' To bring an arme of i( lluther. ^ In cosily and excessive fare at Ihe 
able. ' Ne quid tocli. • AsPolherbs. ° Cunning Actours, playing 
, and tesembling all geslures. " Oi uppennost. ^ Or cered 
" Pncs or scats, some expounij this of the Judges Bench, la if their 
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NERO be tried before the Commissioners and Delegates cailec 

CLAUDirs Recupcratores. Finally, that all appeales from the Judges 

CESAR should be made unto tlie Senate. 

18 
Having no will, no motion, nor hope at any time, to pi 
pagate and enlarge the Empire, he thought onee to na' 
withdrawne the forces even out of Britaiiie : neither gave he 
over that intent of his, but onely for very shame; least 
he might be thought to deprave the glovy of his Father 
(Claudius). Onely the realme of Pontus with the leave of 
Polemon *, as also the Kingdume of the Alpes, by the death 
of King Cottius bee reduced into the forme of a Province. 



19 



Two voyages and no more he undertooke, the one 
Alexandria , the other into Achaia. But his journey ._. 
j Mexandn a bee gave over the very day of his setting forth : 
by occasion that he was disquieted at once, both with a 
religious scruple and also with some perill. For when hec 
had gone in procession about all the temples, and sitten 
downe within the Chappel of Vesta, as he was rising up, 
first the hem ^ or edge of his Gowne stucke to the seate, and 
after this, arose so darke a mist before his eyes, that uneth 
he could see and looke about him. In Achaia bee attempted 
to diggc through Isthmus% and in a frequent assembly 
made a speech unto the Pretorian Suuldiours, exhorting 
them to begin the worke : and having given the signnll by 
sound of trumpet, himsclfe first brake up the ground with a 
Httle spade*; and when hee had cast up the earth, caried 
it forth upon his owne shoulders in a scuttle. He prepared 
also an expedition to the Caspian gates : for which hee 
enrolled a ncwc Legion of Italian young Souldiours sixe 
foote high ' : this Legion tiee called the Phalanx or 
Squadron of Alexander the Great. These particulars prc^ 

' Jag, wctt or fringes. '' Railelh, t. (igsnt, ihe same that Diir//a id 
Gr«ekc ! wiih a cloven bit. This by somfi Wrileri, i - .• 

' ScHum faium, some teail ttttum milluim ftdilum : i. of 
footiDcn. 
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misetl, partly deserving no blame, and in part worthy even NBRO 

of no meane praise, have I collected together, that I might CLAUDIUS 

sever and distinguish them from his villaniea and wicked t,.*j>AR 
acts, whereof from henceforward I wil make report. 

90 
Among other arts and sciences, beeiiig in his childhood 
trained up in the skill also of musick : no sooner attained 
he to the Empire, but he seiit "for Terpnus the harper, 
renowmed in those dayes for his cunnin? above all other. 
Sitting by him as he played and aung, day by day after 
supper until it was far in the night, himselfe likewise by 
little And tittle began to practise and exercise the same: 
Vea and not to let passe anie meanes that expert professours 
m that kind were wont to do, eyther for preserving or 
the bettering and fortifying of their voices : even to weare 
before him upon his brest a thin plate or sheet of lead: 
to purge by clystre or vomit : to absteine from apples and 
fruite, with all such meates as were hurtfriM to the voice: 
BO long, untill his proceedings stil drawing him on, (a smal 
and rusty' voice though he had) he desired to come forth 
and shew himselfe upon the open stage, having among his 
familiar companions this Greeke proverbe evermore in liii 
mouth. That hidden musicke was nought worth". The first 
time that he mounted the stage was at Naples, where he 
gave not over singing, (albeit the Theatre was sliaken and I 
ready to fall by a suddaine earthquake) before he had ' 
6nisned the song begun. In the same place he chaunted 
often and many dayes together. Moreover, after some 
short time betweone taken to repaire his voice (as one 
impatient of keeping within house) from the baines there he 
passed directly to the Theat re ^ : and having in the midst of 
the Orchestra before a frequent multitude of people feasted 
and banquetted, made promise in the Greeke tongue, that if 
he had sippled a little and wet his whistle, he would ring 
out some note more fully and with a stronger brest. Now, 
beeing much delighted with the Alexandrines^ praises in 
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NERO prict song^, who newly in a second voiage had with their 
CLAUDIUS fleet conflowed to Naples*', he sent for more of them out of 
Alexandria. And never the later he citose from all parts 
youths ofGentlcmens degree, and not so few as 5000 of the 
lustiest and strongest young men out of the commons, who 
heeing sorted into factions ^ should leame certaiue kinde of 
shouts and applauses, which they tearmed Bonibo.t", Im- 
firMf*'' and Testas": also that deft and trim boyes, such as 
had the thickest bush of haire upon their heads ^ ', and were 
set out in most excellent apparell, and not without a ring 
on their left hands*, should give their attendance upon him 
as he sung. The cheiftaines and leaders of these had for 
their stipend 400000 sesterces *. 

21 
Esteeming so highly as he did of s inging , he solemnised 
at Rome also againe the foresaid games called Neroncum 
before the day and time by order appointed ". And when 
all the people called upon him for his celestial voice', he 
made answere : That he verily would do them that pleasure 
(being so willing and desirous as they were to heare him): 
but it should be in his Hortyards. Howbeit, when the 
corps de guarde of the (I'retorian) Souldicrs which at that 
time kept watch and ward seconded the praiers of the 
common people, willingly he promised to fulliU their minds 
out of hand in the very place; and without any farther 
delay caused his owne name to be written in the roll of 
other professed minstrels and singers to the harpe. Thus 
having put his lot into the pitcher with the rest, nee entred 
the stage when his tume came : and withall the Capitaines 
of the Guard supporting his harpe i after tliem the tribunes 
militarie ^, and close unto them his most inwarde friendcs and 
Minions. Now when hee had taken up his standing, and 
ended hisProseme, he gave piiblike notice and pronounced by 

' Tuned and composed to the rules and measures of Musick, in the pmise 
of him, by the merchants of Alexandria. See cap. 98, August. ' Or 
Ciewes. ' PiHguissima cema. * Nee sine aHule ievis, or, clean con- 
Irarie, ac sine anulo Icvts, i. wearing no rings al all. ' A Knights living. 

• Every fifth ycaics. ' Or Colonels. 
11* 
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the voice of Cluvius Rufus, (no meaner man than of Consuls NEHO 
degree) that he would sing and act the storie of Niobe': *^f'/^{H'i^^ 
and so continued hee well neerc unto the tenth houre of the 
day^: which done he differred the Musicke Coronet due 
for the present victorie, together with the residue of that 
gaming unto the next yeare following; and all because he 
might have occasion oftener to chaunt. But bethinking 
himselfe that the time was long, hee ceased not to come 
ever and anon abroade to shew his skill in open place. Hee 
stucke not also in private shewes and games ^ to doe his 
devoire, even among common Actors and Sta ge player s : 
and namely, when one ot the Pretours * made ofter of a 
nilian of Sesterces. Hee sung moreover, disguised, Traga;- 
dies of the worthies and gods : of noble Ladies likewise in 
olde time and of goddesses, having their visards ° framed and 
made to the likenesse of his own face and of s ome wom an 
whom he e loved. Among the rest he chanted" the tale of 
iJanace travailing in child-birth'': of Orestes who killed 
his own Moth er ° : of QCdipus that plucRedout his own 
eyes^, anH of Hercules enraged*. In the acting of which 
Tragaedie, the report goes, that a novice* placed to keepe 
and guard the entrie of the stage, seeing him dressed and 
bound with chaines (as the argument of the sayd Tragtedie 
p required) ran in a good [haste] to helpe him. 



22 
Exceedingly given hee was of a boy to delight in horse- 
manship, and with the love of charioting mightily inflamed : 
and very much would he be talking (forbidden though he 
I were) of the Circeian games. And one time as heo was 
making monc, and bewailing among his skoole-fellowes, the 
lard fortune of a chariot driver, one of the greene-coate 

' Wife of Amphion King of Thebes, who priding heiself in het fnire 
laewe 6 sonnes and as tnnnie daughters dursl compue wilh Latona, ihe 
mother of Apotto and Diana, but she wilh her arrowcs killed them at, and 
timed her into a stone. ' Foure of Ihe clocke after noone. ' Of 
othei iDagistmles, who in respecl of ihe Prince nre accounted private. 
^* Larcius, Lydus, Xiphilin. ' Or Masques. * Ot young unuained 
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NERO faction, drawen and dragged by liis stcedes ', being chidden 
CLAUDIUS therefore by his schoole- master, he had a lye ready, and said 
that he spake of Hector*. Bnt, as about his Hrst entrance 
to the Empire, his custume was daily to play upon a chess- 
bourd with ivory horses^ drawing in chariots, so he used to 
resort also from his retiring place of pleasure *, to all the 
Circeian games, even the very least and meanest of them. 
First by stealth and privily : afterwards in open sight ; so as J 
no man made doubt, but at such a day he would be sure I 
alwaies there to be. Neither dissimulcd he that hee was n 
willing to augment the number of the prises. And there- 
fore the shew of Chariot running was drawen out in length 
and helde untill late in the evening, by occasion of manie 
more courses than ordinarie : so as now the Masters of every 
faction deigned not to bring forth their crues and com- 
panies* unlesse they might run the whole day through*. 
Soone after himselie also would needs make one and be 
seene oftentimes to play the Chariotier, And when he had 
tryed what hee could doe, and performed, as it were, his first 
Actes in (private) hortyardes among verie slaves and the 
base commons, he proceeded to shew himaelfe in the greatest 
Cirque in all mens eyes, appointing one of his frceamen to 
put out a (white) towell for a signall, from the place where 
Magistrates are wont to doe it. Bnt not content with this, 
that he had given good proofe of his progresse in these feats J 
at Rome, hee goes, as I sayde before, into Achaia, moved I 
especially upon this occasion. Those Cities and states where , 
Bolemne gamings of musicke are usually held, had brought 
up a custome to sende all the Coronets of harpe-players 
unto him. This he accepted so kindly, that he not onoly 
admitted at the very first to his presence the Embassadors 
who brought the same, hut also placed them among his 
familiar guestes at the table. And being requested by some 
of them to sing at supper time, and highly praised with 

' Or aore wounded and bruised with [he wheeles running over him. Sec 
Plin. Jfa/. Hist. lib. aS cap. I7- ' Who was likewise, Kaptmut Bigis as 
Virgil -wrilelh. * Or Chariots, to eipresse those games Ciransis. 

* Siustu, or by way of retyring and recreation. ° Crtgcs, either 

agitaiorum, i. of chariot drivers: or tquerum quadrigariorum, i. of steeds, 
both to ooe eflecte. * Which was their greater gaine. 
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excessive npplaiiso, he came out with this speech, That NERO 
Grecians were the onely skilfull Hearers, and the men alone ^MJ^'^^ 
worthie of his studies. Neitlier made he anie longer stay, *"*^" 
but tooke his voyage : and no sooner was hee passed over 
the sea to C&ssiope ^, but presently he began to sing at the 
altar there of Jupiter Casius. 

23 
After this, he went to all the games of prise, one after 
another : for even those that usually are celebrated at most 
remote and distant times he commanded to be reduced all 
into one yeare ", and some of them also to be iterated ". 
At Olympia likewise hee caused, (contrarie to the manner and 
custome of that place) a game of musick to be held. And 
least whiles he was busied about these matters, anie thing 
might either call him away or dctaine him: when he was 
advertised by his freed-man Helius, that the Citie affaires 
required his presence, hee wrot backe unto him in these 
words: 'Albeit your councell to mee at this present and 
yoiu- willing desire is, that I should retume witn all speedc, 
yet ought yoii to advise me and wish rather, that I may 
retume worthy my sclfe, that is to say Nero.' All the 
while hee was singing, lawcfull it was not for anye person to 
depart out of the Theatre, wtre the cause never so necesaarie. 
Whereupon reported it is, that some great bellied women 
falling into travaile were delivered upon the very skaffolds : 
yea and many men besides, wearie of tedious hearing and 
praysing him, when the towne gates were shut, eyther by 
stealth leapt downe from the walles, or counterfeiting them- 
selve* dead were caried forth as corses to bee buried. But 
how timorously, with what thought and anguish of minde, 
with what emulation of his concurrents and feare of the 
Umpicrs, hee strove for the Mastery, it is almost incredible. 
His manner was to deale with his adversaries, as if they 
had been but his (equals and of the same condition with 
him, in this sort : namely, to observe, watch and mark their 
behaviours ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ . - . 
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NERO defame tliem under hand, other whiles to railc at them and 
'^ rvii'^n'^ S'^^ them hard tearms as they came in his way : yea and to 
corrupt with bribes ' and giftes such as excelled in skill and 
cunning. As for the Judges and Umpiers aforesaid, hee 
woulde speake unto them in all reverence before he begun 
to sing, using these tearnies: Tliat hee had done whatso- 
ever was to be done: howbeit, the issue and event was in 
the hand of Fortune : they therefore, as they were wise men 
and learned ought to except and barre all chaunces and 
mishaps. Now upon their exhortations unto him for to be 
bold and venturous, ho would indeed goe awaye from them 
better appaied, but yet for all that, not without pensive 
care and trouble of minde: finding fault also with the 
silence and basbfull modestie of some, as if the same argued 
their discontented heavinesse and malitious repining, saying 
withall, That he had them in suspicion. 

During the time that hee strove for to winne any prise, I 
so strictely obeyed hee the lawes of the game, that hee ' 
never durst once spit and reacli up fleame ; and the veiy 
swet of his forehead hee wiped away with his arme onely . 
Moreover in the acting ' of a Tragiedie, when he had quickly 
taken up hia staffe agatne", whicn he happened to let fall, 
being much disniaied and in great feare, least for that de- 
lincjuencie hee should be put from the stage: by no meanes 
tooke he heart againe, until an under actor or prompter 
standing by sware an otb that it was not espied and marked 
for the shoutes and acclamations of the people beneath. 
Now, whensoever he wan the victorie, he used to pronounce 
himselfe victour. For which cause, he contended also in 
every place for the Criers coronet * ''. And to the end, there 
should reniaine extant uo menioriall or token of any other 
victours' in these sacred games beside himselfe, hee com- 
manded all their statues and images to be overthrowen, 
drawen with a drag and so flung into sinkes and privies. 



' Thereby lo mal 
and not with aiiie hi 
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Furthermore, he ran with chariots for the best game in many NERO ' 
places, and at the Olympicke solemnities with one that had CLAUDIT" 
a teeme of tenne steedes, notwithstanding he reproved the 
very same in K. Mithridates as appeared by certaine verses 
of his owne making. But being once shaken and hoisted 
out of his Chariot and set therein againe, howbeit not able 
to hold out, he desisted and gave over, before he had runne 
the race through. Yet was he crowned neverthelesse. 
After this, at his departure from thence, he enfranchised the 
whole Province throughout ; and withall, the judges of these , 
Games he endowed with the freedome of Rome, and re- 
warded with great summes of money. Which benefits of 
his himselfe published with his owne voice from the middle 
of the race, upon a day of the Isthmian games. 



Seeing returned out of Greece hee entred Naples, 
mounted upon a Chariot drawne with white horses : for 
that, in the said Citie he had made profession first of hts 
skill, (in musicke) and a part of the wall was cast downe 
against his comming, (as the manner is of all victours in 
those sacred games). Semhlably rode he into Antium, and 
from thence into Albanum and so forward into Home. 
But he entred Rome in the very same Chariot, wherein 
sometime Augustus had rode in triumph, clad in a purple 
cloke', and the same garnished with starres embrodered in 
golde : wearing upon his head the Olympicke Coronet ", and 
bearing in his right hand the Pythisk' : with a pompe and 
gallant shewe of the rest before him *, together with their 
titles and inscriptions testifying, where, and whom, in 
what kinde of songe or fabulous argument, hee had wonne : 
not without a traine also of Applauders', following his 
Chariot, after the manner of those that ride ovant in petie 
Triumph setting up a note, and crying with a lowde voice. 
That they were Augustians, and thesouldiersof his triumph. 
Prom thence he rode forward, and having throwen downe 
the Arch of the greatest Cirque, he passed on through the 

' Of Lttwrell. 
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Velabrum and market place, up to the Palatium and so to the 
temple of Apollo. To do him honor all the way as he went, 
were beasts killed for sacrifice, and saffron eftsoones strewed 
along the streets. Birdes were let file, ribbands also and 
labels yea and sweete banketting junkets cast among. As 
for the sacred Coronets and gui Hands aforesayde, he 
bestowed them in his owiie bed-chamber round about his 
beds : likewise his owne statues pourtraied in the habit of an 
harper ^, and with that marke stamped he his money. And 
after all this, (so farre was he from letting slacke and remit- 
ting one iote his ardent study of his musicke profession) 
that for the preservation of his voice he would never make 
speech unto his souldiours, but absent* : or having another 
to pronounce his words for him ' ; nor yot do ought in earnest 
or mirth without his Phonascus * by, to put him in minde 
for to spare his pipes and hold hia handkerchiefe to hia 
mouth : and to many a man hee eyther offered friendship, 
or denounced enmitie, according as every one praised bin 
more or tesse. 



His unruly wildnes se, unbridled lust, wastfull riotousnesse, 
avarice and truelty, he practi se 3" ve rely at first, by leasure 
closely, as the trickes of youthfidl foUy : yet so, as even 
then no man might doubt, that they were the inbred vices 
of nature, and not the errors of young age. No sooner was 
it twi-light and the evening shut in but presently he would 
catch up a cap^" on his head, and so disguised, goe into 
tavemes and victualling houses : walke the streetes placing 
and sporting all the way, but yet not without shrewd turnes 
and dooing mischiefe, For he used to fall upon those that 
came late from supper and knocke them soundly : yea and 
(if they stnigled with him and made resistance,) to wound 
and drowne them in the sinkes and towne ditches : to breake _ 
into petie shops also, and rifle them : for he had set up i 
his house at home a fairc*"*, there to receive the price of ti 
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e which hee had gotten, and was to bcc solde to who NERO 
1 give most and bid best therefore. But many a time CLAUDIUS 
t such brawles and skufflings aforesaied, he endangered his 
eyes, yea and his life too ; being once beaten well neere to 
death by a certaine young gentleman of Senatours degree ", 
whose wife he had misused with uncleane ha ndling. Where- 
uponfTieVfenafter durst Tie goe~abroad info~the streets at 
that houre of the night, without his mi li tar ie Tribunes fol- 
lowing after him aloofe and secretly. In the day time also, 
beeing caried close in a chaire ^ into the Theatre, hee woidd 
be present in person, and from the upper part* of the Pro- 
aoFnium^ both give a signall to the seditious factions of 
players (setting them together by the eares) and also behold 
them how they bickered. Now when they were come once to 
plaine fight, skirmishing with stones and fragments of broken 
seates, skafFolds, himselfe stucke not to fling apace at* the 
people, in so much as once he brake the pretours head. 

27 
But as his vices grewe by little and little to get head, 
laide aside these wilde trickes by way of sport and in secret 
and without all care of concealing and dissimuiing the matter, 
broke out openly to greater outrages. His nieales hee 
drewe out at length " : eating a nd drinkingfrom noone to 
midnig ht, dowsst^ and fomented ofteiinmesTnTSteniS'of 
bote waters, and in sommer season within bathes altered and 
made colde with snowe. His suppers hee tooke divers times 
abroade also in publike place, to wit, in the Naumachia^ shut 
up and enclosed ; or in Mars fielde ; or else in the greatest 
cirque : where hee was served and attended upon by all the 
common Queanes of the Citie, and stinking strumpets '' of 
the stewes. So often as hee went downe the River Tiberis 
to Ostia, or sayled along the Baian Creeke", there were pro- 
vided in divers places of the strond and baukes, bootlies to 
baite in, conspicuous brothell houses and taverns; where 
stood maried dames after the manner of hostesses and 



I, he ^ 
;ret: 
tter, / 



■ Or Licler. ' Or loft. ' The ft 
broad place, wherein a Naval lighl had 
tilled Dp, yet it caried the former name st: 



rstage. 



• Or among. ' A 
been exhibited but then 
Or Bay. 

191 



^ 



THE HISTORIE OF 

NERO victualling wives <= calling unto him ; some here, some there 
CLW^IOS on BolB" sides 'o! the beuikes, intreating him to land and 
tume in to them. His manaer was also to give warning 
unto his familiar friends, and bid him selfe to supper : and 
one of them it cost in sweet meats 4 millians ^ of sesterces ** : 
and another a good deale more in rose water and odoriferous 
oyles or perfumes of Roses ^m Syrtium '. 

Over and besides the unnatura l abusing of boyes free- 
borne, and the keeping of mens^wives asj iis concufeinegTire 
forced also and detlo ured ifiibria. a vestaJeVTi^ n! Acte 
a freed woman he went very neere to have wedded as his 
lawefull wife • : Kubuming certaine men who had beene Con- 
suls, to avouch and forsweare. That she was of Roiall bloud 

I descended. A bpj there was named Sporus %whose GenJtories 
he cu t out, and assayed therby to transforme hint into the 
natufe'oT a woman. Him he caused to be brought unto 
him as a bride, with a dowrj", in a fine (yellow) veile, after 
the solemne maner of mariage : not without a frequent and 
goodly traine attending upon him: whom he maintained as 

. his wife. Hereupon there goes abroad a pretie conceited 
jest of a pleasant fellow. That it might have beene wel and 
happie with the World, if his father Domitius had wedded 
such a wife. This Sporus trimly set out with the jewels, 
decked with the omamenbt of the Empresses, and caried in 
a licter, hee accompanied all about the shire-townes of great 
resort and market liurroughes of Greece : yea and afterwards 
at Rome, up and downe the street Sigillaria, manie a time 
sweetlv kissing him by the way. For, that he ha d a lust to 
ly with his owne mother , and was frighted from it by some" 
depraving backe-fricndes of hers ; for feare, least the proude 
and insolent dame might by this kind of favour grow too 

I mightie, no man ever made doubt : especially after that he 

I entertained among his Concubines an harlo t, most like in all . 

I points {by report) u_nto Agrippiiia . It is affinned moreover, J 

that in times past, so often as hee rode in a licter together 

with his mother, hee played the filt hj' wanto n, and was 

' QuaJragiti HS, ' Which had beene a great disparagecneot. 
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' bewrayed by the markes and spottes appearing upon her 

k vesture. 

29 
As for his owiie body , certes, he forfeited the honour 

■thereof, prostitutine it to bee abused so f arreforth, as having 

"defiled in manner ainiie partsont, at tHelasl^ he devised 
I kind (as it were) of sport and game : that being covered 
all over in a wilde beastes skin, hee should be let loose forth 
of a cage ' and then give the assault upon the privities of 
men and women both as they stood tyed fast to a stake: 

' and when he had shewed his rage to the full, be killed, for- 
sooth by DorijjherusMiiH frced-man, unto whom him selfe 

, ^ so was wed5 ed likea s^porus unlo^m : insomuch as hee 
counterteited the noise and cries of maiSens, when they bee 
forced and suffer devirgination ^. I have heard of divers that 
he was fully perswaded, No man nor woman was honest, or 
in any part of their boilies pure and oleane, but most of 
them dissimuled their uncleannesse and craftily hid it. As 
many therefore as professed ^ unto him their obscene fiith i- 
nessCj^he forgave all other faults and trespasses whatsoever. 

30 
The fruitf of richesse and use of money, he tooke to be 
nothing else but lavish expense : thinking them to be very 
base niggards and mechanicall pinch -pennies, that kept any 
account or reckoning what they spent and layde out: but 
such only passing rich and right Mag'tiificoi-s, who mispent 
and wasted all. He praised and admired his uncle Caius in 
no respect more, than for that hee had lashed out and 
consumed in a short space an huge masse of wealth, left 
unto him by Tiberius: hee kept therefore no meane, nor 
made anye end of prodigall giving and making away nil. 
Hee allowed unto Tiridates " (a thing almost incredible) 
800000 Sesterces, day by day, for his expenses, and at his 
departure bestowed upon him not so little as one hundred 
mitians. Menecrates 
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NERO fenser hec enfcoiFed in the Hvings, patrimonies and houses 
CLAUDIUS of right noble personages, who Iiad triumphed. Cerco- 
pithecus, whom hee had enriclied with the lands and houses, 
(as well within the Citie as Countrey) of Panercos the 
Usurer, he honoured like a Prince at his funerals; and 
enterred with the charges well neere of a rojall sepulture. 
No garments did hee on his backe twice : at hazard when 
he played, he ventured no lesse than 400000 sesterces at a 
cast, upon every point or pricke of the chaunce' ''. Hee 
fished with a golden net^ (drawen and knit) with cords 
twisted of purple and crimsA silke in graine. He never by 
report when he made anie journey, had under a thousand 
carrot^hes in his traine. His mules were shod with silver. His 
muliticrs arraied in line (red) Canusme cloth : and attended 
he was with a multitude of Mazaces* and Curreurs gaily 
set out with their bracelets and riche Phalers*. 

In no one thing was hee more wastcfuU and prodigaH 
then in building. Hee made an house, that reached from 
thePalalium to the Esquilicc : which at first he called his 
Transitorie * : but when it had been consumed with (ire and 
was reedefied hee named hia golden axiifice. As touching the 
large compasse and receit, the rich furniture and setting out 
whereof, it mav suffice to relate thus much. The porch * was 
of such an heigth as therein might stand upright the geant- 
like image representing his owne person, aji hundred and 
twentie foote high. So large was this house, as that it con- 
teined three galleries of a mile a peecc in length •. Item, a 
standing poofe like unto a sea, and the same enclosed round 

' Quadringent! Sesterliii. Take Seslcrtium here in the newter gender : 
Diherwise, it were but a. meane ventuie far such an one as Neio : as 
■mounting not above 3I. 2s. 6d. Whcress now, it ariseth to 31251- 
' Aurale reli. Orosius sajth more expresly, rtlitus aiira's. * HoTse men 
of Afriche and Cappadocia. ' As one would say, the passage from one 
hill lo another. ' Or foie-gale. * Poriuus triflicts mil/iarias. If a 

maD expound it thus : Galleries with Ihiee rows of pillers, or as many yles, a 
thousand foote in length, it wold be more consonant to the trvlh I suppose. 
And yet the proportion that foUowelh is very strange and answeiible tr ■"-- 
vulgar and received exposition. 
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about with buildings in forme of Cities. It received more- NERO 
over graungcs with comefields, vineyards, pastures and *'t^ii^',V^ 
woodes to them stored with a multitude of divers and C.SSAR 
sundry beasts both tame and wilde of all sorts. In all 
other parts thereof, all was laide over with golde, garnished 
with precious stones and shels of pearte'. As for the par- 
lours, framed they were with enoowed roufs, seeled with 
pannils of Ivorie, devised to turne round and remove so as 
flours might be skattered from thence : with a devise also 
of pipes and spouts to cast and sprinkle sweet oyles from 
aloft. But of al these parlours and banqueting roomes, the 
principal] and fairest was made rounde, to turne about con- 
tinually both day and night, in manner of the World*. 
The banes within this house flowed with salte water de- 
rived from the sea, and with fresh from the rivers Albulee. 
This {edifice finished after such a fashion as this, when he 
dedicated *. thus farre forth oucly he liked, as that hee sayd, 
He now at length began to dwell like a man. Furtiiennore, 
hee began a poole* reaching from Misenum to the Meere'' 
Avernus, covered all above head, enclosed and environed 
with Cloistures": into which all the bote waters that were 
in the Bathes of Baiic might bee conveicd. Likewise he 
cast a fosse ' from the sayde Avernijs, as farre as to Ostia, and 
the same navigable : that men forsooth might saile in ships, 
and yet not be upon the sea. This caried in length 160 
miles, and bare that breadth, as gallies with 5 ranks of 
oares might passe to and fro thereupon. For the perform- 
ing of these workes, he had given commandement, that all 
prisoners wheresoever should be transported into Italic : and 
that no person attaint and convict of anie wicked act, 
should be condemned otherwise, but to worke thereat. 



To these outragious expenses, beside the tnist and con- 
fidence he had" in the rev^neWes of the Empire, put forward 
hee was upon a certainc unexpected hope also that he 
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conceived, of finding a world of wealth : and that through 
intelligence given unto him by a gentleman of Rome, who 
assured him upon his knowledge, that the rich treasure and 
old store of silver and gold both, which Queene Dido flying 
out of Tyros caried away with her, lay buried in Affricke 
within most huge and vaste caves under the ground, and 
migiit be gotten forth with some small labour of those that 
would goe about it. But when this hope failed him and 
came to nothing, being now altogether destitute, and so far 
exhaust and bare of money, that of necessity even soul- 
diours pay, and the fees due unto olde servitoura in the 
wars for their service must run on stil and be difterred, he 
bent his mind to promoting of false imputations, to pilling 
also and polling. First and fonnost hee brought up this 
order, that out of the goods of frecdnicn deceased in steed of 
the one half, three 4th parts should be exacted and gathered 
for him, of as many, 1 say as without pubhke cause bare 
that name, which anie of those families did, whereunto 
himselfe was allied. Afterwards, that their wils should be 
forfaite and confiscate, who were unthankeful to the Prince '. 
Item, that Lawiers should not escape free and go cleere 
awaie, who had drawen and written such wils ; as also, that 
all deeds and words should bee brought within the compasse 
of treason; if there could be found but anie promoter to 
give information. He called moreover after a long time 
passed, for the rewards and Coronets due to victours, which 
ever at any times the Cities and States had presented or 
decreed unto him at the games of prise. And whereas hee 
had prohibited the use of theAmethist- and purple colours, 
he suborned one of purpose under hand to sell upon a 
market day^ some few ounces therof, and thereupon made 
stay of all occupiers and chapmen* whatsoever, and laid 
them fast. Furthermore, having espied once (aa he was 
singing) a dame of Rome from the skaffolds in the Theatre, 
arraied in purple forbidden by the law ^, himselfe pointed at 
her (as it is verily thought) and shewed her to his Frocura- 

' Remembicd him not in Ihcir wils sad made him not an hcyrc. ^ Ol J 
violet in grainc. ' Or fuire. • Who had bought the saidc coloon. 
* Jnlii : which Cxsar Diclaloi made. See in Jul. Cxs. cap. 43. 
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tours ^ : and presently caused the woman to be haled from NERO 

thence and turned out, not only of her garments but also of CLAUDIUS 

all the goods shee had. He assigned an office to no man, "*"'*'' 

but he used these words withali, Tlioii knowest what I 

have neede of. Also, Let us looke to this, that no man 

may have* anie thing. To conclude, he robbed the Temples 

of many giftes and oblations: the Images likewise therein 

made of golde or silver he melted into a masse: and 

among the rest, even those of the Tutelar gods (of Rome) * : 

which soone after Galba restored and erected againe in 

their places. 

33 
As touching his Parricides and murders hee began them A 
first with Claudius : ot wliose death although he were not ) 
principall author, yet he was p rivie an daccessarie thereto. 
Neither dissimuled he so much, as who afterwai-ds was wont 
by a Greek by-word *, to praise mushromes, {in which kinde 
of meat Claudius had taken his bane), as the foode of the 
gods^ Certes, he abused him after hee was dead in most 
spiteful! and contumelious manner, both in word and deede, 
every way : t aunting and twitting h im, one while with his 
folly, another while with his cruel tie.* For, in scoffing wise he 
would say of him that hee had left now morari" anie longer 
1 among mortall men, using the first sillable of the sayd 
I word long. jVjid many of his decrees and constitutions 
^ he annulled as the acts of a doltish and doting man. 
Finally, he neglected the place of his funerall fire*'' : suffer- 
ing it to be empaled', but with sleight stuffe and low railes 
of timber. As for Britaimicus, not so much for envie that 
he had a sweeter andpleasaSter voice than himselfe, as for 
feare least another day be should bee more gracious then he 
among men, in remembrance of his Father, he attempted to 
make him away by poiso p. This^pejion, Nero had received 
at the hands of one "Locusta, a woman who appeached and 

' Procters or Factonrs. ' Or posse^se. ' Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, 
Juno, Minerva. * Or Provetbe. ' fltfii- ppHiiii, alluding lo the 

^deification after his death. * Buitum. ' As the manner was for certaine 
!£ before the ashes and reliqnes were gatliered up. 
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NERO brought to light divers confectioners of poysons: and seeing 
CLAUDIUS it wrought later than he looked it should doe, and prooved 
L.£SAit jjQ^ to his mind, by reason that it mooved Britannicus to 
the stoole onely and caused a laske, he sent for the said 
woman, and beate her with his owne hands: laying hardly 
to her charge that in steede of a poyson she had given him 
a remedie and hotsome medecine. Now when shee alleaged 
for her excuse that she gave him the lesse dose ', thereby to 
colour and cloke the odious fact, which would have bred 
much anger and hatred : ' Why ! then belike,' quoth he, ' I 
am afi'raide of the lawe Julia"^ And so hee forced her 
before his face in his owue bed-chamber to compound and 
seeth a poison that should be most quicke and of present 
operation. And then having made trial! thereof in a kid, 
after he saw once that the beast continued five houres 
before it dyed, he caused the same to be boyled againe 
and nianie times more, and so he set it before a pig. And 
when the pig dyed presently upon the taking thereof, hee 
commanded it should be brought into his refection chamber, 
and given unto Britannicus as he sat at supper with him. 
No sooner had he tasted it but hee fell downe dead. Nero 
readily made a lye and gave it out among the rest of his 
guests, that Britannicus was surprised by a fit of the falling 
sicknesse, as his manner was to be. But the next morrow, 
in all hast bee tooke order for his corps to bee caried forth 
to buriall, with do better funerals than ordinarie; and that, 
in an exceeding great stormc of raine. Unto the saydLocusta, 
for her service done, he granted impunitie ^ : he endued her 
also with faire lands : yea and allowed her to have schollera 
for to be trained up under her in that feat. 

t 34 

His owne moth er, for looking narrowly into him, and 

examining his worcfs and deedes somewhat streightly ; for 

seeming also to cori-ect and reforroe the same, thus farre 

I forth onely at the first be was grieved and offended with, 

1 as that eft-soones he made her odious to the world, pre- 

' In quantilie. ' Dt Veneficiis. ' For her foimer pnctue of 

poitoning, by which she stoode condeninnl. 
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tending that he waa about to resigne up the Empire and NERO 
(depart to Rhodes*. Soone after, he deprived her of all ^'[^^'yi'J'i'^ 
honour, dignity, and authority : and removing from about t,^SAR 
] her the guard of Germaine Souldiours ^ that attended upon 
her person, bee banished her out of the same house with 
him, and so forth out of the precincts of the Palace : neit her 
cared he what he did, so he might molest and trouble her : 
siiBomlng soiTie~6f p u fpose7ti6th to disquiet her whiles^h ee 
abode in Rome with suites and actions; and also when shee 
was desirous of repose and ease in a retiring place out of 
the way, to course her with reproachfull tannts and flout- 
ing scoffes as they passed that way cither by land or sea. 
But beeing terrified with her threats and violent shrewd- 
nesse, bee determin ed to k ill and d is patch h e r at on ce. 
Having attempted it with poison thrice, and perceiving 
that shee was defended with antidotes and preservatives, 
he provided a bed-chamb er for he r, with so ticklish an "^ 
arched roufe over heiTiea3, as beeing easily unjoincted, the 
frame thereof might fall in peeces in the nieht, and light 
upon her as she lay a sleepe. When this dessigne could 
not be kept close, but was revealed by some of the complicea 
privie thereto, hce devised a ship, so made, as that quickly 
it should cleave a sunder: that either by the wrack, or fall 
of the fore-deck aloft, she might come to a mischiefe and 
perisli. And so, making a semblance of a Love-day and 
reconciliation, bee sent for her by most sweet and kinde 
Letters, training her unto Baiie, there to celebrate with 
him the solemnity of the Quinqiuitrian^. And having given 
order before hand to certaine Maistcrs of Gallies for to split 
the Foist^ wherein she was embarqued, as if by chaunce 
they were run full upon her, he made it late ere he went 
to the feast, and sat long at it. Now when she was to re- 
turne back againe unto Bauli, in lieu of that vessell thus 
shaken and crackt, he put unto her the other abovesaid 
I made with joints and vices, easie to fall in pieces: and 
tio, with a cheerefuU countenance accompanied her (to the 

' As if she were Ihe cause therof. ' Mililum el GcrmaHorum : Hen din 
_ 10. 'A feast id the honour of Minerva, beginning live daies tiefore the 
tdei o( March, >. the 1 1 of March. * Or Pioaoce. 
8:R 189 
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' also kissed hei 



water side') and at the parting also kissed her paps. AlTl 
the time after, he lay awake in great trouble and feare, I 
waiting for the issue of these enterprises. But when he ^ 
understood that all went crosse, and that s he was escap e 
to la nd by s wimming ; being altogether to seeke what course 
to take, as L. Agennus, her freed-man brought word with 
great joy. How she was escaped alive and safe, he conveied 
privily a dagger close by him * ; and as if he had been 
suborned and hired secretly (by her) to kill him, caused the 
said Agerinus to be apprehended and bound with chaines : 
and withall, his mother aforesaid, to be murdre d : pretend- 
ing, as if by voluntary death she had avoided the odious 
crime thui detected, and so made her selfe away. Worse 
matter yet than all this and more horrible, is reported 
beside, and that by Authors of good credit and who will 
stand to it: namely, That he ran in all hast to id ew th e 
dead boiiy of his mothe r when she was killed : that he 
handled every part and member of it: found fault with 
some, commended others r and being thirsty in the meane 
time^, tooke a draught of drink. Howbeit, notwithstand- 
ing hee was hartned by the joyous gratulation of Souldiours, 
Senate, and People, yet could he not either for the present 
or ever after, endure the worme and sting of conscience fop 
this foule fact, but confesse many a time, that haunted and 
harried he was with the apparition of his motheig^ghost : 
tormented also with the scourges and bummg torcnesTof 
the Furies. Moreover, with a sacrifice made by direction 
of magicians, he assaied to raise up her soule and spirite, 
and to intreate the same to forgive him. Verily as hee 
travailed through Greece, at the sacred Eleusine ceremonies 
(from the institution and professing wherein all impious, 
godlesse, and wicked persons are by the voyce of a cryer 
debarred ") he durst not be present. To this parricidy of 
his mothe r, he adjoyned also the murder of his aiiiif;: For 
when upon a time he visited her lying sicke of a costive 
bellie*, and she a woman now well stept in yeares, in handling 

' Of to the slaircs. • Between e his fee te. Tacil. ' About midnight 
it was. * Dotnitifl by hU fethers side. ' £x darilia alui, alias a ' 
eititin nan transmitlil, as Plinie writetb, a6 lib. 
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the tender downe of his beard n 



____ budd ing fo rth, chanced, 

(a& the manner is) by way of pleasing speeiHi, to say, ' Might CLADDItJS 



NERO 
:LADDIt 
i but live to take up this soft haire when it fals'', I would *^-*^AB. 
be willing to dye'; he turning to those that stood next 
unto him, in deriflion and scoffing manner sayde, 'Mary and 
even streight wayes I will c ut it of (for her sake),' and so ^ 
made no more adoe but gave order * unto the Phisitian to ' 
plye the sicke woman still with stronger purgatives^. For, 
even before she was through dead, he laide sure hold of 
her goods, and suppressed her last wil that nothing might 
escape his clutches. 

Besides Octavia*, he maried afterward s , two wi ves : to wit, 
Poppffia^ Sabina the daughter of one" who had beene Questor, 
and the wedded wife before of a romane Knight^: then, 
Statilia Messallina, neice* in the third degree removed of 
Taurus", twice Consul, who had once triumphed. For to 
have and enjoy her, he murdred her husband Atticus Vestinus *i' 
then Consul, even during the timFTif that honorable Magi- 
stracie. Soone wearie he was of Octavia?"s companie and 
forsooke her bed. And when some friends reproved him for 
it he made snswere, that the jewels and ornaments only of a 
wife ought to content her. Soon after, fehen he had assayed 
many times (but in vaine) to strangle her, he put Iier away, 
pretending she was barraine. But when the people misliked 
this diverse, and forbare not to raile upon him for it, he pro- 
ceeded, even to confine and banish her quite. In the end he 
murdred her, under a colourable imputation of divers adul- 
teries, charged upon her so impudently and falsely, that when 
al generally who were by torture examined upon the point, 
stood stoutly to the very last in deniall, he suborned and 

' brought in Anicetua "* his own Paedagogue against her, who 
' As if she wold say, If I might sec the-e once a man gcowen, etc., far be 
otmc to be Emperour before he was l8 yeere olde. ' You must suppose, 
be sent for the bather first, etc. ' As puigine was the cure, so it was the 
colourable means wherby she was killed. 'The daughter of Claudius. 
• Or Pompeia as some read. ' Titus Ossius. ' Rufius Crispus. ■ In 
tbe right line of descent. ' Statilius who in Augustus time built the great 
ArapSlhoitie in Rome, beoiing his name. '" Who had brought him up 

[ in hu childhood. 
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NERO should slander himselfe with her and confesse that by a wile 
CLAUDIUS he had abused her bodie. The twelfth day after the said 
divorcement of Octavia, he espoused and maried the afore- 
said dame PoppKa, whom he loved intirely ; and yet even her 
also he killed with a kicke ^ of his heele, for that, being big 
with child and sickly withall, she had reviled him and given 
him shrewd words, for comming home so late one night, after 
his running with chariots. By her he had a daughter named 
Claudia Augusta, whom he buried when she was a very 
infant. There was no kinde of affinitie and consanguinity 
were it never so ueere, but it felt the waight of his deadly 
hand. Antonia, the daughter of Claudius, refusing after the 
death of Popptea to bee his wife, he slew, mider a pretense 
as if she went about to conspire against him and to alter the 
state. Semblabiy, he killed all the rest, that were either 
allied unto him or of his kinred. Among whom, A. Plautius 
a young gentleman was one. Whose hodie, after he had by 
force iiltliily against kind abused before his death : ' Let 
my mother go now,' quoth he, * and kisse my successors sweet 
lips': giving it out, that he was her welbeloved dearling, and 
by her set on to hope and gape after the Empire. His sonne 
in law Rufinus Crispinus, the son of Popptea* being yet of 
tender yeeres and a youth under age, because the report went 
of him, that in game he would play for Dukedomes' and 
Empires, he gave order unto his owne servants for to drowne 
in the sea, whiles he was there tishing. Tuscus his nources 
Sonne he confined and sent away, for that being his pro- 
curatour in ^Egypt, he had bathed in those baincs which 
were built against his comming. His Preceptor and Schoole- 
master Seneca he compelled to dve * : albeit he had swome 
unto him very devoutelv, (when he made suite many times 
for a licence to depart the Court, and yeelded up therewith 
all his goods into his hands) That he ^ had no cause to suspect 
him : for he would rather lose his owne life then doe nim 
anie hurt. Unto Burrhus, Captaine (of the guarde)" he pro- i 



' Or sputnc. 
' DucMus or 
and legs and : 
ifffrufiioron- 
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mised a medicine to heale his swollen throat ^, and sent him 
the rank poison Toxicum for it. His freedmen^, that were 
rich and olde, whose favour, friendship and directions had 
stood him in good steede for procuring unto him in times 
past adoption, and afterwards the Imperial rule, lie cut 
short every one by poyson, partly put into their meats and 
partly mingled with their drinks, 

36 

With no lesse cruelty raged hee abroad even against 
strangers and meere forainers. A blazing hairy starre, 
commonly thought to portend death and destruction to the 
highest poures, began to arise, and had appeared many 
nights together. Beeing troubled therewith, and enformed 
by Babilus the Astrologer, that Kings were wont to expiate 
such prodigious signcs with some notable massacre, and so 
divert the same from themselves, and tume all upon the 
heads of their Peeres and Nobles, he thereupon projected 
the death of all the Noblest personages in the Citie. And 
verily, so much the rather, and, as it were, upon just cause, 
by reason of two conspiracies by him published and divulged 
abroad : of which, the former and the greater, bearing the 
name of Piso ^, was plotted and detected at Rome : the latter 
going under the name of Vinicius * at Beneventuni. The con- 
spiratours had their trial!, and pleaded bound with three-fold 
cnaines: and as some of them confessed the action of their 
owne accord, so others* said moreover. That he was beholden 
unto them for it, because they could not possibly doe a cure 
upon him by any other meanes, (disteined as he was and dis- 
honored with all kinde of wicked actes) but onely by death. 
The children of the condemned were expelled the Citie, and 
then, dispatched with poison or hunger -starved. It is for 
certaine knowcn, that some of them with their pjedagogues 
and booke-keepers tooke their Ijane all at one dinner to- 
gither, others were restrained for seeking and earning their 
daily food. 

' A squinancie. 
&iend«, Pisomana, 
SnliHtiiu Aspcr. 
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After this without all choise and respect, without all 
measure in his hand, he spared none : he put to death whom- 
soever it pleased him, and for what cause it skilled not. But 
not to make long relation of many, it was laid to Salvidienus 
Orcitus charge, that he had set and let three shops out of 
his house ahout the forum, unto the Cities and States abroad 
for (their Embassadours) for to make their abode and con- 
verse in. To Cassius Longinus the lawier (a man bereft of 
both his eyes) objected it was, that in the antient pedigree 
of his own house and linage, he had set up againe the images 
of C. Cassius, one of them that murdrcd Caesar. To Pastas 
Thraseas, for having a steme and severe countenance like a 
Psedagogue. When these with other were appointed once 
to dy, he allowed them no more then one houres respite to 
live after, and because no further delay might come between, 
he put unto them Chynirgians (in case they lingred and made 
no hast) to cure them out of hand, (for that was the term 
he used) meaning thereby, to cut their veines and let them 
bleed to death. It is verily thought also, that to a certein 

freat eater ' (an Egyptian home) that used to feed on raw 
esh and whatsoever was given him, he had a great desire to 
cast men alive, for to be quartered cut in peeces and devoured 
by him \ Being lifted and pulled up, with these as it were, 
so great successes*, he said that no prince ever knew^ what 
he might do: and oftentimes he cast out many words be- 
tokening very significantly, that he would not spare the 
Senators remaining behind, but one day utterly rase that 
order and degree out of the common- wealth, and permit the 
gentlemen of Rome and his freed-men only to rule provinces 
and have the conduct of armies. Certes, neither at his com- 
ming home nor going forth any whether, vouchsafed he to 
kiBse any one of them, no nor so much as once to resalute 
them : and when with forraall complements he entred upon 
his worke of digging through Isthmus *, he wished and praied 
alowd before a frequent audience. That the enterprise might 
' Pglyphaga aiidam, ot gluiion. ' Ot prosperily. ' Or none of the 
Empeiars knew. ' In Achaia, neie Corinth. 
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Speed well and turae to the weale of himselfe and Uie NERO 
people of Rome, concealing and suppressing al mention of CLAUDIUS 
the Senate '. s 

38 / 

But yet for al that, he spared not th?' people nor forbare 
the very wals and buildings of his country the Citie. When 
one in common tallce upon a time chaunced to say, 

'F./iov $av6vTos yala fitj^fl^rte trvpi". 

When vitall breatli is fled from me. 

Let earth with lire iniiugled be : 

'Nay rather," quoth he, ''R/aoB fwcTo;,'' 

^VhileH vital breatii remaios in me, etc. 

And even so he did indeede ; for being offended, as it were 
with the ylfavoured fashion of the olde houses, as also with 
the narrow, crooked and winding streets, he set the citie of 
Home on fire so apparantly, that many Citizens of Consuls 
degree, taking his chaniberlaines^ in the maner with matches, 
touchwood and hurds in their messuages (within the Citie) 
would not once lay hand on them but let them alone : yea 
and certein garners and store houses about his golden j^Sdi- 
fice (for that the plot of ground on which they were situate, 
his mind stood most unto) were by war-engins forcibly shaken, 
throwen down and fired, by reason they were built with stone 
wala. For 6 dayes and 7 nights together raged he in this 
wise making havocke of all, and driving the common-people 
to take up their Innes' and shrowd themselves the while 
about the toumbs and moniments of the dead. During this 
time, oeside an infinit number of houses standing apart from 
others '', the goodly edifices and buildings of noble capitains 
in old time, adorned stil and beautified with the spoiles of 
enemies, the stately temples also of the gods, vowed and 
dedicated -by the auntient kings first, and afterwards in the 
Punick and French wars*; burned all, on a light fire: and 
word, whatsoever remained from old time worth the 




' Comprising therein the gentlemens degree : nol Stnalui, fiopulequc Rem, 
I the manner had beene. ' Cnbicularcs, i. the etoo"" of hi* cfaambei. 
Or lodgings. ' With (he Caithuginians. 
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NERO seeing and memorable was consumed, nds fire, beheld he 
''raJi^'w^^ daily out of Miecenas high toure": and taking jove (as he 
sayd himselfe) at the beautiful flame that it made, chaunted 
the winning and destruction of Ti-oie, in that Musitians 
habit wherein he was wont to sing upon the stage. And 
because he would not misse, but lay fast holdc upon all 
the bootie and pillage which possibly hee could come by, 
even from thence also, having promised free leave to cast 
forth dead karkasses, and rid away the rammell of the mines, 
looke what reliques remained of all tlieir goods and substance 
unbumt, he permitted not one to goe unto it. Finally, not 
onely by receiving, but ajao by exacting Contributions from 
all parl^, he beggered well neere the provinces and consumed 
the wealth of private persons. 



To amend the matter well, unto these harmes and 
reprochefull dishonors (of the State) so great as they w 
arising from the Prince, there happened also some other 
calamities by chance and fortune : to wit, a pestilence con- 
tinuing one autumne, whereby thirtie thousand burials were 
reckoned in the record' of Libitina^"; an unfortunate losse in 
Britaine, wherein two principall townes of great importance 
were sacked ', with great slaughter besides of Roraane Citizens 
and Allies: a shamefuU disgrace received in the East by 
reason that the Romane legions in Armenia were put under 
the yoke as Slaves, and Syria was hardly and with much adoe 
kept in teannes of allegeance. But a wonder it was to see, 
and a thing especially to be noted, that amid all these infor- 1 
tunities hee tooke nothing lesse to the heart, than the shrewd i 
checks and reviling taunts of Men : and was to none more 
milde, than to such as had provoked him, either with hard 
speeches, or opprobrious verses. Many infamous libels and 
defamatorie words, both in Greek and Latine, were publikely 

' As we say in the Church boolte. ' In whose temple were to be bought 
or hited, whatio«vcr perlnined to funerals and buiinls : Vano. Plotarch 
takelh her for Venus. * Camel^unum el Londinium co/oma, etc. Taciftts. 
t. M&ldon and London ij. Colonies ; and logilhet with them, Verulamiuni m. 
BarroDgh free town, (in the mines whetof S. Albanes now slandclh) in which 
places 7000 (by reporl) were slain of Citiiens and Alies. 
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I written, or otherwise cast aad spred abroad against him *', as 
for example these ; 

Nfpw, OpttiTTjs. 'AXyfiaLtay, fiTjrfiOKToyoi. 

Utoyvfttliar, Nipuv liiar ittjTtiia diriicTUVtr. 
Nero, Orestes ", Alcmsoa '*, did shorten mothers life : 

Neru slew bis', when newly her he wedded as his wife. 
Qair neget jEnea magna de »lirpe Nerontm f 

SiuMit hie maireni, «u»luiU iile patrem. 
Who CBD deny, of great £nea our Nero Bprung to be 

That rid his mother of her life, as Sire' from lire did bee"? 
Dum tendU citharam tioiler, dum Comua Parthug, 

hotter erit Faan, iile Reea/eliektee. 
Whiles our Nero bendeth hia harpe* while Parthian hia bow ; 

Our prince shall be Psan. Hee Hecatebeletes '. 
Roma Domuajieti Veioi migrate Quirilet 

Hinon et Veiot occupet iila domiu. 
Rome will become a dwelling house ' : to Veii flit a pace. 

Quirites, least this house before ye come tabe up the place. 

But no search made he after the authours liereof, and some 
of them being by the Appeacher convented before the 
Senate, he would not suffer to sustaine any grievous punish- 
ment. As he passed by in the open street, Isidorus the 
Cynick*, had checked him alowd in these tearmes, That be 
used to chaunt the calamities'' of Nauplius"* very well, but 
disposed of his owne goods as badly. And Catus, a plaier 
of the Ateliane Comiedies ' in a certein Sonet singing these 
words ', Hugiaine pater, i. Farewel father, "Tyialve firJTep, i. 
Farewel mother, had acted the same so significantly, as that 
he feigned the one drinking and the other swimming, to ei- 
presse thereby the end of C, Claudius ' and Agrippina ^ : and 
a the last conclusion of all, with these wordes, 
Orcut voliie ducit pedes. 
Now Pluto leadeth forth your feet^, 
in plaine gesture noted the Senate. The Actor* and 
t Agrippina. ' Anchises. ' Heiamelre and Pentamelre. 

* Philosopher. " Or evils. ' Which were very lascivious and 

licentious. ' Whose son be wns by adoption, for some report, he looke 
his poison in a cup of drinlie and not in a mushrom. ' Who was thought 
to have perished In the sea : and indeede she hardly escaped drowning by 
swimming. * Datus, 
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Philosopher^ Nero did no more unto, but banish them Rome 
and Italic : either for that lie set light by all shame and 
infamie ; or els least in bewraying anie griefe, he might stir 
up and provoke pregnant wits to worke upon him. 



40 



Well, the world having indured such an Emperour as 
this, little lesse than 14 yeares, at length fall away and for- 
Booke him cleane. And first the French began, following 
as the ringleader of their insurrection Julius Vindex, who 
that very time governed the Province^, as Propretour. Fore- 
told it had been long agoe unto Nero by the Astrologers, 
That one day he should be left forlorne. Whereupon this 
saying was most rife in his mouth. 

Til Tf^i'ioi' isaira youi rpiljiti, 

Au Artizaue of anie kinde 

lu every land will living- linde, 

BO that he might the better be excused and borne withall 
for studying and practising the art of minstrelsie and sin^ 
ing to the harpe, as a ski] delightful unto him now a Prince, 
and needful] for him another day a private person. Yet 
some there were who promised unto htm so forsaken, the 
goverment of the East parts : and others by special] name 
the kingdome of Hierusalem ; but most of them warranted 
him assuredly the restitution of his former estate. And 
being inclined rather to rest upon this hope, when he had 
lost Britaine and Armenia, and recovered them both againe : 
he thought himselfe discharged then and quit from the fatall 
calamities destined unto him. But sending one time to the 
Oracle of Apollo at Delphi, and hearing this answere from 
thence, That hee must beware of the yeare 73 », as who would 
say. He was to dye in that yeare (of his owne age) and not 
before ; and divining no whit of Galbies yeeres, with so 
assured confidence hee conceived in his heart not onely long 
life but also a perpetual] and singular felicity, that when 
he had lost by shipwracke things of exceedmg price, he 
stucke not to say among his familiars : That tiie fishes 
' Isidonis. ' OfGaule. 
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, would bring the same againe unto liiin^ At Naples ad- NERO 
vertised he was of the rebellion in Gaule. WhiiHi fell out *^i;^^'i'^ 
to be the very same day of the yeare, on which he had 
killed his moUier. But nee tooke this newes so patiently 
and carelesly, that hee gave suspicion even of joy and con- 
tentment: as if occasion had lieene offered and presented 
thereby to make spoyle (by the lawe of arraes) of those 
most rich and wealthy Provinces : and streight waies going 
forth into the Gymnase^ he beheld with exceeding great 
eamestnessc and oelight the wrestlers and champions striving 
for the prise. At supper time also, being interrupted wit£ 
letters importing more tumults and troubles still : thus farre 
forth onely he grew into choller and indignation, as that 
he threatned mischiefe ^ to them who haa revolted *■ To 
conclude, for eight dayes together he never went about to 
write backe unto any man nor to give any charge or direc- 
tion at all, but buried the matter quite in silence. 

41 
At the last, throughly mooved and netled with the con- 
tumelious edicts of Vindex comming so thicke one in the 
necke of another, he exhorted the Senate, in a letter 
written imto them, to revenge him and the commonwealtli : 
atlcadging for an excuse the Squinsie* whereof hee was sicke : 
and therefore could not himselfe be present in person. But 
nothing vexed him so much as this, That hee was by hi 
blamed for an unskilfull musician **, and because in steede 
Nero, he called him ^noharbua '. And verely as touchii 
this name appropriate to his house and family, wherewitji 
he was thus in contumelious manner twitted, he professed 
to resume the same, and to lay away the other that came 
by adoption ^. All other reviling taunts and slaunders hee 

' As they did lo Polyciales that mighty Tyrant of Samos: but it was 
not lonj; hefoic his fall and destruction. * Publike place ot exercise. 

' fllalunt an emphalicall and sicnJIiCBnt word in this place : like as in Livie, 
lib. 4, Malum militibut mttt nisi ijuievcnHt. As if he had said, A mischiefe 
take these Rebels : or, Mischitfe will come to ihem. * DiscissiHl, al. dedis- 
ttnt, as if mischief wold fall upon (be authors heads. ' An inflajnmalion 
or iwelling in the throale. * Citkara^duat, a singer to the llatp. ' Which 
was the name of hi£ family, and so had he been called be/ore his adoption. 
' Nero CUudios Dniius. 
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NERO confuted as meerc false, bj no other argument than this, 
*'ii^^'n'^ That unskilful nesse, forsooth, waa objected unto him in that 
very art, which he had so painfully studied and brought to 
so good perfection: and therewith asked them eftsones one 
by one, whether tliey had ever knowen a more excellent 
Musician than himselfe. But when messengers came stiU 
one after another, in great feare he returned to Rome. 
And having his hart lightned but a little in the way, with 
a vaine and foolish presage by occasion that hee espied 
and observed engraven upon a monument, a certaine French 
souldiour with a Homano knight overmatched in figbt and 
trailed along by the haire (of the head) : he at this sight 
leapt for joy and worshipped the heavens. Neither then 
verely, did hee so much as consult in publtke with the 
Senate, or assemble the people: but onely call forth home 
to bis house some of the chiefe and principall persons among 
them. And having dispatched in great haste this consulta- 
tion, the rest of that day he led them all about to his 
musicall water instruments of a strange devise and fashion, 
not before knowen : and shewing every one by it selfe unto 
them, discoursing also of the reason and difficult worke* 
manship of each one, he promised even anone to bring 
them all forth into the open Theatre, if Vindex would 
give him leave '. 

After that he understood besides, how Galba likewise and 
the provinces of Spaine were revolted, he fell downc at once : 
his heart was then daunted and cleane done : and so he lay 
a good while speechlesse in a traunce, and ready, as one 
would say, to goe out of the world. And so soone as he 
came againe to himselfe, he rent his clothes, beat and knockt 
his head, saying plainely, That he was utterly undone: yea 
and when his nource came about him to comfort his poore 
heart, teUing him, that the like accidents had befallen to 
other princes also before him, hee answered againe, That 
hee above all the rest suffred miseries never heard of nor 

' Which it seems he spake ironically : ifsinipl;, hemeaneth. in case Vindex 
inteiTupted not his sports and Ihe publike felicilic. 
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knowen before: thus in his life time to forgoc and loose 
bis Empire, Neither yet for all this strucke he saile one 
whit in laying away or leaving out one jot of his ordinary 
riot and supine s louthfulnes se. Nay when some little inckling 
was given of good newes out of the provinces as he sat at a 
most sumptuous and plentiful! supper : hee pronounced even 
with espresse gesture like a player, certaine ridiculous rimes, 
and those set to lascivious and wanton measures, against 
the chiefetaincs of rebellion: and what were those? even 
stale stuffe and commonly knowen already. Being also 
secretly conveied into the Theatre he sent word unto a 
certaine Player acting his part with great contentment 
of them that sawe and heard him. That he did but abuse 
his occupations '. 

43 
Immediatly upon the beginning of this feareful tumult *, 
it is credibly thought that he intended manie dcsignes and 
those very cruell and horrible; yet such as agreed well enough 
with his naturall humour: namely, to sende under hand 
successours and murderers of all those that were Commanders 
of armies and regents of Provinces, as if they all had con- 
spired and drawen in one and the selfe same line. Item, to 
massacre all banished persons where soever, and the French- 
men every one that were to be foimd in Rome : those because 
they should not band and combine with them thot revolted : 
these, as complices with their ownc contrie men, and their 
abbetters. Item, to permit the armies for to make spoyle 
and havocke of the Provinces in Gaule. Item to poyson all 
the Senate generally at some appointed feast. Last of all 
to fire Rome and let wild beasts loose among the people, 
that thereby there might be more adoe and greater difficulty 
to save the Citie. But being skared from these designments, 
not so much upon anie repentance, as despaire of their ac- 
complishment : and pcrswaded withall, that necessarie it was 
to make a voyage and warlike expedition ; the Consuls then 

' In that hee ptaicd wilfiout a roncutcent, whereas hlm^^etf bul Sot hia 
Businesses would have pul him down. ^ Occasioned by the Comitigtions 
■od revolts abroad. 
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in place lit deprived of their govermetit before the due 
time, and hiniselfe alone entred upon the Consulship in 
their roomes, as if forsooth, the destinies had so ordained, 
that Gaule could not lie subdued but by a (sole) Consul ', 
Having then taken into his hands the knitches of rods*, 
when after meat he withdrew himsejfe aside out of his 
dining chamlwr, leaning upon the shoulders of his familiar 
friends, hee protested, that so soone as ever he was come 
into the Province: he would shew hiniselfe unarmed Ijefore 
the armies: and do nothine else but weepc: and after he 
had once by that raeanes reclaimed the authors of the Revolt 
and brougnt tiiem to repentance, sing merily, the day 
following, songs of triumph with them that rejoyced with 
him. ' Which songs," quoth hee, ' ought with all spcede even 
now to be composed for me.' 

44 

In the preparation of this waHike voiage, his spcciall care 
was, to choose forth raecte wagons for the canage of his 
musicall instruments ; to cut and poll the concubines which 
hee caried out with him like men : and to furnish them with 
battaile axes and little bucklers after the Amazonian fashion. 
This done, he cited the Citie-tribes to take the militarie 
oth ; and when no serviceable men would answere to their 
names, he enjoyned all Masters to set forth a certaine 
number of bond-servants, neither admitted he out of the 
whole family and houshold of every man, but such only as 
were most approved, excepting not so much as their stewards 
or elarkes and secretaries. He commanded likewise all 
degrees to allow and contribute towards this expedition 
part of their estate according as they were valuea in the 
Censors booke: and more than so, the tenants inhabiting 
private messuages and great houses standing by them selves, 
to pay out of hand in yearely pension to his exchequer, 
Hee exacted also with great skornefulnesse ^ and extremitie, 
good money rough and new coyned, silver fine and full of 

' Ab tomclimc Cn. Pompeius Mapnus was, for Ihe like exploit. ' The 
Contalit Buthoritie. ' Suilinessc. 
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risings: golde pure and red as fire. In so much, as most NBRO 
men openly refused the paiment of all contributions : de- (lj^^v^ 
manding in a generall consent, that what monies soever 

Eromoters had received for their informations, should rather 
B required backe againe at their hands. 
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By the dearth lilcewiae of come, looke what hatred was 
conceived against the gainers', the same grewe heavie upon 
him. For it fell out by chance that in this publicke famine 
word came of a Ship" of Alexandria", how it was arrived 
frsight with a kinde of dust ibr~lhe wrestlers of Nero his 
court. Having thus stirred up and kindled the hatred of 
all the world against him, there was no contumelious 
despite but he sustained. To one statue of his, just behind 
the crowne of the heade, was set a c hariot ^ with an Impreae 
in Greeke to this effect. Now in truth, and not before is 
the combate ''. And againe. Now or never hale and drawe ". 
To the necke of another, there was tyed a lether-bagge *, 
and therewith this title, What could I doe^''.^ But thou 
hast deserved a verie lethcr budge*" indeed. This writing 
also was fastned upon the Columnes ', Now with his chaunt- 
ing hee hath awakened the French^'. And by this time 
manie there were who in the nigt season making semblance 
of chiding and brawling with their servants, called often for 
aVindcxt. 

46 
Beside all this, he tooke affrights at the manifest por- 
tents" as well newe as old, of dreams, of prodigies * and of 
Osses '". For where as before time, he was never wont to 
dreame, when he had murdred hia mother'" once there ap- 
peared visions in his sleepe, him thought hee saw the helme 
of a ship wrested out of his hand as hee steered it: and 

' I. Gjmemungera Ituranlium. ' Ot (he fleetc it selfe, navit fire classt, 
ta clatiis pro navl In* the figure Synechtloche. ^ Alluding lo his Chariot 
ninning. * A Sachell asropira. • £go quid pelui. ' Culntni. 

' Pilleii. " Guilts tl mm cantanJa cxiUie. ■ Piesagiog foretdketu. 

I •• Omimim. 
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that bv hi« wife Octavja hec was lialed into a very 
mill liliiuio nliin.' : one while tliat he was covered ftll onr 
with H mtiltitiulc of winged ants; another while, tint tfar 
iniAffeB uf hravo meu descended of noble houses dedicated 
to l\iiii|K'iiix 'riu'Atre, went round about him, and debamd 
hill) from f^>in^ forward. Also, that his ambling gudding, 
wherein hee tuoke must delight, was in most parts tmw- 
Hgurad inti> the forme of an ape : but havine his bead oohr 
auund and cntier, ilid set up a lowde and shml voice neigh- 
ing. Out of the Mausoleum ', when ail the dores tboeof 
flewc uf their uwne accord open, a voice was heard calthig 
him by name. Upon the Calends^ of Januarie, hb doiiies- 
ticall gods, garniiuied and adorned (as they weare), at the 
verie time when the sacriiice was in preparing, fell all 
downe". And as he was observing the signes by bird flight, 
Sporus presented him with a ring for a newe yeares gift; : in 
the pretiuus stones whereof, was engraven the ravishing and 
carving away uf Proserpina. At tlie solemne nuncapation 
of nia vowea, when as a great and frequent number of all 
degrt-ea were alremlio assembled together, the keyes of the 
Capitull could hardly be found. What time as out of his 
invective oration against Vindex these wordes were rehearsed 
in the Senate, That such wicked persons should suiTer 
punishment, they all cryed out with one voice, Tujacia 
Attgustr, i. Thou shall so doe O Augustus. This also had 
beene ubserved. that the last Traga?die which he acted and 
sung in publike place, was (Ed'tptui the Banished, and just as 
he pronounced this verse, 

Bnrtlr n' Syaryi ttvyyojiOt, f^rqp, irorijp. 

IIow can 1 chuse but death desir«, 

Thus bidden by wife, by mother aiid are? 

he fell downe *. 

47 _ 

In this meane while, when newes came that all the othv 

armies also rebelled, the letters delivered unto him, as hee 

1 The stately sepulchre of Angusius. ' Firsi diy. ' All this 

hapned upon the new.yeaies day. ' Dtcidis or litsitu, r. stayed snd 
gB,ve over. 
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sate at dinner hcc tare in peeces, overthrewe the table, and NERO 
two cuppes (of Chrystall) out of which he tooke the great- CLAUpiDS 
est pleasure to tlrinke, and wliich he called Homericos, for t-JiwAK 
ccrtaine verses of Homere^' engraven and wrought upon 
them, he dashed against the paved floure. Then, after he 
had received a poison of Locusta and put it up in a golden 
boxe, he went directly into the hortyards of tlie M'rviiii: 
where, having sent before his most trusty freed -servants 
unto Ostia for to rig and prepare a fleet to sea, he sounded 
the Tribunes and Centurions of the guard, whether they 
would beare him company and file with him, or no. But 
when some of thera made it coy and kept some hafting: 
others in plaine termes refusecf; and one also cried out 
' >ud, 

Utijue ndrone Toori miterum at ! *' 

What ! is it such a mberie 

To leave this Ufu miil bo to die ? 
he cast about, and thought of many and sundry shifts. 
Whether hee should goe as an humble iiuppliant unto the 
Parthians or to Galba, or whether it were best for him, 
arraied all in blacke to come abroad into the Citie, and 
there in open place before the Rostra, with all the rufull 
and piteous moane that hee could possibly make, crave 
pardon for all that was past, and unlessc hee could tume 
the peoples harts unto mercy ^, make suite to have if it were 
but the Deputy-ship of .Egypt graunted unto him ". Certes, 
found there was afterwards in his Cabinet a Speech of hig 
owne penning, as touching this Argument. But men thinke 
hee was scared from this enterprise, as fearing least before 
he thither could eome", he should be pulled in peeces. Thus, 
putting off all farther cogitation of this matter unto the 
next day, and awakened about midnight*; when he under- 
stood that the guard of his l^ouldiours was retired and gone, 
hee leapt forth of his bed, and sent all about to his friends. 
But because no word was brought back from any of them, 
himselfe accompanied with a fewe about him went to every 
one of their lodgings : where (lading all dores shut, and no 
' Sm the annotalioa opon this pUce. * And to sufTei him foi lo injoy 
tlie Emmn. ' To the Raitra. * Ox stniting out of his slecpe. 
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NERO body to make him answere, he returned to his bed chamber. 
CLAUDIUS By which time, his Keepers also and Warders were slipt from 
thence : but they had stoUen away first the hangings and 
furniture of his chamber, yea and set out of the way the 
box aforesaid with the poison. Then straightwaies he 
sought for Spicillus the Sword-fencer ', or any other com- 
mon hacketer he cared not who, by whose hand he might 
receive his deaths wound. But finding none, ' Well," quoth 
he, 'and have I neither a friend nor a foe?' And so he 
ninnes forth, as if he wouEd have throwne himselfe headlong 
into Tiberis. 

I 

. But having reclaimed once againe that violent moode,hee 
desired some more secret retyring place, wherein he might 
lurke a while and recall lus wits together. And when 
Phaon his freed man made offer unto him of a Farnie house 
of his, that he had by the Citie side, about foure miles ofT, 
betweene the high-waies Salaria and Numentana, hare footed 
as hce was and in his shirty hee cast over it a cloake all 
sullied and which had lost the colour. And so covering 
his head, and holding an hand kercheife before his face, to 
horseback hee went, having not above foure persons in his 
companie, of which Sporus made one^. And being by and 
by affrighted with an Earthquake and lightning that flashed 
E^ainst his face, he heard withall, as an out-crie and showt 
(irom the Campe hard-by), of the Souldiours ossing all mis- 
cbicfe at him and all good unto Galba : yea, and one of 
the passengers that he met, saying. These be they that 
pursue Nero, as also another asking. What newea in Rome 
of Nero ? Now by occasion that his horse under him sent- 
ing a dead carkasse that was throwne out in the way, started 
and flung at on side, his face was discovered, and himselfe 
knowne of one Missicius a Pretorian Souldiour, who saluted 
him by his name. When they were come to the next Lane, 
turning out of the Rodeway, their horses they forsooke and 
turned them up : and so among thickets of shrubs, rough 
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bushes and briers, with much a-doe through a. narrow path 
within a reed plot, and not without clothes ^ spread under 
foote, he gat at lengtli as farre as to the wall of the Country 
house above said over and against liim. There, when the 
said t'haon perswaded hitn to bestow hJmselfe the meane 
while, within a pit, from whence sand bad beene cast forth, 
'Nay,' quoth he, 'I will never goe quick underground*': and 
so, after he had staied a little (while there was a secret way 
a making to let him into the fenne house), he laded up water 
with his owne hand out of a ditch under him, minaing to 
drink: 'and this,' qnoth he, 'is Neroes decocted^ water,' After 
this, because his cloake was tome among the buslies and briers 
aforesaid, he rid it from the pricky sprigs that were nuine 
through and stuck therein, and so creeping upon all foure 
through a straight and narrow hole digged in the wall for 
him, received bee was into the nest backe roome : where he 
laid him downe on a pallet made of a simple scant mattrice, 
and ail olde over-wome cloake cast over it for a coverlet. 
Now when hunger came upon hinn, and thirst with all the 
second time, the browne and course bread verily which was 
ofired unto him he refused ; but of warnie water he dranke 
m pret^ draught. 

49 

When as each one called then instantly on every side 
upon him, to deliver him selfe with all speede from the 
reproachfuU contumelies and abuses, whereto hee was hourely 
suujcct, he commauiided a grave to be made before his face, 
and gave a measure therefore according to the just propor- 
tion of his body : and therewith, if any peeces of marble 
stone might be found about the house, to be laid in order : 
that water also and wood should bee gotten together for his 
dead body to be washed anone therewith : weeping at every 
word he spake, and inserting ever and anone this pittifull 

' For fenre either of pricking his feete, ot of being heard to goe. ' Or 

iolo my g™™- ' Or sodden. Plinic repotteth, lib. 31, cap. 3 : That 

Nero derised to seetb water lirst, then within a. glasse to lei it stand in enow, 

ifbetb]! it became exceeding cold ; partly by the snow, and in pari by Ihe 

I fonnet decoction. A delicate drinke in the beale of Sommer. 
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NERO speech, Qualis artifex Pereo!^ What an excellent Artisane 
CLAt'DIUS am I ] and yet nowe must I die *. Whiles some stay waa 
C.S3AR made about these complements, Pliaons Couirier * brought 
certaiue letters which hee intercepted and snatcht out of his 
hands. And reading therein that hee had his Dome by the 
Senate, To be an Eneraie to the State : That he was laid 
for all about to be punished. More maiorum. ' More malo- 
rum!'' quoth be, 'what kinde of punishment is that?' and 
when he understoode, it implied thus much, That the man 
so condemned, should be stript all naked, his head locked * 
fast in a forke, and his body scourged with rods to death, 
he was so terrified therewith, that hee caught up two 
daggers* which hee had brought with him : and trying the 
points of them both how sharpe they were *, he put them 
up againe, making this excuse. That the fatall houre of 
his death was not yet come. And one while he exhorted 
Sporus to begin for to lament, weepe and waile: another 
while he intreated hard, That some one of them would kill 
him selfe first, and by his example helpe him to take his 
death. Sometime also he checked and blamed his owne 
timorouanesse in these wordes, ' I live shamefully ' : and m 
reproach, Ov •trpi-Trei Neptuvt, ov fpewer vrjtfxip Bel iv toZ? ] 
roiovToif aye tyeipe treavTov, i. ' It becomes not Nero ; it ] 
becomes him not. In such cases as these hee had neede to 
bee wise and sober : goe to man, plucke up thy heart and 
rouse thy selfe.' Nowe by this time approached the Horse- 
men nccre at hand, who had a warrant and precept to bring 
him alive. Which when hee perceived, after hee had with 
trembling and quaking uttered this verse. 

The trampliDg noise of horses ewifl rosoundeth in mine earea, 

he set a dagger* to his throat, whiles Epaphroditus his 
Secretarie'* lent him his hand to dispatch him. \Vhen 

' Meaning his singular skill in Musieke, for which pillie it was be should 
ever die, ' Or else. What manner of artisane am I now become, thus to 
prepare mine owne funerall? 'GrFootman. *Oiset. 'Oriupiers. 
' Aac: fro acumiiu mucretiata. ' Homer, Iliad x. spoken by Nestor. 
" Or rapier. " Or his M.istet of requests. 
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he was yet but halfe dead, a Centurion brake in upon him, NERO 

and putting his cloake upon the wound, made semblance ^^^^J^'r^ 

as if hee came to aide and succour him : unto whom he 

answered nothing but this, *Too late. And is this your 

loyaltie and allegeance ?' In which very word he yeelded up 

his breath, with his eyes staring out and set in his head, to 

the great feare and horrour of all that were present. He 

had requested of the companie which attended upon him, no 

one thing more earnestly than this, That no man might 

have his nead severed from the body, but that in any wise 

he might be burnt whole. And Icelua, a freed man of 

Galba, who not long before was delivered out of prison 

(into which he was cast' at the beginning of the first 

tumult ^) permitted so much '. 

50 
His funerals were performed with the charges of 200000 
Sesterces : his corps was caried forth (to buriall) enwrapped 
within white cloathes of Tinsel, woven with gold wire 
betweene, the very same that hee had worne upon the 
Calends of Januarie. His reliques, Ecloge and Alexandra 
his two Nources, together with Acte his Concubine bestowed 
within the monument belonging to the house of the Domitii 
his Auncestours: which is to be seene out of Mars field, 
situate upon the Knap of an hill within their Hortyards, 
In which Sepulcher his chest *, made of Porphyrite Marble, 
with an Altar (as it were) or table of white Marble of Luna 
standing upon it, was enclosed round about with a fence of 
Thasisn Marble stone. 

51 

Hee was for stature almost of complet heighth^ His 

body full of specks and freckles, and foule of skinne besides. 

The haire of his head somewhat yellow: his countenance 

and visage rather faire, than lovely and well favoured. His 

I eyes gray and somewhat with the dimmest. His neck full 

' By Nero. ' Occasioned by ihe rebcilion in Gaule and Ppajne. 

■ For he might do all in al willi Golba- See Golh. 14- ' O' Cophin. 

■ Within a lilUe of siie toote. 
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NERO and fat. Hia belly and paunch bearing out : with a paire 
CLAUDIUS of passing slender spindle shanks : but withall, he was very 
healthful!. For, being as he was so untcmperate and most 
royotously given, in 14 yeeres space, he never fell sicke but 
thrice : yet so, as hee neither forbare drinking of wine, nor 
any thing else that hee used to doe. About the trimming 
of his body and wearing of his cloathea so nice, as it was 
fihamefull : in so mucli aa hee would alwaies have the bush 
of hia head laide and platted by curies in degrees ' : but what 
time as he travailed in Achaia, hee drew it backward also 
from the crowne of his head and wore it long*. For tlie 
most part, he ware a dainty and effeminate pied garment 
called Synthesis : and with a fine Lawne neck Kercheif bound 
about his neck he went abroad in the Streetes, ungirt, un- 
trussed, and unshod. 

62 
Of all the Liberall Sciences in manner, he had a tast when 
he was but a child. But from the Studie of Philosophic 
his mother turned his miode ; telling him, It was repugnant 
to one who another day was to bee a Soveraigne : and from 
the knowledge of auncient Oratours, his Maister Seneca 
withdrew him, because hee would hold him the longer in 
admiration of himselfe. And therefore, being of his owne 
accord readily enclined to Poetry, he made verses voluntarily 
and without paine. Neither did he (as some think) set forth 
other mens Poems as his owne. There have come into mine 
hands writing tables and bookes containing verses very 
famous and well knowne abroade, written with his owne 
hand : so as a man may easily see they were not cojiied out 
of other bookes, nor yet taken from the mouth of any other 
that indited them, but plainely penned, as a man would say, 
by one that studied for thcni, and as they came in his head, 
so put them downe: so many blots and skrapings out, so 
many dashes and interlinings were in them. 

• As you may see [n Ihe coines and piclures of Olho the Emperour ; Stilnu 
callelh this suggeilum roma, lib. 3, Syhi. 'Huplyin imilation of Apollo 
(who was Intonsut, and is catled ly Homer Iheicfoie infpttixbiofl) became | 
there especiilly he professed Musick, wbeteof Apollo is Ihe Patronc 
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No small delight he had beside in painting ; and most of 
all in forging and moolding counterfaites. But above all, 
he was ravished and lifted up with popularity and praise of 
men : desirous therfore to imitate and equal them, who by 
any meanes pleased the humours and contented the minds 
of the common people. There went an opinion and speech of 
him, that after he had gained the Coronets for his musicall 
feats performed upon the stage, hee would at the nest iive 
yeares revolution, go unto the Olympicke games, and contend 
for the prise among the Champions there. For, he practised 
wrestling continually. Neither beheld he the Gymnicke 
games throughout all Greece otherwise, than sitting below 
within the Stadium', as the manner of the Judges and 
Umpires of such masteries : and if any paires * of them drew 
to farre backe out of the appointed place, to plucke them 
with his own hands into the middle againe. He had in- 
tended moreover (since he was reputed to have equalled 
Apollo in singing and matched the Sun in charioting) to 
imitate also the worthie acts of Hercules. And men say, 
there was a Lion prepared, which he, all naked, should 
either with his club brainc, or els with streight clasping 
beetweene his arraes throttle and crush to death within the 
Amphitheatre, in the sight of all the people. 
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Certainely, a little before liis ende he had openly made a 
vowe. That in case he continued stil in good and happie 
estate, represent he would likewise at the games, in his owne 
person after victory obtained, an Organist and player upon 
water instruments, upon the flute also and hautoois. yea 
' and a bagpiper, and on the last day (of the said games) an 
actor of Enterludes : what time he would daunce and gesture 
Turnus in Virgill. And some write, that Paris the actor 
was by him killed, as a concurrent that stood in his way 
and edipsed his light. 

• Or the lists. ' Or couples matched. 
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55 
A desire he had, (foolish and inconsiderate though it 
were) of Beternity and perpetuall fame. And therefore, 
abolishing the old names of many things and places, hee did 
upon them new, after his owne. The moneth Aprill also 
hee called Neroneus. He ment moreover to have named 
Rome, Neropolis *. 

56 
AJi Religions whersoever he had in contempt, unlesse it 
were that onely of the Syrian goddesse *, And yet soone 
after he despised her so farre, that hee polluted ner* with 
nrine : by occasion that he was wonderfully addicted to an 
other superstition, wherein alone hee continued and per- 
severed most constantly. For having received in free gift 
a little puppet representing a young girle, at the hands of 
a mesne commoner and obscure person*, as a remedy, 
forsooth, or defensative against al treacheries and secret 
practises : and thereupon straight waies chauncing to dis- 
cover a conspiracie, he held it for the soveraine deity above 
all, and persisted honoring and worshipping it every day 
witli 3 sacrifices. Nay he would have men beleeve, that he 
foreknew things to come by advertisement and warning 
given from her. Some few moneths before he lost his life, 
he tooke regard also of the Skill in prying into beasts 
entrailes. Which he observed in deede, but never sped well 
therewith, nor gained thereby the favour of the Gods. 



57 



He died in the two and thirtieth yeere of his age ; that 
very day of the yeere, on which in times past he had 
murdred his wife Octavia : and by his death brought so 
great joy unto the people generally, that the Commons 
wore Caps ^, and ranne sporting up and downe throughout 
the Citie. Yet there wanted not some, who a long time 

' Neroes Citly. 
• Her imaee. * I 

freedome recovered. 
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after decked his Tombe with gay flowers that the Spring PffllRO 

and Sommer doe aflburd : and who, one while brought forth CLAUDIUS 

his Images clad in robes embrodred with purple gards before 

the Rostra : otherwhile published his Edicts, as if he had 

beene yet Hving and would shortly returne to the great 

mischiefe of his enemies. Moreover, Vologesus King of the 

Parthians, when he sent hia Embassadours unto the Senate 

for to treat about the renuing of league and Alliance witli 

them, requested this also very earnestly, That the Memoriall 

of Nero might be still solemnized. To conclude, when 

twenty yeeres after his decease {whiles I my selfe was but 

a young man) one arose among them (no man knew from 

whence, nor of what condition) who gave it out. That bee 

was Nero, (so gracious was his name aniong the Parthians,) 

he was mightily upheld and maintained, yea and hardly 

delivered up againe '. 

' Nimelf , lo Catphuroius Asprenas, to be executed for a lying counterfeit. 
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THE HISTORIE OF 
SERVIUS SULPITIUS GALBA 




1 

tIHE Progenie' of the Ciesars ended inl 
Nero. Which, that it would so come to" 
passe, appeared verily by many signes, 
but by two of all other most evident. 
As Livia in times past immediatly after 

E4^^} S'^^N ^^^ mariage with Augustus, went to see 
JSm^^^^^ij^ ^ ^ Manoour house and land of her owne 
^^S^^^^^^t jjj (^[jg Veientanc Territorie, it fortuned 
that an Eagle soaring over her head let fall into her lap a 
white hen, holding in her bill a Lawrell branch even as she 
had caught it up. And thinking it good to have both the 
foule kept, and the said branch set in the ground : behold 
there came of the one such a goodly broooe of chickens ', 
tliat even at this day the very house aforesaid is called 
Jd Gallinas : and sprung of the other so faire a row of Bay 
trees, that all the Ctesars when they were to ride in triumph 
gathered from thence their Laurell guirlands ^. And as the 
manner was, that when any of them tryumphed, they should 
pricke downe straight waies others in the same place : so it 
was observed likewise, that a little before the death of every 
one the tree by him planted, did mislike and die. In the 
last yeere therefore of Nero, not onely the whole grove of 
bay trees withered to the very roote, but all the hens there 
died every one. And anone after the temple of the Ccesan 
being strucken with lightning, the heads withall of their 

I Or line. - Which piaved white, as also the whole breed of them. Dio, 
' And blanches which they held io their hands. Plin. 
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Statues fell tlowne all at once, and the Scepter of Augustus SERVIU8 
was shaken out of his hands >. ^ gSJa ^ 



After Nero succeeded Galba, in no degi'ce allied unto the 
house of the Cesars ; but without all question a right noble 
gentleman of a great and auncient race*: as who in the 
titles and Inscriptions over his owne Statues wrote himselfe 
alwaies the Nephew* once remooved of Q. Catulus Capi- 
tolinus: and being once Emperour did set up also in his 
Haule * the Lineall processe and race of his house, wherein 
he deriveth his descent by the father side, from Jupiter, and 
by his mother from Pasipha?, the wife of King Minos. 



To prosecute the Images and Laudatorie testimonials 
belonging to the whole stocke and linage in generall were 
along peece of worke: those oncl j of his own family wil 
I briefly touch. The first of all the Sulpitii, why, and 
whempon he bare the surname of Galba, there is some 
doubtl'ujl question. Some thinke it came by occasion of a 
Towne in Spaine, which after it had beene a long time in 
vaine assaulted, bee at length set on fire with burning 
brands besmeered all over witJi Galbanum ^ : others, for that 
in a long sickenesse which hee had, hee used continually 
Galbeum, that is to say, a cure with remedies enwrapped 
within wooll": some againe because hee seemed to be very 
fat, and such a one, the French doth name Galba: or con- 
trariwise, in regard that he was as slender, as are those 
creatures (or wormes)' which breede in the trees called 
Esculi, and be named Galbw. This familie one Servius 
Galba who had beene Consul, and in his time most eloquent, 
ennobled first, and made rcnowmed, who by report, rulinge 

' Plin. sailh the very same. ' Or pclieree, " Fronepvtcm. * Or 
Court yard. ' A giimme or hardened juice yssuing out of the ioo(e (when 
it is wounded) of a plant called Ferula. ' Like unto those round roU which 
women in stead of farthingales use under their clothes beneath the wast called 
in Latine Galtici. ' Resembling magols. 
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the province of Spaitlc aa Prsetour, having treacherously' 
put to sworde 30000* Lu&itanes, was the cause of the Viria- 
tine^ warre. His Nephew being maliciously bent against 
Julius Caesar {whose Lieuetenant he had bin in Gaule) for a 
repulse that he touke in suing to be Consul, joyned in the 
conspiracy with Cassius and Brutus : for which condemnefl 
he was by the law Psedia. From this man descended 
immediately the Grandsire and father of this Galba the 
Emperour. His Grandfather for his booke and learning wa» 
more famous, then for any dignity in common weale that 
ever he attained unto. For, ne arose no higher, than to 
the degree of a Prsetour : but many histories he wrote, and 
those not slightly nor negligently composed. His father 
bare the honourable office of Consul : a man very low of 
stature and withall crowchbacked : and having but a meane 
gift in Oratory yet used he to plead causes industriously. 
Two wives he had, Mummia Achaica the neipce of Catulus, 
and once remooved of Lucius Mummius, who rased and 
destroyed Corinth: likewise Livia Ocellina, an exceeding 
welthy Ladic and a beautiful. Of whom for his noble hloud 
sake, it is thought he was woed ■ : yea, and somewhat the 
more hotely, after that, (upon her importunate suite) hee 
stript himselfe once out of his clothes in a secret place before 
her, and revealed the imperfection of his bodie, because he 
would not seeme to deceive her, for want of knowledge. By 
Achaica, he had isscw Caius and Servius. Of whome, Caius 
the elder, having wasted his estate and spent all, left the 
City of Rome, and was by Tiberius prohibited to put in his 
lot for to be chosen Proconsull in his yeere * : whereupon 
voluntarilie he killed himselfe. 



4 



To come now unto Servius Galba the Emiwrour, borne he 
was when M. Valerius Messalla, and Cn. Lentulus were 
Consuls, the ninth day before the Calends of Januarie, in a 

' Ferfidia according lo M. Tuliius in Brute. Some cipound it otherwise, 
namelie for their treachery. Ljvjus. 
' Of Viriattis Ihe Captaine thereof. * 
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country house situate under ^ a little liill neere unto Terra- 
cina, on the left hand as men goe to Fundie. Being 
adopted by his stepmother ^ he assumed the name of Livius, 
and the surname Ocella^ changing his fore name with all. 
For, afterwards even unto the time of his Empire, he was 
forenamed Lucius in steed of Servius. It is for certain 
knowne, that Augustus (what time as little Galba among 
other boyes like himselfe saluted him,) tooke him by his 
pretie cheeke* and said, Kal trii reKvofi t^? upx^'^ Vt*^" 
irapofevai}, i. 'And thou also my child shall have a tast one 
day of our soveraine rule." Tiberius likewise, when hee had 
knowledge once that hee* should bee Emperour, but not 
before old age, ' Go to,' quoth he, ' let him live a Gods name, 
seeing it is nothing to us." Also as his Grand-father was 
sacrificing for the expiation of an adverse flash of light- 
ning", (what time an Mg\e caught out of his hands the 
inwards of the beasts, caried them away, and bestowed them 
in an Oke bearing raast^) answere was given unto him by 
the Soothsayers out of their learning, that thereby was 
portended and foreshewed unto his house, soveraine govern- 
ment : but it would be late first. Then he againe, by way 
oflrrision,' Yee say very true indeed, that will be," quoth hee, 
' when a mule shall bring foorth a fole." Afterwards when 
this Galba began to rebell and aspire imto the Empire, 
nothing hartened him in this dessigne of his so much, as the 
foling of a mule. For when all men besides, abhorred this 
foule and monstrous prodigie, he alone tooke it to be most 
fortunate : calling to remembrance the fore said sacrifice and 
the speech of his grandfather. When hee had newly put on 
his virile gowne, he dreamt that fortune spake these words 
unto him, namely, how she stood before his doore all weary, 
and unlesse she were let in the sooner she should become a 
pray unto whom soever shee met. No sooner awakened he, 
and opened his Port hall doore^, but he found hard by the 
entry % a brason Image of the said goddesse about a cubit 

' Sufifiosita, or ralhef as some read, Supirpatila, i. upon. ' Livia 
Occllina. • Or Ocellaris. ' As ihe mantr was in kissing you ng children. 
* Galba. ' For some be fortunate and signilie good. ' For some bee 
fruitlcsse. * Or the outwaid Court-gate. * Or Doore.sill, 
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SERVTDS long: which hee CAried away with him in his bosome '__ 
^^PJX'.^'* Tusculum where he was wont to summer, and having con- 
secrated it in one part of his house there, worshipped the same 
from that time forward with monethly supplications, and a 
Vigill^ all night long once every yeere. And albeit he waa 
not yet come to his middle and staied age, yet retained he 
most constantly, this old manner of the Citie (which waa 
nowe wome out of use, but that it continued still in his 
house and hnage) that his freed-men and bond servants 
should duelie twice a day present themselves all together 
before him : and one by one in the morning salute him with 
a good morrowe, and in the eveninge take their leave like- J 
wise with a farewell and also good night. 



Among the libcrall Sciences he gave himselfe to the' 
studie of the (Civil) lawe. He entred also into the state (Oi 
wedloclte, but having buried his wife Lepida, and two eonnes 
that he had by her, he led aiwaies after a single life. 
Neither could he ever, by any offer or condition be perswaded 
to marriage again, no not of Dame Agrippina, who by the 
death of Domitius^ became widdow, and had by all meanes 
solicited Galba even whiles he was the husband of a wife, 
and not yet a single man, and in so much as at a great meet- 
ing of Ladies and Matrones, the mother of his wife Lepida 
shooke her uppe roundly, yea and Itnockt her well for it 
with her own fists. He honoured and affected above al 
others Livia Augusta the Empresse, through whose grace 
and favoure whiles shee lived he became mightie, and by 
whose will and testament when she was dead, he had like to 
have beene enriched. For wheras among others whom shee 
remembred in her will, he had a speciall legacie to the valew 
of 50 millians of Sesterces bequeathed unto him S; because 
the said summe was set downe in figures and cyphres 
and not written out at large, her heire Tiberius brought 
it downe unto one halfe millian * : and yet even that he 
never received. 

' Of wake. * The father of Nero. ' QuingerUits HS., lome 
qumquagUs xaXtiet, i. 5 miliians. * Ad quingettla,%z. sistcrtia. 
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Having entred upon the honourable offices of state before 
due time by law set downe: when he was Prie tour, during 
the playes and games called Floralia ', hce shewed a new 
and strange kind of sight, to wit. Elephants walking uppon 
Ropes. After that, he governed the province Aquitaine 
almost one whole yeare. Soone after he bare the ordinarie 
Consulship in his due time'^ for the space of 6 moneths. 
And it fell out so, that as himselfe therein succeeded 
Domitius the father of Nero, so Sylvius the father of Otho 
followed immediatly after him : a very presage of the event 
ensuing: whereby nee came to bee Emperour just in the 
middle betweene the sonnes of them both. Being by Caius' 
CiEsar substituted Lord generall for Getulicus, the very 
next day after he was come to the Legions, when as the 
soldiers at a solemnc shew which happened then to be 
exhibited, clapped their hands, he restrained them with 
this Prsecept", That they should keepe their hands within* 
their Clokes ^ : wherupon, this byword annon ranne rife 
through the Campe : 

Disce miles militare, 

Galba est, nan Qeluiicus. 

Lerne, Boldiers, service Valoroua" : 

Galba U here, and not Getulicus ''. 
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With semblable severitie, he inhibited all petitions for 
placards^ and pasports. The old beaten souldiers as well 
as the new and untrained, hee hardened still with continuall 
worke and labour : and having soone repressed the Bar- 
barians who by their rodes and incursions had now by this 
time broken in violently and set foote within Gaule, he quit 

' Either in honour of Floia Ihe Goddesse of Floures, or else in thuikcfull 
memoriall of a famous Ciuiesan named Flora who made the people of Rome 
ber heice and gave the Citty a great summe of mony : out of Ihe yeeiely 
increase whereof were the charges defriicd that went lo these licentious plaies, 
' Not substiluled in Ihe rowme of another deceased. ' Caligula. * Or 
under. ' Or Mandilions. ' Or Laborious. ' Licences to be absent 
I from the Camp. 
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8BRVIUS bimselfe so well and shewed such good proofe of his armie 

S^PJ'^IUS unto Caius' also then and there present in proper person as 

that among an infinite number of forces levied and assembled 

A.v.c. 794. py^ of all provinces there were none went away with greater 
testimonies of proesse nor received larger rewards tJian he 
and his regiments. Himaelfe above them all was most 
bravely beseene in this, that marching with his targuet 
before him he marshalled the gallants justing and running 
at tilt in the plaine field : and for that he ranne also by 
the Emperours chariot side, for the space of twentie miles. 
When tidings came that Caius* was murdered, and many 
pricked him forward to take the op(»rtunitie then offerea, 
hee preferred quietnesse and rest. For which cause hee 
stood in especiall favour with Claudius, and was admitted 
into the ranke of his inward friends ; a man of that worth 
and reputation as that when hee fell sodainely sicke (although 
not verie grievously), the day appointed for to set forth in 
the Brittish expedition was differred. He governed Africk 
as Proconsul two yeeres : being elected without lots drawing, 
for to settle and bring into order that Province farre out of 
frame and disquieted as wel with the civil mutinies, among 
the soldiers, as tumultuous commotions of the barbarous 
inhabitants. Which commission he discharged with great 
regard of severe discipline and execution of Justice even in 
very small matters. A soldier of his there was, who during 
the expedition above said, in a great dearth and scarci^ of 
Come, was accused to have sold a residue remaining of his 
owne allowance, to wit, a Modious" of wheat, for one 
hundred deniers* : whereuppon hee gave straight commande- 
ment, that when the said souldier began once to want food, 
no man should be so hardy as to relieve him. And so for 
hunger he pined to death. As for his civil! Jurisdiction 
and ministring justice: when there grew some question and 
debate about the proprietarie and right owner of a labouring 
beast ', and slight evidences and presumptions on both sides 
were alledged ; as simple witnesses also produced and there- 
fore hard to devine and guesse of the truth, he made this 



' Calignla. 



' CalEguIa. ' 

le hotse or mule. 
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decree, That the beast should be led hoodwinked ' unto the SERVTU9 
poolc where it was wont to be watered : and when it was ^^J*,'!?.^^ 
unhooded againe, he awarded and pronounced the said lieast 
to be his, unto whom of the owne accord he returned directly 
after he had drunke. 



GALBA 



For his brave exploits atchicved both in Africke then, 
and also in Germanie afore time, he received the honour of 
tryumphall Omamcuts and a triple Sacerdotall dignitie, 
being admitted amon^ the Quindecimvirs^; into the guild 
and confratemitie of the Titii ' : and the Colledge or societie 
of the Priests Augustales ''. And from that time unto the 
midst well neere of Neroes £mpire, he lived for the most 
part private in some retiring place out of the way : yet so 
as he never went forth any journey {were it but for exercise 
by way of Gestation*) but he tooke forth with him in a 
wagon going hard by, to the valew of a miltian of Sesterces 
in gold untill such time, as making his abode in a tonne 
called Fundi, the Rcgencie of a province in Spainc named 
Tarraconensis, was offered unto him. And it fortuned that 
when he was newly arrived and entred into that province, 
as hee sacriticed within a publikc temple, a boy among other 
Ministers holding the Censer *, sodainely had all the hoire 
of his head turned gray. Now there wanted not some who 
made this interpretation, That thereby was signified a change 
in the states, and that an old man should succeede a younge, 
even himselfe in Neroes steed. And not long after, there 
fell a Thuntherbolt * into a lake* of Cantabria: and found 
there were immediatly twelve axes : a doubtlesse tooken 
presaging Soveraine Hule. 



For 8 yeares space he governed that province variably 

' CovCTcd all over the head, ' Sacrii /aciuHdii, ox SybilliHU litris 

iMficiimiiis, i. to aveisH! saciificea and divine service or 10 peiuse the 
prophetical! books of Sibylla, They were in number 15. ' Carying 
m a light litler at diaite. ' Incence panne. ' Or dint of lightening. 
* LocuiH, al. Laatm, >. a grove. 
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and with an uneven hand. At the first, sharpe he was, 
severe, violent, and in ehasticing verily of trespasses beyond 
all measure extreamo. For he caused a Banker, for unfaith- 
ful! handling and exchang of mony to leese both liia hands, 
and to have them nailed fast unto his owne shop bourd : 



poy soiling 



his ward, whose 



a Guardian also he crueified, for 

heire he was in remainder. Now, as the partie Delinquent 
called for the benefit of law, and avouched in his plea. That 
he was a Romaine Citizen', Galba, as if he would alay his 
punishment with some comfort and honour*: commanded 
the crosse already made to be changed, and another to be 
reared far higher then the ordinarie ; and the same laid over 
with a white colour. By little and little he grew to be 
slouthfull, carelesse and Idle, because he would minister no 
matter unto Nero for to worke uppon : and for that (as ^ 
himselfe was wont to say) no man was compelled to render j 
an accoumpt of his owne Idlenesses As hee held the Judicial! 
Assises at new Carthage, he had intelligence that Gaule* 
was in a tumult. And whiles the Emba£sadour^ of Aquitaine 
besought him earnestly to send aide, the letters of Vindex 
came in the very nicke: exhorting him to frame and carie 
himselfe as the deliverer and protcctour of Mankinde, even 
to take upon him to be their generall Captaine. He, making 
no longer stay upon the point, accepted the offer, partly for 
feare and in part upon liope. For he had both found out 
the warrants of Nero sent privily unto his Agents and pro- 
curatours there, as touching his death: and also much con- 
firmed and strengthened he was, as well by most luckie 
Auspices and Osses, as by the prophosie of an honest Virgin : 
so much the ratlier, because the very same verses contain- 
ing the prophesie, the priest of Jupiter at Clunia, had 
two hundred yeares past (by warning and direction given 
him in a drearae) fetched out of an inward and secret 
vault of the Temple, delivered then likewise by a maiden 
which had the spirit of prophesie. The meaning and 
effect of which verses was, That one day there should a 

' And thetefoie not lo be cnicifieil. ' Solatia cl henere, or comroitable J 
honor ; Hen dia duo. ' Foi, ihey bee stirring spirits, that are looked ] 
into in a Stale. ' France. ' Or Licutenanl. 



TWELVE C^SARS 



^ 



(ut of Spaine the soveraine Prince, and Lord of the whole SERVTUS 
Fworld. SULPITIUS 

GALBA 
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Therefore, when he had mounted the Tribunalt, as if hee 
intended then the manumising ' of sclaves, and set before 
' him in open sight very many pourtraicts and Images of such 
as had beene condemned ana killed by Nero: whiles there 
stood also in his presence a boy of noble bloud *, whom he 
had sent for of purpose out of one of the Baleare Hands 
hard by, where he was exiled^: he bewailed the state of 
those times, Wherupon being with one accord saluted 
Emperour*, yet he professed himselfe to be the Lieutenant 
onely of the Senate and people of Rome. After this, having 
proclaimed a Cessation of Judicial pleas for the time ; out 
of the Commons verily of that Province, he enrolled both 
Legions and Auxiliaries, over and above the old armie, 
which contained on Legion, two comets of horsemen, and 
three cohorts : but out of the better sort, to wit, the 
Nobility and Gcntrie, such I meane as for wisdom and age 
went before the rest, he ordained a body of a Senat : unto 
whom men shold have recourse toucliing matters of greater 
importance, as need required. He chose forth also young 
gentlemen, for the knights degree, who continuing stil the 
wearing of (gold) Rings shold be called Evocati ^, and kept 
watch and ward insteede of (swome) Soldiers" about his 
lodging and bedchamber. Hee sent out his Edicts also in 
every Province, counselling and perswading all and some to 
joynewith him in these designemcnts: and (proportionally to 
the meanes that every one had) to helpo and promote the 
common cause. Much about the same time, in the fortifica- 
tion of a towne which he had chosen to be the Capitall seate 
of the warre, a Ring was found of Antique worke, in the 
Gemm or stone whereof was engraven the expresse resem- 
blance of victorie' together with a Trophce^: and soone after, 
a ship of Alexandrea, fraight with armour, arrived before 

' Enfraunchesing. * Some noble roans sonne of Rome. • By Nero. 
* Ot L. General. ' As if they had terred their full time, and were now 
"lUed forlh agnine by way of honour. ' Who osually wore rings of yron. 
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SKRVnrs Dertosa ', without pilot, without mariner or passenger : that 
SULPITIUS noe man might make any doubt, but that this warre was 
just, lawfull, and undertaken with the favour and approba- 
tion of the Gods, But lo, sodainely and unlooked for, all 
isht and put out of frame. One of the two 
Comets of horsemen above mentioned, as bethinking them- 
selves and repenting that they had changed their military 
oth was at the point to fall away and forsake him as hee 
approched the Campe, yea and hardly kept in their alleage- 
ance to him : certaine slaves also, whom (being prepared 
a forehand to doe him a mischiefe) hee had received as a 

E resent at the hands of a freed man of Neroes, missed but 
ttle of killing him, as he passed througli a crosse lane to 
the Baines for to bath. And surely done the deed they 
had, but that as they exhorted and incouraged one another 
not to overslip ^ the opportunitie presented, they were over 
hearde: who ueeing examined and asked, upon what occa- 
sion they spake such words, were by torture forced to con-^ 
fesse the truth. 

11 
Besides these daungers so great, tliere fel out (to heipe 
the matter well) the death of Vindex : wherewith being most 
of all amased, and like to a man utterly forlome, he went 
within a little of renouncing this world and forgoing his 
owne life. But by occasion of messengers comming with 
newes from the Citty in the verie instant, no sooner under- 
stood he that Nero was slaine, and all men in general had 
Bworne alleageance imto him, but he laide away the name 
of Lieutenant and tooke upon him the stile of Ciesar. So, 
he put himselfe on his Journey clad in his Coate armour, 
with his dagger hanging downe from about his necke just 
before his breast: neither tooke he to the use of a gown 
and long robe againe, before tliey were surprised and sup- 
pressed, who made insurrections and rose up in armes against 
him': namely, at Rome Nymphidius Sabinus Capitaine of 



4 



' Dirtosam appulil: al. Dtcursa apfulit, i 
as the wind did drive it. ° Omillerent, 

•NotwilhslandinE that upon (he dealh of Ni 



hulled down the tide: an:\ 
or amillerenl, i. to loosb J 
he wns declared Empero 
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I the Prsetorian guard: in Germanie Fonteius Capito, and SBRVTTIS 
[ in Africke Clodius Macer, ii. Lieutenants. ^^^T}T}y^ 

12 
There had a rumour beeiie raised before of liis cPUeltie 
and covetousnease both : for punishing the Citties of Spaine 
which were somewhat !>laclce in camming to side with him, 
by laying very heavy tributes and taxes upon them : some 
of them also by dismanteling and rasine their wals: like- 
wise for putting to death certaine Presidents and Procura- 
tours together with there wives and children : as also for 
melting a Coronet of gold weighing 15 pound: which the 
men of Tarracon from out of the old Temple of Jupiter 
had presented unto him: and commaundiiig that the three 
ounces which wanted of the full weight should be exacted 
and made good '. This report was both confirmed and also 
increased uppon his first entrance into Rome. For when 
he would have compelled the servitours at Sea (whom Nero 
had made of mariners and oaremen, full and lawfuil soul- 
diers) to returne againe to their former state and condition : 
when they made refusall, and besides called malapertly for 
their JEgle and other militarie ensignes: hee not onely 
sent in among them a troupe of horsemen, and so trode 
them under foote, but also executed with death every tenth 
man of them. Semblably, the Cohort of Germaiues which 
in times past had beene by the Casars ordained for the 
guard of their persons, and by many good proofes were 
found most trustie, hee dissolved : and without any availes 
and recompence for their service sent them home againe 
into their Country: pretending that they stood better 
affected unto Cn. Dolabella (neere unto whose Horthyards 
and gardens they quartered) than to him. Moreover, these 
reports also {whether truely or falsely I wote not) went 
commonly of him by way of mockerie: That when there 
was a more plentiful! supper than usual served up before 
him, he gave a great grone thereat. His Steward verily 
in ordinary^ cast up his bookes and rendred unto him a 

ng or by ihe craftyconveianceoflhc gold founder. 
)i thus, one OrdiiiBiiui bis sic ward. 
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SERVIUS breviary of all reckonings, and accoumpts. For his great 
^'t'ai r'a'^ care and serviceable diligence, hee reached unto him a dish 
of pulse ^ But when Caius the tninstrill played upon the 
Hautbois and pleased him wonderous well, hee bestowed 
liberally upon him for his labour five good Deniers^, and 
those he drew with his owne hand out of his privie purse. 

13 

At his first comming, therefore, he was not so velcom 

And that appeared at the nest solemni tie of puhlick Shewes.*l 

For when as in the Atellane ComFedies, some had begun a 

most vulgar Canticle with this verse, 

SI : VeniC, lo Simaii a villa, ele. 
St r See *, Our Simus tlmt Country clowne 
Is from his Ferine now come to towne, 
the Spectatours all at once with one accord and voice, sui 
out the rest in manner of a respond : and repeating withaL 
the said verse oft, as the fore-burden of the Song, acted (aiulfl 
with gesture) noted him. 

14 
Thus verily with farre greater favour and aucthoritie ' 
obtained hee the Empire than menaged it when he wa* i 
therein; notwithstanding, hee gave many proofes of ati 
excellent Prince : but nothing so acceptable were his good 
Acts, as those were odious and displeasant wherein he faulted 
and did amisse. Ruled he was according to the will and 
pleasure of three persons: whom dwelling as they did 
together and that within the Palatium (readie evermore 
at his elbow and in his eare), men commonly called his 
Piedagogues. These were, Titus Junius^, his Lieutenant in 
Spaine ; a man infinitely covetous : Cornelius Laco, who 
being of his Counsell and assistance was advanced by him to 
be Capitaine of the guard ; one for his arrogancie and luik- 
ishnesse* j - ■ ■ 
but a little before, 



, being 1 



1 nag', 



' As of peasen cit beanes, elc. • Or pence, 3s. id. ei. English. 

' See Tnrneb. Advsn. 5, cap. i. ' Ilu^lit 01 whist, an Interieclion of j 
tilencc ° Or Vinius. ' Sociirilin, or soUishnes. ' KnighOiood. 
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and endowed with the surname Martianus, looked now for 
to bee the Provost and Captaine of the Pretorian Gentle- 
men and Knights Degree ^. Unto these men, I say, playing 
their parts and committing outrages correspondent to their 
vices in divers kinds, hee yeelded and wholly gave himselfe 
to be abused so much, as that scarcely he was like himselfe, 
but alwaies variable: one while precise and neere, other- 
whiles as remiase and carelesse ; more, ywis, than became a 
Prince elected, and a man of these yeeres*. Some honour- 
able persons of both degrees' he condemned upon the least 
suspition, before their cause was heard. The Freedome of 
Rome Citie he seldome graunted to any. The priviledge 
and Immunitie due to those who bad three children, hee 
gave to one or two at most with much a-doe : not to them 
verily, but for a certaine time iimitted and set downe. The 
Judges making suite for to have a sixth Decurie adjoyned 
unto them, he not ouely denied flatly, but also this benefite 
of vacation graunted unto tJieni by Claudius, That they 
should not be called forth to sit in the Winter season % and 
at the beginning of the yeere, he tooke from them. 
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It was thought also, that hee purposed to determine and 

limit the Offices belonging to Senatours and Gentlemen, 

within the compassc of two yeeres : and not to bestow the 

same but upon such as were unwilling and refused to take 

them. The Liberalities and bountiful! Donations of Nero*, 

I hee tooke order by a Commission directed unto fiftie Gen- 

[ tiemen of Rome^ for to bee revoked : yea, and the same to 

I bee exacted for bis behoofe, allowing out thereof not above 

I the tenth part: with this straight condition moreover. That 

1 if Actours upon the Stage, or Wrestlers and Champions 

I otherwise, had sold any such donation given unto them 

I aforetime, the same should lie taken from the Buiers, since 

I that the parties who had sold the same had spent the money, 

' Summa aqaeslris pradus, ot lummi equcilris ordinis. ' 73. ' Gcnlle- 
lenand SenalouTS. 'Which amoumed according to Tacitus into biittviciet 
I mitUes, 1200 miltiuis. ' Tacitus saith 30. 
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SERVIDS and were not sufficient to repay it. Contrariwise, there « 
SULPITIUS not any thing, but by the nieanes of his followers, FavoriteB 
GALBA j^j,j freed men, he suffrcd either to bee purchased for money, 
or graunted freely for favour : as for example, Custome*, i 
Imposts, Immunities, Punishments of the Innocent, and | 
Impunitie of Molefactours. Moreover, when as the people I 
of Rome called upon him for Justice, and namely to have! 
Halotus and I'igellinus executed, the onely men of all the 
bloud-hounds and instmments of Nero that wrought most 
mischiefe, he saved them from daunger : and besides, ad- 
vaunced Halotus to a most honourable Procuratorship : and 1 
in the behalff of Tigcllinus rebuked the people by an Edid^S 
for their crueltie unto him. 

16 
Having heereby given offence and discontentment ^ to the \ 
States and Degrees in manner all, yet he incurred the ' 
displeasure and ill will most of the Souldiours. For, when 
his Provosts had promised and pronounced unto them, (what 
time they sware alleageance unto liim), a greater Donative 
than usually had beene given, bee would not make good and 
ratifie the same ; but eft-aoones gave it out. That his manner 
had ever beene to choose and not buy his Souldiours. And 
as, upon that occasion verily hee angred all his Souldiours 
wheresoever : so, the Pretonans and those of his guard he 
provoked moreover with feare, and netled with offring them 
indignities ; namely, by removing and displacing most of 
them one after another, as suspected persons, and the adhse- 
rents of Nymphidius, But the forces of higher Germanic 
grumbled and fumed most of all, for being defrauded of 
their rewards for service performed against the lYench and 
Vindex. They were the first therefore that durst breake out 
into open disobedience : and upon the Newyeeres day refiised 
to take an oath and binde themselves in alleageance unto any 
other than the Senate of Rome. They intended also to 
dispatch forthwith an Embassie unto the Pretorian guard, 
with these advertisements and messages from them, namely. 
That they were displeased with an Emperour i 
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\ Spaine : and therefore themselves should elect one, whom all SERVIU8 
the Armies in Generall might allow aiid approve. ^H^fyUy^ 

GALBA 
17 
No sooner heard he this newes, but supposing that hee 
was become contemptible, not so much for his olde age, as 
his childlesse estate, hee presently out of the thick throne 
and middle multitude that came to salute him, caught hold 
of Piso Frugi Licinianus, a noble young Gentleman and of 
excellent parts, one whom in times past he had made right 
great account of, and alwaies^ in his will reraembred as 
Inheritour to succeeds in his goods and name : him he now 
called Sonne, him he presented unto the Pretorian Campe, 
and there before a publick assembly, adopted. But of the 
fore-saide Donative not a word all this while, no not at that 
very time. Whereby he miniatred unto M. Salvius Otho 
better occasion and readier meanes to accomplish his enter- 
prises within sixe dales after his Adoption. 

18 
Manie prodigious sights and those presented coDtinuallie 
even from the verie first beginning, had portended unto him 
such an end as ensued. When all the way as Iiee journeyed, 
beasts were sacrificed to doe him honour in everie towne on 
both sides, it chaunced that a Bull astonied with the stroke 
of the Butchers axe, brake the bond wherewith hee stoode 
tied and ranne full upon his Chariot ; and rising up with his 
(fore) feete, all to bespreinct aiid drenched it with bloud. 
As he alight out of it, one of the guard and Pensioners about 
him, with the thrusting of the throng had like with his 
spcare to have wounded nim. As he entred also the Citie of 
Home and so passed forward up to the Palatium, hee was 
welcomed with an Earthquake, and a certaine noise resem- 
bling the lowing of a beast. But there followed after these, 
greater Prodigies still and more fcarefuU. He had selected 
and layed by it selfe out of all his Treasure, a Jewell set thick 
with pearle and prctious stones, for to beautifie and adome 
his Goddesse Fortune atTusculum. This Jewell (as if it had 
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8ERVIUS beene worthy of a more stately and sacred place), all of a 
SULPITIUS suddaine hee dedicated to Venus in the Capitoll, and the next 
night following he dreamt, that he saw Fortune making her 
moane and complaining, how shee was defrauded of the gift 
intended and meant unto her ; threatning withall, that snee 
her selfe also would take away what shee had given him. 
Now, being affrighted with this vision, when in great hast 
hee was gone apace to Tusculum, and had by breake of day 
sent certaine before of purpose to provide an expiatorie 
sacrifice for this dreame ', he found nothing there but warrne 
embers upon the altar berth, and an olde man all in blacke * 
sitting hard by, holdingin a dishofglasse. Frankincense, and 
in an earthen cup, wine*. Observed also it was, that upon the 
Kalends of Januane while hee sacrificed, his coronet fell &om 
his head. As he tooko his Auspices, the pullets flew away. 
And upon the Solemne day of the fore-said Adoption, when 
hee should make a Speech unto the Souldiours, the Camp- 
Throne* stoode not, (as the manner was) before his Tri- 
bunal! ; (such was the forgetfulnesse of his Ministers) and in 
the Senate, his Curule chaire was placed wrong, with the^ 
back toward him. 

19 
But before he was slaine, as he sacrificed that morning, 
the Southsayer oftentimes warned him to beware of daunger: 
for murderers were not farre off. And not long after hee 
tooke knowledge that Otho was possessed of the Campe*. 
And when most of those about his person jwrswaded nim 
still to make what speed hee could and goe forward thither 
(for why P by his authority and presence hee might beare 
sway and prevailc) hee resolved to doe no more but keepe 
close within house : to stand upon his guard, and to fortine 
hinisclfe with the strength of his legionarie Souldiours, in 
many and divers places quartered. Howbeit, hee nut on a 
good linen Jack"": although hee seemed to ac know leage, that 
in small steed it would stand him, against so many sword-< 
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points. But being borne in hand and seduced with rumours SERVIUS 
which the Conspiratours hod of purpose spread abroad to SULPITIUS 
traine liim out into the open street : whiles some few rashly "AUH 
affirmed. That all was dispatched : the rebels and seditious 
persons dcfaited : and the rest comming in great frequencie 
with joy and gratulation, ready to ilo him all the obsequious 
service they could : hee to meete them went forth ; and that 
with so great confidence as that unto a Souldiour who made 
his boast. He had slaine Otho, he answered, * And by whose 
warrant '' ? ' Thus advaunced he as farre as into the Market- 
place. There, the Horsemen having commission and com- 
maundetnent to kill him : when they had voided the common 
people out of the way, and put their horses forward through 
the streetes, and espied him a farre off, staled a wliile : but 
afterwards, setting spurres to aeaine, fell upon him and 
slew him outright, forsaken as he was of all liis traine 
and followers. 

20 
There be that report, how at the first uprore, hee cried 
aloud : ' What meane yee my fellow Souldiours ? I am yours, 
and yee are mine': and withall promised {to pay) the Dona- 
tive. But, many more have left in writing, that of himselfe 
he offred them his throat, and willed them (since they thought 
so good) to mind that onely which they came for, even to 
strike and spare not. A strange and wonderfuU thing it was, 
that of those who were there present not one went about to 
heipe their Emperour : and all that were sent for, rejected 
the messenger, saving onely a guidon of Germane Horsemen. 
These in regard of his fresh demerite (in that hee had ten- 
derly clierished and made much of them being sicke and 
feeble) hastned to the rescue : howbeit they came too late, 
by occasion, that beeing ignorant of the streetes and places 
they tooke a wrong way and were hindered. Killed hee was 
at the Lake Curtius *, and there left lying even as hee was ; 
imtill such time as a common Souldiour as he returned from 
foraging and providing of come, threw downe his load and 
cut his Dead off. Now, because hee could not catch hold of 
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BERVIDS the haire of his head (so bald hee was) hce hid it in his lap ; 
SULPITIUS and anone thrust his thumbe into his mouth and so brougot 
GALBA jj. ^.Q otiio- who gave it to the ScuUians, Lackies, and 
Varlets* that follow the Canipe. These sticking it upon a 
speare caried it, not without reproachfull scome all about 
the Campe setting up ever and anone this Note, ' Galba, thou 
lovely Cupid take thy time, and make use of thy fresh and 
youthful! yeeres'': provoked they were, especially to such 
malapert frumps and floutes, because some dales before there 
ranne a rife report abroad, that unto one who commended 
that visage ana person of his, as continuing still fresh, faire, 
and vigorous, he made this a 
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At their hands, a freed man of Patrobius Neroniaiius, bought ' 
the same for one hundred peeces of gold', and flung it into 
that very place '', where, before time his I'atron * by the 
commaundement of Galba, had been executed. At length 
(late though it was) his Steward Argius buried both it and 
the trunk of his body within his owne private Hortyards in . 
the way Aurelia. , 

21 
Of full stature he was : his head bald ; his eyes gray, and 
liis nose hooked : his hands and feete by reason of the gout 
growne exceeding crooked ; in so much as uneth he was able 
eitherto abide shooes on the one, or to tume over, or so much 
as hold his hookcs with the other. There was an excre- 
scence^ also of flesh in the right side of his body : and the 
same hung downward so much, as hardly it coulJ be tied up 
with a trusse *. 



A great feeder and meate-man by report, he was. For in 
Winter time hee used to eate before day light : and at supper 

' 0( waler-bearers and wood purvciers for the Souldiours. 
Cnfido, etc. ' Homer, Iliad ;, DioiDcdcs to Sthcnelus. ' 
' Or bunch. * Or swaihini; bsnd. 
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to bee sen-ed so plentifully, that the rcliques and reversion 9ERVIU8 

of the bourd being gathered together into heapes, hee com- ^'^'J'/dIi^^ 

maunded to be caried round about and diskriuuted among 

those that stoode waiting at his feete. Given he was over 

much to the unnatiirall lust of Male-kind : but such chose 

he (and none else) for his Dearlings, as were stale- thicl^skins 

and past growth. It was reported that in Spaine when Icelus 

one of Ills olde Catamites brought faim word of Neroea end, 

he not onely received him in open sight with most kinde 

kisses, but mtreated him without delay to be plucked', and 

so led him at one side out of the way. 



He died in the 73 yeere of his age, and seventh moneth of 
his Empire. The Senate as soone as lawfully they might, 
had decreed for him a Statue standing upon a Columne 
adorned with the Stemmes and beake-heads of ships 3, in 
that part of the Mercatc-steed of Rome where hee lost his 
life: but Vespasian repealed that Decree: as being thus 
conceited of him, That he had suborned and sent under 
hand out of Spalne into Jurie, certaine of purpose to 
murder him. 

' Hade HDOoth. * RtslnUa. 
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THE HISTORIE OF 
MARCUS SALVIUS OTHO 




HE Atmccstors of Otho had their begin-fl 
ning in a towne called Ferentinum ; J 
extract out of an auncient and honour- 
able family, even from the Princes of 
Hetruria. His grandfather M. Salvius 
Otho having for nis Father a Cientleman 
of Rome, and for his mother a woman 
of base condition (and whether shee was 
free-borne or no, it is uncertaine) through the favour of 
Livia Augusta, in wliose house he had his rising and growth, 
was made a Senatour, and exceeded not the degree of a 
Pretour. His Father, L, Otho, by his mothers side of right 
noble blaud descended, and thereby allied to many great 
kinreds, was so deere and in face so like unto Tiberius the 
Emperour, that most men beleeved verily, hee was his owne 
sonnc. The Honourable Offices within the Citie : the 
Proconsulship of Asia, and other extraordiuarie places of 
Conduct and Commaund, hee managed most severely. Hee 
adventured also in Illyricum to proceed so far, as to put 
certaine soldiers to death, for that in the commotion of 
Camillus upon a touch of conscience they bad killed their 
Captaines and provosts >, as authors of the revolt and 
rebellion against Claudius, and verily this execution him- 
selfe in person saw performed in the Campe even before 
the Principia ' : notwithstanding that he knew they were fop 
that service advanced to higher places by Claudius. By 
' Or his, I. Camillus. 
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which act of his as he grew in glory so hee decreased in 
favour. And yet the same he soone recovered againe, by 
detecting the perfidious plot of a. Romaine Knight, whom 
by the appeachment of his own servants he found to have 
attemptea the death of Claudius. For, both the Senate 
endowed him with an honour most rare and seldome seene, 
wit his owne statue erected in the Palatium ; and also 
Claudius when he ranged him among the Fatritians, and in 
most honourable tearmes praised him added these words 
withall, * Hee is a man, than whom I would not wish I assure 
you to have better Children of mine owne.' Of Albia 
I Terentia a right noble and gallant Lady he begat two 
gonnes, Lucius Titianus, and a younger forenamed Marcus, 
and carying the surname of his father * : a daughter also 
hee had by her, whom as yet not mariageable, he afliauced 
unto Drusus the sonne of Germanicus. 



MARCUS 
SALVIUS 
OTHt) 



I 
\ 

This Otho the Emperour, was borne the 4 day before the 
Kalends of May *, when Camillus Arruntius and Domitius 
jEnobarbus were Consuls, From the very prime of his 
youth, hee was roiotous, wild and wanton : in so much as 
nis father swindged him well and soundly for it : reported 
also to use night walking; and as he met any one either 
feeble or cupshotten or overcome with drinke, to catch hold 
of him, lay him upon a soldiers gaberdine, and so to tosse 
and hoist him up into the aire*. Aftcrwardes, uppon his 
fathers death, a certaine Libertine woman of the Court, a 
dame very gratious (because hee would make the more 
benefit by following and courting her as his mistrisse) he 
pretended love unto : albeit an old trot shee was in manner 
doting for age. By her meanes winding himselfe into the 
' favour of Nero, he easily obtained the cheife place among 
his minions and favorites (such was the congruence of their 
humours and dispositions) and as some write by mutuall 
abusing also of one anothcrs bodie against kind. But so 
mightie hee waxed and bare such a side, as that in con- 
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HARCDS siderstion of a great f>eece of money agreed upon, he 
^^rrtin^ presumed to bring into the Senate house for to give 
thaokes', a man of Consular degree, who stood condemned 
for extortion, even before hee had fully obtained his resti- 
tution *. 

3 
Being now, as he was, privie and partie to all the counsels 
and secret dessignes of Nero : he to avert all manner of 
suspicion, that very day which Nero had appointed for the 
murdering of his mother, entertained them both at supper 
with most exquisite, and the kindest welcome that might De. 
Semblably, Dame Poppwa Sabina, being as yet but the 

Earamour of Nero, whom he had newly taken from her huft* 
and^ and committed in the meane while unto himselfe 
upon trust for to keepe'*, under a colour of manage^ hee 
received : and not content herewith that he alienated her 
hart from Nero and used her body, hee loved her so entirely, 
that he could not endure Nero himselfe to be his Corrivall*. 
Certes, it is thought of a truth, that not onely the messen- 
gers who were sent to fetch her, came againe without her : 
but also that one time he kept Nero himselfe without dores 
standing there and cooling his heeles, with threates also and 

tirayers intermingled, demanding his pawne ^ which hee had 
eft with him but all in vaine. Whereupon after the said 
mariagc broken and dissolved, sent out of the way hee was 
under a pretence of an Embassage into Portugal. Which 
course was thought sufficient for feare least his proceeding to 
any sharper punishment might have told tales ^ abroad and 
marred all the play : howbeit as secretly conveicd as it 
out it came and was made knowne by this Distichon ". 

Cur Otho menlilo sit quaritU eitil honore f 

Uxorit Maxhus arjieral mm tatt. 

Eiil'd in shew of Emb«Esa^ was Otho. Aske yee, wbj? 

With liis owne wire began he had to set adulterie*. 

' For pirdon. ' Restoring lo his former siBte. ' Rufus Criipiu. 

' Untill be could put awaie Oclavia. ' So wrileth Plutaich. But TRdttu 
differelh from this Nutation. • Psrlner with him in Invc of that Mistris. 
' Fledge or gage, to wil Popccea. ' How Nero had becne excluded and 
ilml oat of doores, etc. * ij. Verses. 
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Having beene afore time in no higher place then Questour, MARCUS 
yet governed hee a province for the space of x. yeeres with SALVIUS 
singular moderation ^ and abstinence*. 



As occasion at length and opportunitie of revenge^ was 
offred, he was the first that combined with Galba in his 
attempts. At which very instant himself also conceived 
hope of the Empire : and great the same was, no doubt, 
considering the condition and state of those times, but 
greater somewhat by reason of Seleucus the Astrologers 
words : who having long before warranted him that he 
should survive Nero, was then of his owne accord come 
unlooked for, and promised againe that shortly also he 
should be Emperour. Omitting therfore no kind of ob- 
sequious offlce and ambitious popularity even to the very 
meanest: iooke how often he invited the Emperour* to 
supper, he wold deale throughout the Cohort that then 
warded, to every man a peece of gold ^ : and no lease carefull 
was he to oblige unto him one way or other, the rest of the 
soldiers. And when one of them went to law with his 
neighbour about a parcel! of ground in the skirts and con- 
fines of both their lands, he being chosen Arbitratour, 
bought the whole land for the said souldier and enfeoffed 
him in it. So as now by this time there weis scarce one, 
but both thought and said that he alone was worthy to 
Bucceede in the Empire. 



MoreoTCT be had fed himselfe with hopes to have been 
adopted by Galba, and that looked hee for daily : but after 
that Piso was preferred and htmselfe disappointed of his 
hope, he turned to plaine violence: pricked therto, over 
ana besides the discontentment of his mind, by occasion 
that be was so deepely indebted. For he stucke not to pro- 
fesse, He was not able to stand, unles.se he were Emperour : 
and it skilled not whether he were overtbrowne by his 
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enemie in the field, or fell under his crcditours hands at the'^ 
Barre. Some few daies before, he had fetch over one of 
Caesars servants in a millene of Sesterces for the obtaining of 
a Stewardship : and with the heipe of this sum of mony, 
enterprised he so great a project. At the first he cam- 
mittea the matter to 5 souldiers emploied in Espiall ^ : then 
to X. others whom they had brought forth with them, to wit 
every man twaine. To ech one of these he [layd in hand 
X. thousand sesterces *, and promised 50000 more. By these 
were the rest solicited, and those not very many : as making 
no doubt hut presuming confidently of this that a number 
besides would be ready in the very action to second it. 



He had minded once, presently after the adoption (of 
Piso) to seize their campe into his owne hands, and so to 
Bet uppon Galba as hee sat at supper in the Pallace : but 
the respective regarde hee had of the Cohort, which then 
kept watch and warde, hee checked this intent of his: for 
feare least the same should incurre the intolerable hatred of 
the world : considering, by the guard of that very Cohort, 
Cains had beene slaine before, and Nero perfidiouslie be- 
trayed afterwards. Moreover, exception was taken against 
the middle time betweene, partly upon a superstition ' that 
hee had, and in part by direction from Seleucus. Well then, 
upon a day * appointed, after warning given aforehand unto 
those that were privie to the conspjracie, for to attend him 
in the market place at the golden Milliarum ' under the 
Temple of Saturne, hee saluted Galba in the morning, and 
(as the manner was) beeing received with a kisse, was present 
also as hee sacrificed and heard the Soothsayers predictions. 
Which done, a freed man of his brought him word that the 
Architects were come (this was the watchword agreed upon 
between them) wherupon as if forsooth he were to look 
upon an house that was to be sold, he departed, gat him 
quickly away through the hacke side of the Palace, and 
hied a pace toward the place appointed. Others say, that 

^ Spemlai oritms. ' loo Amci : every Aureus being ijs. 7d. tb, 
* Scrupuluaity. ' ISJ^ '' 
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he feigned himselfe to have an ague, and willed those that MARCUS 
stood next to him to make that excuse in case he were ^™u'^^ 
asked for. Then lying hidden within a womana Licter *, he <JTHO 
hastened to the Campo : and for that the Licter bearers 
were tired and faint, bee allighted on the ground and 
beganne to rimne a foote : but by occasion that his shooes 
latchet was slacke, he stayed behinde, untill such time as 
without any further delay, he was taken up on mens 
shoulders, and by the traine and Company there present 
saluted Emperour; and so with lucky acclamations among 
drawen swords, came as farre as to the Principia^, whiles 
every one all the way hee went adhfered unto him, as if 
they had beene all nrivie and party in the conspiracy. 
There, after he had dispatched certaine away to kill both 
Galba and Piso, he to win the soldiers hearts by faire 
promises, protested before them all assembled together. 
That himselfe would have and hold no more, then just that 
which they would leave for him. 



This done, as the day drewe toward evening, he entred 
into the Senate : and briefely laying before them a reason 
of his proceeding, as if he had been caried away perforce out 
of the market place and compelled to take the Empire upon 
him (which he would administer according to the generall 
will and pleasure of them al), to the paliace he goeth. Now 
when as beside other sweet and plausible words delivered by 
such as did congratulate and flatter him, he was by the base 
common people called Nero, he gave no token at al that he 
refused it : nay rather, as some have reported, ever in his 
patents, graunts and missives which he first wrote unto cer- 
taine presidents and govemours of Provinces, he added unto 
his atile the surname of Nero, This is certen, he both 
Bu&ered his images^ and Statues* to be erected againe in 
tiieir own places : and also restored his Procuratours and 
freed men to the same offices that they had enjoyed before. 



' Or close chaire, wherein women use to be carried. 
" Which eilher were of . 
ir such solid miiiter. 



place within the Camp. 
* Commonly of brssse, iloon 
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Neither, by his impcriall prerogative and absolute power 
subscribed he any thing, before a warrant for fiftie millians 
of Sesterces * to the finisliing of (Neroes) golden house. It is 
said that the same night being affrighted in his sleepe hee 
groned very sore, and was by nis servitours that ran thick 
into the chamber found lying ou the bare floore before bis 
bed : also that he ossaied by all kind of propitiatorie sacri- 
fices and peace offrings to appease the spirit' of Galba, 
whorae hee had seenc in his sleepe, to thrust and drive him 
foorth : semblably, the morrow after as he was taking his 
Auspices^, there arose a sodaine tempest, whereupon hee 
caught a grievous fall, and oftentimes hee mumbled this 
to himselfe : 



Ti yap fiot KOI fiaxpois fiiXois- 

For, how can I (whose blast is «hort) 

With these long hnutboies fitly sort"? 



And verily about the same time, the forces and Armies in 
Gennanie' had sworne feattie and alleageance unto Vitel- 
lius, which when he understood, hee propounded unto the 
Senate, That an Embassage might be sent thither, to adver- 
tise them that there was an Emperour chosen alreadie, and 
advise them with all to peace and concord : yet, l^ enter- 
course of messengers and letters between, he made offer unto 
Vitetlius to pertake equally with him in the Empire, and 
accept of a marriage with his daughter: but when there 
was no way but one and that by open warre : seeing that 
now alreadie the Capitaines and forces which VitelJius had 
sent before, approched *, liee had good proofe what loyall and 
faithful! harts, the pretorian souldiers caried towards him, 
even to the utter ruine and destruction well neere of the 
most honourable degree of Senatours. Nowe decreed it had 
beene', that by the Sea servitours the armour^ should be 

' QuingtHlits HS. or Scstertium. ' Oi Ghost. ' By observing tlw J 
sacred Birds. ' For Fabius Valens and Aulus Cscinn weip come with s T 
power out of Germanie into Italic ' By Oiho and the Senate. * With 1 
whidi the i^tb eohoit, sent foi out of the Colonic Ostia before (o Rome, 1 
sliould be anned. 
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conveied over and sent backe (to Ostia) by shipping. And 
as the said armour was in taking foorth out of the armorie 
in the Campe, at the shutting of tbe Eveniug, some (soul- 
diers) suspecting treacherie and treason, raised a tumult and 
gave an Alarum : wherewith sodainely all of them^ without 
any certajne leader to conduct them, ranne to the Palace, 
calling hard to have the Senate ^ massacred : and when they 
had repelled some of the Tribunes who assaied to represse 
their violence, and killed other of them, all embreued in 
bloud as they were, and askinge still where the Emperour 
was, they rusned in as farre as into his banquetting rowme. 
and never rested untill they had seene him. Then set lie 
forward his expedition lustilie : and beganne with more hast 
then good speed ; without any care at all of religion and the 
will of God : as having onely stirred and taken those sacred 
shields' called Andlia^, and not bestowed them quietly 
againe in their due place (a thing in olde time held ominous 
and ever presaging ill lucke) : besides, the veir same day it 
was upon which the priest and ministers* o/^(CybeIe) the 
mother of the Gods, beginne to lament, weepe and waile : to 
conclude, when all signes and tokens, were as crosae as possibly 
they might he. For not onely in the beast killed for sacrifice 
unto Father Dis °, he found the Inwards propitious (whereas 
in such a sacrifice as that the contrarie had becne more 
acceptable) but also at his first setting out, staled he was by 
the inundation and swelling of the river Tiberis. At the 
twentie miles endc likewise, he found the highway choaked 
and stopped up against him with the mines of certaino 
houses fallen downc. 
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With like inconsiderate rashnes, albeit no man doubted 
but that in good poUicy, the warre ought to have beene pro- 
tracted, because the enimie was distressed as wel with famine, 

' The Pretorian nr gaurd Sonldieis. '' Who !o Ihe number of four 
score, with many Ladies wcte at aupper that night with Oiho, and by Ihe 
soiildicrs suspected to have plotted his death. ' Of Mars. * Galli. 
' The infernall God so named quasi divts, i. rich at Pluto, of Ploatose lichcs, 
because all things arise out of the cailh and fall into it againe. 
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as the streiglit wherein he was pent, yet resolved hec with all 
speed, to hazard the fortune of the lield and to trie it out by 
fight ; as one, either impatient of longer thought and pen- 
sivenesse hoping that before the comming of Vitellius most 
part of tlie businesse might be dispatched, or else because 
nee could not rule his souldiers calling so hotely upon him 
to give battaite. Yet was not he present in tnat conflict 
but stated behind at Bryxellum. And verily in three several 
skirmishes, which were not great, to wit, upon the Alpes, 
about Placentia and at Castoris', (a ])lace so called) he wan 
the victorie : but in the last battaile of all, (which was the 
greatest) he lost the day, and was by a treaclierous practise 
vanquished, namely, when upon hope of a parly pretended, 
as if the soldiers had been brought out of the Campe to treat 
of conditions of peace : eodainely and unlookod for, even as 
they saluted one another *, there was no remedie but fight it 
out they must. And straight wayes in a melancholy, he 
conceived a resolution to ma1<e him selfc away (as many are 
of opinion and not without cause) rather for shame, that be 
would not be thought to persevere in the maintenance of hiB 
soveraine dominion with so great jeopardie of the State and 
losse of men, than upon any dispaire or distrust of his forces. 
For still there remained a puissant armie whole and entier, 
which he had detained with him for tryall of better fortune: 
and another poure was comming out of Dalniatia, Pannonia 
and Mcesia, Neither verily were they discomfited, so much 
daunted and dejected, but that, for to be revenged of this 
disgrace and shamefull foile, ready they were of themselvet^ 
and alone without helpe of others, to undergoe any hard 
adventure whatsoever. 



10 



In this warre served mine own father Suetonius Lenis, 

3ualitie of a Tribune ' of the thirteenth Legion, and by 
egree a Senatour of the seconde rancke*. He was wont 

' TacLius calleth it Caslrorum, or THther Caslonim. of Caslor and Pollux. 
' By the name of CammitiloHis : in ipsa lonsalutatiotn. Some read in ipsa 
cunsuttaliiiHe, i. as Ihey were in consultation. " Oi Colonel. * Atigiati- ^ 

182 



lis I 

I 



TWELVE C^SARS 

afterwards very often to report that Otho, even when bee 
lived a private person, detested all civile warres so farre 
foorth, that as one related at the table the ende of Caasius 
and Brutus, he fell a quaking and trembling therat. Also, 
that he never would have beene Galbses concurrent, but 
that he confidently thought, the quarrell might have ended 
without warre. Well then, upon a new accident incited he 
was to the contempt of this present life, even by the ex- 
ample of a common and ordinary souldier : who reporting 
this overthrowe of the armie, when he could of no man have 
credite, but was charged one while with the lie, another 
while for his feare and cowardise (as who was run away out 
of the battaile) fell upon his owne sworde at Othoes feete. 
At which sight, hee cryed out alowd and said. That he would 
no more cast so brave men and of so good desert into 
danger. Having exhorted therefore his owne brother, his 
brothers sonne and every one of his freinds severally, to 
make what shift they could for themselves, after hee had 
embraced and kissed them ech one, he sent them all away : 
and retyring himselfe into a secret rowm, two letters he 
wrot fill of consolation to his sister, as also to Messalllna, 
Neroes widow, whom he had purposed to wed, recommend- 
ing the reliques of his bodic and his memorial]. And looke 
what Epistles soever hee had in his custody, he burnt 
them al, because they should breed no man any danger, 
lossc, or displeasure with the conquerour. And out of 
that store of treasure which hee had about him, he dealt 
monie to his domestical servi tours. 
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11 
Being now thus prepared and fully bent to die, perceiving 
by occasion of some liurliburly, which while he made delay, 
arose, that those who began to slip away and depart', were 
(by his souldiers) rebuked as trnytors and perforce detained : 
* Let us,' quoth he, 'prolong our life yet this one night.' Upon 
which words and no more, hee charged that no violence 
ijiould be offred to any ; but suffering his bedch&mber 

' /'. The Senatours. 
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(doore) to stand wide open untill it was late in the evening, 
he permitted al that wold to have accesse unto him. After 
this, having allaved his thirst with a draught of cold water 
he caught up two daggers ', and when he had tfjed how 
sharpe the points of them both were, and layed one of them 
under his pillow* ; and so the dores being fast shut he tooke 
bis rest and slept most soundly. Wakening then at last 
about day liglit and not before, with one onely thrust under 
his left pap he stabbed himselfe. And when at the first 
grone that he gave, his servants brake in, hee one while 
concealing and another while discovering the wound, yeelded 
up his vi^ll breath, and quicklye (as he had given charge 
before) was brought to his funerall fire ^ : in the yeere of his 
age 38, and the 95 day of his Empire. . 



IS ■ 

Unto so great a mind and generous courage of Otho, 
neither was his person nor habite answerable: for he was 
by report of a raeane and low stature : feeble feet he had 
besides, and as crooked shanks. As for his manner of attire, 
as fine and nice he was well neere as any woman ; his bodie 
plucked and made smooth : wearing by reason of thin haire 
a perrucke *, so fitted and fastened to his head, that no man 
there was, but would have taken it for his owne. Nay his 
very face he was wont every day to shave and besmeere all 
over with soked bread *. Which devise he tooke to at first, 
when the downe began to bud forth, because he would never 
have a beard. It ia said moreover, that many a time hee 
openlie celebrated the divine service and sacred rights of 
Isis, in a religious vestiment of linnen. Whereby, I would 
thinke it came to passe, that his death nothing at all con- 
sonant to his life was the more wondered at. Manie of his 
souldiers who were present about him, when with plentifull 
teares they had kissed his hands and feete dead as he lay, 
and commended him with all for a most valiant man, and 
. the onely Emperour that ever was, presently in the place, 
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and not farre from his funerall fire, killed themselves. Many MARCUS 
of them also, who were absent, hearing of the newes of his ^^S?® 
end, for very greife of heart ran with their weapons one at ^^"^ 
another to death. Finally most men who in his life time 
cursed and detested him, now when he was dead highly 
praised him : so as it came to be a common and rife speech 
abroad. That Galba was by him slaine, not so much for 
that he affected to be Soveraine Ruler as because he 
desired to restore the State of the Republike, and 
recover the freedome that was lost. 
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THE HISTORIE OF 
AULUS VITELLIUS 




S touching the Originall and beginnine ot I 
the Vitetlii, some write this, others that; J 
and all as contrary as may be : reportiiiK 
it partly to be auncient and noble, ana 
in part new start up and obscure, and l 
very base and beggerly. Which I would \ 
suppose to have hapned by meanes of the 4 
Hatterers and backbiters both, of Vitel- | 
lius the Emperour : but that I see there is sometime variance 
and diversity about the very condition of that family. A 
little booke there is extant of one Q. Eulogius ^ ' his making, 
written unto Q. Vitellius, Questor to Augustus Caesar of 
sacred memorie : wherein is contained thus much. That the 
Vitellii descended from Faunus K. of the Aborigines, and 
Lady Vitellia (who in many places was worshipped for a 
Goddesse) raigncd over all Latium : that the of-spring 
remaining of them, reraooved out of the Sabines Country to 
Rome, and were taken iato the ranke of the Patritii : that 
many monuments giving testimonie of this race, continued 
a long time, to wit, the high way^ Vitellia reaching from 
Janiculum ^ to the sea : likewise a Colonic of the same name, 
the defence and keeping whereof against the ^Equiculi, they 
in times past required, with the strength onely and puissance 
of their owne family : moreover, that afterwards in the time 
of the Samnites warre, when a garrison was sent into Apulia*, 

' Sxlat Q. Sulegii, eic. ' Or ttxisey. ' An hill on the other mde oCfl 
Tjbeiis, adjoyning to Rome hy a bridge. * By Ihe Romuces. 
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some of the Vitellii remained behind at Nuceria : and their 
progenie many a yeere after returned to Rome and recovered ^ 
their Senatours degree, 

2 
Contrariwise, more Authors there be, who have left upon 
record, that their Stock-father was a Libertine. Cassius 
Severus, and others as well as bee, doe write, That the same 
man was also a very Cobler ^ * ; whose sonne having gotten 
more by chaffering* at a price for the confiscate goods of 
men condemned ^ and by gaines arising of undertaking mens 
suites'', of a common naughty pack, the daughter of one 
Antiochus a Baker, begat a sonne, who proved afterwards a 
Gentleman of Rome. This dissonance of opinions I leave 
indifferent for men to beleevc which they will. But, to the 
purpose ; Publius Vitellius borne in Nuceria, (whether he 
were of that aimcient linage, or descended from base parents 
and Grandfathers) a Roraaine Gentleman duuhtlesse, and 
a Procuratour under Augustus of his affaires, left behind 
him foure sonnes, men of qualitie all and right honourable 
persons; bearing also their Fathers surname*: and distin- 
guished onely by their forenames, Aulus, Quintus, Publius 
Iand Lucius. Aulus died even when he was Consull : which \ 
dignity he had cntred upon with Domitius the Father of 1 
Nero CiEsar : a man very sumpteoua otherwise in his house I 
and much spoken of for his magnificent suppers. Quintua 
was displaced from his Senatours estate, what time as by 
the motion and perswasion of Tiberius there passed an Act : 
That such Senatours as were thought insufficient should be 
culled out and removed. Publius a Companion and De- 
pendant of Germanicus, accused and convicted Cn. Piso his 
mortall enemie^ and the man who murdred him: and 
after the honourable place of Frretour, being apprehended 
among the Complices of Sejanus Conspiracie and committed 
to the keeping of his brother^, with a penknife cut his owne 
j veines: and after that, not so much repenting that hee 



' Su/orem vittramenlarium. ° Siclionibus el cognilHiis. ' C 

I acribed and outlawed. * Which as Onuphrius saiih, was Nepos. 
I Gennanicus Qcsar. ' Aulus. 
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AULUS sought his owne death, as overcome with the eameet in- 
VITELUUS treatie of his friends about him, auftred his wounds to be 
bound up and cured; but in the same imprisonment' hee 

iA.n.c. 788. died of sicknesse. Lucius, after his Consulship being Pro- 
vost^ of Syria, with passing tine slights and cunning devises 
trained and entised forth Artabanus King of the Farthians, 
not OQely to parly with him, but also to worship and adore 
the Standard of the Kotnaine Legions. Soone after, to- 
A.ir.c 787,796, gether with Claudius the Emperour, he bare two ordtnarie 
I Soo, 803, 797. Consulates, one immediatty upon another, and the Cen- 
sureship also: likewise the charge of the whole Empire, 
whiles Claudius was absent in the expedition of Britaine^ 
he sustained : an hannlesse person ; active and industrious : 
howbeit blemished with a very bad name, for the love he 
bare unto a Libertine woman ° : whose spettle mixed with 
honey he used as a remedie* (and that not closely and sel- 
dome but every day and openly) washing therewith his 
pipes * and throat. He vras besides of a wonderfull glaver- 
ing nature and given to flatteries. He it was, that first by 
his example brought up the order to adore" CaiusCsesar^as 
a God what time as being returned out of Syria, he durst 
not come into his presence otherwiie than with his head 
covered', turning himselfe about, and then falling downe 
prostrate before iiim at his feete. And because he would 
omit no artiliciall meanes to curry favour with Claudius, 
a Prince so addicted to his wife and freed men, he made 
suit unto Measallina, as if it had beene for the greatest gift 
shee could bestow upon him, to doe him the grace that he 
might have the D'offing of her shoes : and the right foote 
pumpc " which he had drawne off, hee caried in his bosome 
continually betweene his gowne and inward clothes; yea, 
and manv times would kisse the same. The golden images 
also of Narcissus and Fallas hee reverently honoured among 
his domesticall Gods. This was a word likewise of his, 
when he did congratulate Claudius at the exhibiting of the 

' Or restraint of liberty and dufesse. ' Oc Pisesidenl. ' A Collution- 
* Aiieriai. ' Or solute after a ilevout manner. ' Caligula. ' Which 
be the reverent gestures used in worshipping the Gods. See Plin., lib. 38 
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Secular plaies^, Sirpe Jadast i. Many a time may you this ADLU8 

doe. He died of a palsey ■", the very uext day after it tooke VITELLIUS 

him : leaving behind him two soniies, whom Sextilia his 

wife a wuman for her vertue highly approved, and of no 

meane parentage descended, bare unto him. Them be saw 

both, Consuls, and that in one yeere, yea and the same 

throughout: for that the younger succeeded the elder for 

sixe moneths. When hee was departed this life, the Senate a.u.c, 768- 

f;raunted unto him the honour of a publick funerall : a statue 
ikewise before the Rostra with this Inscription, Pwtatit 
immobilis crga principem, i. ^Of constant devotion and irre- 
moveable pietie to his Prince, 



Aulus Vitellius the sonne of Lucius, and Emperour, was 
borne the eighth day before the Calends of October^: or, 
as some will have it, the seventh day before the Ides of 
September *, when Drusus Cassar and Norbanus Flaccus were 
Consuls. His Nativity* foretold hy the Astrologers, his 
parents had in such horrour, that his father endevoured 
alwaies what he could, that no Province whiles he lived 
should be committed unto him ; and his mother, what time 
he was both sent unto the Legions and saluted Lord 
Gencrall*, straight-waies lamented as if then he had beene 
undone for ever. His childhood and flower of youth hee 
spent at Caprea; among the Strumpets and Catamites that 
Tiberius kept there ; himselfe noted alwates with the sur- 
name of Spmtria ', was thought also by suffring the abuse 
of his owne body to have beene the cause of his fathers 

! rising and advauncement. 
All the time also of his age ensuing stained as he was 
with all manner of reproachable villanies, for hee caried 
a principall sway above others in the Court, growen into 
Em 



' So called, because they were solemniied but once in an bundled, or ta 
hundred and x. yeeres. ' Subaudi (A mnn). ' 24 September. • 7th 
of September. ' Oi fortune by ibc Horoscope of his Nativity, ■ Or 
1 Emperour- ' A deviser of new fashiaos and lormes of filtby uncleaoaes. 
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lAULUS familiar acquaintance witli Caius for his love to chariot 
■TELLIUS running, and with Claudius for his affection to dice-play : 
but in greater favour he was a good deale with Nero, both 
in the selfe same regards afore-said, as also for this especial! 
demerite, in that being president at the solemnity called 
Ncroneum, when Nero was desirous to strive for the prise 
among the Harpers and Musicians, but yet durst not pro- 
mise HO to do, (notwithstanding all the people called 
instantly upon him) and thereupon went out of the Theater : 
hee pretending that hee was sent Emhassadour unto him 
from the people persisting still in their earnest request^ 
had called him back, and so brought him in the end t ~ 
be entreated. 



Through the favourable indulgence therefore of three 
Emperours, being advaunced not onely to right honourable 
offices of State, but also to as high Sacerdotal! dignities, 
he managed after all these the Proconsulate of Africk, and 
executed the charge of surveying and supravising the publick 
works : but with mind and reputation both, far unlike. 
For in his Province he demeaned himselfe for two yeeres 
together with singular innocencie and integrity ; as who 
after his brother succeeded in his stead, stated there still 
in quality of his Lieutenant. But in his office within the 
Citie, he was reported to have secretly stollen away, the 
oblations, gifts and ornaments of the Temples; to have 
embecilled and chaunged some of them ; yea, and in lieu of 
gold and silver to have foisted in Tinn and Copper. 



Hee tooke to wife Petronia the daughter of one that had 
beene Consull, by whom hee had a sonne with one eye 
named Petronianus, him being by hia mother ' ordained her 
heire upon condition that he were freed once out of his 
fathers power, he manumised indoede : but soone after (as 
it was thought) killed: having charged him besides with 
parricidie, and pretending withall, that the poison which 
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was provided to worke that mischiefe, hee upon remorse of AULU9 ' 
conscience had drunke himselfe. After this, he wedded VITELUW 
Galena Fundana, whose father had beene Pretour : and of 
her body also begat children of both sexei: but the male 
child had such an impediment of stutting and stammering, 
that little better he was than dumbe and tonguelesse. 



By Galba, sent he was contrary to all expectation into the 
Low-Countries of Grermanie r furthered as it is thought by 
the voice and favour of T. Vinius a man in those dales most 
mighty ; and unto whom long before, he had been wonne by 
favourizing the faction ^ ' unto which they both were equally 
affected : but that Galba professed plainly, that none were 
lesse to be feared than those who thought of nothing but 
their victuals onely, and that his greedy appetite and 
hungry belly might bee satisfied and tilled with the plenteous 
store that the Province did yeeld. So that evident it was to 
every man, that he chose him in contempt rather, than upon 
any special! grace. This is for certaine knowne, that when 
he was to goe forth, he wanted provision for his journey by 
the way; and for the maintenance of his family was driven 
to those hard shifts and extremities, that muing up his 
wife and children (whom he left at Rome) in a little upper 
lodging^ that he rented^; and let out his owne dwelling 
house for the rest of the veere : yea, and tooke from his 
mothers eare a pearle, which he laid to gage : and all for to 
defray the charges of that voiagc. As for a number verily 
of his Creditours, who waited for him as ready to stay his 
passage : and among them, the Sinnessanes and Formians, 
whose publick imposts, tollage, and rcvenewes he had inter- 
cepted and converted to his owne use, he could not be 
rid of, but by terrifying them with an action of the case : 
serving one of them, and namely a Libertine (who very 
eagerly demaunded a debt) with processe upon an action 
of batterie, as if he had stricken him with his heele ; and 

n such. 
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AULU8 would not withdraw the suit before he had extorted from 
VITELLItIS him fiftie thousand Sesterces. In his comming toward the 
Campe, the armie maliciously bent against the Em[)erour, 
and ready to intertaino any revolt and chaunge of State:, 
willingly and with open armes received him, as a gift of the 
Gods presented unto them from heaven above ; the sonne 
of one thrice ConsuU ; a man in the vigour and strength of 
his yeeres ; of a gentle disposition besides, and of a frank 
and prodigall heart. Which opinion and perswasion, being 
of old conceived and settled in mens heads, Vitellius had 
augmented by some fresh proofes lately given of hlmselfe : 
kissing all the way as hee went along every mcane common 
Souldiour that hee met : so courteous and aJFable above all 
measure, to the very mulitiers and wayfaring passengers, in 
every Inn and baiting place, that he would in a morning 
betimes aske them one by one, whether they had yet broken 
their fast, and shew unto them even by his belching, that 
hee had beene at his breakfast already. 



Now wheu hee was entred once into the Camp, no suit 
denied he to any man ; nay, of his owne accord hee tooke off 
their marks of ignominie who stoodc in disgrace ; dispensed 
with those that were obnoxious to the Lawes for wearing poore 
and sullied garments; and forgave condemned persons their 
punishments. Whereupon, before one moneth was fully come 
and gone, without all respect either of day or time, when 
the very evening was now shooting in, suddainly by the 
Souldiours called forth he was out of his bed-chamber: and 
clad as he was in his domesticall and home apparrell, saluted 
by the name of Imperator, and caried round about the most 
frequented and populous townes', holding in his hand the 
naked sword of Julius (Dictator) of famous memorie : which 
beeing taken out of the Temple of Mars, was at the first 

Eratulation presented by one unto him. Neither returned 
e into the Pretorium ', before the dining roome was on s 1 
light fire, by occasion of the chimney there, where it first ] 
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caught. And thes verily, when all besides were amazed and 
in great perplexity upon this adverse and ominous accident; 
'Be of good cheere," quoth hee, 'it hath shined faire upon us': 
and no other speech at all made hee unto his Soiildiours. 
After this, when the armie also of the higher Province, con- 
sented now by this time with the other, (that armie I mcane 
which had revolted before from Galba and sided with the 
Senate) the surname of Germanicus generalHe offred unto 
him hee gladly accepted ; the addition of Augustus he put 
off; and the stile of Caesar hee utterly for ever refused. 



I And soone after, when newea came unto him that Galba 
was slaiae, having settled the State of Germanie, he dinded 
his forces thus : sending one part thereof before •, against 
Otho, and minding to leade the rest himsclfe. Unto the 
armie which was sent before, there hapned a fortunate and 
luckie signe: for on the right hand, all on asuddaineflew an 
Eagle toward them : and when shce had fetched a compasse 
round about the St&nderds and Ensignes, hovered soitly 
before them as they marched on the way. Contrariwise, as 
himselfe removed and set forward, the Statues on horseback, 
erected in many places for him, all at once suddainly brake 
their legges and tumbled downe: and the guirland of Law- 
rell, which most devoutly he had done about (his head) fell 
from it into a running river. Within a while after, as he 
sate judicially upon the Tribunall to minister Justice at 
Vienna*, a Cock first settled upon bis shoulder, and anone 
perched upon his very head. Upon which prodigious sights, 
ensued an event correspondent thereto. For the Empire 
which by his Lieutenants was confirmed and established unto 
him, he by himselfe was not able to hold. 

10 
Of the victorie before Bebriacum and the death of Otho, 
he heard whiles he was yet in Gaule : and without delay, 
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APLUS whosoever belonged to the Pretorian Cohorts, hee by vertue of 
VITELLIOS one edict cassed and discharged all, for the most daungerous 
precedent and example that they had given ', commaunding 
them to yeeld up their armour into the Marshals ^ hands. As 
for those hundred and twenty, wliose Supplications exhibited 
unto Otbo hee had fouad, such I meane as claimed rewards 
for their good service in killing Galba, hee gave commaunde- 
ment they should be sought out and executed every one. A 
worthy beginning I assure you, and a magnificent : such as 
might give good hope of an excellent Prince, had hee not 
menaged all matters else, according to his owne naturall 
disposition and the course of his former life, rather than 
respecting the majestic of an Emperour, For no sooner put 
he himselfe in his journey, but he rode through the midst 
of Cities in Triumphant wise : and passed along the great 
rivers in most delicate barges, gamiahed and adorned with 
Coronets of sundry sorts : faring at his table most sumptu- 
ously and served with all manner of dainty Viands : observing 
no discipline either of houshold servitour or of Souldiour: 
but turning the outrages, villanies and licentious prankes of 
them all to a jest : who, not content with their ordinary diet 
allowed and provided for them in every place where they 
came at the common charges of the State ; looke what slaves 
or Aliens it pleased them, they manumised and made free : 
but paied as many as withstoode them with whipping cheer% 
blowes, knocks, bloudie wounds oftentimes, yea and other* 
whiles with present death. When hee came into the fields' 
where the battaile " was fought : and some of his traine 
loathed and abhorred tlie putrified corruption of the dead 
bodies, he stuck not to harten and encourage them with tliis 
cursed speech : That an Enemie slaiiie had a very good smell, 
but a Citizen farre better. Howbeit to qualifie and allay the 
strong savour and sent that they cast, hee poured downe his 
throat before them all, exceeding great store of strong wine, 
and dealt the same plentifully about *, with as much vanity 
as insolent pride. When he beheld the Stone, under whit* 
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1 In betraying Galba (heir Soveraigne. 
Bcbriacam, or Betriacum. ' Some ~ ~ ' 
begin a new sentence Ihus, 
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Otho lay interred, with an Inscription ' in his memoriall : AULUS 
' Worthy was he of such a monument V quoth hee. And the VTTELLIUS 
very same dagger wherewith he had killed hiniselfe, he sent 
to Colein for to be dedicated unto Mars. Certes, upon the 
top of the Apennine Hill, bee celebrated a sacrifice, with a 
Vigil' all night long. 

[ At length hee entred the Citie with warlike sound of 
trumpet, in his coate-armour, and with a sword girt unto 
him, among Ensignes, Banners and Flags ' : his followers 
and dependants clad in militarie cassocks, and the armour of 
all his fellow Souldiours discovered in open new. Thus 
neglecting more and more from time to time, all Law of 
God and man, upon the very diaasterous day AUiensis*, he 
was enstalled in the Sacerdotall dignity of High Priest. Hee 
ordained, that the solemne assembly ^ for Election of Magi- 
strates should be held every tenth yeere, and himselfe bee 
perpetuall dictatour. And to the end that no man might 
doubt what pattenie hee chose to follow for government of 
Common-weale, calling a frequent number of the publick 
Priests about him in the middle of Mars field, hee sacrificed 
to the Spirit and ghost of Nero : and at a solemne feast 
openly put the Harper in minde singing as he did to his 
great contentment, for to say somewhat also of_2sUfiitiiw " ^ : 
and as he began to chaunt Neroes Canticles, he wastEe^ first 
that leapt for joy and clapped Ers~fiand3 wltholl. 

12 
Having in this manner begun his Empire, a great part 
thereof he admtnistred no otherwise, than according to the 
advise and pleasure of the basest Stage-plaiers and chariotiers 
that could be found : but especially of Asiaticus, a freed man 
of his owne. This Asiaticus when he was a Very youth had in 
iSqutuall hlthines with him abused his owne bodie : and after- 
'Vards lotBing that abominable sinne, runne his way. Now, 
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AULtJS finding him once at Puteoli selling of a certaine drinke made 
VITELLIUS of water and Vincger ', first lie laied him by the heeles, and 
hung a paire of fetters at his feete : but foorthwith loosened 
him ^ and intertained him as his derling againe. After which 
a second time being offended witlT liis contumacy and mala- 
pert stubbomnesse ^ : he sold him to one of these common 
fencers that went from market to market*, and by occasion 
that he was upon a time put of to the last place in a sword 
fight for to play his prises : at unwares he privily stole him 
away : and no sooner was hee gone into his province but he 
manumised him. The first day of his Empire, as he sat at 
supper, hee dubbed him knight of Rome : and gave him the 
golden Ring : notwithstanding that the very morning before, 
when all the souldiers intreated in his behalfe, he detested 
so foule a blot to disteine and discredite the worehipi 
degree ofTtnighthood, 



13 



But being given most of all to ejt^sive bellie cheere ai 
crueltie, he devided his repast into three~meales every day 
the least, and sometime into foure, to wit, Breakefast, Dinner, 
Supper and rere-banketa ^, able to beare them all very well, 
hee used to vomit so ordinarily *. Now his manner was to 
send word that hee would breake his fast with one (freind) 
dine with another, etc., and all in one day. And everie one 
of these refections, when it stood them in least, cost 40000 
Sesterces*. Hut the most notorious and memorable supper 
above all other was that, which his brother made for a wel- 
come at his first comming (to Rome) at which by report 
were served up to the Table before him, two thousand 
severall dishes of fish the most daintie and choisest that 
could be had, and seven thousand of foule. And yet, even 
this (as sumptuous as it was) himselfe surpassed at the dedi- 
cation of that platter % which forthehugecapacitie therof he 
used to call the targuet of Minerva, and alyita TloXiovyov, i. 
the sheild of the Cities protectresse ^. In this he hudlea and 

' Fenani, exycraton. ' Slatimquc solvit. " Ferecilalim ot furatitaUm, 
I. (heevciie. ' In muincc of moantbankes. ' After supper. ' JiasL J 
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blended together the livers of Giltheads"': the delicate ACLUS 
braines of Phesants and Peacockes : tbe tongues of the Birds VITELLIUS 
Phcenicopterie : the tender small guts of Sea-lampries fet as 
farre as from the Carpathian sea and the straights of Spaine, 
by his Captaines over Gallies^ And, as a man that had not 
onely a wide throat of his owne to devour much, but also as 
greedie a stomach to feede both unseasonably and also grossly 
of what ever came next band, he could not so much as at anie 
sacrifice whensoever, or in any joumy wheresoever forbeare 
but amoDge the altars snatch up by and by the flesh, the 
parched come also and meale even from the very hearth, and 
eate the same : yea and at every victualling house by the 
way side, fall to viands piping bote, yet reaking and not 
cooled one jote; and not spare so much as meats dressed the 
I day before and halfe eaten alreadie. 

r 14 

Being forward enough to put to death and punish any 
man, what cause soever was pretended : noble men, his schoole 
fellowes, and play-feeres in time past, (whom by al faire 
meanes and flattering allurements he had enticed and drawn 
to the societie as it were of the Empire with him) by sundrie 
Borts of fraud and trechery, he killed, and one above the rest 
he made away ivith poyson, which he raught unto him with 
his owne hand in a draught of cold water, that he called 
for lying in a fit of an ague. Of Usurers, takers of bonds and 
obligations ', and publicanes, who ever at any time had de- 
manded of him either at Rome debt, or by the way as he 
travailed toll and custome, hec hardly spared one. And one 
of them, whom even as he came to salute him and doe his 
dutie, he had delivered over to the executioner for to suiTcr 
death, he called straightwaies backe againc: and when all 
that were by praised him for his clemencie, he commanded 
the said partie to bee killed before his face, saying with all, 
That he would feede his eyes. At the execution of another, 
he caused two of his sonnes to beare him companie, for 
nothing in the world, but because they presumed to intreat 
* Searorum, ' Per ttauarthes at Irirxmes: Hen dio duo. ' As out 
■Scriveiuui and Auucneyes do, for other men. 
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^ULUS for their fathers life. Ther was besides a gentleman of Rome 
nXELLIUS who being haled away to take his death, cryed alowd unto 
him, ' Sir I have made you my heire,' Him he compelled to 
bring foorth the writing tables containing his last will : and 
so soone as he red therein that a freed man of the Testa^ 
tours was nominated fellow heire with him, he commanded 
both Maister and man to be killed. Certaiiie CommoDers 
also, for this onely that they had railed alowd uppon the 
faction of the watchet liverie ', he slew : being thus conceited, 
that in daring so to doe, they had him in contempt and 
hoped for a day. Yet was he to none more spitefully bent 
than to the wiseards and Astrologers '. Was any of them 

E resented and enformed against? he made no more a do, 
ut without hearing what he could say for himselfe, bereaved 
him of his life. Netled he was and exasperate against them, 
for that after an edict of his, wherein ne gave commands^ 
ment that all judiciall Astrologers should depart out of Rome 
and Italic before the first of October : presently, there waa a 
writing or libell set up in open place to this effect, that the 
Chaldeans^ made this Edict, as followeth, * Bonum J'actum^, 
etc. We give warning by these presents, unto Vitellius 
Grermontcus, that by the Calends^ of the said October, he be 
not extant* in any place wheresoever ^' Suspected also hee 
was to be consenting unto his owne mothers death, as if hee 
had straightly forbidden that any food should be ministred 
unto her lying sicke: induced thereto by one Catta', a wise 
woman, (in whom hee rested as in an Oracle) : Tliat then and 
not before, hee should sit sure in his Eniperiall Throne and 
continue very long, in case he overlived his mother. And 
others report, how his mother her selfc wery of the present 
state, and fearing what evill dayes were toward, obtained at -, 
her Bonnes hand poison, and that without any great intreatieti 

IS 
In the eight moneth of his Empire, the armies of Miesia^ 

' Of Chatiol tunners : vcitcla faUioaU. * i. Astrologers. ' Ot fifst 
day. * Or lo bee scene. ' Not in Rome and Ilaly onely, as before he 
dcDoimced unto them. ' Or by a wise woman of that country where the 
people Catti inhabit, in Getmanie. ' Masiartitn: because there wis the 
high «nd the low, 
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both the one and the other, as also at Pannonia revolted AULUS 
from bim : likewise, of the forces beyond sea, those of June VITELUUT 
and of Syria, and some of them sware alleageance unto 
Vespajdian who was present among them. To retaine there- 
fore the love and favour of all other men, he cared not wliat 
largesses he made both in publike and private, beyond all 
measure. Hee mustred also and levied souldiers within the 
City, with this covenant and faire condition ', Tliat all volun- 
taries should by vertue of his promise, have not onelie their 
discharge from service after victorie, but also the availes and 
fees due unto olde souldiers for serving out their full time. 
But afterwardes, as the enemie came hotely uppon him both 
by land and sea, on the one side he opposed his brother with 
the flecte and young untrained souldiers, together with a 
crcwe of sworde fencers ; on the other, what forces hee liad 
about Bebriacum and the Captaines there : and in everie 
place, being their discomfited in open feild or privily betrayed, 
he capitulated and covenanted with Flaviua Sabinus brother 
of Vespasian, (to give up all) reserving his owne life, and a 
100 millians of sesterces. And foorthwith upon the verie 
staires of the Palace professing openly before a frequent 
assemblie of his souldiers, how willing he was to resigne up 
that emperiall dignity which hee had received against his will, 
when they all gaine said it, hee put of the matter for that 
instant ; and but one night beetweene, even the next morning 
by breake of day, hee came downe in poore and simple array 
to the Rostra, where, with many a teare, he recited the same 
words out of a little written slcrow. Now, as the souldiers 
and people both, interrupted him a second time and exliorted 
him not to cast downe his heart, promising also with their 
utmost endeavour, and striving a vie who should do best to 
assist him, hee tooke courage againe and pluckt up his spirtta: 
so that now fearing nothing* at all hee came with a sodaine 
power and violently chased Sabinus and the rest of the 
Flavians* into the CapitoU : and there having set on fire the 
Temple of Jupiter Optimus Maximus, vanquished and slew 

' Or offer. ' Nihil iam m 
[ tllal he chased them feaiing n 
^ITtapatiaiius. 
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ATTLDS them : whiles himself beheld both the tight and the fire out 
VITELLIUS of Tiberius his house, sitting ther at meat and making 
good cheore ^. Not long after repenting what he had done, 
and laying all the fault upon others, hee called a publicke 
assembly : where hee sware and compelled all the rest to take 
the same oth, That he and they would respect nothing 
ill the world before the eomnion peace. Then looseued 
he his dagger* from his side", and raught it first to the 
Consul, then upon his refusal to the other Magistrates; 
and anon to the Senatours one after another. But when 
none of them all would receive it, hee departed, as if hee 
ment to bestow it in the Chappell of Concord, Now 
when some cryed out unto him : That himselfe was Con- 
cord, hee came backe a^iaine, and protested, that hee noti 
onely retained still the olade with him, but also aci 
the surname of Concord. 
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iceptedj^l 

o Bend^^l 

crave^^l 



Hereupon hee mooved and advised the Senate, to 
Emhassadours together with the vestall virgii 
peace, or else some longer time to consult uppon the point. 
The next morrow, as he stood expecting an answere, word 
was brought unto him by his espial), that the enemie 
approched. Immediatly therfore shutting himselfe close 
within a bearing chaire ^ accompanied with two persona 
onely, his baker and his Cooke*, secretly hee tooke his way 
to the Aventine (hill) and his fathers house : minding from 
thence to make an escape into Campania. Soone after, 
uppon a flying and headlease rumour. That peace was 
obtained, he auft'red him selfe to be brought bocke to the 
Palace. Where, finding all places solitary and abandoned : 
seeing those also to slinKe from him and slip away who were 
with him, he did about him a girdle^ full of golden peeces of 
coine ', and fled into the Porters lodge, having first tied a 

' Foe yee must ccmember how much hee was given to gourmtudbe. 

* Pugianem or rapier, a^ngcndo quia fundim potius quam cazim vu/tura/. 

* Ot licler. * That made his deinty pastry works and sweet meaCM : 
ineete grooms to accompanie such a glutton. ' Or bandelier. ' 15 
Shilling peeces and bctlei. 

soo 
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ban-dog" at the doore a 
bedding thereto. 



id set against it the bedsteed and 
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By this time had the Avantcurriers ' of the (Flavians) 
mainc amiie broken into the Palace : and meeting noe 
bodic searched as the manner is, evcrie blind corner. By 
them was hee plucked out of his lurking hole: and when 
they asked who he was, (for they knewe him not) and where, 
upon his knowledge Vitellius was, he shifted them of with 
a lie : after this, beeing once knowen, hee intreated hard 
(as if he had somewhat to deliver concerning the life and 
safetie of Vespasian) to be kept sure in the mean season, 
though it were in some prison : and desisted not imtill such 
time as having his hands pinnioned fast at his backe, an 
halter cast about his necke, and his apparell tome from his 
bodie, he was haled halfe naked into the Forum K Among 
many skornefuU indignities offrcd unto him both in deede 
and word throughout the spatious street sacra via^ from 
one end to the other, whiles they drew his head backward 
by the bush of bis haire (as condemned malefactours are 
wont to be served) and set a swordes point under bis chinne', 
and ail to the end be might shew bis face and not holde it 
down : whiles some pelted him with dung and durtie mire, 
others called him with open moutli Incendiarie '' and Patin- 
arium": and some of tne common sort twitted him also 
with faults and deformities of bis bodie : (for, of stature hee 
was beyond measure tall : a red face ho had, occasioned for 
the most part by swilling in wine, and a grand fat paunch 
besides : hee limped somewhat also by reason that one of 
his thighes was enfeebled withe the rush of a chariot against 
it, what time he served Caius' as his henxman at a Chariot 
running) and at the last upon the staires Gcmoniee with 
many a small stroke all to mangled be was and killed in 
the end : and so from thence drawne with a drag into the 
River Tiberis. 

' 0( the vaward. ' Or market place. ' Saa-a via rcachcth from the 
palace to the Forum. ' As n gag. ' Or firebrand, becanse he burnt the 
Capitoll. • Or Platler Knighl, for his gotmandiie and huge plaller afore- 
said. ' CatigDla. 
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Thus perished he with his brother and sonne togither, i 
the 57 yeere of his age. Neither falsified he their conjecture ' 
who had foretold lum, that by the prodigious sign e which 
befell unto him (as we have said) at Vienna, nothing else 
was portended, but that he should fail into the hands of 
some Frenchman '. For, dispatched he was by one Antonius 
Primus a Capitaine of the aaverse part ; who being borne at 
Tolosa, wEis in his childhood sumamed Beccus ' which in the 
French tongue signitietb a Cockes-bill. 



were extract from Gaule. 
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FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS 

AUGUSTUS 




jHE Empire standing thus a long time in 
doubtfull temies, unsctled and waDdering 
|as it were) by occasion of the rebellious 
broils and bloudy slaughter of three 



princes •, the Flavii at length tooke into 
their hands and established : a house I 
must needs say, of obscure descent and 
not able to shew any pedigree and images 
of auncestours to commend their race ; howbeit, such as the 
common weale had no cause to dislike and bee ashamed of; 
although it he well knowne that Domitian abidd condigne 
punishment for his avarice and crueltie. Titus Flavius 
Petronianus, a burgesse of the free borrough Reate, and a 
Centurion, siding in time of the civill warre, with Pompeius 
{but whether he served voluntarie or was called foorth and 
prest it is uncertaine) fledde out of the battaile^ in Phar- 
salia and went home to his house. Where afterwardes, 
having obteined his pardon and discharge from warrefare, he 
became a bailife under the Bankers and mony changers to 
gather up their monies, lliis mans sonne sumamed Sabinus, 
nothing martiall nor skilfull in featcs of armes (although 
some write, that he had becne a princifmll leader of the 
formost Cohorts : and others that whilcst he led certaine com- 
panics, hee was acquit from his militarie oth by occasion 
■ GaltuL, Otho, Vitelline. * Or, after the baltcule. Bed from him. 



THE HISTORIE OF 

FLAVIDS of sicklinesse ') came to be aPublicane ^ in Asia, and gathered 
^iw^ the custome or impost Quadragesima' for the state. And 
AUGUSTl'S ^^^^ remained eertaine Images which the Cities in that 
province erected lor him with this title and superscription, 
KoXw? reXrovTJa-avTi, i. For him that was a good and faith- 
full Publicane*. After this ho put foorth mony to usurie 
among the Helvetians, ivhere he ended his life, leaving be- 
hinde him his wife Polla Vespasia, and two children which he 
had by her. The elder of which, named Sabinus, was ad- 
vanced to the provostship of the Cittie : the younger called 
Vespasianus, attained to the dignitie Imperiall. This dame 
Folia, borne at Nursia and descended of worshipfull parent- 
age, was the daughter of Vespasius PoUio, one that had 
beene a militarie Tribune* thrice, and provost Marshal' of 
the Campe besides : and sister to a man of Senatours degree, 
and promoted to the dignitie of Pnetour. There is a place 
moreover even at this day sixe miles from Home, (as men goe 
to Spoletum from Nursia) upon the hill top, bearing the 
name of Vespasiie : where many monuments of the Vespasii 
are to be scene : a great evidence to prove the Noblenesse 
andanttcjuitieof that family. I cannot deny, that some have 
given out, how the father of that Petrojanus came out of 
the Transpadane region*, and was an undertaker by the 
great, to hire those labourers and bines which were wont 
yeerely to repaire out of Umbria into the Sabinea Countrie 
for to till their grounds: how bee planted bimselfe and stayed 
in the Towne Reate aforesaid, and there inaried a wife. 
But my selfe could never finde (make what search I could] 
r trace to lead me thereto. 



any signe q 
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Vespasian^ was borne in the Sabines territorie beyond 
Reate within a smat village named Phalacrine, the fifteenth 
day before the Calends of December ^ in the evening, when 
Q. Camerinus and Caius Poppaeus Sabinus were consuls : five 
yeeres before that Augustus departed out of this world. 

' Such be called Causani. ' Publicaiium, or Ptibkium, both lo the same 
effect. ' Or cuilomer. * Or Colonel. ' Or camp maisler. • Beyond 
Ihe river Po in respect of Rome. 'ThcEmpcrour. " I7lh ofNcnremrier. 
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His bringing up he liad under TertuUa his grandmother by FLAVIUS 
the fathers side, in the land and living that she had about VESPA- 
Cosa. Whereupon, when hee waa Eraperour hee both fre- AUt"DSTUS 
quented continually tlie place of his birth and breeding, the 
Capitall house and manour remaining still as it had beene 
in former times, nothing altered (because forsooth, his eyes 
should have no losse nor niisse of that which they were wont 
to see there) and loved also the uiemoriall of his grand- 
mother so deerely, that on all solemne and fcstivall, and 
high daies, hee continued ever drinking out of a silver pot 
that was hers and out of none other. After he had put on 
Ms virile gowne', he refused a long time the Senatours 
robe % although his brother had attained therto : neither 
could he be forced to seeke for it at last but by his owne 
mother, Shee in the end wrought perforce so much from 
him, by way of reprochful taunts more than by faire in- 
treatie or reverent authoritie : whiles, ever and anone, shee 
called him in taunting wise, his brothers huisher. He served 
as Tribune military in Thracia : and in quality of Questor had 
the government of Crete and Cyrene, provinces by lot fallen 
unto him. When he sued to be jEdile, and afterwards 
Pretour, he hardly attained to the former Offices (and not 
without some repulse) even in the sixth place : but presently 
at his first suit and with the formost being chosen Pretour, 
and upon displeasure taken, maliciously affected against the 
Senate, because he would by all maner of demerite win the 
favour of Caius the Emperor, he earnestly demanded extra- 
ordinary playes and games in honor of him for his victory 
in Germanic : and gave opinion in the Senate house, that 
to augment the punishment of certeine conspiratours (against 
him), their dead bodies should bee cast forth and left un- 
buried. Hee gave him also solemne thaukes before that 
right honorable degree, for vouchsating him the honor to be 
A guest of his at a supper. 



, Amid these occurrents, he espoused Flavia Domitilla, the 
i woman of Statilius Capclla, a Romane gentleman of 

' In IJlh yeeic of his 2ige, 
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Sabraca, and an Africano borne, committed unto him some- 
time upon trust, and enfranchised in the freedom of Lathltn ; 
but afterwards pronounced a gentlewoman bom and natural- 
ized a Citizen of Rome, in the Court of Judges delegate, 
upon claime made by ber father Flavius Liberalis borne 
at Ferentinuni, (a man that never rose higher than to be 
a Scribe' to a Questour) who vouched her freedome. By 
her he had issew, Titus, Domitianus, and Domitilla. His 
wife and daughter he overlived, and buried them whiles he 
was yet in state of a private person. After his foresaid 
wives decease, he called home againe to cohabite with him 
in his house C«:nis a freed-woman of Antonia, and her 
Secretaries whom he had fansied in former time: and 
her he kept when he was Emperour, insteede of his true 
and lawful! wife. 



Under the Emperour Claudius, bv especiall favour at- 
Narcissus, sent he was into Gcrmanie as Lieutenant of s 
legion : from thence being removed into Britaine, he fought 
thirtie battailes with the cnemie: two most mightie nations, 
and above twentie towns, togither with the Isle of Wight 
lying next to the said Britaine, he subdued, imder the coo- 
duct partly of A. Flautius Lieutenant to the consul, and in 
part of Claudius himselfe, for which worthy acts he received 
triumphall ornaments, and in short space two sacerdotal] 
dignities with a consubhip besides which he bare the two 
last moneths of the yeere. For the middle time between, 
even until he was Proconsul, he led a private life in a re- 
tyring place out of the way, for feare of Agrippina, who as 
yet bare a great stroke witii her sonne^, and hated to the 
heart all the iriends of Narcissus, although deceased. After 
this, having the province of Africk allotted unto him, bee 
governed tlie same with singular integritie, and not without 
much honor and reputation ; but that in a seditious com- 
motion at Ad rum etum, there were Rape-rootes*' flung at hts 
head. Certaine it is, that from thence he returned nothing 
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richer than he was; as who not able to keepe credit, but FLAVItTS 
groweo almost bankrupt, was driven to mortgage all his V,?^^ 
houses and lands unto his brother : and of necesaitie, for . ' 
the maintenance of his estate and dignity, went ao low as 
to make gaines by hucksters trade' pampering beastes* for 
better sale. Whereupon he was commonly named Mulio, 
t. Mulitier. It is said also that convicted he was for ex- 
torting from & young man SOO thousand sesterces, in con- 
sideration that by his meancs hee had obteiiied a Senators 
dignitie even against his owne fathers will, for which lice hod 
a sore rebuke. Whiles he travailed through j\chaia in the 
traine and inward companie of Nero, he incurred his heavic 
displeasure in the highest degree, for that whiles he was 
chaunting, either he made many starts away out of the 
place, or else slept, if he staled tnere still. And being for- 
bidden uot only to converse tn the same lodging with him, 
but also to salute him publikely with others, he withdrew 
bimselfe aside into a small cittie, and which stood out of 
the way : untill such time, as lying close there and fearing 
the worst, the govcrment of a province* with the com- 
maund of an armie was offred unto him. There had been 
spred throughout all the East parts an opinion of oldc, and 
the same setled in mens heaaes and constantly beleeved. 
That by the appointment of the destinies about such a 
time there should come out of Jury those, who were to be 
Lords of the whole World ^ : whicJi being a prophesie {as 
afterwards the event shewed) foretelling of the Romane 
Emuerour, the Jewes* drawing to themselves, rebelled ; and 
having slaine the President* there, put to flight also the 
Lieutenant generall of Syria^ (a man of consular degree) 
comming in to ayde; ana tooke from him the -Egle", To 
reprease this insurrection, because there was nccde of a 
greater armie and a valiant Captaine, yet such an one, as 
to whom A matter of so great consequence might safely be 
committed, himselfe was chosen above all others, as a man 
of approved valour and Industrie; huwbeit no way to be 

I UtaiaanitBS gttaslus. ' Which cxtendclh also lo slaves and old wares or 
thrippene. * June. ' Who tlieii looktc! Toi their Meuias and doc to 
Mill. ' Or EOTcrnour, Sabinus. * Callus. ' i. Tbc maine sundenj. 
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FLAVrus fe&red for the meannessc of his birth, linage and name. 

*^A^^t *I*^'ng therefore under his hand an addition to the former 

AUGUSTUS P""""^' °^ *"'° legions', eight eornets of horse and tenne 

cohorts^ (of foote): taking also unto him among other 

Lieutenants, his elder son^ no sooner arrived he in that 

[)rovince, but the other states* likewise next adjoyning, 
le brought into admiration of him, for reforming imme- 
diatly at his first comming the discipline of the campe, 
and giving the charge in one or two battailes with such 
resolution, as that in the assault of a castle, he caught 
a rap with a stone upon his knee, and received in bw] 
targuete some shot of arrowes. 



After Nero and Galba, whiles Otbo and Vitellius si 
for Soveraintie, hee had good hope of the Empire, concei' 
long before, by these presaging tokens (which I wil now re- 
late) : within a countrey ferme by the Citie side, belonging 
to the Flavii, there stood an olde Oke consecrated unto 
Mars, which at 3 childbirths of Vespasia sodainly did put 
forth every time a several bougli from the stock : undoubted 
signes fore-shewing the destinie and fortune of each one, 
The first was small and slender, which quickly withered 
(and therefore the girle at tliat time borne lived not one 
yeere to an end): the second grewe very stiffe and long 
withall, which pretended great felicitie: but the third, came 
to the bigncssc of a tree. Whereupon Sabinus the father 
(of Vespasian) beeing confirmed heside by the answere of 
a Southsaver^ brought word baeke (by report) unto his 
owne Motner^ that she had a Nephew borne who should 
be Cffisar^: whereat, shee did nothing else but set up a 
laughter, mervailing that her sonne should have a cractced 
braine and fall a doting now, since that his Mother had her 
wittes still whole and sound. Soone after, when Caius Csesar, 
offended and angrie with him, for that beeing ^dilc hee 

' Roraaine. ^ These comets and cohotis Eeeme lo bee Auiiliarie*. 

* Titus. * Or Provinces rather in the East part. ' One of these that _ 
ptie into bcastes bowels. ^ TerniUa the Grandmother of Ve«pi 

* Emperoiii. 
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had not beene carefull about sweeping and clensi'ng the FLAVItTS 

streetes, had commanded hee should bee all bedawbed with ,X^?S^ 
mire that the Souldiours gathered up and threw into the ^ 
lap of liis embrodred robe, some were ready to make this 
interpretation thereof, That the common weale trodden one 
day under foote and forlorne by some civill troubles, should 
fall into his protection and as it were into his bosome. As 
hee was at his dinner upon a time, a strange dog brought 
into his dining roome a mans hand and layed it under the 
boarde. Againe, as bee sate another time at supper, an 
Oxe having beene at plough and shaken of his yoke, rushed 
into the parlour where hee was at meate: and when hee 
had driven the waiters and servitours out, as if all on a 
sodaine hee had beene wearie, layed him downe along at his 
feete where hee sate, and gently put his necke under him, 
A Cypresae tree likewise in his Grand-fathers land without 
anie force of tempest plucked up by the roote and layed 
along, the very nest day following rose up againe greener 
and stronger than before. But in Achaia bee dreamed, That 
hee and his, should beginne to prosper so soone as Nero 
had a tooth drawen out of his head. Now it fortuned, that 
the morrow following, a Chirurgion that came forth into 
the court-yeard shewed unto him a tooth of Neroes newly 
drawen. In Jurie, when hee consulted with the Oracle of 
the god Carmelus'. the answere which was given, assured 
him in these tearmes, That whatsoever he thought upon 
and cast in his mindc (were it never so great) it should so 
come to passe. And one of the Noble men of that Countrey 
taken captive, named Josephus^, when hee was cast into 
prison, avouched and sayde unto him most constantly, that 
hee should shortly be set at liberty even by him, but hee 
should be Emperour first. There were moreover significant 
tokens presaging no lesse reported unto him out of the very 
Citie of Rome : and namely, that Nero in his latter dayes, 
a little before his death, was warned in a drearae to take 
the sacred Chariot of Jupiter Optimus Maximus forth of 
the Chappel where it stoode, into Vespasians house, and so 
I thence into the Cirque ^ Also, not long after, as 
' Who wrote the Jewish hislorie. - /uA in Ciraim. 
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6&lbs held the solcmne election fur his ' second Consulship, 
the statue of Julius, late Cscsar of famous memorie, turned 
of it selfe into the East ''. And at the field fought before 
Bebriacum, ere the battailes joyned, two -Egles had a con- 
flict and bickered together in all their sights: and when 
the one of them was foyled and overcome, a third came 
at the very instant from the sunne rising and chased 
Victresse away. 

6 
Yet for all this attempted he no enterprise (Dotwith- 
standing his friends and souldiours were most prest and 
forward yea and urgent upon him) before that bee was 
soUicited by the unexpected favour, of some, who as it fell 
out were both unknowen to him and also absent. Two 
thousand drawen out of the three legions of the Mtesian 
armie and sent to ayde Otho, when they were upon the 
way marching (albeit newes came unto them that nee was 
vanquished and had layed violent hands upon himselfe), 
held on their journey neverthelesse as farre as to Aquileia, 
as giving small credit to that rumour : where after they 
had by vantage of opportunities ofFred, and uncontrolled 
libertie, committed all manner of robberies and outrageous 
villanies, fearing least if they returned backe againe, they 
should answere for their misdemeanours, and abide condigne 
punishment therefore ; layed their heades togither, and con- 
sulted about the chusiug and creating of an Emperour. 
For, worse they tooke not themselves nor inferiour, eyther 
to the armie in Spaine that had set up Galba : or to the 
Pretorian bands, which had made Otho : or to the Ger- 
man ici an forces who had elected Vi tell! us, Emperours. 
Having purposed therefore and nominated of the Consular 
Lieutenants as manie, as they coulde in anie place thinke 
upon: when they misliked all the rest, taking exceptions 
against one for this cause and another for that : whiles 
some againe of that third Legion, which a little before the 
death of Nero had been translated out of Syria into Mesia, 
highly praysed and extolled Vespasian, they all accorded.- 
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thereto, and without delay, wrote his name upon their FLAVII^ 

flagges and banners. And verily, for that time this project X^^fe 

was smuddred, the companies for a while reclaimed, and all AUGUSTUS 

brought into good order. But when the sayde fact was 

once divulged : Tiberius Alexander Provost ' of ^gypt 

was the first that forced the Legions to sweare allegeanee 

unto Vespasian, upon the kalends'- of July, which ever after 

was celebrated for the first day and beginning of his Empire. 

After them, the armie in June tooke the same oath before 

Vespasian himsclfe, the fifth day before the Ides of Julie \ 

These enterprises were very much farthered, by the copie of 

a letter that went commonly through mens hands (true or 

false I wote not) of Otho now deceased, to Vespasian, charging 

and willing him now at the last cast, of all love to revenge 

his death, and wishing him withall, to relieve the distressed 

state of the Common-wealth: by a rumour also spred 

abroad. That Vitellius upon his victorie ment fully to make 

an exchange of the legions winter harbours : namely, to 

remove those that wintered in Germanie into the East 

Provinces*, as to a more secure service and ea-sier warfare. 

Moreover, among the Govemours of Provinces, Lucinius 

MucianuB, and of the Kings, Vologesus of Parthia, had 

promised, the one^ (laying downe all grudge and enmitie 

which unto that time he openly professed " upon a humour 

of simulation) the Syrian armic: and the other^ fortie 

thousand archers. 



Vespasian therefore having undertaken a civill warre, and 
sent before him his Capitaines and forces into Italie, passed 
over in the meane time to Alexandria, for to be possessed of 
the frontier streights and Avenues of ^gypt. Heere when 
he had voided all companie from him ana was entred alone 
into the Temple of Serapis, after he had, upon much pro- 
pitious favour of that god obtained, devoutly at length 
turned him selfe about, him thought bee sawe Basilides', 

' Oi Governour. ' The flisi day. 'The ii of July. * No 

iiiirvaile tbcD, if the armies there inclined to Vespasiaii. ° Mucianus. 
' Unto Vespaaian. ' K. Vologesus. 
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one who wa^ knowea tu have liad accesse uoto do man, and 
long since for the infirmitie of his sinewes', scarce able to 
AUGUSTUS ^^^ **"^ foote before another, and withall to bee absent a 
great way of'', to present unto him Vcrvaine and sacred 
herbes, guirlands also and loaves of bread (as the manner is 
in that place). And heereiipon immediately letters came 
unto him, emporting thus much, that the forces of Vitellius 
were discomfited before Cremona: reporting besides, that 
himselfe was killed at Rome. The onely thing that hee 
wanted (being as one would say, a Prince unlooked for, and 
as yet new come to the Empire) was Countenance, authoritie, 
and a kinde as it were of royall majestic. But even that 
also came on apace (by this occasion). It fortuned that a 
certaine meane commoner starke blind, another likewise 
with a feeble and lame leg, came both togither unto him as 
hee sat upon the tribunall, craving that helpe and remedie 
for their infirmities which had beene shewed unto them by 
Serapis in their dreames : ITiat hee ^ should restore the one to 
his sight, if he did but spit into his eyes : and strengthen 
the others iegge, if hee vouchsafed onely to touch it with his 
heele. Now when as hee could hardly beleeve, that the 
thing anie way would tinde successe and speede accordingly, 
and therefore durst not so much as put it to the venture : 
at the last through the perswasion of friends, openly before 
the whole assembly, hee assayed both meanes, neither missed 
hee of the effect. About the same time, at Tegea in 
Arcadia, by the Instinct and motion of Prophets, there were 
digged out of the ground in a consecrated place, raEUiufao- i 
tures and vessels of antique worke : and among the same aal 
Image, resembling for all the World Vespasian. 1 



Thus qualified as hee was and graced with so great fame, 

hee returned to Rome : and after his triumph over the 

A.u.o. 823, Jewes, hee added eight Consulships more to that which of 

824, 825, 82?, o](je hee had borne. He tooke upon him also the Censure- 

lia ^^P ' ""'^ ^^' ^^^ ^"'""^ "^ '"'* Empire esteemed nothing more 



83a. 



' The Palsey. * 80 Miles; happil)', the same whom Tacitus teporCetb to ' 
have been the Piielt of Carmelus. ' VetpusJaD. 
812 
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deare, than tirst to establish and afterwards to adorne tlie 
Common weale, brought almost to utter decay, and at the 
point to fall downe. The souidiours, some presuming boldly AUGUSTUS 
of their victories, others in griefe for their shameful! dis- ' 

grace 1 were growen to all manner of ticentiousnesse and 
audacitie. The Provinces likewise and free states, yea and 
some kingdomes, fell to discord and seditious tumults among 
them selves. And therefore of the Vitellians he both cassed 
and also chasticed very many. As for the partners with 
him in victorie : so farre was hee from allowing tliem any 
extraordinary indulgence, tliat their very due and lawfull 
rewardes hee payed not but slackeiy. And because hce 
would not let slip anie occasion of reforming militaric dis- 
cipline, when a certain gallant youth smelling hote of sweet 
balmes and perfumes came unto him, to give thanks for an 
OHice ^ obtained at his hands, after a strange countenance 
shewing his dislike of him, hee gave him also in words, a 
most bitter and grievous checke, saying, ' I would rather 
thou haddest atunke of garlicke," and so revoked his letters 
patents for the graunt. As touching the mariners and sea 
servitours, such of them as are wont to passe to and fro on 
foote, by turnes^ from Ostia and Puteoli to Rome, who 
were petitioners unto him that some certainc allowance 
might bee set downe for to finde them shoes : hee thought 
it not sufficient to sende them awaye without answere, but 
commanded that for ever after they should runne up and 
downe bctweene unshod ^ And so, from that time they 
use to doe. Achaia, Lycia, Rhodes, Bizantium and Samos, 
first diffranchised^: likewise, Thraci a, Cilici a and Comagene, 
subject untill that time to Kings, hee reduced all into the 
forme of a province. Into Cappadocia, for the continuail 
rodes and incursions that the Barbarians made, he brought 
a poure besides, of Legions, and in lieu of a Romane knight, 
he placed there for Ruler, a man who had beene Consul, 
The Citie of Rome by reason of olde skarefires and ruines 
was much blemished and disfigured. Hee permitted there- 

' In taking pail against him. ' Or chaigc. • Per vUci, some reade 
ftr vU«t, I. along 'fie townes and villages. ' Barefoote. ' Whereas 
they had been free States. 
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fore any maii to seize as his owne all vacant plots of ground, 
and to builde thereupon, in case the owners and Land-lords 
were slacke in that behalfe. Him selfe tooke upon him the 
reedifj'ing of the Capitoll, and was the first man that did 
set his hand to the ridding of the rubbish and rammell, yea 
and upon his owne neeke caried some of it awaye : three 
thousand tables of brasse also which were burnt with the 
sayd Temple, bee undertooke to make and set up againe, 
having searched and sought out from all places the pattrons 
and copies thereof ^ A most bewtifuU instrument and right 
auncient record of the whole Empire hee compiled and 
finished, wherein were contained from the first beginning 
well neere of the Citie, all actes of Senate, all deedes passed 
by the Communalty as concerning Leagues, Alliances 
priviledges granted to any whatsoever. 



Hee built also newe workes : the temple of peace, siti 
next unto the Forum: that likewise of Claudius, 
Emperour of sacred memorie, seated upon the mount Cselius, 
which verily had beene begun by Agrippina^ but almost 
from the very foundation destroyed by Nero. Item, a most 
stately Amphitheatre in the heart of the Citie, according 
as hee understood that Augustus intended such an one^ 
The two degrees * wasted by sundry massacres and disteined 
through the negligence of former times, he cleansed and 
supplyed, by a review and visitation of Senate and gentry 
both : wherein he remooved the unworthiest persons ana 
tooke in the most honest that were to Ijec found, either of 
Italians or provinciall inhabitants. And to the ende it 
might be knowne, that both the said degrees differed one 
from another not so much in libertie as in dignitie, hee pro- 
nonnced in the case of a certaine braule betweene a Senatour 
and a knight of Rome, That Senatoiirs might not be pro- 
voked first with foule language : mary to aunswere tnem 

I For in Ihem were engraven Ihe publike evidences and records, etc. 
' ClaniJius hil wife. " Ut deslinaae comptrtral Augui/um, amplissu 
' Of ScDBtours and gentlemen. 
S14 
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f with evill words agame, was but Civilitie and a matt 

[ allowed. 

10 
Suites in law depending one uppon another were growen 
in everie Court exceeding much : whiles the old Actions by 
the Interval! of Jurisdiction ', hung still undecided, and new 
quarrels arose to encrease them, occasioned by the tumultu- 
ous troubles of those times. Hee chose therefore certaine 
commissioners by lot, some by whome the goods taken and 
caried away perforce during the warrea might be restored; 
and others, who extraordinarily should determine and judge 
betweene partie and partie in Centumvirall cases*" {which 
were so many, as that the parties^ themselves, as it was 
thought, could hardly by course of nature live to see an 
end of them), and reduce them all to as small 8 number 
possibtie might be. 

n 

Wanton lust aad wastfull expense, without restraint of 
any man, had gotten a mightie head. Hee mooved the 
Senate therefore to make a decree: That, what woman 
joyned her selfe in wedlocke* unto another mans 
bondservant, should be reputed a bondwoman. Item, that 
it might not bee lawfull for Usurers to demaund any debt 
of young men whiles they were under their fathers tuition 
for mony credited out unto them : I mean, not so much as 
after their decease. In all other matters, from tiie very 
first beginning of his Empire unto the end, hee was cur- 
teous enough and full of Clemcncie. 
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12 
His former meane estate and condition, hee dissimuled not 
t at anie time : nay hee would often of himselfe professe the 
\ same and make it knowen openly ; yea and when some went 

_..s vacation during the Civil troubles. " Which pertained to the 
L Centumvirs Court : lo wit. Civile causes between private persons, as probates 
if Testaments, etc. yidi Cicer. t. de Oralorc. ' Plantifes and defend- 
* Si iunxisHt, ks Sabellicos eipouadeth il : or, at large, carnally. 
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FLAV1U8 about to fetch the originall of the Flavian Linage, from u 
VESPA- farre as the founders of Reate, and the companion of Her- 
Auriraros •'"'^^' '*'hose monument is to l>ee seene in the "ay Salaria ', 
hee mocked and laughed them to skorne for their laboum 
And so farre was he from desiring anie outward ornaments* 
in shew of the World, that upon his triumph day, being 
wearied with the slow march and tiedious traine of .the 
pompe, he could not hold but say plainely, that hee was 
well enough served and justly punished, who heeing an 
aged man had so foolishly longed for a triumph : as if for- 
sooth it had of right beene due unto his forefathers', or 
ever hoped for by himselfe *, Neither accepted he so much, 
as the tribunes authority and addition, of Paler patrUc in his 
stile, but it was long first. For hee had forlet altogethi 
the custome of searching those that came in duty to salul 
him even whiles yet the Civill warre continued. 



13 



The franke-speech * of his friendes : the figurative tearmec] 
and quips of Lawyers pleading at the barre, and the uo- 
mannerly rudonesse of Philosophers hee tooke most mildely. 
Licinius Mucianus", a man notorious for preposterous wan- 
tonnesse but (presuming confidently of his good deserts') 
not so respective of him as reverent duty would, hee could 
never finde in his heart to gird and nip againe but secretly : 
and thus farre forth onely as in complaining of him unto some 
good friend of them both to knit up all with these words for 
a conclusion, ' Yet am I a man ^' When Sahius Liberalis", 
pleading in the defence of a rich client was so bolde as to 
say, ' What is that to Csesar '", if Hipparchus be worth an 
hundred millians of Sesterces?' him selfe also commended 
and thanked him for it. Demetrius the Cynicke^' meeting 

' By which salt was biaught out of (he Sabines countiey to Rome. 
* Exirinsicu!. ' Who were but of meatic cslling, * Being three-seoie 
of age, aod tbeiefore past the ambitious desire of such glory. ' Libertatemt 
which the Greekes call Panhesian. ' His friend. ' For he was the chiefe 
helper of him to the Empire. ' Whatsoever you are : noting bim for that 
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' Noting VespasiE 



longing eye after his wealth and Iheiefore sought his 



mdemnalion. 
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him in the way after hee was come to his Soveraigne dig- PLAVTO8 

nitie ', and not deigning once to rise up nor to salute him, 31 j?E^ 

but rather barking at him 1 wote not what, he thought AUGUSTUS 
it enough to call Cur-dogge *. 

14 
Displeasures to him done, and enmities, he never caried 
in mind nor revenged. The daughter of Vitellius his enemie 
he marled Into a most noble house : he gave unto her a rich 
dowry withall, and furniture accordingly. Whenas, by 
reason that he was forbidden the Court under Nero, hee 
stood in great feare, and was to seeke what to do or whether 
to goe : one of the gentlemen huishers, whose office it was 
to admit men into the presence, in thrusting him out, had 
bidden him abirn Aforboniam ^, i. to be gone in a miscbiefe. 
When this fellow afterwards came to aske forgivenesse, he 
proceeded no further in heat of anger but to wordes onely, 
and to quite him with just as many and almost the very 
same. For, so farre was hee from working the overtbrowe 
and death of anye person, upon anye suspicion or feare con- 
ceived : that when nis friendes admonished him to beware of 
Mietius Pomposianus, because it was generally believed that 
the Astrologers bad by the horoscope of bis nativitie assured 
him to bee Emperour another day, bee advanced the same 
Metius to the Consulship, presuming and promising in the 
mans behalfe, that bee would be one day mindfull of this 
benefit and good tume of bis. 
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There is not lightly found an innocent person to have 
iene punished, l)ut when hee was absent and not ware 
thereof: or at leastwise unwilling thereto and deceived. 
With Helvidius Priscus, who onely had saluted him after 
his returne out of Syria, by his private name, plaine Ves- 

' Past dominatienem alias damnatioHcm, i. aftci be was condemned, for 
Vespasian had banished al Philosophers oul of Rome and confined this 
Demetiius to an IlaDd XIphilin, ' Ol Marhaviam, accoidii^ to which 
phrase we say, The foule ill lake thee. The Greekes Bis Choracas, i. The 
Crowes eale ihee. The Latioes in malam cnuem, i. Go hang. 
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pasian*: and being pretouriii all his Edicts and Proclama- 
tions passed him over without any honour at all, or once 
□Bjnin? him, hee was not angry and displeased, before that 
he had, with his most insolent altercations made him in 
manner contemptible and little better tlian an ordinarie 
person. Him also, notwithstanding he was first conhned 
to a place and afterwaj-ds commanded to bee killed, hee 
woula have given a great deale to have saved by all meanes 
possible : as who sent cortein of purpose to call backe the 
murderers; and saved his life hee had, but that false word 
came backe that he was dispatched alreadie. Otherwise he 
never rejoyeed in the death of any, but rather when male- 
factours were justly punished and executed hee would weepe 
and groane againe. 

16 

The onely thing for which hee might worthily bee blameo. 
was covetousnesse. For, not content with this, to have 
revived the taxes and payments omitted by Galha : to have 
laied unto them other uewe and heavie impositions: to 
have cnhaunsed also the Tributes of the provinces, yea and 
of some dupled the same : he fell openly to negotiate and 
deale in certaine trades, which, even for a private person 
were a shame to use : buying up and engrossing some com- 
modities for this purpose, onely to put the same of afler- 
wardes at an higher price. Neither made hee it straung 
to sell either honourable places unto suiters for them : or 
absolutions and pardons, to men in trouble, whether they 
were innocent or gultie it skilled not. Furthermore, it is 
verily thought that of his Procuratours, if any were greedy 
and given to extortion more than other, his manner was to 
promote such for the nonce to higher offices : to the ende, 
that when they were more enriched, hee might soone after 
condemne them. And commonly it was sayd, that those hee 
used as sponges, for that hee did wet them well when they 
were drie, and presse them hard when they were wette. 
Some write that nee was by nature most covetous, and that 
an old Neat heard upbraided him once therwith, who being 
' Not Cesar nor Augustus nor Imperator. 
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(it his handes deniud frcedome without paying for it (which FLAVIUS 
hee humblie craved of him now invested in the Empire), Y^^J^Z 
cried out with a lowd voice and said, The Wolfe might AUGUSTUS 
change his haire, but not his qualities. Contrariwise there ' 

bee againe who are of opinion, that hee was driven to spoyle, 
to pill and poll of necessitie, even for extreame want both 
in the common treasurie and also in his owne exchequer : 
whereof he gave some testimonie in the beginning imme- 
diately of his Empire, professing that there was neede of 
fortie thousand Millenes to set the State upright againe. 
Which also seemeth to sounde more neere unto the truth, 
because the monie by him ill gotten, hee used and bestowed 
passing well. To all sorts of men hee was most liberal!. 
The Estate and wealth of Sejiatours" he made up to the 
full. To decaied men that had beene Consuls, hee allowed 
for their maintenance 500 thousand Sesterces by the yeere. 
Very many Cities throughout the World by Earth quake or 
fire ruinate, hee reedified better then they were before. 
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Fine wits and cunning Artisanes hee set much store by, 
and cherished them above all othei-s. Hee was the first, 
that out of his owne coffers appointed for professed Rhetori- 
cians, as well in Latine as in Greeke, an yeerely Salarie of an 
hundred thousand Sesterces a peece. Excellent Poets, as 
also Actours * he bought up ". Semblably, upon the worke- 
man who had repaired and set up againe, the Geantlike 
Image called Colossus", hee bestowed a notable congiarie', 
and endewed him with a great stipend beside: to an En- 
giner also, who promised to bring into the CapitoU huge 
Columnes with small charges, hee gave for his devise onely 
no meane reward, and released htm his labour in perform- 
ing that worke, saying withal) by way of preface. That he 
should suffer him to feed the poore commons*. 

' Artificers, for so Livie lermeth Ludics ei hizlriones, i. slage players. 
' Ot hyrcd. ' Or reward. ' To allow ihom wages for their painefuU 
labor in such works ralhcr then to have the sapie done without them : and 
at we ay, to keep poore people at worke. 
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At those playes during 
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which the stage of Marccllui 

/as dedicated : he had brought 



Theatre newly reedified, 

into request and use againe even the otde Acroames ' *. To 
Apollinaris the Tragoodian hee gave foure hundred thousand 
sesterces. To Terpnus and Diodorus two harpers, two 
hundred thousand a peece: to some one hundred : and to 
whom hee gave least fortie thousand, over and above a great 
number of golden Coronets. Hee feasted continually; and 
for the most part by making full suppers, and those very 
plentifulP: for why? His meaning was to heipe the 
Butchers and such as solde victuals. As hee delivered foorth 
giftes unto men at the Saturnalia, so hee did to Women 
upon the Kalends of March''. Yet verely for all this, 
coulde liee not avoide the infamous name of his former 
avarice. The men of Alexandria termed him still Cybio- 
sastes after the surname of one of their Kings, given to 
most base and beggerly gayne. And even at his very 
funerals, Favor the Arch-counterfaict representing his 
person, and imitating (as the manner is) his deeds and 
wordes whiles hee lived, when hee asked the Procuratoura 
openly, what the charges might bee of his fimerall and thi 
porapc thereto belonging, no sooner heorde that it woul 
arise to tenne Millenes of Sesterces, but hee cried, 'Gii 
mee one hundred thousand, and make no more adoe 
throw mee into Tiber.'' 
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Of a middle stature hee was : well set : bis limmes comi 
and strongly made : with a countenance as if he streini 
hard for a stoole. Whereupon one of these plaisants came 
out with a pretie conceit. For when Vespasian seemed to 
request the fellow for to breakc a jest upon him also, as 
well as upon others, ' That I will,' quoth he, ' if you had done 
your businesse once upon the seege.' His health hee had, 
no man better ; although for the preservation thereof hee 



ould^^_ 



' Eaie delights, as Players, Musicians, etc. 
iperlaliC. 
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did no more, but rub his owne chawes and other parts of the FLAVIDS 
bodie to a certeinc just number within the SpkcEiUterium"'^: YP^J^Z 
and withall, moncthly interpose abstinence from all foode AnnuSTUS 
one whole day ^. 

SO 
This course and order of life for the most part he held. 
Whiles hee was Emperour he waked alwayes very earl^, and 
late in the night ^. Then, having red through all missives, 
and the Breviaries of everie office, hee admitted his friends : 
and whiles hee was saluted, he both put on his own shooes, 
and also apparailled and made himselfe ready. After 
dispatch of all occurrent businesses, hee tooke himselfe to 
eestation ', and so to rest ; having one of his Concubines 
lying by his side : of whom hee had appointed a great 
number in steedc of Csenis deccassed. From his privie 
closet*, hee passed into his Baine and so to his refection 
roume. Neyther was he, by report, at any time fuller of 
humanitie, or redier to doe a pleasure. And such ^^por- 
tunities of time as these, his domesticatl servants waited for 
especially, to preferre their petitions in. 

21 
At his suppers, and otherwise at all times with his friends 
^ being most pleasant and courteous * *, bee disjiatched many 
matters by way of mirth. For given exceedingly hee was to 
skofFs, and those so skarrile and filthy, that he could not so 
much as forbeare words of ribaudric'*. And yet there bee 
many right pleasant conceited jests of his extant. Among 
which this also goes for one. Being advertised by Menstrius 
Florus, a man of Consuls degree, to pronounce Plaiutra', 
rather than Phstra, hee saluted him the next morrow by 

' A round place of exercise belonging to Ihe baJnes. Some would have il 
to be a tennis court. ' NitiuaJI, i. 24 hourEs. * Or arose hefott ikj, 
A noctt vigilabal. SextoE Auielius writetb of him that he watched h1 night. 
Plioie also saith Noctt uli lelitum: ul diirum actus luxti/ius, a nocliirnot 
ditius traiicerel. * A Secrete, or rcliriDg place. ■ Et lemftr aiiat Cum 
umicis, etc. Others read, tt suptr alias CirmmunissiMus, i. and whiles he 
plaied at hamrd, etc ' A word in Latine that signifieth Cartes or 
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the name of Flaurus'", Having yeeldctl at length to a 
certaine woman enamoured of him. and readie as it were to 
AUGUSTUS ^y^ ^°^ pure love, when she was hrought to his bed^, and 
had given him fortie thousand sesterces for Ijnng with her'. 
his Steward comes to put him in miude in what manner and 
forme hee would have this summc of money to bee setdowne 
in his booke of accompts *. ' Marie thus,' quoth he, ' Vapa- ■ 
nano adamato,' i. Item, given to VeBpa^ian beloved''. 

Hee used Greeke Verses also in good season and aptly 
applyed : as namely of a certaine fellow, tall and high of 
stature, but shrewde and testie withall% in this n 

Moxpa /3i|8at Kpaiaau BoXiX""'''""' 'yX°' 

and especially of Ccrylus, his freed-man: upon whom, foj 
that being exceeding rich, yet to avoyde a payment sorne*^ 
time to his Exchequer, bee began to give it out that hMfl 
was free borne, and so changed his name and called himseUfi] 
Laches, Vespasian played in these tearmes : 

al0ti (fi imapf^s '^P'l'ni t^pi'^fc. 

O Inches, Laches, wert thou once dead in grave : 

Thine olde uanie CeryluE, agaiue thou shall have. 

Howbeit, most of all hee affected a kinde of dicacitie in li 
unseemely gayne and filthy lucre : to the end, that by s 
akoHing cavill, hee might put by and doe awaie the envie 
of the thing, turning all to merrie jests. A Minister and 
servitour about him, whom hee loved deerely, made suite 
in the behalfe of one as his brother, for a Stewardship. 
When hee had put him off to a farther day, hee called unto 
him the partie himselfe, that made meanes for the thing: 
and having exacted^ so much monie at his hands, as hee 
had agreed for with the Mediatour aforeaayd, without more 
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" Qnadraginla Ststeriia, i 

To wit, in the page of reccKs, J 
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delay, he ordained him Stewanl. Soone after when the 
Servitour interposed him selfe, *Goe your wayes," quoth he, 
' seeke you another to be your brother : for, this fellow whom 
you think to be yours is become mine.' Suspecting that his 
mulitier who drave his carroch alighted one time, as it were 
to shoo his Mules, thereby to winne some advantage of time 
and delay, for one that had ft matter in lawe and was 
comming unto him : hee asked the Mulitier what might 
the shooing of his mules cost ', and so covenanted with him 
to have part of his gaines. When his sonne Titus seemed 
to finde fault with him for devising a kindc of tribute, even 
out of ui-ine ' : the monie that came unto his hand of the 
first paiment, bee put unto his sonncs nose : asking withall, 
whether he was offended with the smell, or no, ana when he 
answered No: 'And yet," quoth he, 'it commeth of Urine.'' 
Certaine Embassadours brought him word, that there was 
decreed for him at the common charges of tlie States a 
geantlike image, that would cost no meane summe of money. 
He commanded them to rearc the same immediately, shew- 
ing therewith his hand Hallow \ ' Here is the base,' quoth 
he, ' and piedstall ^ for it, ready." And not so much as in 
the feare and extreame perill of death forbare he skof&ng. 
For when as among otlier prodigious signes the Mausoleum * 
of the Cffisars opened sodainely, and a blazing starre ap- 
peared : the one^ of them, he sayde, did conceme Junia 
Calvina a gentlewoman of Augustus (Cassars) race*: the 
other ^ had reference to the King of the Parthians, who ware 
his haire long^. In the very first accesse also and fit of his 
disease, ' Me thinkes,' quoth he, ' I am a deifying*.' 
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In his ninth Consulship, after he had been assayled in 

!!ampania with some light motions and grudgings of his 

' sicknesse, and thereupon returned forthwith to the Citie, 



' The partic llml eat 
money. ' Meaning 
Mausoleum. ' Wheras himself 
^■bure. ' Whereupon is called Setl/a Crim 



t Am a dfing, imd so, grow lo be a god. 



soilicite his owne cause. ' For lo receive the 

hand. * Monument or Sepulchre. ' The 

if Ihat line. ' A blaiiag 

and Comelfi in Greeke. 
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FLAVIUS hee went from thence to Catilise and the lands be hiid ] 
VESPA- about Reate, where every yeere hee was wont to summer. 
AUGUSTUS ^^^'*' having (besides the maladie still growing upon him) 
hurt also his guttes and bowels with the use of colde water ' ■, 
and yet neverthelesse executed the functions of aji Emperour, 
after his accustomed manner, in so much as lying upon his 
bed, hee gave audience to Embassadours : when all of a 
sodaine he fell into a loosenesse of the bellie, that hee 
fainted and was ready to swound therewith, ' An Emperour,' 

J.U.C. 83a. " quoth lie, ' ought to dye standing.' As he was arising therfore 
and streining still to ease his bodie*, lie dyed in their hands 
that helped to lift him up, the 8th day before the Calends 
of July': when he had lived threescore yceres and nine, 
seven moneths and seven dayes over ♦. 

24 
All writers agree in this, that so confident he was alwayi 
of his owne Horoscope^ and his childrens, that after so 
many conspiracies continually plotted against him hee durst 
warrant and assure the Senate that either his owne Sonnes 
should succeede him or none. It is sayde moreover, that 
hee dreamed upon a time, how hee sawe a paire of skales 
hanging in the midst of the porch and entrie of his house 
palatine, with the I>eame thereof even ballanced, so as in 
the one ballance stoode Claudius and Nero: in the other, 
himselfe and his sonnes. And it fell out so indeede: for 
they ruled the Empire of both aides so many yeers, and the 
like space of time just. ™ 

■ These waters of Catilix as 
avoid ihe ordure of the guiles. 
siplimum. " Or niitivitie. 
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TITUS FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS 

AUGUSTUS 

1 

^ITUS, Burnamed as his Father was, Vespasi- 
anus, the lovely dearling and delightftiU 
joy of Mankinde (so fully was he, either 
endued with good nature and disposition, 
or enriched with skilfuU cunning, or else 
graced with fortunes favour ; and that 
{which is hardest of all) in his Imperiall 
State, considering that whiles hee lived 
as a private person under the Emperour his Father, he could 
not avoid the very hatred and much lesse the reproofe of the 
world). This Titus, I say, was borne the third day before 
the Calends of Januarie ^ : in that yeere which was remarkc- 
able for the death of Caius the Emperour, neere unto the 
Seplisoniinn\ within a poore ill-favoured house, in a very 
little Chamber and darke withall : for it remaineth yet to 
bee scene. His Education hee had in the Court together 
with Britannicus, trained up in the like Arts and Disciplines, 
under the same teachers. At which time verily, men say, 
that a Fortune-teller**", whom Narcissus the freed man of 
Claudius brought to see Britannicus, after Inspection affirmed 
most constantly, that by no meanes bee*, but Titus who 
then stoode hard by, should surely bee Emperour. Now 
were these two so familiar, that (as it is verily thought) of 
I the same cup of poison whereof Britannicus drank and died, 
' 30 of DecembcT. ' Mtttpouofnim. ' Britaanicus. 
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TmiS Titus also sitting neere unto him, tasted : whereupon he fell 

^bv^nl^ into a grievous disease, that held him long and put him to 

SIANl^ g*^*' paine. In memoriall of all which premisses, he erected 

AUGUSTUS afterwards for him ' one Statue of gold in the Palatium ; as 

also another of Ivorie on horsebacke (which at the Circeian 

Games is even at this day caried before in the Solemne pomp) 

he dedicated, and accompanied accordingly. 



At the very first, even in his child-hood, there shone forth 
in him, the gifts both of body and minde : and the same 
more and more still by degrees as hee grew in yeeres: a 
goodly presence and countenance, wherein was seated no 
lesse majestic^ than favour and beauty: a speciall clei 
strength, albeit his stature was rot tall : but nis belly 
out somewhat with the most. A singular memorie: 
aptnesse to learne all the Arts, in manner, as well of warre 
as of peace. Most skilfull he was in handling his weapon, 
and withall a passing good hoi'smau : for his Latine and 
Greeke tongue, whether it were in making Orations or com- 
posing Poemes, prompt and ready even to the performance 
thereof ex tempore. Neither was he unseene in Musick as 
who could both sing and also play upon instruments sweetly 
and with knowledge. I have heard also many men say, That 
he was wont to write with Cyphers and Characters most 
swiftly, striving by way of sport and mirth with his owne 
Clerks, whether he or they could write fastest, to expreBSe 
likewise and imitate what hand so ever hee had scene : yeOy 
and to professe many a time, that he would have made 
notable lorger and counterfaitcr of writings. 



leaiM^U 
and^^ 



In quality of Tribune Militare, he served in the warres 
both in Germanic and also in Britaine, with exceeding com^ 
mendation for his Industrie and no lesse report of modestie' 
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as appeareth by a number of his images and titles to them 
annexed ", throughout both Provinces. After tliis warfare 
of his, hee pleaded causes in Court, which he did rather to 
winne credite and reputation ', than to make it an ordinarie 
practise^. At which very time, he wedded Arricidia, the 
daughter of Tertullus a Gentleman of Rome, hut Capitaine 
sometime of the Pra;torian Bands : and in the roome of her 
deceased, he tooke to wife Martia Flavia : and from her 
when she had borne unto him a daughter, he divorsed him- 
selfe. After this, upon his Questureship, being Colonell and 
Commaundcr of a whole Legion, he brought under his sub- 
jection Tarichea^ and Gamala two most puissant Cities of 
Jurie : where, in a certaine battaile havmg lost his horse 
under him (by a deadly wound) within nia flankes, hee 
viounted anotlier whose nder in light against bim had beene 
tlaine and tvas fallen. 
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Afterwards, when Galba was possessed of the State, being 
sent to congratulate his advauncenient : what way so ever 
he went, he turned all mens eyes upon him, as if he had 
beene singled forth to be adopted. But so soone as he per- 
ceived all to be full of troubles againe, hee returned back 
out of his verj' journey, and visited the Oracle of Venus 
Paphia*: where, whilst ho asked counsell, about his pas- 
sage at sea, he was confirmed withall in his hope of the 
Empire. Having attained thereto within short time, and 
being left behind to subdue Jurie throughly in the last 
assault of Hierusalem, he slew twelve enemies that defended 
the walP, with just so many arrowes shot: and wonne the 
Citie upon the very birth-day of his daughter ', with so great 
joy and favourable applause of all his Souldiours : that in 
their gratulation they saluted him Emperour : and soone 
after, when he was to depart out of that Province, deteined 
him : in humble manner, yea and efl-soones in threatning 

' In andertaking causes of giealesl importance. ' In entertaining al 
matlers whatsoever. ' Neere lo the Lake Gcneiaretli. * In Psphos a 
dtie within the Isle Cyprus. ' iz Propuenatores. ° 8lh of September, 
■^Mcph. lib. 7 : Dt Btllo Judaico. 
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wise instantly calling upon him, to stay, or else to take 
them all away together with him. Whereupon arose the 
first suspition, that he revolted from his father, and had 
attempted to chalenge the kingdome of tlie East parts for 
him selfe. Which surmise himselfe made the more, after 
that in his way to Alexandrea, as he consecrated at Memphis 
the Ox Apis, he wore a Diademe': which he did in deed 
according to the custorae and rites of the auncient religion 
there. But there wanted not some, who construed it 
otherwise. Making hast therefore into Italic ; after hee was 
arrived first at Rhegiunn and from thence at Puteoli, em- 
barqued in a Merchants ship of burden ; to Rome he goes 
directly with all speed and most Ughtly appointed : and 
unto his father looking for nothing lesse, ' I am come,^ quotbj 
he, ' father, I am come ' : checking thereby the rash t 
inconsiderate rumors raised of him. 



825, 824. 

A.U.V. 823, 
825, 827, 828, 
829, 830, 833. 



From that time forward hee ceased not to carie himselfe as 
partner with his Father, yea and Protectour also of the 
Empire: with him hee triumphed; with him hee jointly 
administred the Censureship : his Colleague hee was in 
the Tribunes authority : his Companion likewise in seven 
Consulships. And having taken to himselfe the charge well- 
neere of all Offices, whiles hee both endited letters and 
penned Edicts in his Fathers name : yea, and read Orations' 
in Senate, and that in the Questours turne, he assumed also 
the Captainship of the Guard, an Office never to that time 
executed but hy a Gentleman of Rome. In this place hee 
demeaned himselfe nothing civilly, but proceeded with much 
violence: for ever as he had any in most jelousie and 
suspition, he, by sending secretly and under-hand certains 
of purpose, who in the Theaters and Campe should require 
for to have them punished (as it were with his Fathers con- 
sent) made no more a-doe hut brought them all to their 
end. As for example, among these, hee commaunded Aulus 
Csecina, a man of Consular Degree, and a guest by him 
invited to supper, when hee was scarce gone out of 

228 '^"^'' 
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Banquettiag parlor to bee stabbed. I must needes say, that TITUS 
driven he was to this violent proceeding upon an extienntv ^^^^^iV^ 
of daunger: considering that he had found out his hand- gi^Ijtju 
writing bearingevidenceof aconspiracie that he plotted with AUGUSTUS 
the Souldiours, By which courses, as he provided well and 
sufficiently for his owne security another day ; so, for the 
present time he incurred very much displeasure and hatred 
of the world: in so much, as no man lightly, when so ad- 
verse a rumor was on foote, and that which more is, against 
the wills of all men, would have stepped to the Imperiall 
throne. 



Beside his cruelty, suspected iie was also for roiotous life : 
in that he continued banquetting untill midnight with the 
most profuse and wastfull spend-thrifts of his familiar 
minions : for wanton lust likewise, by reason of a sort of 
stale Catamites and guelded Eunuchs that he kept about 
him ; and the affectionate love that hee vias noted to beare 
to Queene Berenice', unto whom also, as it was said be pro- 
mised manage. Suspition there was moreover of his pilling 
and polling. For certain it was, that in the commissions and 
hearmg of causes * which his father held, he was wont to sel 
the decision of matters, and to make a gaine thereby. After 
this, men both reputed and also reported him to be even 
another Nero. But this name that went of him proved 
good for him and turned to hia greatest commendation : 
considering that no grosao vice could bee found in him, hut 
contrariwise many excellent vertues. The feasts that he 
made were pleasant men men ts, rather than lavish and 
sumpteous. He chose for his friends such, as in whom the 
Emperours also his successours reposed themselves, and 
whom they used especially as necessarie members both for 
them and also for the Common-wealth. As for Queene 
Berenice, he sent her quickly away from the Citie of Rome ; 
but full loath they were both of them to part a sunder. 
Certaine of his minions and dearlings whom hee favoured 

' The sister ai some thinke of Agiippn, and wife fat a while of Folemtio 
King of Lycu : others say, she was Ihe wife first of Arisfobulus, arierwards of 
Antipater. ' Agtiilionibui. 
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TITUS aad fansied most, albeit they were such artificiall Dauncen, 
f^yUS that within a while after they caried tlie greatest praise and 
SIAJJCS P"*^ "P*^" "'^ stage, he forbare quite not onely to huggle 
AUGUSTUS **"^ embrace long together, but to behold so much as once 
in any publick meeting and assembly. From no Citizen 
tooke he ought : and from aliens goods he abstained, if 
ever any did. Nay. he received not the very contributions 
graunted and usually paied. And yet, being inferiour to 
none of his predecessours in munificence, as having dedicated 
an Amphitheatre*, aod built the Baines hard-by, with 
great expedition -', he exhibited a Spectacle of Sword-fencers, 
withallkindes of furniture thereto belonging in most plenti- 
ful] manner. Hee represented also a navall fight in the old 
Naumachia ; in which very place he brought forth likewise 
his sword-fencers to play their prises: and in that o" '~~~ 
he put out to be baited 5000 wilde beasts of all sorts. 



^ 



Furthermore, being of his owne nature most kinde and 
gracious ; whereas by a constitution and order that Tiberius 
began, all the Csesars his Successours held not the Benefits 
graunted by former Princes good and in force, imlesse they 
also themselves made new graunts of the same againe : hee 
was the first, that by vertuc of one sole edict, ratified and 
confirmed all that had passed before : neither suflred he any 
petition to be made unto him for them. In all other Suits 
and Requests, hee ever more held most constantly mens 
niindes at this passe, that hee would send none away without 
hope. And when his Domesticall Ministers about his person 
would seeme to tell him, That he promised more than he 
was able to performe : ' What ! " quoth he, ' there ought no 
man to depart from the speech of a Prince, sad and discon- 
tented.' Calling to minae one time as he sat at supper, 
that he had done nothing for any man that day, hee uttered 
this memorable and praise-worthy Apophthcgme, ' Mv 
friends, I have lost a day.' The people especially in generall 
he intreated in all occasions, with so great courtesie, that 

' At which solemnity 5000 wilttc beasls were killed. As Eusebius Chraoo* | 
graphus and Eutiopius write. 
330 
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having proposed a soleinnc Sword-fight, he made open pro- TITOS 
fession, that he would sot it forth, not to please him selfe ^h^Y^^ 
but to content the beholders. And verily, even so hce did : siANUS 
for, neither denied he ought to them that would call for it : AUGUSTUS 
and of his owne accord, willed them to aske what their 
mindes stoode to. Moreover, shewing plainly, that hee 
stoode well affected to the manner of the Thracian sword- 
fencers^ fighf and their Armature, hee would many times 
even with the rest of the people both in word and gesture 
(as a favourer of that kiiide) jest and make sport : yet so, as 
hee kept still the majestic of an Emperour: and witholl 
judged with equitie indifferently. And because hee would 
pretermit no point of popularity, sometime as hee bathed in 
his owne baines hee admitted the Commons thither unto 
him. There fell out in his dales certaine mischaunces and 
heavie accidents : as, the burning of the mountaine Vessevus 
in Campania : a Skar-fire at Rome, which lasted three daies 
and three nights ; as also a pestilence *, the like whereof had 
not lightly beene knowne else where at any other time. In 
these calamities so many and so grievous, he shewed not 
onely a Princely care, but also a singular fatherly affection : 
sometime comforting (his jwople) by his Edicts, otherwhiles 
helping them so farre forth as his power would extend. 
For re|Miiring the losses in Campania', he chose by lot 
certaine Commissioners to looke thereto, even out of the 
ranke of those that had bcene Consuls. The goods of such 
as perished in the said mount, whose heires could not be 
found, hee awarded to the reedification of the ruinate Cities 
adjoyning. And having made publick protestation, that 
in the said skare-fire of the Citie, there was no losse at all 
but to himselfe : looke what ornaments were in any of his 
owne Palaces and royall houses*, the same he appointed to 
the Citie buildings and the Temples: for which purpose 
hee made divei-s of Knights degree Supravisors, to the end 
that every thing might be dispatched with greater expedi- 

' Who were opposile to Ihe Mirmilhnes, thai were atmed after the French 
fashion. " Wheiin there died ten thousand a day. Euseb. ' By the 
burning otVesevus which consumed many towns ajid much people. * In 
the Country, as Columnes, itatoes, painted tables, etc. 
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TITUS tion. To cure the sicknesse aud mitigate the furie of those 
P^Virs contagious Diseases, hee used all heipe of God and man, 
SfAVI^ having sought out what soever kindcs of Sacrifices and 
AUGUSTUS remecfies might bee found: among the adversities of those 
times, may bee reckoned these Promoters and Informers, 
with such as under hand set them a worke, occasioned all 
by old licentiousncsse and impunitie. And those he com- 
maunded to be whipped and beaten with cudgels ordinarily 
in the open Market place : and last of all, when they had 
beene brought in a Shew through the Amphitheatre, 
partly to be solde in port-sale for slaves ; and in part to be 
cariea away into the roughest and bleakest Hands that were. 
And because hee would for ever restraine such, as at any 
time should dare to doe the like : hee made an Acte among 
many others, prohibiting, one and the same matter to bee 
sued hy vertue of many Statutes and Lawes enacted in that 
bchalfe; or to make inquisition as touching the estate of 
any man deceased, after the terme of ccrtaine yeeres limSi 



Having professed that he tooke upon him the High- 
Priesthood in this regard, because hee would keepe iiis 
hands pure and innocent, hee made good his word. For, 
after that time, never was hee the principall Author of any 
mans death, nor privie and accessarie thereto (albeit hee 
wanted not sometimes just cause of revenge), but swarc 
devoutly, That hee would rather die himselfe, than doe 
others to death. Two noble men of the Patritian ranke, 
convicted for affecting and aspiring to the Empire, he pro- 
ceeded against no farther than to admonish them to desist 
and give over, saying, That Soveraigne power was the gift 
of Destinie and Divine providence. If they were Petitioners 
for any thing else, he promised to give it unto them. And 
verily, out of hand, to the mother of the one, who was 
then farre of (wofull and pensive woman as shee was) he 
dispatched his owne coursitours and foote-men to carie word 
that her sonne was safe : as for themselves hee not onely 
invited them to a familiar and friendly supper that night : 
but also the next day following, at the nght 
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fencers placing them of purpose neere about his owne person, TITUS 
the Ornaments ' of the Champions that were to fight, pre- FLAVIUS 
sented unto him, hee reached unto them for to view and sianij^ 
peruse". It is said, moreover, that liaving knowledge of AUGUSTUS 
both their Horoscopes *, he avouched that daunger was toward 
them both and would light upon their heads one day, but 
from some other ; as it fell out in deede. His owne brother * 
never ceasing to lay waite for his life, but professedly in 
manner soliciting the armies against him : plotting also 
and intending thereupon to flie and be gone, hee could 
never endure either to kill or to sequester and confine, no 
nor so much as to abridge of any honour : but, as hee had 
alwaies done from the first day of his imperiall dignity, 
persevered to testifie and declare, that Partner he was with 
him in the Soveraigne government, and his heire apparent 
to succeede him : otherwhiles secretly with teares and praiers 
beseeching. That he would vouchsafe him yet at length, 
' mutuall love and affection. 



Amid this blessed course of life, cut short he was and 
prevented by death, to the greater losse of mankinde than 
of himselfe. After he had finished the solemne Shewes and 
Games exhibited to tlie people, in the end and upshot 
whereof, hee had shed teares abmidantly : he went toward 
the Sabines territorie somwhat more sad than usually he 
had beene: byoccasion,thatasheeBacrificed, the beast brake 
loose and gat away: as also because in faire and cleare 
weather it had thundered". Hereupon, having gotten an 
ague at his first lodging and baiting place, when he was 
removing from thence in his Licter, it is said that putting 
by the Curtaines of the windowe, hee looked up to neaven, 
and complained very piteously, that, his life should be taken 
from him who had not deserved to die: for there was no 
fact of his extant, of which hee was to repent, save onely 
one. Now what that one should be, neither uttered he 
himselfe at that instant, neither is any man able readily to 
iheir armour, weapons, eic. ' Ascendenis of Their Nativity. 
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^ 8se thereat. Some thinke, he called to minde thi 

PLAVIUS familiar acquaintance that he had with his brothers wife •, 

SIANUS ^"' Domitia devoutlj sware, That he never had such deal- 

AUGUSTUS ii^S *'ith her : who no doubt would not have denied it, if 

there had beene anv folly at all betweene them : nay, shee 

would rather have made her vaunt thereof: so ordin&ry 

a thing it was with her to glory in all naughtineaae and 

shamefull deedes. 

10 1 

4.U.C. 834. He departed this world ", in the very same Country-house 

wherein his father died before him : upon the Idea of 
September", two yeercs, two moneths and twenty dayes 
after that he succeeded his father, and in the two and 
fortieth yeere of his age. Which being once notified and 
kiiowen abroade, when all men throughout the Citie mourned 
no lesse than in some domesticall occasion of Sorow and 
Lamentation ; the Senate before they were summoned and 
called together by any Edict, ranne to the Curia, finding as 
yet the dores fast locked : but when they were set open, 
they rendred unto him now dead so much thanks, and 
heaped upon him so great a measure of praises, as they 
never did before, at any time, whiles he was living and 
present among them. 

' Domilia, ' 13th of September. 
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SlOMITIAN was borne the ninth day before 
the Calends of November' what time his 
father was Consul Elect, and to enter 
upon that honorable place the nioneth 
ensuing-, within the sixt region of Rome 
Citty, at the Pomegranate ^ : and in that 
house which afterwards he converted into 
the temple of the Flavian famiHe. The 
floure of his tender yeeres and the verie prime of youth, he 
passed by report, in so great povertie and infamy * withal, 
that he had not one peece of plate or vessel of silver to be 
served with. And ful well it is Icnowen, that Clodius Pollio, 
a man of Pretouri degree (against whome there is a Poem of 
Neroes extant, entituled Lnscio ") kept by him a skro * of his 
onne hand writing, yea and other whiles brought the same 
foortb to bee scene, wherein he promised him the use* of his 
botlie one night. Neither wanted some who constantly 
avouched, that Domitian was in tliat sort abused, even by 
Nerva, who soone after succeeded him. In the Vitellian 
troubles' he fled into the Capitol with his Unkle Sabinus, 
and part of the forces which were then present. But when 
the ajjverse faction brake in, and while the Temple was on 
L.£re, hee lay close all night in the Sextaines lodging: and 

' 24 Oclobris. ' Januarie. ' A place so called like as before, ad 

tafita Buiula and ad Callinas. * For his impure life. ' Or Bil. 

• Or abuse rathei. ' Betweenc Viielliua nnd his father Vespasian ; md 
theii factions. 
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early in the morning, disguised in the habit of a priest of 
Isis°, and among the sacrificera belonging to that vaine 
superstition, after bee had passed over Tiberis, accompanied 
with one onely person, to the mother of a schoole fellow of 
his, hee lurked there so secretly, that albeit the serchers 
traced him by his footing, yet could hee not be found. At 
last after victory obtained hee went foorth and shewed him- 
selfe ; and being generally saluted by the name of Ca;sat ', 
the honourable dignitie of the Citi Prtetour in the consular 
authoritie, bee tooke uppon him in name and title onely : 
the j urisdiction whereof hee made over to his next Colleague. 
But in all power of Lordly rule-, he caried himself so 
licentiously and without controlment that hee shewed even 
then betimes, what a one hee would prove hereafter. And 
not to handle every particular : having with uncleane hands 
offred dishonour to many mens wives, hee Hed away and 
niaried also Domitia Loiigina the wedded wife of ^lius Lon- 
ginus : and in one day gave and dealt above twentie offices, 
within the Citie and abroad in foraine provinces : in so 
much as Vespasian commonly said. That hee marvailed why 
he sent not one also to succeed in his place. ^M 



Hee enterprised moreover a voiage into Gaule and Ger^* 
manie, notwithstanding the same was needlesse, and his 
fathers freinds diswaded him from it; onely, because bee 
would equallize his brother both in workes^ and reputation. 
For these prankcs of his rebuked he was : and to the end he 
might the rather be put in mind of his young yeeres and 
private condition, hee dwelt tof^ether with his father: in a 
licter hee attended the (Curule) chaire of father and brother, 
whensoever they went foorth of doorcs : and being mounted 
upon a white Courser accompanied them both in their 
tryumph over Jurie. Of 6 Consulships hee bare but one 
ordinary*; and the same by occasion that his brother Titus 

' The Emperours sonne and heire apparanl of tlie Empire. " As being 
a young Prince and a Cxsai. * Ofenbus, i. deeds and exploits. * Which , 
b^an the first of January, in his owne right, and not in the vacant ro 
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yeelded unto him his owu place and furthered him in his 
suite. Himselfe likewise made wonderfull semblance of 
modestie. But above all, bee seemed outwardly to affect 
Poetric, (a studJe which he was not so mncb unacquainted 
with before time, but he despised and rejected it as much 
afterwards) aud recited bis owne verses even in publike place. 
Yet neverthelesse, when Vologesus King of the Parthians 
required aide against the Alanes, and one of Vespasians 
two sonnes to be the Generall of those forces, he laboured 
with might and maine, that himselfe before all others should 
be sent: and beecause the quarrel was dispatched alreadie 
to his hand *, bee assaied by gifts and large promises to 
Eolicite other Kings of the East, to make the same request. 
When his father was dead, standing in doubtfull tearraes 
with himselfe a longe time, whether hee should offer unto the 
souldiers a donative duple to that of his brother Titus, hee 
never atucke to give out and make his boast. That left bee 
was to bee partner with him in the Empire, but that his 
fathers will was verie much abused. Neither would bee give 
over from that time forwarde both to lay wait secretly for 
his brother, and also to practise openly against hira, untill 
such time as he gave commandement when hee was stricken 
with greivoua sickenesse, that he should be left for dead 
before the breath was out of his bodie : and after he was 
departed indeed, vouchsafing him no other honour but bis 
consecration ^, he carped also at liim many a time as well in 
glauncing figurative speeches as in open Edicts. 
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In the beginning of his Empire his manner was, to retire 
himselfe daily into a secret place for one houre', and there 
to do nothing else but to catch flies, and with the sharp 
point of a bodkin or writing Steele pricke them through : 
m so much, as when one enquired, whether any bodie were 
with Caesar within, Vibius Crispus made answer not imper- 
tinently, 'No, not so much as a flio.' After this, Domitia 
his owne wife, who in his second Consulship had borne him 
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FLAVIDS a sonne, and whoine two yeeres after he had aaluted ea 
I'^^MI- Empresae, by the name of Augusta, her I say, falling in 
fansic with Paris the stage player and ready to die for his 
love, hee put away : but within a smal while after (as im- 
patient or this breach and diverse) tooke her home, and 
mariedhera^aine, as if the people had instantly called uppon 
him so to So. In the administration of the Empire liee 
behaved him selfe for a good while variablie, as one made of 
an equ&ll mixture and temper of vices and vertues, imtill 
at length hee turned his vertues also into vices : being, (so 
far as we may conjecture) over and above his natiirall in- 
clination, for want covetous and greedie ; for feare bloudy 
and cruelt. 



Hee exhibited ordinarily magnificent and sumpteous 
shewes not onely in the Amphitheatre, but in the Cirque 
also. In which, beside the usuall running of Chariots, 
drawen aa well with two steedes as foure, hee represented 
likewise two battailes of horsemen and foote men both : and 
in the Amphitheatre a Navall fight For, baitings of wild 
beasts, and sword fencers, he shewed in the very night by 
cresset and torch lights ; and hee brought into the place not 
men onely to fight, but women also to encounter wild l)easts. 
Furthermore, at the games of swordfight set out by the 
Questours (which having in times past been discontinued and 
forlet, hee brought into use againc) hee was alwaies present 
in person, so as he gave the people leave to choose two 
paire of swordfencers out of his ownc scboole, and those 
hee brought in, royally, and courtlike appointed in the last 
place. And at all sights of sword players, there stood ever 
at his feet a little dwarfe arraied in skarlet with a small 
head that it was wonderfuU : with whome hee used to talke 
and conferre otherwhiles of serious matters. Certes, over 
heard he was, when bee demanded him of what he knew, 
and what he thoght, of the last dispose of the Provinces, 
and namely of ordaining Metius Rufus Lieutenant general! 
of ^gypt^ Hee exhibited navall battailes performed in 
manner, by full fleetes and compleat navies : having d' 



TWELVE C^SARS 

out a great pit for a lake, and built a stone wall round 
about it ', neere unto Tiberis : and those he would behold in 
the greatest stormes and showers that were. Hee set forth 
also the Secular plaies and games making his computation 
from the yeere, not wherein Claudius, but Augustus longe 
before had made them. During these, uppon the daie of the 
Circentiansolemnities,totheend there might be an hundred 
courses^ the sooner runne, hce abridged the races of every 
one, to wit, from 7 to 4., He ordained moreover, in the 
honour of Jupiter Capitolinus, Quinquennall Games of three 
fold Maisteries, musicke, horse-riding, and Gymnicke exer- 
cises : and in the same, rewarding victours with Coronets, 
more by a good many then now they be. Herein the con- 
currents strove also for the prise in Prose, both Greeke and 
Latin : and besides single harpers, there were Setts of those 
also that played uppon the harpe, yea and consorts of such 
as sung tnerto, in a quire. In the running place. Virgins 
also ran for the best games. At all these masteries and 
solemnities, he sat as president in his Pantofles^, clad in a 
robe of purple after the Greekiah fashion *, wearing on hia 
head a golden Coronet, with the Image of Jupiter, Juno and 
Mine^^■a : having the priest of Jupiter and the Colledge of 
the religious, called Flaviales, sitting by him in like habit ; 
saving that in their Coronets there was his Image also, 
Semblably, hee celebrated everie yeere uppon the Albaiie 
mount, the Quinquatria of Minerva, in whose honor he had 
instituted a Societie, out of which there should be chosen 
by lot, Maisters and Wardens of that solemnitie who were 
to exhibite peculier and especiall Beastbaitings and stage 
playes, yea and contentions for the prise, of Oratours and 
Poets besides. He gave a largesse * to the people thrice : to 
wit, three hundred sesterces a peece : and at the shew of 
the swordfight a most plenteous dinne^^ At the solemne 
Septimontiall " sacrifice, hee made a dole of Viands, allowing 
to the Senatours and gentlemen faire large pnniars : to the 
commons, smal maunds' with Cates in them : and was the 

' CircHmilTVito. ' Minus, every of whicb orclinarily consists of "] races. 
' Or ilippeii. ' Cengiarium. ' Xiphilin. ' So csllctl of Ihc teaven 
hils, whereupon the Citie ilood. ' Or Baskets. 
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first himselfe that fell to his meat. The next day after he 
skattered^ amoDg them, Missils^ of al sorts : and because the 
greater part thereof, fell to the raokes of the common 
people, he pronounced by word of mouth for every skafPold 
of Senatours and gentlemen, 50 tickets or talies. 



Manie buildings, and those most stately, which had beene 
consumed with tire, hee reedified : and among them the 
Capitoll which had been fired again ^ : but all under the 
title of his owne name, without any memoriall of the former 
founders. Mary, he founded a new Temple in the Capitoll 
to the honour of Jupiter Custos : also the Forum, which is 
now called Nerva; Forum : likewise the Temple of the 
Flavian familie : a shew place for running and wrestling : 
another for Poets and Musicians to contend in, and a 
Naumachie for ships to encounter. Of the stone that was 
about which, the greatest Cirque of al was afterwards built, 
by occasion that both sides thereof had been burnt downe. 



Expeditions hee made, some voluntarie, some uppon 
necessitie : of his owne accord that against the Catti : 
uppon constreint one, against the Sarmatians; by occasion 
that one whole Legion together with their Lieutenant fell 
upon the sword : two against the Daci, the former, because 
Oppius Sahinus a man of Consuls degree was defaited and 
slaine; and the second, for that Cornelius Fuscus, Capitaine 
of the Prffitorian bands (unto whom he had committed the 
whole conduct of that war) lost his life. Over the Catti and 
Daci (after sundry feilds fought with varietie of fortune) he 
triumphed twice. For his victory of the Sarmatians, hee 
presented only Jupiter Capitolinus with his Lawrel guirland. 
The civill warre stirred up by Lucius Antonius governer of 
the higher Germanic, hee dispatched and ended in his ab- 
sence*: and that by a wonderfull good hap: when, as at the 
very houre of conflict, the Rhene .swelling and overflowing 

' Or sent. ' Gifts or favours. ' In Vespasians dayes. • By 

Norbnnus Appius who slew the said Anlonius. 
240 
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Bodainly staled the Barbarians forces as they wold have FLAVIUS 
passed over to AntoDius. Of which victorie hee had intel- DOMI- 
ligence by presages, before the Dewes by messengers came. TiAN'JS' 
For uppon that very day when the battaile was fought, an 
Eagle after a straung manner having overspred his statue 
at Rome and clasped it about with her wings, made a great 
flapping noise in token of much joy; and within a little 
after, the bruit was blowen abroadc so rife and common, of 
Antonies death, that many avouched confidently, they had 
seene his head also brought home (to Rome). 



■ Many new orders besides in matters of common nse, hee 
rought uppe. The dole of Viands given and distributed in 
little baskets in lieu of a publike supper, he abolished : and 
reduced the auncient custome of compleat and forniall sup- 
pers'. Unto the 4 factions* in former time, of severallcrewes 
running with Chariots at Circean games, hee added twaine ; 
to wit the golden and purple livery. Players and Actours 
of onterludes hee forbad the open stage : but within house 
verily, he granted free and lawfull exercise of their Art, 
Hee gave commandement that no mates should be guelded : 
and of such Eunuchs as remained in the hands of Hucksters', 
hee abated the price and brought it downe to a meaner. By 
reason one time of an exceeding plentiful vintage, and as 
much scarcity of Come, supposing that by the immoderate 
care iniployed upon Vineyards tillage was neglected, hee 
made an Edict, That no man in all Italic should plant any 
newe young Vincyardes : and that in forainc Provinces they 
should cut them all downc, reserving at the most but the 
one halfe'. Howbeit, bee continued not in the full execu- 
tion of this Act : some of the greatest offices he commimi- 
cated indifFerentlv between Libertines and souldiers. He 
prohibited, that tliere should be two Camps of the legions"". 
Item that any man should lay up more than a thousand 
Sesterces about the Camp-ensignes ^ For that L. Antonius 

' Whereas conltariwbe under Nero, puhlica cima ad sportulas rcducla. 

* White, Blew, Red, Greene. ' Who guelded, pampered and set Ihem out 

to ssLle. * Gtminari cattra, the greater and the Icssc u we rend in Livie, etc. 
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FLAVIUS intending rebellion in the wintering harbour of two Legions, 
DOMI- was thought to have taken heart and presumed more con- 
Hilently, upon tlie great summes of monie there bestowed in 
stocke. Hee added a fourth stipend also for suuldiers, to ■ 
wit, S peeces of gold by the poll '. ■ 



TIANUS 



In ministring justice precise he was and industrious. Many 
a time, even in the common place, sitting extraordinarily 
upon the Tribunal he reversed the definitive sentences of the 
Centumvirs, given for favour and obtained by flattery. He 
warned eftsooues the commissioners and Judges delegate, not 
to accommodate themselves and give eare unto perswasive 
and Rhetoricall Assertions^. The judges that were bribed 
and corrupted with monie hee noted and diseraced every 
one, together with their Assessours uppon the bench. Hee 
mooved also and perswaded the Tribunes of the Commons to 
accuse Judicially for extortion, and to force unto restitution, 
a base and corrupt ^dile " : yea and to call unto the Senate, 
for to have a Jurie empannelled upon him. Moreover, so 
carefull was hee to chastise as well the magistrates within 
Rome, as the Rulers of Provinces abroad of their misdemean- 
ours, that never at any time, they were either more temperate 
or just in their places. The most part of whome after his 
dayes, we our selves have seene culpable, yea and brought 
into question for all manner of crimes. Having taken uppon 
him the censuring and reformation of manners, he inhibited 
that licentious libertie taken up in Theatres, of beholding 
the playes and games pell-mell one with another in the 
quarter and rankes appointed for gentlemen. Diffamatorie 
libels written and divulged, wherin men and women of good 
marke were touched and taxed, hee abolished not without 
shame and ignominie of the Authors. A man of Questours 
degree, because he tooke pleasure in Puppet-like gesturing 
and dauncing, hee remooved out of the Senate, From women 
of dishonest cariage, he tooke away the priviledge and use 
' Every one about 15s. 7d. 06. slertin^. ' Of such bond men, as againit 
Iheir Lonles and Masters light claimed fteedome, and used therein the plea 
of Oralours. ' Who by taking money exercised his oflice otherwise tben 
he ought. 
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of their Licters : hee made them uncapable also of Legacies FLAVIDS ' 

and inheritances. A gentleman of Rome hee rased out of 

the Roll and Tables of Judges, for receiving his wife againe 

into Wedlocke, whome hee had before put away and sued in 

an action of adulterie. Some of both degrees, as well Senat- 

ours as Gentlemen, hee condemned, by vertue of the law 

Scantinia ', The Incestuous whoredoines committed by vestall 

votaries, negligently passed over, by his father and brother 

both, hee punished after sundrie sorts : the former delinquents 

in that kinde, with simple death -: the later sort according 

to the auncient manner' : for, having given libertie unto the 

sisters Ocellata'* asalsoto Varomilla, for to chuse their owne 

deaths, and banished those who had deHourcd them, hee 

afterwardes commanded, that Cornelia Maximilla^, who in 

times past had beene acquit, and a long time after was called 

into question againe ana convicted, shold be buried quicke : 

and the parties who had committed incest with her, beaten 

with rods to death in the Comiiium : except on alone a 

man of Pnetonrs degree ; unto whomc whiles the matter 

remained yet doubtful, and because he had confessed and 

bewraied himselfe (upon bis examination by torture which 

was uncertaine) he granted the favour of Exile. And that 

no religious service of the Gods should bee contaminated 

and polluted without condigne punishment, the monument 

or Tombe. which his freedman had built for a sonne of 

his with the atones appointed for the Temple of Jupiter 

Capitolinus, hee caused his souldiers to demolish : ana the 

bones and reliques therein hee drowned in the Sea. 

9 
At the 6rst hee abhorred all bloudshed and slaughter, to 
farrc foorth, as that (while his father was yet absent) call- 
inge to remembraunce this Verse of Virgil, 

Impia quam ' caiti) gent etl efmlaia lufencit, 
Ereffodleste people made th«ir leaita, 
Witu Qien sUine (poore bannlesM bes«ta), 

> gainst the fillby ud of Fzdcruiie or Sodomic. ' A* to loMe their 
heads. ' Suroamed to of a familie in Rome. * Oi Maiima, tc Vtilalii, 
>'. IhechiefeofthoseNunm, asLadyPriorcioeor Abbaleiae. *iCtBrgi<trum. 

This halh relation lo the lait word {Antt) in Ihe »ene prjEcedent. 
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bee purposed fully to publish an Edict, forbiddinge I 
kill aud sacrifice any Oxe, Of Covetouanesse also and 
avarice \ bee gave scarcely the least suspition, either at any 
time when bee led a private life, or a good while after bee 
was Emperoiir : hut contrariwise rather, be shewed great 
proufes oflcnttmes, not of abstinence onely hut also of uber- 
alitie. And whensoever be had bestowed gifts most bounti- 
fully upon those that were about him, bee laied uppon them 
no charge before this nor with more earnestncsse, tlian to do 
nothing basely and beggerly. Moreover, one Legacie put 
downc in the last Will of lluscius Ciepio who bad provided 
therin, That his beire should give yeerely unto every one of 
the Senatours, as they went into the Curia, a certaine summe 
of monie, be made vuide. Al those likewise, whose suits bad 
bung and depended in the Chamber of the Citie, from before 
live yeeres last past, hee discharged and ilelivered from 
trouble. Neither suffered bee them to be sued and molested 
againe, but within the compasse of one yeare and with Uiis 
condition, that the accuser ^ (unlesse bee overthrew his adver- 
saries by that time) shoidd be banished for bis labour. The 
Scribes and Notaries beelonging to the Qucstours, who by an 
olde custome, (but yet against the Law Clodia) used to 
negotiate and trade, be pardoned onely for the time past. 
The od ends and cantels of grounds, which after the division 
of lands by the Veteran Souldiours*, remained heere and 
there cut out, as it were, from the rest, hee graunted unto 
the olde owners and Landlords as in the right of Prescrip- 
tion. The false information of matters, whereof the penaltie 
came to the Exchequer, he repressed : and sharplie punished 
such Informers. And this (by mens saying) was a speech of 
his, ' The Prince that chastneth not Promoters, setteth them _ 
on to promote.^ J 

But long continued he not in this traine, either or 

' CupviilalU qUBijue atque avaritta. By covetnusnesse hee mCHlletli the 
greedy desire of olber mens goods : by avarice, in Ihis place ihe ]niichinE e«- 

E use of bit owne. ' Plainlife. ' Defendflnl. • Old 60uldicrs w"" 
d served out tbcii full time. 
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clemencie or of abstinence. And yet fell hee somewhat FLAVTUS^ 
sooner to crueltie than to covctousuesse, A Schollar of the DOMI- 
eunning player and counterfeit Paris, being as yet of tender 
yeeres, and at that time very sicite, hee murdered r for that, 
both in skill and also in countenance and feature of body 
he seemed to resemble his Maister. Semblably dealt he 
with Hermogenes of Tarsus, for certaine figures of Rhetorick ' 
interlaced in his Historic: and withall, crucilied the Scrive- 
nars and Writers that had copied it out. An Housholder ', 
for saying these words, That the Thracian Fencer* was 
equall to the Mirmillon ^ but inferiour to the setter forth 
of the Game", he caused to bee plucked downe from the 
scaftbld in the Theater, into the plaine beneath, and there 
to be cast before the greedy Mastives, with this title, Jmpie 
hcuhis Parmularivs, i. The Parmularius * " hath blasphemed. 
Many Senatours, and some of them which had beene Con- 
suls, hee killed. Among whom Civicus Cerealis, in thf 
very time when he was Pruconsull in Asia, Salvidienus 
Orfitus and Acilius Glabrio during their exile, he put to 
death, pretending that they practised Innovation in the 
State : all the rest every one for most slight causes. As for 
example, £lius Lamia, for certaine suspitious jests (I must 
needs say) but such as were stale and harmlesse: namely, 
because unto Domitian when (after he had taken from 
him his wife^) he fell a praising of her voice", he said, 'I 
hold my peace ^ Helas .' As also, for that unto Titus, 
moving him to a second manage, he made answer, Afe kai 
m Gatiiemi TheUisf ' What ! {and if I should wed another) 
would not you also marie her?' Salvius Coccejanus^, be- 
cause he had celebrated the Birth-dayes-minde, of Otho the 
Emperour, his Unkle*. Metius Pomposianus^**, for that it 
was commonly said. He had the Horoscope in his Nativity 
of an Emperour ; and caried about him the Map or Geo- 

' A* Irenia and Antiphrasi!, elc, whereby ht seemed lo glaunce al him. 
' Who was armed wilh a buckelet. ' Of swotdfighl. * The favourer 
of the armed feoser Thras, above saide. ■ Domilja Longina. • Voctm 
jaam, or Lamia his voice, as some expound it. ' As if he had uttered 
these words: This is meeie injury but 1 must say nothing. ' Understand 
here, and in the other following {he slew or put lo death). ' For his father 
L. SalviuE Titianus was Othoes brother. '° See Vespasian, cap. 14. 
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PLAVIUS graphical degcription of the world' in certaine parchments, 
DOMI- and withall, the Orations of Kings and brave Capitaines 
written out of Titus Liviua, for imposing likewise the 
names of Mago and Annibal * upon some of his slaves. 
Sallustius Lucullus Lieutenant general! of Britaine, for 
suffring certaine speares of a new fashion to be called 
LuadletE^. Junius Rusticus, for publishing the praises of 
Poetus Tiirasea ' and Helvidius Priscus * ; and calling them 
most holy and upright persons. By occasion of which 
criminous imputation (charged upon Rusticus) hee packed 
away all Philosophers out of the Citie of Rome and ItaUe. 
Hee slewe also Helvidius the sonne", for that in an Enter- 
lude (as it were), and by way of an Exodium upon the 
Stage, hee had under the persons of Paris and (Enone 
acted ^ the Divorse betweene him "and his wife. Ftavtus 
Sabinns, one of his cousin germaines, because upon the 
Election day of the Consuls, the Crier chaunced to mistake 
a little, and before the people to pronounce him (being 
Consul Elect) not Consul!, but Emperour. And yet, after 
his victorie in the Civill warre*, hee became much more 
cruell: for many of the adverse part, even such as lying 
hid a good while were found out by those that were privie 
unto them ", hee by devising a new kinde of torture made 
to confesse: namely by thrusting fire into the passage of 
their secret parts: some also hee dismembred by cutting 
off" their hands. And this is for certaine knowne ; that two 
onely and no more, of the most notorious among them, to 
wit, a Tribune of Senatours degree, and a Centurion, were 
pardoned : who the sooner to shew that they were unguiltie, 
had proved themselves to have heene effeminate Catamites, 
and therfore could not possibly be of any reckoning, either . 
with Capitaine or Souldiours. ^ 

' Or earlh. ' Two ii 
moctflU enimies of Ihc Romaines. _ ' Of his 01 

persecuted by Nero cul his owne maislcr vcines. ' The sonne in lawe of 
Thrasei. even anolhct Cato oi Biutns and a hirh of most free speech in Ihe 
behalfeotlhe Common wealth. ' For the father, Vespasian had slaine before 
' Trac/assct, 1. handled, al. taxasset, i. taxed or reproved. * Domitiau. 
• or the Flavians and VitelUans, '" Duilum latenUs, ftr 
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Now, in this Crueltie of his hee was not ouely excessive, 
but also subtill and craftie ; comming upon men when they 
looked least for it. A Controller ^ of his owne, the very day 
before he crucified liim, hee oalled into his bed-chamber, 
and made him to sit downe by him upon a pallet or beds 
side: he dismissed him hght-harted and merie: he deigned 
him also a favour and remembrance from his own supper*. 
Unto Aretinus Clemens, a man of Consuls degree, one of 
his familiar minions and bloodhounds to fetch in Booties, 
when he purposed to condemne to death, he shewed the 
same countenance, as before time, yea and more grace than 
ordinary: untill at last, as hee went with him in the same 
Licter*, by occasion that hee espied the Informer against 
him, 'How sayest thou,' quoth hee, 'Clemens, shall wee to 
morrow heare this most errant knave and varlet, what hee 
can say?' And because hee would with greater contempt 
and disdaine abuse mens patience, hee never pronounced 
any heavie and bloudie sentence, without some preamble 
and preface of Clemencie : so that, there was not now, a 
surer signe of some horrible end and Conclusion, than a 
milde beginning and gentle exordium. Some that stoode 
accused of Treason he inducted into the Curut*; and when 
he had premised a Speech, That hee would make triall that 
day, how deere hee was unto the Senate, hee noone effected 
thus much thereby, that the parties should have their judge- 
ment, to suffer Afore maiorum^ : and then, himselfe, affrighted 
as it were with the rigorous cruelty of that punishment, 
would intercede, in these words (for it shall not bee im- 
pertinent to knowe the very same as hee delivered them) 
' Permit my good LL. this to be obtained of your gracious 
Piety (which I know I shall hardly ohtaine) that yee would 
doe so much favour unto these pereons condemned, as that 
they may choose what death they will die: for, by this yee 

' Aclarait summartim. * A dUh of mcLle, etc ' Simul gtilanli. 
* Senale hoiiK. > To h«*e ibeii nccki (ail locked in jjillory, nnd *u to 
be beaten with rods to dealll. 
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FUVIUB shall spare your oirne eyes, and all the world shall km 
DOMI- that I was present in the Senate.' 

Having emptied his coffers with expences of buildings 
and Games exhibited to the people, as also with that 
Stipend ' paied unto the Souldiours : over and above the 
former, hee assaied verily for easement of the charges 
belonging to the Camp, for to diminish the numbers and 
companies of Souldiours. But perceiving that heereby he 
was both in daunger of the Barbarians, and also never the 
lesse to seeke which way to be relieved from burdens : hee 
made no reckoning at all, but to raise booties, to rob and 
spoils he cared not how. The goods of quick and dead 
both, were every where seized upon : who the Accusers were, 
or what the matter was, it skilled not. Sufficient it was, 
if any deede or word whatsoever, were objected against one, 
to make it high treason against the Prince. Inheritances, 
were they never so farre o9' and belonging to the greatest 
straungers, were held conRscate and adjudged to the Em- 
perours Coffers, in case but one would come forth and 
depose, that hee heard the party deceased say whiles hee 
lived. That Csesar' was his heire. But, above all others 
the Jewes were most grievously plagued in the Exchequer ''. 
Unto which were presented as many of them as either 
professed in Home to live as Jewes, or else dissimuling their 
Nation, had not payed the Tributes imposed upon them. 
I remember, that my selfe being a very youth was in place 
when an aged Jew, fourescore and tenne yeeres otde, was by 
the Procuratour* in a most frequent Assembly searched, 
whether he were circumcised or no. From his very youth 
nothing civill and sociable hee was * : bolde of hart, audacious 
withatl, and as well in words as deede beyond all measure 
excessive. Unto Cienis his fathers Concubine newly returned 
out of Istria, and offring to kisse his lips (as her manner 
was) hee put forth his hand. Taking it hainously that his 



■ ,-. of 3 " 
tcornfull. 



* Or Master of Ihe Exchequer. ' Bui proud m. 
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brothers sonne in Law ' had attending about liim his Ser- 

vitours also, clad in faire white, he cried out, 
ObK oyaBlii' iroKvKoipm-ir] '. 
^_ There is no good Plurality 

^H In Lordship and iu Sov'iwgntie. 

13 
But when bee was mounted once to the Imperiall Seate, 
hee stucke nut in the very Senate to make his boast. That 
he it was who had given unto his father and brother both, 
the Empire, and they had but delivered it up to him 
againe. Also when after Dtvorsement he brought home 
and remarried his wife, hee bashed not to give it out, that 
she was called to his sacred bed*. Moreover, upon the 
day when hee made a great Dinner unto the people *, hee 
was well content and pleased to heare their acclamation 
throughout the Theater in these words. 

Domino et Domina, faliciter. 

All hnppiues to our Lord and Lady. 

Likewise at the Solemnity of trying Maisteries in the 
Palatium. when all the people besought him with great 
consent and one accord, to restore Palfurius Sura'" (one in 
times past degraded and thrust out of the Senate, but at 
that time crowned among the Oratours for his Eloquence) 
hee vouchsafed them no answere, but onely by voice of the 
publike crier commaunded them Silence. With semblable 
arrogancie, when as in the name ^ of his Procuratours he 
endited any formall Letters, thus hee began, Our Lord and 
God thus commaundeth. Whereupon afterwards this order 
was taken up, that neither in the writing or speech of any 
man^ he should be otherwise called. No Statues suffred he 
to be erected for him in the Capitoll, but of gold and silver ; 

' Who married TttuE hi« ilaughlcr JuUa. ' An Hemiatichiuin out of 
Homer, Iliad 2, Ulisses words ; as if he should say, I like not m many 
Cisari. ' Putninar SHum, as if he had beenc a God : for, iheir Gods 
and Goddesses they bestowed in cenaine bed lofts called Pulvinaria. 
* During the solemne Gunes exhibited unto them. ' To his Senatourt 
place. ' Or behalfe. ' Coromon lalke. 
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PLAVIUS and the same of a certaine weight, j ust ^. As for two-frooted 
DOMI- Jani and Arches with their foure Steedes, together with the 

TIANUS Ensignes and Badges of Triumph, hee built them stately 
and so many in every quarter and Region of the Cittie, as 
that in one of the saide Arches there was this Mot in 
Greeko written, apicei'^ i. It is enough. Hee tooke upon 
him seventeene Consulships, more than ever any man before 
him. Of which, those seven in the middle, hee bare con- 
tinually one after another ; and in manner all, in name and 
title bnely : but none of them beyond the Kalends of May* ; 
and most, to the Idea onely of Januarie'. Now, after his 
two triumphs*, having assumed into his stile the addition 
of Gennanicus, hee chaunged the denomination of the 
moneths September and October, calling them after his 
owne names Gcrmanicus and Domitianus : for that in the 
one* hee entred upon his Empire, and was borne in the 
other". 



In these 



odious also unto all men, : 



14 

that hee tooke, beeing both terrible 



■ised he was in the end, and' 



murdred by his friends^ and freed men that were most 
inward with him ; who together with his wife conspired his 
death. The last yeere and day of his life, the very houre 
also and what kinde of death he should die, he had long 
time before suspected. For when he was but a youth, the 
Chaldean Astrologers had fore-tolde him all. His Father 
also one time at supper, when hee saw him forbeare to eate 
Mushronies, laughed him to scorne as ignorant of his owne 
dcstinie, for that hee did not feare the sword rather. And 
therefore beeiug alwaies timorous and strucken into his 

Eensive dumps upon the least suspitions presented, hee was 
eyond all measure troubled and disquieted : in so much as 
it is credibly reported, that no other cause moved him more, 
to dispense with that Edict which hee had proclaimed for 
the cutting downe and destroying of Vineyards, than cer- 
' PaHdtiis ctrti. Sabellicus rcsdeth cinttni, i. of an hundred pounds, 
according to Slaliua Papinius of Domiti'ans sUtue, Sy/v. 5, Da Cafiiolinis 
alimuni lediiu! aiinim. Quo niitant sacri ciHfenD pondere x'tillus Cnaris. 
* Not above 4 moneths. ' Not a (ortnighl full. * Over the Cntli ami Dm. 
" September. ^ October. ' Minions. 
250 
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tainc Pamphlets and Libels scattered abroadc with these FLAVttTS 



^_ oiriTOir tVicnrf iiTai inii'a'api dvo^c'vo) '. 

^M Eate me to roote ; yet fruit will 1 beore Htill aiid never misBe, 

^^ Enuugh to poure on Ctesars bead whiles Bacrific'd he is. 

In the same fcarefulnesse hee refused a new honour and that 
which never was devised before, oflred by the Senate unto 
bim, (though otherwise most eager and greedie of all such 
things) whereby they decreed. That so often as hee was 
Consull, the Gentlemen of Rome, as it fell by lot to their 
tumes, should in their rich and gay coates and with niihtaro 
Launces march before him among the Lictours and other 
Sergeants and Apparitours. When the time also of that 
daunger drew ueere which he suspected, he became per- 
plexed every day more than other ; and therefore he gar- 
nished the walls of those galleries wherein hee was wont to 
rome hiinselfe and walke, with the stone I'hengites ; by the 
images rebounding fi-om the brightnesse whereof he might 
sec Before his face whatsoever was done behind his back. 
The most part of prisoners and persons in duresse, hee 
would not heare but being alone and in a secret place, 
taking holde first of their chaines in his owne hand. And 
because he would perswade his houshold servitours, that no 
man should be so hardy as to lay violent hand upon bis 
owne Patronc to kill him, no though much good might 
ensue thereof, hee condemned Epaphroditus the Secretaric 
of Noro, for that it was thought, his Lord and Maistcr 
(after he was forlorne and forsaken of all) had his helping 
^and to dispatch him out of the world. 

P 

■ To conclude, his Unkles sonne Flavins Clemens' (a man 
for his lithemesse and negligence most contemptible) whose 
sonnes being yet very little ones, hee had openly ordained 

' Alluding lo Ihe like verses of the Fuel Evenus : which Ovide secmeth lo 
eipceise I Faslorum in Lallne thus, Xodt caper vilem, tameii hie turn itabis ad 
arai. In lua qited spargi eamaapelsil, crit. 
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FLAVIUS to bee his Successoiirs : and abolistiiiig their former names, 
DOMI- commanded the one to be called Vespatian and the other 
Domitian, he killed sodainely, upon a slender and small 
suspition, even when he was scarce out of his Consulship. 
By which deede of his most of all, he hastened his own end 
and destruction. For 8 moneths space together, so many 
lightnings were scene and reported unto him, that he crjed 
out, ' Now let him ' strike whom he will," The Capitol was 
smitten and blasted therewith : the Temple also of the 
Flavian Linage: likewise his ownc bouse in the Palatium, 
and verie bedchamber. Moreover, out of the base* of his 
triumphall Statue, the Title* being driven by force of a 
storme, fel down into the Sepulcher ne.tt adjoyning. That 
tree which being laid along, had risen up againe when 
Vespasian was yet a private person, fell sodajnely then a 
seconde time. 'ITie Image of fortune at Prenestc *, which all 
the time of his Empire, when he recommended unto her the 
new yeere, was wont to give him an happy answere and 
alwaies the same, now in this last yeere, delivered one most 
wofuU, and not without mention of bloud. He dreamed, 
that Minerva*", whom he worshipped superstitiously, de- 
parted out of her Chappell, and said, She could not pro- 
tect him any longer, for that shee was by Jupiter disarmed. 
But with no one thing was lice so much disquieted, as with 
the answere of Ascletario the Astrologer, and the accident 
that chanced unto him thereupon. This Ascletario bceing 
enformed against, and not denying that he bad delivered 
what by his art and learning he foresaw, he questioned with 
and asked, what his owne end should be; and when he 
made answer and affirmed. That his destinie was to be tome 
in peeces with dogs, and that shortly after, he caused him 
presently to be killed : but to reprove the rashnes and 
uncertaintic of his skill and profession, he commanded with 
all, that he should be buried with as great care as possibly 
might be. In the doing whereof accordingly, it fortuned 
that by a sodaine tempest, the corps being cast downe out of 
the funerall fire, the dogs tare and rent peocemeate, when it 



' Jupite. 
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was but halfe burnt ; and the same hapncd to be reported FLAVIUS 
unto him among other talcs ^ and newes, of that day, as bee T??^ile 
sat at supper, by Latinus the player and counterfeite jester, 
who as bee passed by, chaunced to see and marke so much. 






16 
The day before his death, when he had given commande- 
ment that certaine Mushromes set before him shuld be kept 
against the morrow, be added moreover, ' If I may have use 
of them ' : and turning to those that were next him he said. 
The day following it would come to passe, that the Moonc 
should embrue her selfe with bloud in the signe Aquarius, 
and some act be scene, whereof men should speake all the 
world over. But about midnight, so skared he was*, that 
he started out of his bed. Hereuppon in the morning 
betimes he gave hearing unto the Soothsayer sent out of 
Germanie, who being asked his opinion about the lightning, 
had foretold a chang in the state : and him he condemned. 
And whiles he scratched verie harde at a wert in his fore- 
head which was festered and growne to be sore, seeing 
bloud run out of it, ' Would God,' quoth he, ' this were all.' 
Then asked he what was a clocke, and insteedc of the 5th 
houre^ which he feared, ivord was brought for the nonce 
that it was the 6th. Being joioua hereupon that the danger 
was nowe past, and hastening to cherish his body and make 
much of himselfe, Parthenius his principall Cnaraberlaine 
turned him an other way, sayinge there was one come who 
brought tidinges (I wot not what) of great consequence, 
and of a matter in no wise to be deferred. Voiding thcr- 
fore all persons from him, he retired to his bedchamber, and 
there was he murdered. 

17 

how he was forlaide and of his 

■) hath bcene divulged. Whiles 

' He dreaml haply thai 



As touching the 
±h, thus much (in 
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PLAVHra the conspiratours 

DOMI- ■ ■ 

TIANUS 



in question with themselves and 
doubtfull, when, and how, they should set upon him, tiiat 
is to say, whether he bathed or sat at supper, Stephen the 
procuratour of Domitilla^, and at the same time in trouble 
tor intercepting certaiue monies, ofTcred his advise and help- 
ing hand, who having for certuine dayes before bound up 
and enwrapped his left arme (as if it had beene amisse) 
with wool and swadling bandes, thereby to avert from him- 
selfe all suspition, at the very houre interposed fraud and 
made a lie. For, professing that bee would discover the 
conspiracy, and iu that regarde being admitted into the 
. chamber, as Doniittan was reading of a bill which hee pre- 
ferred unto him, and therewith stood amazed, hee stabbed 
him beneth in the very share iieere unto his privie parts. 
When hee was thus wounded and beganne to struggle 
and resist, Cludianus a Comicularius ^ ana Maximus a freed 
man of Fartheniits, aiid Saturius the Deane or Decurion 
of the Chamberlaines with one out of his owne swordfencers 
schoole, came in uppon him, gave him seven wounds, and 
killed him outright. A youth and page of his, who stood 
by (as his wonted manner was) because he had the charge 
of his bedchamber Lares ", and was present at this murder 
committed, made this report moreover, that Domitian, 
at the very first wound given, immediatly bad him reach 
the dagger^ that lay under his pillow, and to call in his 
ministers and servitours: but at the beds head he found 
nothing at al thereof save the haft onely: and as for the 
dooros besides, they were all fast shut: also, that Domitian 
in this mcane space, tooke hold of Stephen, bare him to the 
ground and wrestled with him a longe time : that he one 
while assaied to wrest his sword out of his hands, another 
while (albeit his fingers were hurt and mangled) to plucke 
out his eyes. Well, killed he wtt.s, the 14th day nefore 
the Kalends of October*, in the 45th yeere of his age, 
and the 15th of his Empire. His dead bodie was caried 
foorth upon the common bierre by the ordinary bearers : 

' Whom Ensebius reporteth to have beene neipce by the sisler of FtitviD* 
Clemens and a Christian, therefore confined to the Hand PontU. * C 
souldieiE were so leumed. ' Or repict. * 17th of September. 
Mi 
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and Phyllis his nource burned it in a. funerall fire, within 
a country manuur of his owne neere unto the Citie, situate 
upon the high way Latina. But the reliques thereof shee 
bestowed in tlie Temple of the Flavian family, and blended 
the same with the ashes of Julia the daughter of Titus, 
whom she had reared and brought up. 

L 

■ Of stature he was tall, his countenance modest, and given 
Enuch to rednes' : his eyes full and great, but his sight very 
dirame. Besides, faire he was and of comely presence 
especially in his youth : well shaped all his body tnrough- 
out, excepting his feet : the toes wherof were of the shortest '. 
In processe of time, he became disligured and blemished 
with baldnesse, with a fat grand-panch and sclender shanks : 
and yet they grew to be so leane upon occasion of a long 
sickenes. For his modesty and shame facednesse he so well 
perceived himselfe to be commended, that one time before 
the Senate he gave out these words, ' Hitherto certainly ye 
have liked wel of my minde and of my countenance.' With 
his bald head be was so much yrked, that bee tooke it a^ a 
reproach unto himself, if any man els were either in bord 
or good earnest twitted therewith ; albeit in a certaine little 
booke, which he wrot unto a freind of his, concerning the 
nourishment and preservation of the haire of the head, he 
by way of consolation both to that friend and also to 
bimselfe, inserted thus much, 
^H ovx 6p<ifs aiat idyai xaXuc ri fiiyaart \ 

^K See'iit ttaou not yet how big and tall, 

I How feire 1 am and comely with all? 

"And yet,' quoth he, 'my destinie' and fortune wil be to 
have the same defect of haire: and with a stoute heart I 
endure, that the bush of my head waxeth olde in my fresh 
youth. And this would I have you to know, tbat nothing 
is more lovely, nothing more fraile and transitorie than 
beautie and favour.' 

' Rtitriitiora, drawen inward. ' Homei Iliad 21. Lycaon the Sonne 
p Priunus unto Achilles. ' Eadtm me mantnt, some read (//}. 
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Being impatieut of all labour and paines taking, he was 
not lightly seene to walke in the Citie. In any expedition 
and march of the army seldome rod he on horsebacke, but 
was caried in a lictour^. No affection had hee to beare 
armes or weld weapons: but delighted he was especially 
to shoot arrows. Many men have seene him oftentimes, 
during his retiring abode at Alba, to kill with shot an 
hundred wild beasts of simdrie sorts at a time : and of very 
purpose to stickc some of them in the head ; so, as that 
with two shoots hee would set his shafts in their fronts like 
a paire of homes. Sometimes he would drive his arrows 
point blanke so just against the palme of a childes right 
hand, standing farre of and holding it foorth stretched 
open for a marke, as they should all directly passe through 
the voide spaces beetweene the fingera, and do him no 
harme at all. 

20 

All liber&U studies in the beginning of his Empire I 
neglected : albeit hee tooke order to repaire the Libraries 
consumed with fire, to his exceeding great charges : making 
search from all parts for the copies of bookes lost, and send- 
ingc as farre as to Alexandria*'', to write them out and 
correct them. But never gave he his minde to know his- 
tories ; or to have any skill in verse, or to write ought, 
though necessitic so required. Except it were the com- 
mentaries and acts of Tiberius Cwsar hee never used to read 
any thing. For his Epistles, Orations and Edicts, hee 
employed the wits of owier men to drawe and frame them. 
Howbeit, his ordinary speech was not unelegant : and other- 
whiles you should have him come foorth even with notable 
sentences and Apophthegmes. As for example: 'Would 
God,' tjuoth he, ' I were as faire and well favoured, aa 
Melius thinkes himselfe to be' : and seeing ones head party 
coloured *, with yellowish and white silver haires inter- 
mingled : hee said it was snow and mede mixed together'. 

' Upon meat shoulJers. ' lo -Egypi. ' Of two colours. 
kind of delicate drinks aiiionE the Romains. 
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His saying it was, That the condition of Princes was most FLAVIUS 
miserable, who could not bee credited as touching a con- DOMl- 
spiracie plainely detected unlesse they were slaine first. HANUa 

21 
Whensoever his leasure served, he solaced himselfe with 
dice play, even uppon the very worke daye, and in morning 
houres. Hee bathed by day time', and made his dinner so 
liberall to the full, that seldome for his supper he tooke any 
thing, unles it were a Matian Apple ^, and a smal supping 
or portion out of a narrow mouthed and great bellied glasse. 
He feasted often and that very plentifully, but his feasts 
were short and after a snatching manner : certes, hee never 
sat past sunne setting, nor admitted any reare bankets after 
supper. For, towards bedtime, hee did nothing, but in a 
Hecret chamber walke by himselfe alone. 



22 
To fleshly lust he was over much given. The ordinary 
use of Venus, as it were a kind of exercise, hee named 
Clinopale, as one would say, bed -wrest ling. The report 
went, that himselfe used, with pinsers to depilate his con- 
cubines, and to swim among the commonest naughtie packes 
that were. His brothers daughter^ oflfred first unto him 
in marriage whiles she was yet a maiden, when he had most 
resolutely refused, by reason he was entangled and overcome 
with the mariage of Domitia ; not long after when she was 
bestowed upon another, of his owne accord he sollicited, and 
was naught with her, even verily whiles his brother Titus 
yet lived! Afterwards when she wa.s bereft of father and 
husband both, hee loved her with most ardent affection, and 
that openly * : in so much, as that hee was the cause of her 
death, by forcing her to miscarie and cast away the untimelv 
fruicte' wherewith she went. 

' De die. ' ll tooke the oame of one Malius who loved an hortyatd 
well: XWtas AppiarmarkAScapliajta mala afAppiusaDd Scoplius. 'Julia. 
* As hit weddri wife. ° Conceived, as some say, by her fonnet hushnnd : 
others, byDomitian in her widowhead: and hereto accardeth Juvenal : Quupi 
lot oiorHvt!, til. Mia vulvam mlucrtt, ct patnio similes effandfrit offds. 
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That he was lulled the people tooke it inditl'erently : but 
the souldiers, to the very heart ; and forthwith went about 
to canonize him a God, and to call him Divus': ready 
enough also to revenge his death : but they wanted heatfs 
to lead them. And yet within a whiles after they did it, 
and calling most instantly and never giving over for the 
authors of this murder^ to be executed. Contrariwise, the 
Senate so much rejoiced, that beeing assembled in great 
frequencie within the Curia, they could not rule themselves, 
but strived a vie to rent and teare him now dead with the 
most contumelious and bitterest kinds of acclamations ' that 
they could devise : commanding ladders to be brought in, his 
skutcheons ^ and Images to be taken downe in their sight, and 
even there in place to be throwen and dashed against the 
hard floore : in the end that all titles wheresoever bearing 
his name should be rased and scraped out, and his memoriall 
abolished quite for ever. Some few moneths before he was 
murdered, there was a Crowe in the CapitoU spake these 
wordes plainely, e<rTai irdvra jcoXtos, »■ AH shall be well: 
and there wanted not one, who interpreted thi; 
Prodigie thus: 



iVuper Tarpeio qiia: gedit culmine comi*. 

Eat bene non potuit dicerr., dixit Eril. 

The Crow which lately sat on top of Tarpeie newea to tell, 

TIb well when as she could not say, said yet, it will be well 



And reported it is that Domitian himselfe dreamed, 
hee had a golden excrescence rising and bunching behind 
his necke : and knew for certaine, tliat therby was portended 
and foresignilied unto the common wealth, an happier state 
after him. And so it fell out, I assure you shortly after ; 
such was the abstinent and moderate cariage of the Em- 
perours next ensuing^. 

' Petronius and Paiihenius. Seit. Aard 



1 
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ANNOTATIONS UPON 
CAIUS C^SAR CALIGULA 



1 

' C-AI.I.ED by Dome, Annakx or Aunariir : of others, Comilialei. By 
which provided it was. In what yeares of a mans age, he was capable 
of Questure, Preture, Cousulate, or any other like Ofiire of State : as 
also, it WS8 limited, withiti what time betweeae, one might efUoones 
beare the same Office againe. Item, what the terme of everie Magis- 
trate should be, etc. And albeit the auncieut Romanes had no such 
lawea, but (as Cornelius Scipio at his petition of lEdilexhip made 
answere, when exception was taken against him for his young age) 
trhomsoerer the Quirites would ctiarge to be a Magistrate, hee had 
yeares enough on his backe, yet afterwards, suudrie Statutes were 
enacted in that behalfe ; although by vertue of speciall privileges, the 
same were iiot duly observed. By the Chrouologie it appeareth, that 
he wai but itinleene yeares old when he became Cjuestor, like a§ 
Tiberius before him. 

'' M'hich Tiberius envying his greatDesse, wrought, therby to ex- 
pose him unto greater dangers. 



/ Well might this UQi 
with crudities and foggie hui . , 
and brought upon him diseases, and namely, tliat called Cardiaeut, of 
which, some say. he died. Let them looke to it therfore, who, because 
they would be fat, not only fall to bodily exercise out of time, even 
upon ful stomacks, but also every morning eate in their beds and 
sleepe upon it, yea' and ordinarily take a nap at nooue, so sooae as 
their meat is out of their mouthes. 

" By this Attribute, Civill, in our Author, ye must uudentuid, 
Courteaie, Affabilitie, and a part not exceeding that of private Citi- 
xens, without taking any state. 



■ As if the Gods, whose Images were shrined within, were not to be 
honoured any longer as Gods, suffering so good a man as Germanicus 
was, to die. For, as in token of honour, the people used to adurne 
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CAinS the Statues and Images of famous persona with Itowera aod greens 
C^SAR leaves, so, whom they did vilipend and despise, they were wont to 
CALIGULA coat stones at Uieir Images and Statues. 

'■ The Tutelarie Gods of the house which ordinarily stood withia a 
closet, called thereupon Larantim. 

° For, to what end should they reare children snj 
Germanicus, groweu to so good proofe, sped no better, 
away by untimely death. 

■• 111 this place, the circumstance sheweth, that the King of ' 
Parthiana is meant, how ever the Persian King and such mightie 
Monarches, having under their Dominion other pettie King* as 
Tributaries or Homagers, be so called : tike as Agamemnon a£o ia 

" tVhicli at Home betukeued a geaerall mourning, occasioned n 
Gume extraordinary calamitie, or feare of publicke daunger, c 
with us, the shutting in of Shop-windowes, etc. 



' About the mids of this moneth, began the feast Saturnalia, 
celebrated with good cbeere, with revels, dances, gaming and all 
kinde of libertie. 


Idiera wore a certaine studded shoe, 



rhtie 

\ all 

i 



" Which was later than the ordiaarie time, by reason of Til 
his lingeriug. For usually these complements were performed 
yeares of age. 

■ [n this habite and manner of attire, counterfeiti:ig a woman, 
thereby to decline suspicion when he entered into other mens houses 
for to dishonour them and abuse their wives, whom our author termeth 
beere AdulUria, pro uduUeriv, a» clue where, conjugia, pro conjugibiis. 

^ The fabulous Historie of PhiBtbon is well known, namely, how by 



B bane and poyson of 



' To doe him the greater honour, they intertaine him upon the 
(as the maner was) ulth Sacrilicea, Torches, Tapers, and wax lights. 



of one man might be excused ai 

260 
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ANNOTATIONS 



16 CAIIW 

■■' TTie two hundred penie. CjSSAR 

'' Hifi IialTe ima^ downeward from the head to the wast, portrayed CALIGULA 
with a Shield or ^utchion : and the same vae commonly set out with 
the largest. Hereupon, M. Tullius Cicero, when he saw such a demie 
personage representing his brother Quintus in the province that he 

govern^ {and a very lltle man he was of stature) ' My brother,' quoth 
e, 'in his hnlfe part, is greater than in the whole.' 
'' A feativail holiday solemnized by heardmen, in the honour of 
Pales their Goddesse and Patronesse. Upon which day, the founda- 
tion of Rome Citie was laid. This feast Uiey kept, the 12 day before 
the Kalends of May, to wit, the 20 of April!. 



* M»niuB, ft riotous uuthrift, when he had wasted his Patrimonie and 
sold his Cspitall house in Rome, excepted in the sale, and reserved to 
himselfe and his heires, one Columiie or Pillar, Ironi which he pro- 
jected and put forth into the street a jettie, and upon it built a 
KftUerie : out of which he might behold the sword-fencers in the 
market place, whereunto he had a fayre prospect from the said Pillar. 
Whereupon all such galleries or buildings jetting out in the street, he 
called MrrniaruF. 



22 



' The end of one verse, and t 
Homer in the second of his Ilia*. 
Ulysses, in this si 



icuuiing of another, cited out of 
ne Poet ascribeth them unto sage 



(.)ne [Soveraigne] Lord, 
One King let there be. 

'' By exchaunging the ensignes and Omamenta of the Roman 
Soveraigue or Emperor, with the Kegall Diadem, purple Robe and 
Scepler. 

' Phcpnicopterus is a water foule haunting lakes and fennes, and 

the river Nilus, as HesioduB writeth. The fethers be of colour read, 

or purple. Whereof it taketli the name ; and the tongue is a moat 

daiiitie and pleasant morsell. So said Apitius, nepolum omnium altUii- 

—miUffurges. Of this Bird Martiall made an Epigram : 

^m Dal mibi prima rubenu nomen : trd linsfua gulotin 

I My oarno I take of wiugs so red, but unto gluttons tast, 

My tongue right pleasing is : oh, what, if it could prate as halt 

'' Some take them for Bistards : Birds decked, no doubt, with most 
beautiful! fethers : as may appeare by Tertullian against Marcion, in 
these words : Una Tetraonit penniila, (facta de pavo) aordidum artijietni 
pronunCiabil Cibi C'realarrm t 

261 
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CAIUS ' They are thought to be Hens ofGuiouy. 

C.<ESAR ' By the descripUon of tlittis, they be our Turkies. 

CALIGULA ' The Phesuit called in old time Itis, (which wa» the Bonne of 
Tereas and I'rogne, tnuiBformed, as Poets fei^e, into this Bird) and 
afterwards PhuianuB or Pha^ana [Jn>l, tooke his name of Phao* « 
river and Citie in ColcluB, according to this Epigram of Martials : 



In Argive ship trauaported first, 1 was to foiraine land : 

Fore time, nought eUe hut Phasb totme, I knew, or Phasu ftiwd. 



■ Pfailo reporteth this farre otherwiEe, and t«lieth a pitiiiill Nsrra- 
Uon : How, by comniistdon from Caius, certaioe Colonels and Cen- 
turiaiis came to founic Tiberius, commauuding him to kill himselfe: 
because, forsooth, unlawfiall it was for any other to murder a Princf 
of the Imperiall bloud/ The youth, who had never Mene any man 
killed, and by reason of his tender yearee was nothing at all experi- 
enced in the world, requested iir^ of them, who »ere come thus to 
him, for to strike off hiji' head, which he held out unto them: but 
seeing his request would not be heard, he desired them yet, to in- 
struct him, in what part of his bodio he should stab himselfe for 
the speedieet death. And so by inatructionB from them he Kaa hk 
oiriie exitcutioner. 



2S 



^ 



• :iekua, in Greeke, siguitieth the Moone. And well kuowen it a, 
that as M. Antonius the Tnumvir called himselfe Bacchus and Osiris, 
so Cleopatra his wife tooke pleasure to be named Luna, i. the Muone, 
and leis. Whereupon they gave to their sonoe Alexander begotten 
betweene them, the name of the Eunue, and to their daughter Cleo- 
patra t)ie name of the Mooue, or Selena, which is all one. 

'> The Consult were reputed still (in outward sliew) Soveraigne 
Magistrates, although indeed, the Cvears caried all before them, and 
were absolute Monarches. 

'' Some read. Teatenu Hfrima HHut, i. Before the tenth houre, or 
foure of the clocke after noone, for,so loug continued the Stage-plaies 
ordinarily. At which time, the Eraperours were wont to bestow their 
Tickets or Taliee among tlie people, by vertue whereof they received 
such and such giAs. 

'' There be learned Critickt that expound thi« place hue otherwise, 
reading Ptgmant, in steede of Pegmatit, and uudeivtandiiig tfajercb; 




ANNOTATIONS 

Buch Eword-feiicers, whoae good hap it had beene to escape with lifb, CAIUS 

the faU from those FrameH or Pageants called Pegmala or Pegma, ciSSAR 

which with certaine vices or Skrewes were set up, aud let dowue, CALIGULA 

upon which as on scaffolds, malefactors were brtiugbt forth, eyther 

to exhibit a shew unto the people, fighting one with anotlier at sharpe, 

to the outrauce, or to malte them sport, by falling downe into a pit 

underneath, where eyther wild beasts were readie to devoure, or fire 

to consume them. A devise wrought by diaaolving the joynts of the 

said Peympx under them. And in this sense they interprete the rest 

that foUoweth, concerning palren Jami/iaa, i. good honest Citizens 

householders. 

27 

" He liad espied in the multitude of those prisoners and malefnclors, 
two with bald heads, distant farre a sunder, and happily, as much tut 
from the one end of the place unto the otijer : all those betweene, 
without respect of their cause, he commaunded to be put t» death 
indifferently. 

'> An ordtnarie thing It was at Rome, tu sweare by the Genxiu, as 
also by the Fortune, tlie health, etc., of their Emperours. And what 
a devout oth this was, per Gtniam, i. the D»mon, the spirit, or 
superintendent Angell of the Prince, which I take to be as much, 
as by his owne good selfe, appeareth by Tertullian, Apologet. cap. 28. 
atiat apud vot per omnet deo«, quam per Oenium prineipU peieratar. 

' Seneca, lib, 2 de Irir, cap. 33, reporteth the like example of Castor 
a right worshipful Gentlemai] of Rome, whose sonne, the same Cali- 
gula, upon verie envie that the young nian vbm a proper and beauttfuU 
person, put to death in his fathers sight, and then iniited the old man 
tfl supper, provoked him to carouse and be merie, which the good 
father was faine to endure and make semblance of contentment, for 
feare, least the Tyrant would have done as much by another soniie, 
whom he had living. 

'' Cattnin verbcratum. Among other chusticemonts of the bodie, 
there is reckoned Vincutorum verheralio, as Callistratus witnesseth, 
lib. 7 de Fanit. The ignorance whereof, hath made some to read, 
i"(4 Cotenu verberalum, i. bound in chaines and then beaten, others, 
hahenh for caienU -. as if he had beene well lindged with letber thongs 
or halters ends, as slaves were wont to be served by the Lorarii. 



■ Albeit, the proper use of these Grapliiii was to cut or engrave 
letters onely, in tables of harke or soft wood ; yet, because it was 
unlawful] to weare weapons in the Senate bouse, some, of a mischievous 
mitide, made those writing stiles or Steeles so, as they might kill there- 
with, enacted therefore it was, that no man should carie about b'" 
such writing instruments of yrou or Steele, but of Inine oDelv 
yet even these, as others also of reeds and qulls, were mad 
and sharpe, that they were able to give a mortall wound- 
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CAnra 28 

CJESAR « For the manner of the Roman Emperours was, upon dieplea-_~ 

CAUGUU to Bend men and womeu away into some desert Isles, and there 1 
confine tbem. 

^ EUebor, that gronetii in the Islea Antycire, is of most effectnall 
operation. The roote is that, whereof is made our wieesiiig powder. 
It purgeth extreemely by vomit Thereupon ariseth the Proverb, 
Xaviget Anliq/ram, i. Let him aayle to Anticyra, applied to ( 
is melancholicke in the hiifhest degree, aud little lietter than i 
See Ptinie, Natiiroi Hut., lib. 3b, cap. 6. 

30 
" Some conjecture verie well, tliat this Tetrinius was not eurnamed 
Latro, being the addition appropriate to the noble Family of Kuine, of 
the Portti, nut a notorious tfieefe or robber, such aa in Latin is called 
Latro. And of that sort commonly were they that performed before 
the people this bloudie fight with unrebated swords, without foUea. 
And no mervaile, if he termed all the Citizens there assembled 
Tetriaiot, i. Theeves, consideriiig he wished before, that he could 
cut of hI their head* at one blow. 



^ He suspected, that sha had given him some love-drinks. ^H 

34 ™ 

' Prttler aqwitn. How this can stand with his pride or malice, 
which our author hath propounded to exemplifie, I cannot see. In 
some copies we read, pra-ler cam, f. Iieside him, that is to say, other- 
wise than be would have them, or approve. And one Critick or 
Judicious Lawier, Franc. Hottoman, as also Coracius, read, prater 
Eccum, as if hee should say. All Lawyers shall give none other answere 
but this. Behold him, meaning' the Emperor Caius, therby referriug 
the decision of all matters to his will and pleasure. Lastly, forrentius 
concludeth the Period thus, Ne quid respondere po*»int, i. That they 
should give no answere at all. And for prrrler at/uum, etc., he 
puttetb praterea, i. Moreover, for a beginning of the next chapter. 

-IS 

■ ColoBserOH seemeth to be s word compounded of Colonot and 

Enu). The one importetli his talnesse, resembling the stately aud 

Giantlike personages called Colossi, and the other, his lovely visage, 

representing Eros, even Love, or Cumd it selfe. 

^ These fencers, called Threces or Thrace^ ', thought t« be the same 

that Beliarii, were lightly appointed for armour, and put to desperate 

fight, as having all fiarts of their bodies exposed to daunger, wlteiw>B 

' So Ibinks Sabetlicu^. 
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ANNOTATIONS 



upon thef irere called also Tunicali, and « 
with the MirmiUonvii, as this verse of Au£ 






e matched in oppoiition 
K implieth : 

t^uU mirmilioni coniponitur ? ^ teqiiiiiMtnit Thra.i, 
Whereas the other named Hoplomachi, had for their defence, head 
peeces and targuets. Senec. lib. I, Epist. 7. 

■^ The priest, called Rex Semornmn, of a place where Diana Arcina 
was worshipped, within a temple beautified with a grove about it, by a 
barbaroua custome of the Scithiana, so long onety held his place, 
until! after one yeare« revolution, some one stranger than himaeUe, 
stepped unto him and overcame him in single fight, and so deposed 
him, like aa, by the first institution, himselfe, foyling another in com- 
bat attained theretn. 

37 

* Seneca writeth, Cotuolat. ad Uelv., That it was ordinarie with him 
to consume at one supper ten millions of sesterces, and who studied 
himselfe, and laid hie head to others, how he might at one supper 
make an even hand with the reveuewes and tributes of all the provinces 
belonging to the state of Rome. 

*' Some read for [de Cedriii] DecerfS, after the forme of Monere*, 
laeaiiinE by Decert* a mtghtie gallie furnished with ten rankes of 
lOv^i 'or such the Greeks call aiafptis. 



CAIUS 

fiESAR 

CAUGULA 



Dum multa eomtnina fitrenl. Which may be expounded other- 
tliiu. When as many things were forfaited and coofiscate- 



Taldng the name from Exploratoret, a militarie terme, ngnifying 
the Avant-couriers and fore-rideiB, to Aiacovvt the enemy, and to 
cleere the coasts. 

fil 
■ Yet Dion reportetfa of him, that otherwhilei, when it thnndred 
aloft, he would seeme to doe the like beneath with a thunder barrell, 
or such a kiiide of devise ; when it lightened, to make llMhea with 
fireworks : and if a thuoderbolt fell, to divcharge likewise *ume ttone 
out of an engine. 

S2 

* Which ornaments belonged to Jupiter and jEKuiapiiia. 

*■ Resembling thereby Neptune, for it nymbolizeth fail power over 
Bjmter« in Sea, River, Ukea. 

• The Ensigne of Jtercory, betukeuinff hia ElMioence, 



■ So called, because tbey were exhibited in the PalaUum. 
' Oi, cffmmUtitur, 
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CAira fi7 

^^SAJl ■ C«pitolium,altliough«aT" t(oxfiv, it was the stately mount or Castle 

CALIGULA of Rome, yet it became a geaentll name of all Citadels and strong 
Qutles built for tlie defence of any Citie. 

'' Meaning the murder of Caius Juliu* Ceraar Dictator. 
'' Bearing the name of a notorious theefe, or Captayne rather « 
theeves, crucified foi his desertes. 



ANNOTATIONS UPON 
TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS DRUSUS C^Si! 



" Like as in Rome, the gate called Porta teelerata, and the S 
Viciu teekraCiu upon some sembtable infortunate accideutx. 



half! 



UBuall custome such were brought into the Forn 



'^ By vertue of thia Act, himselfe, his landes and goodJ 
proscribed and exposed to open xsle, in a Table bang up by an Edict 
from the masters of the Exchequer or Ci tie-Chamber. And if within 
tl>e time appointed, he came not in, to satislie the debt, nor any chap- 
nan or auretie to undertake it, he and his whole state fell by eschr**' 
as forfait and confiscate into the Princea hands. 

17 
" Thew Hands are situate in the mouth of the Kiver Rhodonus'r 
and they be so called of the order in which they lie. 






".The name of this Fencer Palumhus, signifieth also in the 
tongue a Stock-dove : which gave occasion unto him, to come 
with this od jeast 

23 

° Provided it was by the law Papis, That no woman under fiftie 

yearea of age should be maried to a man three-scur yeares old or 

upward: Item, That no man under three score yearea might wed 

a woman, iiftie yera old or above. ^Vhere, note : That thea^H 

' Rhouie. 

me 



ANNOTATIONS 

words [a Tiberio] as if !ie added tlie said Branch, seeme to have TIBRRIUS 

beeoe fofsted in ; considering tiiat as it H|ipeareth by Tacitus, the CILAL'DIUS 

Emperour Tiberiua ireut about to moderate the foresaid hn*, and not DRUSUS 

to make It more strict by annexing eiicb a clause. CjESAB 

■ 25 

I' ■ For feare of breaking up the pavements, if they rode in coach, 

PmgoQ, chariot, or od horseback. 

^ In divers Greeke and Lutiu writors, the tiameii of Jewec and 
Christiaus were confounded : so as by Jewes they understood 
Christians. 

■^ OrchaCra was thst place in the fore-front of the Theater or 
Scaffolds, and Decreet utito the Stage, wherein the Senators ordinarily 
sate, and sometime the Emperour himselfe. 

'' FopuJaria were seats within the scaffolds and Tlieater, most 
remote from the Stage, wherein the common people were allowed to 
stand or sit. Betweene the said Orchettra ana these ropuiaria were 
raunged the Knights or Gentlemen of Rome, and those rankes bare 
the name of Eqiiatria. 

' So called, of the mountaine Eryic in Sicilie, where she was highly 
worshipped, and where she had a Temple. 



m * As fur Drusilla hia wife, a Jew borne, she bad beene maried indeed 
before to king hzyzaa, as Josephus writeLfa : but as touching the other 
two Queens, whosoever they were, he wan 8C{|uainted with them 
otherwise, and not in way of mariage, so fsrre sa I can fiiide. 

^ For evene man might not so doe, uolesae he had a Knights estate, 
which was foure hundred thousand Sextarii, or were free borne: neytber 
Libertines nor Mechanical] persons living by base trades and occupa- 
tion ii were allowed. 

20 

" Other writers, as Philoctratus and Julianus, nay moreover, That 
without his wife and freed men, he was x^^* vp&aiituv and Anpir0<U 
pijfia T^c &aaOi.tlas, much like to a player in a aumlio nhew, and the 
bare Image of a Kings Majeatie, u Plutarch rep<irtcth of Arridaui. 



■ This disease, some Phydcians name KapiuAyiaii, t. the heart-ach, 
or Cardiacam pa»»ionem, Kated in the orifice of the stomach, which la 
called Hapbla. The paine whereof, Plinie afflrmetb to be moft in- 
rtollerable, next unto the paanon of the etnngury. 



■ Flatun crepUum^ut vmlrU. By Flaium, undenUiid that riddaui^ 
i wind downeward, qui narn /ertl, turn auret. Wliii^li in Kiigllib 
mmetb neere unto tike L«tin ward, Viwiji, fat that the verb* Vliin, 

Sd7 
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iB the same tliM tA ffotativ. Aa Cicero in his EpUtk» hath well, but 

CLAUDIUS covertly obserred, out of the nord Diviiia, wherein he uoteth Quiddam 

DRUSUS Cacemphalon. Which place some interpreterB, for ignorance of the 

CAESAR Bsid verbe Visio, have expounded very absurdly. 



" So Bumptunus were tltSBe feastes, that Ponlifitum Ceena, and 
Saliami Bjmlee, grew into a proverb, to expresae exceeding ^reat bellie 
cheere, and most delicate &re. i 

" 1 

' Seneca, lib. 1 Ih Clemenlia writeth. That Claudius caused mon | 
Paricides to bo sowed within a leather male, etc., in five yeares space, 
than had beene ever before his daiee. 

'' AVliether they were hired thereto, or presuming of their owne 
etrengtii, voluntarily entered upon such a combat, or forced to uudergo 
that dangerous light, or else exposed unto their greedie jawes for to be 
worried and devoured by them. 

' Tliig deviKe colled heere AulOTnatum, Horace by a Periphnuti, 
pretily expresseth thus, iVertn« alienit mobile lignum. 

35 



& hath beene uot«d before, they mi^ 



" Irai alque Iraeundia. Ira siguifyeth the hote and 
passion of anger, soone enllamed and as soone quenched, and Irti- 
cundia seenietn to be taken heere, for the continuance of the sud 
anger, and an inveterate sotled wrath. Howsoever our Dictiouariee 
would leach us the contrary. The one may be called Gall or C'holer, 
the other Spleenc or Melancholy. 

'' SluUitiam neminem fingere, or rather, Stuttitiam slullum nemitiem 
fingtre, i. That uo foule counterfaits folly. 



40 



■ It was an inconsiderate speech of an Emperor, and loolishty HT 
fall, in the Senate eepecially, tending much to his discredit anddi>^ 
honour : as if he sent to Uie I'averne for his wine, by the pot or 
bottle, and had not his own cellarage stored therewitli. 

'' These words without all rime or reason were rife in his mouth. 
which unadvisedly he had taken up, and by use could not leave thi 

41 
• Some thinke, that he devised not new letters in tli 
but new formes rather of the former ; as namely to n 
.£olick digamma F the inverted character ^ , and for a dipthong, i 
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ANNOTATIONS 



' For, by report of Dion and XiphilinuB his stature (arrc c 
e proportion of his years. 



TIBERIUS 

cceded CLAUDIUS 

DRUSUS 

CMSAR 



I 



* These were, as it plainly appeareth, Questors, ^diles, Tribunes, 
Pnetom, Censors and Consuls. Of all these, some one or other died, 
exceptiug Censors, aa Tacitus writetfa, 12 Annal. 



ANNOTATIONS UPON 
NERO CLAUDIUS CAESAR 



' Tu^ foure factions or crewea that mu with Chariots for the 
priM, were diatinguiBhed by foure colors of cloth, or liveries, and 
therupon called by their names, Alha, i. White, Venela, watchet or 
lisht blew, Pra-iina, i. greeue, and Bo»ea, i. Rose coloured or read. 
Imto which were added by Domitian Avrata and Purpurea, i. Gold 
coloured or yellow, and purple. The former foure Sidouiua Apollioaris 
hath comprised in his UenaecasyllabeB, thus ; 

I Mieatit ro/orf*, 

I Albiif cum venelo, trirvm ruberu'qut. 

Then shine these crewes and make a gallant shew 
la white, in blew, in greene aud roset hew. 

FroportioDBte they are unto the foure seasons uf the yeare ; white, 
to the Autumue ur end of Sommer, Watchet tu the winter, Greeue 
to the spring, aud Red to eommer, or as some would have it to the 
foure Elements. 

'' Physicians have observed three kiudH of dropsic. The iirst is 
AtciUt, wherein the belly duth swell with mucli water gathered 
betweene the inner skin or rine of the belly, and the cawle which 
lappeth the guts, and some wind withall, so named of daxit in Greeke, 
i. A bottle, because in turning of the bodie to a side, tlie water is per- 
ceived to shog iu the womb, like bh liquor In a bottle halfe full, when 
It is shaken. The second, 1\/nipanitai, wherein the belly is hoveo up 
^h wind especially, and some water among. Whereby it will sound 



TWELVE C^SARS 

like B taber or drum, if oae tamper upon it, and thereof it 
called. Tbe third Leucophiegmatia*, ana»arca, Bypotarca, in Idtin 
lnterow>, or Aqua iiUereutem, iu the proper signification', when the 
bodie all over is puffed up with water and wind ronniug b«tweene UiB 
fell and the flesh. And thereof as should seeme, died this Domitiiwr 



■ To wit, the nintli day after he was borne, on which they i 
name their sonnes. And as this day was called NominaRa, so 
was a g<iddesae forsooth, president of this complement and ceren 
whom they named Nundina. 



ring these solemnitiee in the Albana mount. 



■ The manner was, d 
(where the chiefe maeii 

Citie, some princi pall young Gentlemnn of the Nubilitie, before whom 
sitting judicially, causes of no great importance should be brought. 



>f the 



■ These youtlifull sports lavenaHa, or luvenakt ludi, were 
instituted by this Nero, privately in houses or gardens, and orch 
Wherein, of all degrees, agee and sexe» they dsunced and revelled. 

12 

■ The fabulous reports of Ladie Pasiphs wife to King Mil 
she was enamoured of a Bull, as also of Icarus the sonne of Uedalns, 
who would needs attempt to Hie iu the ayre, he well enough knuweu 
to them that are but meanely seene in Puetrie. 

'' lutcea cubieiilam eiim decidit. By Cubieutuni, he meaneth heere, a 
royall seat raised on high within that quarter of tlie Tlieater called 
Orche*lra, under a rich Tent or Canopie, where Emperors were wont 
to sit when they beheld such solemnities. These Pav-ilHous were 
called in Greeke ovpaMaxol (tawuirio in some sort resembling bed- 
chambers. 

° So named because they that wrestled, ran, or othei 
were naked, like as the place itselfe of such exercises thereupon 
the name Gymnasium. 

16 

* Full and formall suppers, whereto men were invited, and at which 
the guestes sate orderly marshalled according to their worth place, 
and were called rjeiia recta, and after this manner in other Princes 
daies were their favorites fea>!ted. In steed hereof came in Sportaitr, 
1. allowances given unto them, eyther in money, or cates, in recom- 
pence of their ordinarie salutations and attendance. 

'' As there were sundrie factions or crewes favouriziug this or that 

' Foi Caracliu^ Celsus atlributeth ibis name lo all Ihc kindes. 

270 
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ANNOTATIONS 



colour of the Cbariuttera, so were there likewise of Actours and NERO 
players, whereupon niiuiy roiots, outrages, Fraies and mtlrtbers were CLAUDIUS 
eommitted. C.ASAR 



■ It should seeme, that fur the uleodiag and triall of causes, such 
Tribunal seats, pues, benches and barrs, were erected at first, for the 
present occasion, and taken downe ngaine by certaiiie persons, who 
gathered therfore a rent of those that went to law. 



■> Divers Kings of Pontus were named Polemones an of ^^ypt 
Ptolemaii, whereupon the realms Pontus, is by X'tipisuus called 
Polemouiui, like as the Alpes Cottis of Cottius, 



It' 



Many had attempted this beside him : but all their cost and 
came to nought : oStui j(aXtTriii avfipimif ri Sila ^iu<nui8ai. 



' rijc ^vSavovmie itoviriKJjs ouitii XcSyov. 

'' lu respect of a former fleet, that was wont to come before, and 
bring newes of the eecond laden with marchandise and under saile. 
Therefore those ships were called navet Tabeilafite. Seneca, 

' BonAon, resembling either the buzziuj^Hnd humming noise of Bees, 
or the sound of trumpets. 

■* IitArieea, much after the manner of tliat rattling, which a sodaine 
shewre makes upun the tiles of an house, or the sound tliat crest tiles 
or gutter tiles moy make. 

' TeKtiU, to expresse the crashing of potsheards or earthen pots, 
clattering one against another. 

' Itmgnet jAnffaittima wma. In which sen.w we read of pingaet 
togas and Laeema. Vet some understand tliereby XiwapoirXoKdiiovr, 
i. whose lakes and foiz were so slicke and glib with sweet oyles, thut 
they shone againe. 

21 

■ For, so would he have it to be called. And Thraseas Pietus was 
judicially convented, and deeply charged, because he had never olTred 
sacrifice for that heavenly voice of his. Tacit 

'• Who was with child by her owue brother Macareus, whereupon 
her father .^^hia caused the childe new tiome to be cast before 
hungrie dogs ; and sent a sword to hie daughter lo kill her selfe 

" In revenge of his father Agamemnons deatti, by her murdered, 

__i jijj Jig fgij jujjj ^ furious kiude of deepe melancholic. 

) unwitting killed his owue father I 



tdded his o 



e mother locasta. 
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NBRO ' B^ putting on a garment uext his skinne, enveuomed with the 

CLAUDIUS poison of Nessus the Centaure, and so aeut uuto him as a token, from 
C^SAR his wife Deianira. 

24 

" It may be thought, that he then acted (Edipus or Creon or some 

other Kin^, and therefore carried in his hand a re^l staffe or Sceptre. 

Yet some iaterpret« this of a Lavrel rod or brauuch, such as Actors 

held in their handf while they sung. 

■* For, at Olimpia, were Gaines also of Criers, striving who could 
cry lowdest, for the prize. 

' These were called Hieroniat, as one would say, sacred victories, 
to witt at tlie solemne games in Greece, Nemea, Pythia, Istmia, aiid 
Oliropi*. 

2S 

■ Five thousand were there of these Gallants, bb Xiphilinus writetb, 

ready to applaud him when he chauuted. ■ 

■ 
" Me meaneth eyther a peruke and cap of countertait haire, K.6ia^\ 
ttipiSirovs, Dioni thereby disguising hitnBelfe .- the same that in C«Ij- ' 
gala he termeth" CapiUatiientum, or else some hood covering his head 
all save the eyes. Julius Capitolinus calleth it CueuUionrm, where- 
with the Emperour Verus played such parts by night, in imitation of ,i 
Caligula and Nero. 

'■ (/uintajia was a Gate or Street rather in the Roman Campe, 
wherein was usually kept, Forum rerum jilentiHum, in resemblance 
whereof, he termed a certaine place in his house (^uintana, in which 
lie made sale of such wares and commodities, as be had gotten together 
by rilling and robbing. 

" It appeareth by Tacitus, that this was Julius Moiitanus, wlio, 
albeit he had not sitten in counsell as Senator, yet was Latictapiiu, 
and wore the Senators Robe. Such Gentlemen were called Iim 
tecmtdi ordinU, in distinction uf those of the ImperiaJI bloud, 
oUierwise ueere allied unto the Bmperour. 

27 

' The manner was in old time to imploy the day in businesses, and 
therein to take no liberall meales, putting off the full refection, and 
cherishing of the hodie untill night Oonvivia dt die, argued Intem- 
perance, much more then feasting from noone to midnight. 

i> Anitubniarum. These tooke their name (as most eKpositors have 
conjectured), (piod cijva Baiat verwrfnlur. Yet some learned men of 
later time fetch the same from this Syriacke word Anbuhaiit, as if such 
were Syrian women, who being otherwise naughtie packes and collota, 
gat their living also by plaving upon certaine instruments of " 
which they brought with them out of their native couotrey. 

272 
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ANNOTATIONS 

• Copiu imitantium. Althou§^h Copre, properly be such women as NERO I 
keepe victual!i:ig liouses, readie norTShely to entertniae, but also to CLAUDIUS I 
invite and call in ffuestes, yet because these i^oiiiinoiily are verle bold C^SAR 
and unBhamefaced, this terme goeth indifferently for xtrumpetB and 
curtesana. For seldome shall a man lee an impudent woman that 
is nol withall incontinent, eo inseparably is modestie joyned with 
Cliastitie. 

^ Tbe corrupt text in this place hath given occasion of much 
obacuritie, and miniBtred matter enough for Critirke to worke upon, 
while some read Mellita, others Myrtitrichila. By which are ment 
certaine sweat junkets, as daintie wafers, etc. 

• This may be thought incredible, that banqueting conceits at one 
sitting should cost so much, and the aspersion of rose-water or other 
odoriferous liquors arise to more. Where is to be noted tlie observa- 
tion of some, who for oA Syrlio rotaria read aspereio ro*aTin, that is 
to say, the artiliciall besprinkling' and aromatizing (as I may so say) 
of banqueting rowmes, out of spouts and pipes, conveying odoriferous 
waters and oyles, going under the name oi Romria. Which spouts, if 
they were made of silver or gold, (as we read they were at the feast 
of Otho, when he gave Nero entertainment) might soone amount to 
that Bomme. To say nothing of the costly compound distilled waters, 
or extracts and oyles, themselves, drawen out of most pretious simples 
and spicea. 



^^Lftertl 



Titers he is named Pythagoras, so that it should leeme 
□e caneo iwo names. 

30 
■ A great Magician, whom he intertained thus royally, because he 
would have learned magicke of him. See Plinje . 

'' Whereas Augustus when he played at tfiia game, ventured no 
more, than for everie Talui, which were foure in all, a single denier. 
For it should seeme that the game of Tali lieere mentioned, was 
Pleiilobolinda, i. who could throw most with four Tali, whether the 
same were cockall bones in deed, or made of gold, silver or Ivorie, 
with foure sides, everie one representing a chaunce, an Ace or unitie 
and lire, a (rcy and qualre, opposite, one unto the other. For they 
wanted dfux and anque, which the Teiscra Cubug, or Die caryiug six 
faces, hath. 
° It is evident hereby, as also out of that verse of JuyeiuJ, 
Ut lali phttleria omneH et torguibtis amnet, 
iai these Fhalera were not Trappings and furniture belonging to 
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NERO horses, but some other orn&ments, wherewith footmen and horsi 
CLAUDIUS both were trimly decked. 
CMSAR ,jg 

• In this verbe Morari, there is couched a double sense, which gives" 
e (Trace uato this "pleasant scoffe. For, being a meere Latiu word, 
[dhnvine' " ' " ~ 



andlinvin^ the first Billable by nature short, it sijtiiiReth,~lo sluy o 
make lon e abo de: and taking it thus, Nero might be thought to imply 
thus nTuch, that Claudius Has now departed out of the companie of 
mortall men, and rBuoged among the heavenly wights. But take the 
game word, as Nero spake it, derived of jii/jov ' in Greeke, which 
signifyeth, A foole . and hath the first syllable long, it importeth, that 

(Claudius played the foole iio longer here in the world among meo. 
Read the little pamphlet of Seneca entituled aisntoKoKJjmiaa, if y^. 
wuuld see Clauoius depainted in his colours, and in a fooles CoatM 
which he, as it may appeare, composed of purpose to gratifie I^ero ii' 
that humour of his. 

'' The Greekes call this Kavtrrpan or ri&ov. And the Romans fa 
honour of their Princes, were wont to compasse the same all alxit 
with a wall of flint, or other durable stone, as marble. 

34 

* It may be it was in the same forme, tliat Justinus Martyr cit« 
out of Orpheua : 

dipas Vijti6(iTdi ff(3^Xot. 
Fortes opponite prqfiiiiU. 

Which Virgil in some sort hath expressed thus : 

Procul etie prefani. 
Aiid Claudian after him ; 

Greints removete projiini, 

37 

* The like example is reported by Vopiscus iu Aureliantu, who 
tooke woiiderfull delight in a mightie Eater *, that in one day before 
his uwiie table, devoured a wild bore full and whole, au hundred loaves 
of bread, a wethor mutton, and a pig. _ 

38 I 

■ This lambicke verse, as Dion writeth, n-as rife also in Hberius ' 
Cnisars mouth. 

*■ Albeit this word. Insula, beside the common signification of an 

Hand, is taken for an house standing entire by it selfe, a part from 

other, yet in this Author 1 observe that it is put els where for othec 

' lifaros. ' Phttgone. 
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houses also and tenemeDts let out to tenants by the oimera and NERO 

Laadlorda, who nre called Domini Intidaritm. And even in this CLAUDIDS^ 

acceptiun, it inny well f{oe in this place. C^SAR , 
" This toure Horace deacribetti, Carm. lib. 3, Od. 19, in theee 

I ' Moletn propinquam nvbibus arduit, etc. 

39 

' Which number Brisetb to ten thousand a moneth. A mortalitie 
nothinf^ compurabie to that which as Eusebius reporteth, reigned iit 
Rome in the daiea of Vespasiai), in which there died of the poHtilence 
ten thousand a day, nor to that in Coustantinople, when niaav dues, 
there were likewise ten thousand dead bodies caried forth. Procop. 
lib. 2, de belto pernko. 

'■ Such a rumor in deed ran rife, but iintrulf. Tacitue. 

° Orestes to revenge his father Agamemnous ileath wrought by 
Clftemnestra hie mother and JEgysthua the adulterer, murdered her. 

■' Alcmwoii Bonne of Ampliiaraus and Eriphyle, killed her, bycause 
ehee hod contrived his fathers death. 

< JEneas caried his old father Aucbises upon his shoulders out of 
the tyre of Troy when it burned. Here it to be Tioted the duple sense 
of the verbe \_3uetulil] in oae and the same Latin verse: for in the 
former place, itliTgniiietli to Kill, or make away, as Nero did fa Is mother, 
in the later, to take upaudcary, us^neas did his father. Tbisyeeldeth 
an elegant grace in Latin, and cannot so well be expressed in JSnglish. 

' Apollo was sumamed Paan of iraJfii' in Greek, which eignifieth 
to striJio, or of iru^ii', to ease nud allay paiue, as being a God, that 
both sendeth diseases, and also cureth them. But commonly the 
Romaines terme him so, in this latter and better sense. He is styled 
likewise Hecateheletes in Greek, which is as much, as shooting or 
wounding from ufarr. In these abstruse significatious a:id obscure 
termes therefore this Epigram implyeth thus much : That whiles Nero 
in the habit of A pollo plaieth upon the barpe. and would seeme to be 
a milde and gratious Prince : the ParthianKing with bow and arrowea 
representing Apollo likewise, endauugered the Empire of Rome, and 
all, through the s upine negligence of Nero geven to his Musick and 
other vanities excessively. 

( This is meiit by tliat huge houiie of Neroes building, and hath a 
reference to that desolate estate of Rome, when it ^as sacked and 
fyred by the French, after the imfortunate battiiile of Allin, what time 
the Romaines were in consultation to abandon the Cittie and departe 
to Veil, there to inhabite. 

'^ It seemeth that Nero in his Poeme eatituled Troica, had used to 
chaunt of Nauplius the father of Falamedes, who abid many calamities 
himselfe, and m reven^ of his sonnes death, wrought much mischiefe 
'" '' The Cynicke therefore, noteth t' - . - - - 



o for abusing his owne good parts iu perpetrating all wicEeonesse, 






spending his treasure so dissolutely. 



i^ 
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NBRO ' 'Eppucro ifi Kal i-yiouv, oBri Xt'ytiV oCrt diovdv, dyaSoii, du y^ 

CLAUDIUS npoaiorm SXXoic, oSrt jjiXXon-it ti vpamir, Taira Xtynvtrur 
C^SAK Si-0p<imoi, dXXa uwahiTToiityoi aXX^Xcov, tat wpds Swrou rpiiriificwoi. 
Artemidor. lib. 1, cap. uU, 

^ By Orcus, or Pluto, taken for the God of Hetl or the Grave, U 
understood death, iu this place, readie to seize upon the Senstours, 
whose overthroir Nero had intended. Now, well knuwne it is, that 
the manner was then, among the KomanB, as at this day with us. to 
carp forth tlieir dead with the feet forward. 



40 
■ It should seeme, this auawere was delivered iu these words : 

'E^Kotrritv cror TpiirKniiiKiirDim ^vXdrrou. 

Of sixtieth yenre (1 doe thee reed) 

And thirteenth more, see thou take heed. 



Wherehy Apollo (for his oblique aunswers rigtatlp of the Greeks 
termed Loxius) or the DJvell liimselfe, whether you will, playing; with 
him in a two-fold and ambiguous conetructiun, (as his manner woa) 
deluded him. For wliiles he rested xecure, dreaming still of the 73 
years, which he supposed was meant of his owne age, and which he 
was farre short of, he fell into the hands of Galha, a mao iudeede of 
those yearea. 



' Rome was wont to be served of come from Alexandrea in .^gypt, 
in the time of dearth especially, when Cicilie," otlierwlse reckoned 
Horreum populi Komani, i. the people of Romes Gamer, was not able 
to furnish tbeni. Now, when in steede of corne long expected, there 
arrived certaine saile from thence fraught with diut and ukod for the 
sports of his gallants : no mervaile if ul the discontentment and heart- 
burning of the people conceived against Commongers and such as 
made gaine by the acarcitie of graine, redounded upon Nero and his 
Courtier*. 

* NCi' yAp iW ayar. The end of some Trinietro or Seiiarie lambicke 
verse in a Trogeilie. 

' yiiv 6(1 Anvwiv •) (Xicu', i. Now 'tis high time to drive or draw. 
In both which BmpreHes, by a most tart and bitter Sarcatmtu, is taxed 
his excessive love of Charioting. 

■> The speech of tHe people, or of his mother, who could not 
reclayme him. 

° As a Paricide or Killer of Parents, etc., whose judgement was to 
be sowed quicke within a lether budge, etc. 

' There is not only an Homouyme In the word ['?aito1 signifying the 
French Nation, and the crowing cocks, but an AmphJboIie aJJso in the I 
sentence : whereby it may be understood, eyther that Nero with his ' 
chauntiog, had awakened the French, who began now to revolt, u not 
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!kble any longer to endure his eongR : or that the French awakened NERO 
him, t« beetirre himselfe and looke batter about him : as if they were CLAUDIUS 
the Cockea indeed, to raise him out of his drowsie Eecuritie. C'iESAR 

* The ambig-uitie of this word fMndex], implieth both a private 
chastiser of servants for their faults, and also C. Julius Vindex, a 
revenger of publicke injuries, and amaintainerof thecommonlibertie. 
^Vho now had taken Armes against Nero, 

4e 

' Auspicia, albeit they property do eignilie presaging tokens d^ 
livered by birds: yet the Eequenco aud circumstance of this passage, 
lead us rather to some other uncouth prodigies and strauiige sightea. 

*■ Nero was sembjably dietained, iu another kinde : as having 
r roordered his Father Claudius ', his mother Agrippina, aud his two 
I wives Octavia and PoppKo. 

47 

» A cmlatura carminam Homeri. Which if wee straine a little, may 
be Eaglished thus, for the workmanship and engraving upon them, 
out of Homers verses. Alluding to that standing massie cup of 
Neators, described by Homer in the eleventh of his llitu. 

>> An halfe verse out of Virgil, 12 jBneid. The words of Tumus 
unto his sister Juturna. 

" Although there were divers PreBfechiree in iEgypt, called Nomi, 
as one wouJd say, Shiros or Divisions, as appeareth in Plitiie, 5 lib. 
cap. 9. Yet by this place is to be understood the Presidencie over all 
^^rypt, which by the institution of Augustus, was ordinarily conferred 
uDon some Gentlemen of Rome. By which, it appeareth, he would 
play at small game rather than sit out. 



ANNOTATIONS UPON 
SERVIUS SULPITIUS GALEA 



* Thb like narration i 
B ^ebane, a Cynic^k Phylos' 



reported of llijiparche aud Crates the 



' Tetiera data. How ever this word [Tessera] in our Author hath 
P'.ether significations, to wit, of a watchword, a Higiiall, a Tally or 
'~ ' ' etc. Yet here verily, it seemcth to be put for a Precept or 

' Who adupted him. 
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by word of moutb onto 

issed through the campe, 



Commauii dement, whether it v 
SULPITIUS those that stood uext, or in writing, &iid » 
GALBA it matloreth noL 

'' It may appeare, that Gtetulicus tlieir former General], had allowed 
his Souldiere more libertie and pastimo. ~ 



• These were alw called Tatii, by Tacitus, of Tatius K 
Sabiues. 

'' They too)<o their DHme of AiigustuH : like as other orders a 
wards, as Flavians, etc., uf the Emperours following. 

10 

' In habit of a woman, and with wi:ige3, holding fonh a garland If 
the right hand, and bearing in her left an Olive brau&ch : a ' 
seene in many Antique coyues. 

*> A trunctie of a tree, or post erected : upon which bong t 
Armour and apparell of euemieis slatne aud despoiled. 

U 

' During which time, were held the festival] dales of the Satumai 
Newe yeares tide and others. 

19 

• They used in olde time such cursces (in 8te«d of brest platesj* 
made of linnen wehbs, folded eighteene times and more. For, so 
Nicetas Acomiuatus, lib. 1 lierum Iiraaci Angeli writeth : ^piOfuivvro St 
tls otTOKtudtica Kai naXilu iitpaiiuiToc aunTvyfiara: which fuulds being 
throughly steeped and soaked in viniger or Austere wine, with salt 
put thereto, and nfterwardes well driven and wrought together in 
manor of Felt, became so stiffe, and an Armour uf so good proofe, 
us Kai &tXovt (itrai navros oTtyayirrtpov, I. as that it would checke the 
dint of any dart or shot whatsoever. 

** As touching the Souldier thus reprooved by Gulba, it was Julius 
AtticuB, as Tacitus writeth, one of those who went under the name of 
iSpicuJafonUjX^ ill-men : or SpcculiUorrt rather, as some would hare 
it, employed in Fspiall, executions, etc. aa hath before beeue noted. 
Heere aliiO in the clause, Diniota paganorum lurba, is to be understorfB 
tlie multitude uf the people and couimon sort, who were not Souldi 
For eo Pagani are taken, as in opposition to Miiites. 



■ These Aurei among the Romans were valued at one hundn 
Sestertii a peece, so as in round reckoning they may goe for our o 
Edward Star-lleals, or lifteene shilling peeces. For, by exact C< 
pntatiou, one of them arisetb to fifteene shillings, seven pence hal 
penie, the fourth port just, of the Roman pound, (couteyuing t 
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hnndred Deniera or Atticke Drachmea} wbicfa m&keth three pound, SERV1C8 

tvo Bhillings sixe pence starling. SULPITIUS 

'' Tliis place where Patrobiua was eiecuted, and into which they GALBA 
Ryiag their heads, who by cummaundement of the CosarH were put t 
death, was called Seilertius. Plutarch. 
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ANNOTATIONS UPON 
MARCUS SALVIUS OTHO 



1 



ithoul the Rampyer and precinct of the Campe, where was 
the ordinarie place of execution : nor by the miniaterie of a Centurioii, 
who by order waa deputed, tu see Justice done ; but in Ihe rerie face 
and most frequented quarter of the Campe called Priitcipia, not farre 
from the Lord Generals Pavilion, and where the Principall Captainea 
quartered and lodged : wherein also, the maine Standard named the 
JEgle and other militarie ensiles of the bandes and cohorts were 
kept : even in hia owne aight being Genernll, whose manner was not 
to be present 



* This rude and grosse kinde of sport was tbereupoi 

not unlike to that pastime with us in some place calle< 
and else where, the vanning of dogs. 



called Sagalio, 
the canvasing. 



■ For, after that by commaun dement of Nero, he and Poppeea, were 
in some sort put asunder, he sullicited her as being his owne wedded 
wife to keepe htm compauie, which, in regard of ner marriage with 
Nero, was held Adulterie. 

a 

* A Columne erected in the upper end or head of the Fontm 
Bamanutn : at which, all the principall high waies in Italy began, with 
directions therein engraven, to everie gate of the Citie, leadiug unto 
the said highwaies. 



■ Some read, for dvXoIc airvkoit, to no good sense at alt. But the 
former, accordeth well with Juvenalj Satyr. 11. Who to the siune 
effect Boilh : 

Notccada eet mentura turn, 

279 
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HARCD8 and proverbiaUy implfeth thus much, that he wag not ai 
SALVIUS the Empire. 
OTHO 8 

• Gtrmaniciani exercititt. Which served in Campe, i 
Souldiers in Germauiej whether thef were Romanes, GentiBiieB or any 
other Auxiliaries from AsBOciate Nations, it skilled not 

^ The manner was, tlint who soever enterprised a warre-voyage should 
enter into the Chappell of Mars, where hnn)^ the sacred Scutcheons 
or Shields called AtuHlia, and first Btirre them, atier that, shake the 
^eare also of Mars, aud Bay with all Mam, Vigila, i. Awake Alars. 
This had Otho done, liut sccordint; to the religioua ceremonie, not 
bestowed them quietly Eigaine in their places. 

12 
■ This t^esd was made of Beane and Rice flower, of the finest 
wheat also, a verie Ptilothrum as the rhyaiciana terme it, or a 
Oepilatorie, to keepe haire from growing-, especially being wet and 
abakeHn some juyce orliquor appropriate therefore, as the Moud of 
hats, frogs, or the Tunie fiah, ete. To this effeminacie of Otho, 
alludeth the Satyricall Poet Juvenal ' in this ver 



Et prettiim in facf 



a digitu extenders pantm. 



ANNOTATIONS UPON 
AULUS VITELLIUS 



tid Qoitit^^H 



' Some read Sectionilnu el Suturit : expounding it thus, as if his 
Sonne had been not a cobler, but a shoomaker indeed, occupied 'm 
cutting of new shoes and sowing them together. 

'> These kinde people, so double dilitrei it about the feminine Be» R. be 
fitly called good womens-meu ; aud doting overmuch upon llieir wives, 
Uxorii iu Latin, as one would sav Bridegroomes still. Such an one 
Seneca makes report he knew, who could not endure to be without 
his wives company, one miiiute of an houre ; and if upon nereasitie he 
went abroad into the towue, yet would he take witb aim a stomacher 
of hers, and weare it ever next his heart, etc 

I Satynt. 



ANNOTATIONS 

' No doubt the same iras KsmiBhed with Cold, rich stoDM and AXJIXM^ 
pretioua pearleB. See P!in. lib. it,, cap. .35. VITELLIO 

■' It may be fathered it was Hemiplegia, which we call the dead 
Palsey, takiag the one side of the hodie, and mont commoul}' enauiiiK 
upon ati Apoplexie, if it were not the verie Apoplexie it selfe, (which 
is none other but an UDivereaU palsey} cousidering the quicke diapstcb 



11 

" So called, of an infortunate battaile fought that day neere tlie 
river Allia : in which, the Romans were overtlirowne by the French : 
who following the train of their victory, advanced tlieir ensignes to 
Rome, forced the Cltie, and put it to the SBcke. 

'■ Home read /)e Domtnico, i. out of Dominicus, for bo it may seeme, 
was the booke of Neroes Canticles entituled, alluding to himselfe, who 
would be called Rerum Dominut, ■', Lord of the world. 

13 
* ComeliuB CelsuB findeth no fault with Aeclepiades, who con- 
demned vomiting, O^ffmnit earum cmuuetudine, qui quotulig eiieiendo 
vorandi faeullalem moliuntar, i. as utterly diHliking their manner, 
who by daily casting up their gorge, seeke to enable themselves 
for beastly gourdmandise. And to the same purpose he saith : 
Iituit tuxuria causa fieri non oportere, i. That this ought not to be 
put in use, for to maintaine riotous eicease. He admonisheth also, 
Ne qvit qui valere et neneiKere ivlel, hoc quotidinntim faciatf That no 
man who desireth to live long and in health would make it a daily 
practise. But Seneca reprovetli auch verie aptly in these words : 

>E'iant III I'Oittanf, ivmuiil ill edauC. 
TTiey eat, to vomit, and they vomit, to eat. 
^ If .Scarus were not the guilt head, a delicate fish no doiiht it was 
in tliciseflaies, and better esteemed than the Acipeuser, i. the Stiirgion. 
It cheweth cud, and hath plaiue t«eth to grind withall, not Indented 
like a combe or saw. 

14 

' Vrrncnii* or ixnculU, or divinaculiji : all to one sense, Such as will 

take upon them to tell fortunes, etc. Women of this proferaion 



Apuleius termeth vemtrieef. 

'' Bouiim faHum. The usuall preface O 
Edicts and ProclamationB, Boni pminis eau 

2:NN 



preamble premised before 
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15 

VITELLIUS s gy ijijg ceremouie, he seemed to resigne up iiia Empyre. 
16 
' Making semblance thereby, that he was fled oud gone, for, tlip 
manner was, at tlie Porters lodge doore, if no bodia were within, to 
tie up a mastive dog, for to give warning abroad if Hiiy n)an came. 
And not farre trom the said lodge, such a dog, with a chaine, i 
UBUAlly painted upon the wall, with these words, in great letters : 
Oave, Gatie Caiiem, i. Beware, Beware the Dog. 
18 
■ He meaiieth that Gallag GalUanreui, or dunghill cocke, that before 
had perched upon his head aud shoulders, alluding to the French, 
who are likewise uamed Galli. 



ANNOTATIONS UPON 
PLAVIUS VESPASIANUS AUGUSTUS; 



I 



' Which hod a border or broade RBfd about it, embroidered wi 
purple studdes like naile-beada, and Uierefore was called Lalas clavt 
and thereupou. Senators tliemselves, Lalklavii. 



" In liew of ijivWofioXia : for, in token of love and affection they 
should have heaped upou him gay flowers, greene leaves and pleasant 

*■ Tliis, no doubt, had relation to the prophesie of tlie True Meseias, 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ The very words imply no lease, according 
with these out of Holy Scripture ; 'Ee o-oi; ((cXivfrtrai 6 iyov/MMc, 
etc. Read Joseph. 6 book, chap. 31, of the destruclioa of Jerusalem. 



■ There is an hill of that name in Judiea. And because answers 
had beetle given tram thence, and nothing there was to be seene, 
neyther Image of a God, nor Temple, but a bare Altar, and the rever- 



ANNOTATIONS 



euce onely of the place, both Tacitus and Suetonius hy the name of FLAVIUS 
CanneluB, call that unkuuweu God unto them, who reienetli for VESPA- 
ever. SIANUS 

'' Ttia sight, and the other following, betokened soveraigntie unto AUGUSTUS , 
Vespaaiaii, who warred then in the East countries, Judffia and Syria. 

■ This Ba9ilide» seemeth rather to have beene some Priest, or 
principall man of note, and not Libertim, i. hia freed man, as Home 
copies hare. But who ever he was, to the setting forward of this 
dissigoement of Vespasian, Xamen et omen rrat. 

10 

' Out of the 35 Tribes of Rome, were chosen certaine Judges or 
Commissioners, named Ceiitumvirx, to wit, out of every Tribe three, 
and albeit their number arose to an hundred and five, yet roundly 
they went for an hundred, and bo were called. Tliese I «ay, being 
ordmned Stditibus jvdifandU, determined private and civiil matters 
betweene man and man, de Tentamentii:, StiUiddiUy and such like of 
no great moment. They put forth or erected a epeare in the place 
where they sate in Jurisdiction : whereupon their court wag named 
Hatta CerUumtaralU. 

13 

■' Alluding to the name Cynicua. For these Philosophers tooke this 
ilenomiiiation (.lynicks, eyther of their dogged and currish demaund, 
or of a place where they taught and disputed, called Gynosarget. 

IG 
" HTiich in Augurtus Ctesars time amounted to twelve hundred 
thousand Setlfrlii : triple to the worth of a Roman KnigliL 



' As namely, Pueroi Symphoniacos, etc. Choristers or quiristers 
with most sweet breaths and pleasant voyces, etc. 

'' For, then had women tlieir Salurnaiia, like as the men in 
December. Those festival I lioli dales were called Matnmalia, in 
memoriatl of Ladie Hersilia and other noble Uames, who in old 
time upon that day, interposed themselves as Medtatrictt, betweeue 
the Romans and Sabines, readie to strike a most bloodie battell. 

19 
' This is reprehended by Cornelius Celsus, lib. 2, cap. 14, in these 
words, Neque audiendi runl, qui numero finiunt, quaties ali^uU prrfri- 
candut eat : lllud mim ex viribui hominu ecUigendum est. 
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FLAVIUS 

VESPA- 
SIANUS 
AUGUSTUS G^^^H„„, 



To be caried between men in a chayre or seat called thereupon 
geataloria, or Lfciica. Celsus reukonetb sundrie sortu of tLie 
wit, Nam, LeiMica, Scamno, fehtcuio. 



fita. 

'' Prtetextnta verba, by the figure Autiphntsis, are put for such words 
as beseemed not either the mouth or the eares of Prtetextati, i. youtlis 
weU borne, and of jrentle bloud descended ; who, in truth, should be 
modest and maidenlike : and in like manner, prixtexlaii morcM, signifie 
Ruch behaviour. 

° Noting him for hia ridiculous vauitie ; which tjiXaipas in Greeke 
doth signifie. 

'' Or, if ye read before, [perdutUa] it must so stand in the Page of 
expenses, to this sense, laid out, for, or to Vespasian beloved : as if he 
had given her a reward for loving him, whereas she should have given 



22 



" Some read, i 



e natQ, that is 



^7, < ^ ^, 

<• A peei^e of a verse in Homer, Riad 7, spoken there of Ajax, 
advancing forward to fijclit with Hector, unto whom, or to whose loiig 
pike rather, he likeneth this gaugrell. 

' Eyther of Fullers, Walkers, and Diers, who gathered and occupied 
much thereof about tlieir clothes, or else, for the tubs that commonly 
Btoode in od comers and noukes of the streets, to receive every n ^'^ 
water, that he made as he went 



■ At tlie foresaid Cutilite, which was a naturall bath in the Sabinea 
country, of mediciuable waters, howbeit exceeding cold. Plin. lib. 31, 
cap. 31. 



ANNOTATIONS 

ANNOTATIONS UPON 

TITUS FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS 

AUGUSTUS 

■ A P1.A0B in Rome ro called of a building there, which stood upon 
Mven coursea of Culumnes or PilUra, arising all round and higner 
every one than other, in maimer of so many circles or girdles. 

'' He meaneth not a Physiognomer, who hath talcen upon him by 
inspection of eyes, forehead, face, etc., to tell ones nature and dis- 

rition : such an one as Zopyrus viaa, who noteil Socrates for to 
by iisturall iQcIination a wanton lover of women : but a fortune 
teller, by looking on the ibreliead onely. Such as in these dales, by 
the art of Palme^rie, fof'sooth, can assure fotke, how long they shall 
live, and what not. If they do but see lines in the palmes of their 
hands, or by feaxe In the forehead, will say, how many wives a man 
■hall have, etc. As vaine as those, who by counting the letters of the 
husband and the wives name, will cooiiilently prououuce, whetlier of 
them shall burie the other. 



TITUS 
FLAVIUS 
VESPA- 
SIANUS 
AUGUSTUS 



I * By titles in this place, and many others of Suetonius, are to be 
F naderetood inscriptions, testifying for what considerations such Statues 
were erected. Such also were usually set up at publicke executions, 
to shew the offences and causes why any suffered. A thing usual] 
among the Romanes in their government, in what Province so ever, 
as may appeare by that which stood ujion the Crosse of our Saviour 
Christ. 



Hie ubi 



velocia 1 



I* Of these B^nes, with what speede 1 
Hartialis writetli thus : 
the 



d celerity tliey were finished, 
unera, Thtrmaa. 



I ■ Dooing them thus much credit in the eyes of the world, u to give 
B^tike allowance and approbation, or otherwise, of the weapons wherewith 




TITUS 

FLAVIUS 
VESPA- 

SIANUS 
AUGUSTUS 
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thef should light. For, in this sense mny Ornsments b« taken : 
rather, because some copies have Fitrramenta. Or this place may be 
understood of other furniture, aa well as arnies, wherwith they should 
come Hppointed into the listes. 



" 'lliis liath beene observed tQ all a^es, to fore-ruune the de« 
of some Prince. Thus, before the end of Julius Cssar, i '"" 
writeth, 

A'an alias lata occideruTit pliira serenu 

Fiiigura, etc, 
Horace likewise. 



Our owne Chronicles' also exempUlie no lesse. To say nothing « 
the fresh resemblance of that, which happened with us three yeii~~ 
unce, in July. 

10 
" Some write, and TietceB by name, that hee was poysoned wid 



ANNOTATIONS UPON 
FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS 



° This was some Satyricall Poeme, of which Juvenalis writeth thiuil 
Improbio r salyram acribente C'iiurdo, 



'' A vestment of white linuen, after the ma 
such priests thereupon were oHmed Linigeri. 



' Toga Orircanica. Wliich is spoken icaTaxpitmKas, pro chlaitt 
a cloake or loose cassocke. For Toga was Rwnanorum. 



' PhiloEtratus nlledgetli anotlier reason of this Edict, namely fi 

* A little before the death of king Heniy llie second. 



ANNOTATIONS 

th«t mnny seditiout broyles and commolions were occBoiuued hj FLAVtUS 
drunkennesse. DOMl- 

'' Or rather, as Casabonus expoundeth [gemittari railra] that two TIANUS 
legioQB should not eiicampe ia one leaguer. For, the pollicie of warre 
found the Bnme alwaies dangerous, in regard of mutinies, that hy 
occasiou thereof miffht ari«e. Souldiers, as Dion uriteth, irpot rfit 
o^iv roO tiXljBovt <T<t>ai/ flpoffvfovrai, i. Seeing their owne DumberB great, 
grew tn be stout and malapert. 

'' For, before time, it was thought good Policy, that aouldlers should 
lay up a portion of their donative, about the Ensignes withiu tJie 
campe, and not spend all their etocke, (which commonly they are 
given unto,) whereby they might be put in minde to fight more vali- 
antly, and not to forsake their colours, so long as they had somewhat 
to save or loo»e. 

8 

" Namely, to be buried quicke under the ground, that is to say, to> 
be let dowae into some grot or vault, and there to be aterv^ to 

10 
■ Patrem-JamiJiiu, J. A good honest Citizen of Rome, such as came 
to behold the Games. 

'' Under these tyrauuicall Emperours of Itome, tliat favorized, some 
this faction of Fencers and CliarJot-rlders, others that, it was high 
Treason and Impietie, fur men to speake a word, not in open place 
oneiy and iu the Theatre, but also at home in their houses, even in table 
taike, in commendation of the advene tikction, by way of comparison. 
Martial inviting a friend to hisbourd, and promising that no mirth and 
free speech at meat should turne him to any dauiiger and displeasure, 
I writetli thus unto him, 

B De Pnuino conviva meus voittiloque loqaatur : 

B A'ot facient quenquam pocula nostra ream. 

' Now, it is to he understood, that Domitius affected the fensers called 
Mirmilloneii, ngairist the otliers named Thracet or ThTtcim, whom bis 
brother Titus favoured. 

= By Parmulariiis understand, him that speaks favourably in the 
bebalfe of those fencers, named Parmitlarii, of the little bucklers, 
whervith they were armed : otherwise called Tkrecet, (as one would 
say Thracians, whose armature they had) in opposition of others 
which were the Minaiilonet, who were otherwise appointed after the 
French fashion, and therefore tooke the name otherwhiles of Galli, 
and so Is that verse of Horace to be expounded, Thraj: an Gallina Syro 
part As touching blasphemie, no mervalle, if these Tyrants taking 
upon them to be Gods heere upon earth, held everie word derogstorie 
any waies unto their Majestie, high Treason and impietie, 
° Domitian and other aach monsterous Tyrants, as nainetv < 
vied all pertons and things that were excellent. It b* 
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PLAVIUS fore Lamiu to bo silent, mid to disDtmule vhat lie thought, ns well ■ 
DOMI- he might ; although, for griefe of heart, happily, hee could not cha 
TIANUS hut fetch « secret sigh to himselfe with a Hru, i. Hebu. 

12 

' I observe a double acoeption of this word Cwsar, in this Historie 
peimed by Suetonius. First, for a Doble house in Rome whereof Julius 
Ciesar Dictator wiis descended. ^Vhose line, eyther in bloud or bf 
adoption, were called Cvsares. And in this sense it is truly said, that 
Progenif* CtFuarum in Nermu deficit, i. that the race of the CRssn 
was extinct in Nero. And in this sense the heires apparent of the 
Emperours in that line were named Cssars. Secondly, for all the 
Soverugne Emperours of Rome after Julius Cesar, So Oalba and the 
regt, his succesaora were stiled Cesares. 

'' This exaction levied of ttie Jewes, which he calleth ludaicum 
fiteura, was for the profession and exercise of the religion within 
Rome : who, as Xiphiiinus witnesaeth, were permitted before, by Ve»- 
pasian his fatlier to observe the rites and ceremonies of their owne 
religion, paying an yearely Tribute, to wit, a Didrachme. J. t^ro Roman 
deniers, or fifteene pence with us. And so the Christians afterwardea 
for a time had the same ladolgence. 

13 

■ In wtae copies are inserted tliese word*, Aremn tt CaMtiem, 
no eeuse, unlesse ye would have him thereby noted, for his boldent 
and fall of hayre, which some Physicians csll 

15 

" This PlaviuB Clemens is thi 
convert to the Jewish Religion 

mortified, and making conscience to do evill, he was reputed 
minded, and as Suetonius saith, amtempiiitimtr infrli/F. Imputati 
charged by I'aganes upon Christians, and the true servants of God^ 
for their (|uiet cariageand modest behaviour. 

'' Whose Sonne, I would not else, he would lie thought, as 
one to death, because in his publike prayers he had not made mentii 
of him, as the sonne of Minerva. Philostratus, lib. 7. 

17 

■ Little Images, which Piiiiiims devoutly kept and worshipped, (a 
the Tutelore C^ds of their bedchamber) within a certaiue Closet callef 
Lararium. 



Sht to have beene a Prosetite, and' 
y reason whereof, being somewhat 



i 



' Ot Chrislisnity rather. 
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there was nothing lesse id him, ao that it was rather 
visnrd and maske, under which was couched a tnoa 
nature, as being by the judgement of Tacitus more sanguinarie than 
Nero. For whereas Nero, nubiraxit ocuIok, iustit^ii: icnltra, non apeeta- 
vil, tub Domitinno pnecipua miaenanim par* erat oideri el atpici, eum 
denolandit lot hominum paltoribus, tufflceiYl ttrvaa ille Domiliani vultua 
et rubor, quo ge rmntra pudorem muniebat. A flushing red therefore is 
not atwues a signe of grace. 

20 

' At Alexandria in .^gfpt, was that famous Librarie of King Ptole- 

mffius Ptiiladelphus and the uther PtulameeR his prof^enitors and 

successors, contemning to the number well neere or 7OOOO0 bookes. 

AuL Gel. Noet. Attic, lib. 7, cap. 17. 



• Acclamations must be restrained heere to the worse sense, for all 
manner of Curses and Detestations, such a» before were taken up by 
the people in this tune, Tiberiutn tn Tibarim, and afterwards by the 
Senate, against Commodus, that wicked Emperor, in these termes, 
ffotCi patrim himore* ddrnkantar, paricida Irahalur, hostiii deorum, air- 
nifiuB letialuB unco Irahalur, in ipoliario ponalar, ric. 

'■ Nerva, Trajanus, Hadrianus, etc Of whom Seztus Aurelius 
writeth thua: Quid Nerva prudentmn nut moderatiutf Quid Traiano 
divinitu f Quid prailanliut Hadriano ? 



THE HISTORIE OF 



AN INDEX TO THE HISTORIE 
AND MARGIN ALL GLOSSE' 



A IN AOSIPPA, i. 163. 

Acccoius, i. 37. 

Acilius for his Talour compared with 
Cynegims, i. 64. 

Acioames, ii. azo. 

Actiack tultailc and victory, i. 93, 94. 

Actouts upon the Stage, and Cham- 
pions in what maimer chasticed, 

Ad aniliam, i. 211 h. 
Adminius, Cinabelinus sonoe, ii, 39. 
Adulleric punished, i. no, 199. 
i^gysthua the adulterer, i. 52 n. 
j^lianus genllyiepioied by Augustus, 

i iz6. 
£tius Lamia put to death by Domi- 

tiao, ii. 245. 
-tnobarbi, ii. 98. 139; the reason of 



Alauda, the Legion why so called, 

i. 31 "■ 
Alexandrines salute Augustus, i. 1&4. 
Amethyst colour and purple in giaine 

forbidden, ii. 126. ~ 

Amphitheatres three, i. 111. 

Aneilia, ii. iSl. 

Anicetus sUndreth himseUe 

Oclavia, ii. I^l, 132. 
Anna Perenna, 1. 73 n. 
AHlUatoHt!, bookes so called, 

57- 
Antistius Labeo, his fhtnke-spcecb 

Auguitui C^sar, i. 128, 
Antonia, daughter of Claudius, killed 

by Nero, ii. 132. 
M. Anlonius vanquished by Augustus, 
.93; killelhhiRiselfe, i. 94; taxed 



I 



Afranius his Iteacherie, i. 68. 

Agraria law, 1. J?. 

Agrippa, Nephew to Au^lus, in 
disfavour, i. 136 ; he is slajne, 
L 190, 

Agnppina, wife of Gemmnicus, per- 
secuted by Tiberius Oesaj, i. 212; 
pined to death, ibid. 

Agrippina, daughter of Germanicus, 
wedded to Claudius Oesnjr her own 
Unkle, ii. 91 ; enamoured upon 
Galba,ii. 158; mother of Nero, by 
him killed, ii. 130. 

AJax, i. 152. 



CxsoT, honour 
i. 132. 

Anticyra the Isle, ii. 44. 

Apellei an Acioi, whipped by Cali- 
gula, iL 30. ■" 

Apotionius Molo, i. 17. 

Apollo Palatinus his temple, i. lOS 

Apollo Sandaliarius, i. 130. 

Apollo Temeniles, i. Z19. 

Apollo tntonsus et intpsiicin'rn, 

IJOIl. 

Apollo Tortor, i. 141. 
ApoUodorus of PergamuB, i. 154. 



of the 



=1 will he found in ibe fo 
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I'Aponiug Saturninus confined by Cali- 
I gula, ii. 35- 

■ Appatell of RoDume Citizens, i. ii6. 
r Appiua Cxcus, i. 171. 

Appius Claudius Regillanus, i. 171, 

Apragapolis an Isle, i. 164. 

Ararus the Philosopher, i. 154. 

Atiotrtas, i. 43 n. 

Asclepiade! Mendesius, i. 158, 

Aaclelario, it famous Asliotoger, ii. 
353 ; killed by DooiitiBn, ibid. 

Asellius SabiDus, his Dialogue, i. 



196. 

katoytipipiu, i. 58 n. 

Asinius PoIIio cotnptaineth of the 

Troic'fighl, i. llg. 
Asprenas Nonius in quealion (or 

poison, i. 129. 
Asses what peeces of money, i. 156. 
Aitacte, ii. IJ3 n. 
AatrologerB misliked by Tiberius 

Cesar, i. zo3. 
Attuia, i. 163. 
Atalania and Meleagec's picture, i. 

Aterg»le, ii. iw h. 

Atia, Ihc mother of Augustus, i. S3 ) 
thought 10 bee conceived by a Ser- 
pent, i. 15S; herdieame, Aid. 

yttrium what it is, i. 105 m. 

Alrium Littrtalis, i, 105 n. 

Augurie of Salus, i. 107. 

Augusta what they be, L 85. 

Augustus Cesar upbraided for his 
base Parentage, i. 83 ; his birth, i. 
84 ; his pedigree, i. Sa ; suroamed 
Thurinus, L 85 ; sumamed C. 
Caesar, etc., iHd. ; his towardly 
yoDoe yearet, L 86; a student in 
ApoUonia, iiid. ; his five civil 
wanes, i. S7 ; hee rever^gelh his 
Unkle Julius Cesars death, ibid. ; 
hee sideth against M. Autonius, 
the_ Trinmvir, iiid. ; his victory 
against Pansa and I^lutius, i. 88 ; 
he puiteth the Nursines to a line, 
i. 89; hee entreth societie ofTtium- 
virale with Antonie and Lepidus, 

i Hid. ; hii bloudy cruelty, i. 89, 90, 



91 ; be hardly escaped murdering, INDEX 
i. 90; his dangers at sea, i. 91, 92 ; XO THE 
by loiid, i. 92 ; hee deposed and HISTORIE 
confined Lepidus his Colleague, 
ibid, i he disgraced M. Antonius, 
i. 92 i his moderate cariage toward 
M. Anionius, i. 93 ; he vanquisheth 
M . Antonius, ibid. ; he forceth 
Alexandria in i^pt, ibid. ; hee 
caused Antonie and Cleopatra to 
be honourably buried, i. 94 ; be 
cleusetb the river Nilus, i. 94, 95 ; 
in danger of many conspiracies, 
i. 95: his foiroine warres, i. 96; 
not desirous of lai^e dominion, 
iiid.; his moderation, whereby hee 
won many nations, i. 96, 97 ; his 
triumphs, i. 97 ; his sorrow for the 
losse of Quintilius Varus, i. 98 ; hi* 
miiilary Discipline, ibid, t his 
manner of rewarding Sonldiours, 
i. 99; his offices of Estate, i. 100, 
loi ; his cruelty in the time <A 
Triumvirate, i. 102 ; peraluall 
Tribune, i. 103 ; perpctuall Censor, 
ibid. ; his purpose to resigne up his 
absolute govemment, ibid. ; his 
fatherly care for Romes prosperilie, 
i. Itl4 ; his pubtick works and 
buildings. Hid. ; his tenily and 
severity both in ininistring justice, 
i. 109, no; he ordainelh a privie 
Counsel,!. 112; he deviseih new 
Offices, i. 113; his bounty in re- 
warding Souldionrs, ttia. ; en- 
dangered at the sight of solemn 
Games, i. 120 ; his delight in be- 
holding publick Spectacles, etc., L 
121 ; his demcncie and fatherly 
regard shewed to fonune Princes 
and Potentates, i. 124 ; how he 
ordered his militarie forces, ibid. ; 
his- clemencie to his Opposiles, i. 
126 ; his courtesie and dvill be- 
haviour, i. 137, 128; howe much 
beloved of all sorts and degrees, L 
13O' '3' ; '■is wives, i. 133; howe 
hee brought up his Daughter and 
Nieces, i. 134; his unhappinesse in 
his progenie, i. 13; ; hisdemeanout 
to his friends, i. 136, 137: to his 
freed men and servants, i. iiS; 

S9\ 
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noted fbi bodily niicleanenesse 
aguost kind, Hid. ; for adulteries, 
i. 139 ; taxed for Corinthian vessels, 
i. 141 ! for Dicc-pUy, MJ. j his 
integrit; of life, i. 141, 141; his 
apparell, i. 143, 144, 149; his 
order al the table, i. 144 ; his diet 
for himselfe, i. 145; his abstinence 
of wine, i. 146; hitsleepes, i. 146, 
147; his presence and personage, 
L 147, 148; his stature «nd iealure, 
i. 148; his infimiides of body, i. 
148, 149; hit bodily 



Banishment volontarie, i. 47. 
Basilides, a. 211. 
Bathing seldome, J. 150. 
BawdcHe maintained by Calicitll(S 

Beccus, what it signifieth, ii. X02. 

Bellona, \. 143 n. 

Berenice, ii. 339. 

Bibulus i£dile with Julius Cxsu, i- 
II ; his prety speech Iouchiii£ hii 
Colleague Oesar, Hid. ; Consul 
with him, L 37 ; he stood for a 
Cypher in both oflices, J. 21, 3S. 

Blaiing stane, what it portendctb, a. 



. 19 »■. 



compositio 
Poetry, iii 

uiisliketh inditfcrently 
and antique phrases, i. 152, 153; 
his phrases in ordinary talke, i. 
153; what teachers he followed, 
i. tS4; not ready in (he Grecke 
language, Hid. ; a lover of fine 
wits, i. 155 ; his religious scrupu- 
losity, i^i^. ; his respective observ- 
ance of foraine ceremonies, i. 157 ; 
his greatnes foie-totd by pro- 
phesies, oracles, etc-, i, 157-159; 
by Dreames and Prodigies, i. 160, 
101 ; his miracles that he wrought, 
i. 159, iGo; his prescience of future 
things, i. 162 ; bis death fbre- 
«igni6ed, i. 163 ; his Deification 
prefigured, i/t'd; the sicknesse 
whereof he died, 1. 164 ; his mirth 
and afbbility a little before death, 
iiid. : his death, i. 166 ; his age, i. 
166, 167 ; his Deification, i. 16S; 
his Monument, Hid, ; his last will, 
i. 168, i6g, 190; bis wealth and 
treasure, i. 169; his bounty to the 
Common- wealth, Hid. ; his opinion 
of Tiberius Cxsar, i. 188, ii. 57-59- 

Augustians, ii. 119. 

Augusfum saeulum, i. 167. 

Aurelia, Julius Caesar's mother, i. 
iSn. 

Aureus, of what value it is, ii. 178 n. 

BABtl.UE, a great Astrologer, ii. 133. 



Bona Dea, the Goddes 
67-. 

Bonct the badge of Freedome, 1 
174 ». ' 

Boier, Father of Claudia, ii. S3. 

Bracka, i. 73. 

Britaine attempted by Claudius C 
ii. 7t- 

Britannicus the sonne of ClaodiiiE the 
Emperour, ii. 82 ; rccommeiKled to 
the Souldiours and Commons, u. 
83 ; poisoned by Nero, ii. laS. 

Buiidlngs stately and sumptuous Au- 
gustus Cxsai careth not for, t. 143. 

Bunbus poisoned by Ncro.li. 133,133. 

Buthy^, ii. loS. 

C^NIs the Paramour and ConculMne 
of Vespasian, ii. 206. 

C in Csesar, i. 163 ». 

A. Cacina raiteth upon Julius Caear, 
i.69. 

C Julius Ocsar Dictator persecuted by 
Sulla, L 15; obtaineth bis pardon, 
i. 16 ; his warfare during his youth, 
i. t6, 17 ; suspected tor wajilon- 
nesse with K. Nicomcdes, >. 16 ; 
taketh part with the Marians, i. 151 
retired to Rhodes, i- 17 ; taken by 
Pirates, ibid. ; what Funerall Ora- 
tions he made, i. 18 ; weddeth 
Pompeia and puttelh hei away, 
ibid. ; an ssmulns of K. Alexander 
the Great, i. 19; his dream e, itid.; 
his conspiracies for alteration of 
State, i. zo; his games exbibilod, 
and workes during his vEdilcship, 
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; suelh for the Province of 
JEppt, i, 33 ; chosen chiefe Priest, 
i. 33 ; bvaurable to Catiline and 



L 34; he gave over his Senatours 
Sobe, i. 35 ; restored igune, iiid, ; 
detectelb Catilines conspiiacie, 
iHd. ; Bppeached by Vettiui and 
acquit, iii't. ; in danger of his crcdi- 
tours, i. 36 i chosen Coniul, iiid. ; 
(ideih with Cn. Pompeius, i. 37 ; 
hu Aeti whiles he was Consul, i. 
37, 38 : he rulelh Coiuul alone, i. 
38 ; hii absolute rule in his Con- 
nilate, Hid.; be wcddeth Calpumia, 
i. 39 ; he chooseth the government 
ot Gaule, i. 30 : his proud and arro- 
gant words, itiJ. ; accused by An- 
tistius, i. 31 i his Acts in Gaule, i. 
m; he warred upon Ihe Rrilaines, 
i6tj. I his adverse fortune in warre, 
Uiid. ; as(nicth to the Empire of 
Rome, i. 33 ; his la^esses, i. 33, 
34 J his proceedinc crossed by 
Caadins MaiccUus, 1. 35 ; the pre- 
tCDces and causes of his civiti waire, 
i. 37 ; his Erst enterprise of civil! 
warre, and hii departure from 
Rome, i. 38; his exploits in the 
civill wane, i. 40; hee encounlreth 
the forces of Pompeius, iiid. ; he 
vanqaisheth Pompeius, i. 41 ; he 
warreth upon K. Ptolomeus, Md. ; 
he subduelh Phamaces, Scipio, 
Juba, and Pompeies children, iiid. ; 
his fortune in warres, i. 41, 43 ; his 
triumphs, i. 43 ; his liberality to his 
Soul^ouisand the people, i. 43, 43; 
his Plaies and Spectacles exhibited 
to the people, i. 43 ; how hce com- 
mended his Candidates for Offices, 
i. 45 : Ihe ordinances that hee made 
in his Dictatounhip, i. 46, 47 ; what 
stately works and buildings hee in- 
tended, i. 48 ; his shape, feature, 
apparel), and behaviour, i. 48, 49 ; 
how he covered his bald head, i. 
49 ; his excesse in house-furniture, 
i, 50 ; his sevcrilie in domestical! 
discipline, iMd. ; his passive in- 
— . :. !_ jj^ j^ . jjjj nhore- 



dome and aduherie, i. 53 ; he kept INDEX 
Queene Cleopatra, i. 53 ; abstinent rpQ THE 
of wine and nothing curious in his HISTOBIB 
fare, 1. 54 ; bis extortion and sacri- 
tedge, i. 54, 55 ; his eloquence, i. 
55 ; his pronuntistion and gesture, 
i. 56 ; his orations and writings, i. 

SS, 57 ; his Commentaries, Aid. ; 
islcttersmitsive, i. 57 ; his manner 
of writing, i. 57, 58; his painM 
taking in wailikeexpeditioos, i. 58; 
whether he were more watie or 
advenlerous, doubtful!. Hid. ; irre- 
ligious, i. 59; his militare pollicie, 
i. 60 ; his resolution in Battailes, i. 
til; his Duutiall Discipline, i. 61, 
63 ; his affability to hts Soutdiours, 
i. 63 ; his affectionate love unto 
them. Hid. ; beloved of his 
Souldiours, iiid. ; his Souldiours 
valour and fidelity to him. Hid. ; 
his severity unto mutinous Soul- 
diours, i. 65 ; taxed for his manner 
of beholding publiek spectacles, i. 
131;; his faithful! love to bis ie- 

E;ndant3, i. 65 ; his respective 
indnes to his friends, i. 66; iDone 

reconciled, iiid. ; his clemencie to 

his enemies, in warre and after 

victory, i. 67 ; to Romaine CitiMOi, 

i. 6S ; his ambitious pride and 

anc^anci« in deeds, i. 69 ; the 

same also in words, i. 70 ; how hee 

incurred the envie and hatred of 

the world, i. 71 ; he openly affectcth 

regal Empire, i. 72; conspiracic 

against him, i. 71, 73 ; his death 

fore -signified, i. 73-75 ; his last will 

and testament, i. 76 ; murdred in 

the Senate-house, L 75, 76; his 

murderersdied miserably, i. 80; bis 

Funeralls and solemne obsequies, 

>< 77i 78; not willing to live, and 

why, i. 79 i hee wished for a quick 

and unexpected death, i. 80; his 

age, iiid. ; his canoniiation after 

death, iiid. 
Csesario, Cxsan supposed son by 

Clcopalra, i. 53 ; he is put to death, 

'■94- 
L. CKsxr commended by Augustus, 
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INDEX L. Oesar his cankied malice against 
TO THE Julius Oesar Diciaiot, i. 68. 

HISTORIE Csesaiea, the name of diveis Cities, 
i. I3»- 

Csesonia skine with her linsbsad 
Caligula, ii. $2. 

Caius and Lucius adopted by Au^s- 
lus Ciesar. i, 134: ihcy both oie, 
i. 135, '84. 

Caius a ratal) came to the Oesjurs, 
". 53- 

Caius, Nephew of Augustus 111 affected 
to Tiberius Caesar, i. iSi. 

Calends, i. 153 h. 

AJ CaUndai Gntcas, t. 153. 

Caius Cxsor Caligula his birth, ii. 5 ; 
the place of his nativity, ti. 5, 6; 
why surnamed Caligula, ii. 7 : be- 
loved and respected of the Soldion, 
ibid.\ his hypociisie, ii. 8; his 
cruetl nature, tbui. ; he plotteth for 
the Empire, ii. 9 ; he courteth 
Ennia wife to Macro, ibid. ; prac- 
tiseth the death of Tiberius Ciesor, 
^id. ; with what joy of people and 
forainers he entred upon the Em- 
pire, ii. to, II ; his popukriiy, ii. 
11 ; hU shew of Piety and kindnes, 
ii. II ; his semblance of restoring 
the common liberty, ii. 13, 14; 
what honours were decreed and 
done unto him, ii. 14; his largesse 
and bounty. Hid, ; his publick 
plaies and Spectacles eifaibiled, ii. 
15 ; his bridge betweene Baiie and 
Puteoli, ii. 15, 16; the motive of 
making it, ii. 16; works by him 
finished, ii. 17 ; his style, itid. ; he 
usurpeth divine majeslie and honor, 
ii. iS : bis sacrifices, ibid. ; his 
unkindnesse to his owne bloud, ii. 
If); his incests, ii. 30; with Dru- 
silla his owue sister, ibid, ; his 
sorrow for her death, ii. 3i ; his 
mariagcs, ii. zt, a ; he weddeth 
Casonis, ii. 22, 30 ; his unnaturall 
cruelty to his best deserving A'iends, 
ii. 23 ; hishloudyand proud nature, 
ii. Z4-lS ; his unplacable nature, it. 
36 ; his jests and scofTes, ii. 29, 30; 
his envie and malice, iL 30 ; to 
Homer, ^i^igil, and Livie, iMd. ; be 

394 



was envious of all good parts, ii. 31; 
his particular spite and envie to 
Colosseros, itid. ; his uncleaoenes 
and incontinencie, ii. 31 ; his cmell 
pillage, ii. 34 J his roioi and wastfull 
cxpence, ii. 33; wrongfull proceed- 
ings, il 34-36: h's Dice play, ii. 
37 j his exlraorditarie love to 
money, ii. 3S ; his maitiall acts, 
idid. ; his mock-warfkre, ii. 39, 40 ; 
his bounty, ii. 41 ; his triumph, 
iHd, ; his hatred to the Senate, ii. 
41 ; his crucU projects, ii. 43 ; his 
stature, shape, etc. , iiid. ; his in- 
firmities of body Bad mind, ibid. ; 
his vices, ii. 44, 45 ; his balule and 
apporell, ii. 45, 46 ; bis natuiall 
eloquence, ii. 46; his profession 
of arts, ii. 47 ; what faction of 
Chariotiers and Sword-fenceis he 
favoured, ii. 4S ; his death con- 
trived, ii. 49 ; his death foretold iy 
strange si^es, ii. 50. 51; he is 
murdred, li. 51, 52; his corps en- 
lerred, ii. 52. 

Callipdes, i. 30a. 

C. Calvus made libels of Cssar, i 

Calrini, ii. 98. 

A Cam p mai n tained about Rome, 

Capita Bubula, i. S4. 

Capitol at Capua, i. 202, ji. 

Capricome, the stamp of 
i. 161. 

Caprese, the lUuid exchanged by 
Augustus Cesar for ^naiia, i. 1 c^ 
157 i a place wherein Tibertitt_ 
C^r delighted, i. 202- 

Capys founder of Capua, 1. 74 ; 
Sepulcher, Hid, 

Carmelus, ii. 209. 

Camulius killeth himsclfe, i- 219. 

Cassita, what bird, i. 31 ». 

Cassius Chcerea, a principail conspiia- 
tour against Calfgata, ii. 49. 

Cassius LiOnginus, Proconsul, killed 
by Caligula, ii. 50. 

Cassius Longinus a, Lawier killed by 

Cassius or Casca, a conspiratout of 
Julius Qesars death, i. 75 n. 

Cassius Palavinus gently chaitioed 
Augustus, i. 126. 
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Coilrtt tceltrala, ii. 55. 

Catia and Caltt, ii. 198. 

Vuleiius Catullus his Epigrams of 

Cxsar, i. 66. 
Q. Catulus his dteune of Augustus 

CcEsar, i. 160. 
Cauiarii, ii. 304 b. 
Cautelous and cuoning coats punished 

b; Tiberius Cssar, i. 199. 300. 
Ceicopithecus, Ii. IZ4. 
CeQtumvirBl causes, ii. 21 J. 
Charicles the Physician, i. 227. 
Chaiiatiers and their factions, ii. 102 ; 

Cliristians nickimmed Christiana, ii. 

Son. 
Christians perwcuted and put to death 

under Neto, ii. iii. 
Choregus, i. 140. 
Cimber Tulliui a conspiratour against 

Julius Ciesar, i. 7S- 
Hetvius Cinna killed in slecd o( Corn. 

Citina, i. 79. 
M. Cicero his dreame of young 

Octaviua afterwards Augustus, i. 

160. 
City, what It slgnifieth, ii, 72 n. 
Civil, how to be understood, 1, 195 n. 
Claudian laroily both Palritian and 

Plebeian, i. 170 ; the beginning of 

the Claudian bmily at Rome, iiiit. 
Claudius Caudeit, i. 171. 
Claudius Drusus, i. 171. 
Claudius Pulcher, i. 171. 
Claudia; noble women and their 

sundry exauiples, i. 171, 172. 
Claudii opposite to the commons, i. 

172. 
Sent. Claudius an old Fomicatour, i. 



Claudia daughter of Claudius the 
Empeiour, ii. 83. 

Claudius the Emperour his birth, ii. 
56; his youth, I'Wrf. ; his study in 
Sbeiall Sdencei, iL 57 ; reputed no 
better than a foole, i6iJ. ; his slug- 
gardie, folly, drunkennessc, and 

I gaming, ii. 60 ; honoured by all 

I otates, iSid. ; of base reckoning. 



ii. 61 ; his troubles, ii. 61, 62 ; how 
he attained to (he Empire, ii. 62, 
63 ; he executeth certaine conspira- 
tours, ii. 64 ; his piety and kindnes, 
itid, ; his modest cartage, Ii. 6^; 
his popnilaritie, 11. 65, 66 ; in danger 
of Treasons, ii. 66 ; his Consulates, 
Hid. ; his jurisdiction, Ii. 67 ; his 
variant conditions, iiid. ; bis wise 
judgement, ii. 67, 68 ; his con- 
temptible demeanour, II. 68 ; his 
censareship, ii. 69, 70 ; his warlike 
eipedition, ii. 71 ; his triumph, 
iSid. i his care over the City of 
Kome, ii. 72 ; the workes and 
buildings that hee made, ii. 73, 74; 
his munificence, ii. 74, 75 ; his bald 
jests, ii. 75, 76 : his naval] fight, ii. 
76 i his religious ceremonies, li. 77 ; 
his managingof civIUaflaires, ii. 77, 
78; biseiploitingofmartiallfeates, 
ii. 79; h;s ordinances in sundry 
kinds, ii. 79-81 ; ruled by his wives 
and freed-men, ii. 81 ; his wives, 
ii. 81, 82 ; his divorcements, itiii. ; 
his children, ii. 83 ; his cruelty and 
injustice, ii. 84, 85 ; his person and 
fealQre, ii. Sj ; his health, ii. 86 ; 
his manner of feasting, Hid. ; how 
hee used a filching guest at his 
bord, iiid. ; his appetite to meate, 
iiid. ; his wantonncsse, ii. S7 ; 
hli dice-play, Hid. ; his blou^ 
nature, iiid. ; his timorous diffi- 
dence, ii. 88; his anger and malice, 
ii. 90, 91 ; his foolishnesse, il. 91 ; 
his oblivion and Inconsiderate blind ■ 
nesse, ii. gt, 92 ; his unadvised 
words, ii. 92, 93 ; he compiled an 
history, ii. 93,94: his other bookei, 
il. 94; he studied Greeke, ii. 94, 
95 ; hee rejienteth his mariage wi3i 
^rippina, Ii. 95 ; he maketE much 
of Britannlcus his sonne, iSid. ; his 
death, ii. 96 ; murdred with the 
privily of Nero, ii. 127; canonized 
a Cod, ii. 96. 

Oemcns rebelleth against Tiberius, i. 
192. 

Cleopatra poisoneth her selfe, i. 94. 

r. Clodius suspected for incontinende 
with Pompeia, Julius Cxiars wife, 
295 
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i. tS, 19, 67 ; adopted into the 
Rank of Commanders, i. 17a. 

A Comet wby so called, li. 223. 

Commotiont prevented by Tiberius 
Cxsnr, i. zoo; commotioners pun- 
ished by him, ibid. 

Comxdie the olde allowed by Augus- 



tas, i. 



'S4- , 



Cempitalitii plaies, i. 107. 

Concords temple, i. iSS. 

Congiaries given by Augustus Oiesar, 

i. 117. 
Consuls when they entied into their 

CettventHS, what they be, i. 19 n. 
Come distributed byAugustu^i i. 117. 
Cornelia Law, i. 45 n., 109. 
Crassus Frugt, ii. 71, 
Columbus, a Mirmillon Fencer, ii, 48. 
Covelousnes and Ararice how they 

differ, ii, 344 n. 
A Crow piophesieth, ii. 358. 
Crudlying, 1. 67. 
CurU, i. 13s. 
Cnriata legti, i. 13s H. 
Cuitids lake, i. 130. 
Cutilix waters, ii. 334 n. 

Daies observed by Augustus, J. 157. 
Date tree, i. i6t. 
Datus a Com!edian Actor, ii. 137. 
Decemvirs, i. 113. 
Decocted water of Neio, ii. 147. 
Decurions. i. 167. 
Dtliiia Ramanis, i. 150 w. 
Demetrius a Cyniek Philosopher, ii. 
■ 216. 

Dictate, L 70 «. 
Diogenes the Grflmmarian, how hee 

was requited by Tiberius Cscsar, i. 

197- 
Dis, why so called, ii. 181 n. 
Divus, what it is, iL 35S n. 
Dodttalheos a supper of Augustni 

Cesar, i. 140. 
Dsminm a title and terme rejected 

Iw Augustus, i. 137. 
L. Domitius, the Stock-father of the 

i^nobarbi, ii. 98. 
Cn. Damilius, ii. 99. 
Domitius the Grand-father of Nero, 



Domitins the Father of Nero, iL lot" 
his pranks, ii. loi, 102. 

Domilian the Emperours birth, ii. 
33s ; bb poverty in his youth, 
ibid. \ noted for unnatural! impurity. 
ibid. ; saluted Qcsar, iL 336; his 
wilde and unruly pranks, iMd. ; bit 
ambition, ibiJ. ; bis itudy in 
Poetry, ii. 337 ; roost unkind to 
his brother, ibid. ; pultetfa away 
his wife Domitia, ii, 337, 338 ; his 
covetise and cruelty, ii. 338 ; hii 
publick Shewes, ii. 338, 339; his 
Games, ii. 339 ; his buildings, iL 
240 : his warlike expeditions, ibid. : 
bis triumph, ibid. ; his manner of 
leastingand house -keeping, ii. 341 ; 
he added ij laciions of Chariolets, 
ibid. • a precise Justicer, ii. 242 ; 
he reformeth abuses In Judiciall 
Courts, ibid. ; his severe reforma- 
tion of all Enormities, ii, 242, 343; 
his hypocriticnll religion, ii. 243 ; 
his bountiful! mind, ii. 244 ; his 
blse semblance of Clemencic and 
pity, ibid, j his barbarous cruelty, 
li. 345' 346 : in his cruelt]^, subtill 
and crafty, il 347 ; his rapines and 
wrongs, ii. 348 ; his insolencie and 
Arrr^^cy, ii. 349 ; bis 17 Comul- 
ships, ii. 350 i he foreknew the 
houre of his owne death, iHd. ; 
his death wrought by his neerest 



lavoriles, and 1 



ife, . 









., ibid. 



s and feareful! of death, ibid. ; 
bis destruction foretold by many 
prodigies, ii. 353 ; his Apo. 
phlbegmes and notable sentences, 
ii. 256, 257 ; murdred in his bed- 
chamber, ii. 354 ; his recreations, 
ii. 357 ; his Suture and counten- 
ance, ii. 355 ; his effeminate wan- 
lonnesse, iL 257 ; impatient of all 
labour, ii. 356 ; an excellent archer, 
ibid. ; murderers of him executed, 
ii. 258. 

Domitia, wife of Domitian &lleth in 
fancy with Paris the player, ii. 237, 
338. 

Doves, i. t6l. 

Druidfe and their RcligioD, 
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Dnuilla sister of Caligula, ii. aa 
honored as goddesse, ii. zi n. 

Drusus Sonne of Tiberius Gesar, 
an ; his vices and death, i. xl 






from whence i 



'73- 

Dec. Diusui Nero, father to Claudius 
Cxsar, ii. 54 ; begotten in adultery, 
iiiJ. : bi< ads, ii. 54, 55 ; his 
death and honours after death, ii. 
55 ; his yssew, ii. 56. 

Vmsiibrfinir, ii. 54. 

Drusuf Sonne of Claudius Oesar 
ehoaked with a penre, ii. 83. 

Ducenaries, iL 7!!. 

A dwerfc, i. 1 19. 

Dwerfes rejected by AtiEUSlus, i, 150. 

DyrrhachiuDi strongly beleaguered by 
Augustus Qcsar, i. 64. 

Elefhants walking upon Ropes, ii. 

159- 
Eleusine Sacied Ceremonies, ii. 81. 
EUcbor, ii. 44 "■ 
Emblema, J. 3z6. 
Epaphroditus, Neroes secretary put 

to death by Doroitian, il. 251. 
Epicadus, his conspiracie against 

Augustus, i. 95. 
Equtilria, ii. 24. 
Ergaslula, i. 177 «. 
EsiusProculusca!ledCo1osseros,ii.3], 
Si^paala and '&i^paSifl, i. 43 ». 
Euthanasia, i. 166. 
Excesse in house furniture restrained, 

i. 198. 
Excesse in fore of the table restrained, 

Sutnpruaria. 

Exploraloria Coronets, ii. 40. 
Extortion of the PoUentians punished 
by Tiberius Qcsar, i. 100, aot. 

Pall of an Amphitheatre at Fidenn;, 

i. aoi, »3. 
Faustus his treacherous rebelli on, i.6S. 
Felix a freed man of Qaudius the 

Emperour, ii. 83. 
Ftrcuia, what Ihey be, i. 144 r. 
I, Kit-fiehl Augustus Caesar delighted 

aTpp 



Flomiaship of Jupiter, i. 107. 
FlttVii, ii. 203. 

T. Flavius Petionianus, iL 203. 
Flavius Sabinus s raithfull Publictinc, 

ii. 203, 204. 
Flavius Sabinus put to death by 

Domilian, ii. 346. 
Flavins Clemens killed by Domitian, 

Flavian Family, noble and auQcieot, 

Flora and Floralia, ii. 159. 

Forgery of writings provided agsinst, 

Freedom e of Rome City, spatily 

granted, i. 115. 
Friendship, how Augustus Qesat 

iniertaincd, I. 136. 
Frogs silent, i. 159, 
Fucinus the Meere drawen dry, ii. 73. 
Futluaritim, i. 117 n. 

GABtNitts sumamed Caudns, ii. 79. 
Galba the surname of the Serviili, ii. 

Gatba with Spaine tevolielh, ii. 140. 

Galba enriched by Livia Augustxs 
will, ii. 158; his offices of State, ii. 
159 3 his martiall Discipline, iiid. ; 
his Procsse, ii. iCo ; highly 
esteemed of Claudius the Emperour, 
ibid, i his civiti Jurisdiction, ii. 
160, 161 ; his Honours, ii, 161 ; hii 
Empire fore signified, ii 157, 16I, 
l6z, 163 ; his extreme severity, ii. 
162 ; his semblance of Surqaedrie, 
ii, l£2 ; salDted Emperour, li. 163 ; 
in danger to be killed, ii. 164 ; taketh 
uppon him the name of C3:sar, itrd. ; 
ill spoken of for covetousneste and 
cruellie, ii. 165 ; his Niggardise, ii. 
165, t66i his noble pedigree, ii, 155; 
his death foreshewed, il. 169,1701 
Elaine, ii. 171 ; etilerred, ii. 171; 
his stature and personage, i6ul. ; 
his uncleane life, ii. 173 ; his 3 
piedagogues, ii, 166, 167 ; his 
variable cariage, ii. 167 ; his cor- 
rupt government, ii. 168; incurreth 
the hatred of soldiers especially. 
Hid. ; forsnken first of the Getmani- 
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INDEX Galbcnum what eumme, ii. 1 55 n. 

TO THE Galkei what they be, ii. 155 «. 
HISTOEIE Galena, wife of A. VitelUus the Em- 

perour, ii. 191. 
Gatenla, what bird, i. ^1 n. 
Ad Gallinas, a place, ii. 154. 
Gallognecis., ii. 27. 
Q. Gallius the Pnloar, tyr«nnou»ly 

killed by Augustus Csesar, i. 101, 103. 
Gallius Terrioius mjndeth 10 famish 

him selfe, i. 128. 
Corn. Gallus shortneth his owne life, 

i. 137; his death lamented by 

Augustus CiEsar, Hid. 
Games and Shew«s exhibited by 

Augustus Ca^ar, i. llS. 
In 'Games and Shewes what orders 

Augustus CEEsar put downe, i. izo, 

Gemini fralm, who ihey be, i. at «. 
Gtrtii. ii. 25 n. 

Gentlemen Romane surveied by 
Augiistus, i. ii3i <I4; l^ieir 
solemnc riding, i. 114 ; their estate 
and worth, i. iig n. 

Germane Ambassaders well respected, 



Germanician soldien; refuse Tiberius 
Oasar for their Empeiour, \. 192. 

Germanicns Cssar the adopted sonne 
of Tiberius Ccesar, ii, 211; dis' 
graced by him, ibid. ; murdred by 
Fiso, ibid. ; his offices and Acts, it. 
I ; his death, ibid. ; his commend- 
able parts, ii. 3 ; how much be- 
loved, ii. 3, 4, 60 : what ensued 
upon his death, ii. 4, 5 ; his 
maiiagc and y.ssew, ii. 5- 

Gestures in worshipping the Gods, ii. 
188. 



Helvidius Priscus, aoothn Cato, £, 

Helvidius the sonne put to death by 

Domi1}an the Empetout, ii. 246, 
Hirtius Consul, with hii CoUi 

Pansa slaine. 
Historiographer! 

Caius Caligula, ii. 13. 
Honorarie Games, i. 109 
Hoplomachus, ii. 31 ir. 
Horoscope of Augustus hia Natn 

i. 161. 
Horse of lulius Cxsar, i. 60, 
Hostages of women, i. 97, 
Hytmt, i. 59 n. 
HyUs a Pantomime whipped, 

JANICDLUM what Hill, ii. I8( 
Janus Quitinus Temple si 

Augustus. L 97. 
Jewish Religion censured by Tiberius 

Cxsar, i. 300. 
Jewes by him banished, i. 200. 

iewes banished out of Rome, ii. 8o- 
ewes affected Julius Cesar, i. 78 n. 
Jewes plagued by Domitian in iheii 

paiments, ii. 348. 
Iliensiatis eased of Tribate and en- 
dewed with immunities, ii. So. 
Iliensian Embassadors skoffed at by 

Tiberius Cxsar, L 211. 
Images and Statues how they dil 




179 <f, 



:ydi8e^^^_ 



Halotus a bloud-hound of Nero, 

ii. 168 ; odious to the people, ibid. 
Harpocras, a freedman of Claudius, 

ii. 83, 84. 
Sasta fiura, \i. 83 M. 
Q. Halerius, i. 194 ». 
Helvidius Priscus over malapert with 

Vespasian the Empcrour, ii. 317, 

318. 



Isauricus, the surname of Servilius, 

whereupon, i. 16 ". 
Isidorus the Cynicke Philosopher, il. 

137- 
Isthmus attempted by Caligula, iL 17; 

Italian Regions, i. 123. 
Itius a Dwerfc, i. 119. 
Italie peopled and adorned 

Augustus Cxsar, i. 133. 
Julia daughter of Gesar Dii 

wedded to Pompeius Magnus,: 
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133- 



Jul[a daughter of Augustus banished 

andconSned, i, 135, 136. 
JulU wife of Tiberius Cxsai convict 

of Adultery, i. 180. 
Julie daughter Riid Neice of AugustDs 

di^onout him, i. 135. 
IlOix kUled bj CUudius, ii. 84. 
Julius the haven, i. 91. 
Junia Drusilla daughter of Caligula 

by Caisonia, ii. ix. 
Junius Rusiicus put lo death by 

Domitian, ii. 246. 
Jupiter the Thunderers Temple, i. 

105. 

Jupiter Trsgxdus, i. 130. 
upiier Olympicus, i. 13*, ii. 18. 
Japiter the Thunderer, i. 156. 
Jupiter Custos, ii. 240. 
Juvenil pastimes, ii. 106. 

Kalknoar reformed by Julius C.-esar, 



Livia Drusilla wife of Tiberiui Nero, 

wedded lo Augustus Cesar, i. 133 ; 

her experiment when shee went wilb 

child, I. 183. 
Livia Orestilia kept as a paramour by 

Cai us Caligula, ii. at. 
Livia OcelUna, wife to Galba the 

Emperours father, ii. Ij6. 
Livilla. for livia, ii. g u. 
Livius Salinator, i. 173. 
Livius Drusus, i. 173. 
Locusta professeth poysooing, ii. 127, 

12S. 
Lollia Paulina, wedded to Caias 

Caligula, ii. 32. 
Lone-mony dealt out by Augustus 

Lord, ijee Daminus. 

Lucius a fore-name, rejected by the 

Claudian Family, i. 170. 
i.™, i, .TO.. 
Lupercal instituted by Augustus, t. 

107- 



I 



s, a people why bo called, 



Cesar, i. 197, 
Law-steed what it Is, ii. 4 >i. 
Cn. Lcntulus forced to die by 

Tiberius Czesoi, i. 20S. 
Lepida, wife to Galba, ii. 158. 
Letters oew in the Alphabet devised 

by Claudius, ii. 94, 
Libels and Libellers not regarded by 

Augustus, i. 128, 129. 
Libels against Nero, ii. 136, 137. 
libertines, ii. 7S ; chasticed by 
'- 79- , 



Temple, ii. 136. 
libraries maintained by Domitian, ii. 

256. 
Licinius Mutiancs govemour of Syria, 

favourelh Vespasian, ii. 31 1. 
licinius Muliantii, a Catamite noted 
'' hj Vespiiian, ii. 216. 



Mxcenas reproved for affectalion of 
new phrases and words, i. 152 ; for 
want of Secrecie and Tacilumily, 

i. 137. 

Mago and Annibal, ii. 246. 

Alali afinari, what it is, i. 12G h. 

Mallia, i. 140. 

Mallonia filthily aboled by TibeiioB 

Oesar, i. 206 ; her death, i&id. 
Malum, ii. 139 H. 
Mans ordinary stature and weight, i, 

ll9n. 
Moria^ betweene Gentry and com- 

Mariage urged and rewarded, i. no. 
Mariage belweene cousin Germans 

allowed by Claudius, ii. 82. 
Mars the Revenger his Temple built 

by Augustus Caesar, i. 104 ; the use 

thereof, ibid. 
Masgahos and his tombe, i. 165. 
Masiniha reskued out of trouble by 

Juli. Casat, i. 65, 66. 
Massilia sUndctb out against Jul. 

Oesar, 1. 40. 
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INDEX Masters raijusa^c of their setvaals, 
TO THE ii. 80. 

HISTORIE Maiian appnU, ii. 257. 

Mausoleum of Augustus, L i6g. 
Maxima and Muimilla, ii. 343. 
Maximi Ludi, what Plaits, ii- to6. 
Mtdioxumi, a. 35. 
C. Memmius bis invectives against 

Julius Ccesar, i. 66 ; freind^ by 

him, ibid. 
Henecrates the harpei advanced by 

Neto, ii. 123, IJ4- 
MessaJlina the Empresse wedded lo 

C. Silius, ii. 82. 
Messaltina the Empresse by com- 

mandemenl of her husband 

Claudius killed, ii. Ss. 
Melius Pomposianas, ii. 317 ; put to 

dealh by Domilian, ii. 245, 
Minervas Ta^aet, ii. 196. 
Mirmilloaes what Fencecs, ii. 18 k., 

48 n. ; how arraed, ii. 331 ». 
Mnesler a Pantomime, iL 33 ; fav- 
oured by Caligula, ii. 47, 48. 
Modios, what mesure, ii. i6d n. 
Motiomaihi, ii. 3S n. 
Meno/xiliuta, i. 126. 
Mare maiomm what it is, i. 199 m. ; 

what punishment is menl thereby, 

ii. 247 "■ 
A Mule foalelh, ii. 157. 
Mummia Achaica, wife of Galba the 

Emperours Father, iL 156. 
Musicke games of prise instituted by 

Nero at Olympia, ii. 117. 

Narcissus a favorite and Minion 
of Claudius the Eraperour, ii. S4. 

Naumachia, what place, ii. 121 ». 

Naumachie, ot Naval) batlailes ex- 
hibited by Augustus Qcsar, L tl8; 
exhibited by Julius Ciesar, i. 44. 

Nemoiensis Rex, it. 31. 

Nepos, sumamed of CieciUus Me- 
lellus, i. 34 ». 

Nero, what it sigoifieth, i. 170, 

Nero the Empetour his birih, ii. IM ; 
in daun^er lo be muidred, ii. 103 ; 
bis acts in his childhood, ihid. ; he 
enlrelh upon the Empire, ii. los; 
his shew of Piety and kiadnesse, 
ibid, i hit semblance of Bounty, 
300 



Clemencie, Courtesie and Human- 
ity, ibid. ; his ^owes exhibited, ii. 
106, 107 ; he shuttelh the Temple 
of Janus, ii. 109; his manner of 
Jurisdiction, iAuL ; his ordcf in 
conferring dignities, ii. no: his 
buildings, ibid. ; his martial! ex- 

Eloits, ii. 113; his extiaordinary 
ive lo Musicke, ii. 114, 115 ; is 
excused, ii. 138; given much to 
horsemanship and charioting, ii. 
lis, 11^1 119; strived for the 
Cnets Coronet, ii. 118: he 
tryumpheth for victoric in games 
of prise, ii. 119; his unruly wild- 
nesse, ii. 130 ; bis shrewd prankcs, 

121 ; his loose life and filthi&essc, 
ii. I2C.I33: he wedded Spams, ti. 
123 ; bis lavish expense, ibid. ; his 
golden bouse, ii. 134 ; bis out- 
rageous and enonnious woikes, iL 
125 ; bis pilling and oppression of 
the people, ii. 136, 137 ; his sacri- 
lei^e, ii. 127 ; his bloudy muidres 
and paricides, ii. 137, IzS ; bis 
unnatural! cruelty to his own 
mother, ii, 138-130; he is (lung 
with the worme of conscience, iL 
130 i forsaken of the French, iL 
138; deluded by the Oracle at 
Delphi, ibid. ; his carelesuesse of 
the State, ii. 14Q ; his bloudy 
de«gnments, iL 141 ; his warlike 
voiage, ii. 141, 14a; his ciodioos, 
ii. 143 ; forewarned of his death, ii. 
143; his feaiefiill dreames, iL 143, 
144 ; bis desperate case, ii. 14^, 
146 ; he flyelh from Rome, iL (46; 
his death, li, 14S, 152 ; his funerals, 
iL 149; his Stature, Feature, Shape, 
etc, ii. 149, 150; his Attire, ii. 1501 
given naturally to Poetry, ibid. ; he 
delighted in punting, li. iji; he 
was Popular, Hid. ; irreligious, iL 
tjz ; he murdreth his Ant 
Domitia, iL 131 ; his wives, iL 
131, 132; he slew Allicus Ves- 
tinus, iL 131 ; he killelh Popp^a, 
it. 133 i his cruelty to his kinsfolke 
and Affinity, ii. 132 ; he poysoneih 
his fteedmen, it. 133 ; inleDdetb a 
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re of the Nobility, ihid. ; his 

cruelty to all in general, ii. 134; 

maliliously bent to Ihe Senate, il. 

13s ; he setteth Rome on fire, itid. 
NcTonia, what Games, ii. 108. 
Ner(»ieus Neropolis, ii. ijz. 
New yeeres gifts restrained, L 198. 
Nicopolis, built by Augustus Ca;sat, 

i. 9S- , 
F. Nigidius n great Astiol(^er, J. 



NoUtmfacUim, i. 67 n. 

Nomenclatots, i. 95. 

Nona:, i. 157. 

NoDEe ominous dayes, i. 157. 

C. Nonius Asprenas honoured with a 
colac of gold, i. 119 ; called there- 
upon Torquatus, ibid. 

NoTatus slightly chasUccd by 
Augustus Oesar, i. 126. 

Numeriiu Atticus, i, 167 n, 



- '5'- 
NuodilUE, ominous dayes, i. 157. 

ObNUNTIARE, what it is, i. 28 », 
Ocellntic, vestal votaries and sJsLers, 

put lo death for Incest, ii. 143. 
Octavia wife of Nero, ii. 131; put 

away, ibid. ; muidrcd by Nero, 

Octavii whence they are descended, 

L81. 
Octavius Ihe lather of Augustus, i. 

8i; his acts, L 83, 85; bis 

dreames, i. ijS, 159. 
An ofiice, a Vfiuflaiibu!, i. 204. 
Oppius kindly mtrealed by Julius 

Cesar, i. 66. 
Orij;ines al Cato, i. 152. 
Orthographie of Augustus Cesar, i. 

"S3. JS4- 
Otho the Emperour his progenitors, 

ii. 174. 

L. Otbo fitther of the Emperour, ii. 
1 74 ; his praise, ii. 1 75. 

Otho the Emperour his birth, ii. 
17s; the wild ptonkea of his 
youth, ii/id. ; put in hope uf the 
Empire by Seleucus, ii. 177 ; his 



popularilie, Hid. ; farrc in debt, ii. 
177, 17S ; conspirelh against Galba, 
il. 178; saluted Emperour, ii. 179; 
accepleth the surname Nero, ibid. ; 
murderelh Galba and Piso, ibid. -, 
haunted with the ghost of Galba, 
ii. tSo ; faithfully beloved of his 
Pr^a^torian !<oldiers, ibid. ; his death 
foretokened, ii. 181 ; he is de&tted, 
ii. iSz ; minded to kill himselfe, 
Hid. ; he intended lo wed Messal- 
lina Neroes widdow, ii, 183 i de- 
tested civill warre, ibid. ; killed 
himselfe, ii. 1S4 ; his stature, pro- 
portion and habit, i6id. ; beloved 
of his soldiers, ii. 1S4, 185. 

Paconius put to death by Tiberius 

Qesar, i. 219, 22a 
P.iedenistie condemned, ii. 243 «. 
Pcedia Law, iL t[». 
P^tus Thraseas, killed by Nero, iL 

Faidiia Critcis, i. 1 50 h, 

Palilia, ii. 14, 

Pallas, a freed man of Claudius, ii. 84. 

Ponsa Consult with Hirtlus his Col- 

legue slaine, i. 88. 
Pantomime, i. IZ2 n., il. 32. 
Paris the aclour envied by Nero, ii. 

151. 
Parrutdium, what day, i. 80. 
Parthian hostages respectively honored 

by Augustus Qesar, i. 119. 
Paltr patria, a title conferred upon 

Augustus Caesar, i. 131, 
Patreifamilias,'\. 13211. 
Peace maintained by Tiberius Gcsar, 

Pccuiium, i. 184. 
Peerc at Ostia, ii. 73. 
Ptristylium, i. 105 n. 
Petfrilum, i. $8 n. 

Pestilence in Kome, ii. 136, 23:. 
Petreius his Treacherie, i. 68. 
Petronia wife of A. Vitellios the Em- 

Phagita pardoned by Julius Csesar, 

i. 67. 

Pharnaces K. of Pontus subdued by 

Jul. Cesar Dictalour, i. 41. 
Phengites a stone, ii. 251. 
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Philemon a traytor lo JuU. CJesai, 
TO THE i. 67. 

HISTORIE Pfirebe hangelh her selfe. i. 135. 

Phnniiscus, i. 151, 

Cn. Pbo wotketh ihe death of Ger- 

Pisa adopted by Gatba, ii. 169, 

177. 
PisD slalne by Ibe Span[ards, i. 21 ■». 
Pko his eonspitBcie, ii. 133. 
Pitholaus his railing verses against 

Gesai, L 69. 
Players upon tile stage restrained by 

Domitian, ii. 241. 
Plaudite, i. 166. 
A. Plautius abuied and killed by 

Nero, ii. 131. 
Pluto, why so called, ii. 181 w. _ 
Polybius s hvorile of Claudius, ii. 84, 
Pollgamie, i. 54 n. 
Pomgranale a place, ii. 235. 
Pomp of fuoeralli, i. 77 n. 
Pompeius Magnus sonne in law of 

Claudius, ii. S3 ; murdrcd, ii. 84, 

85. 
Popptea Sabina common 10 Nero and 

Otbo, ii. 176. 
Fosides an Eunucb and freed man of 



Rabihios Postomus, ii, 70. 

Rtgavielus, i. 74 ». 

Religions foraine prohibited 

Tiberius Qesar, i. 200. 
Rtliarii, what Ihcy were, ii. 2- 
Rhinoceros shewed in Rome, i 
Khodians restored to their frcedomi 

ii. 80. 
Roiall spoiles, ii. 55. 
Romane names not to be used 1 

Aliens, ii. 80. 
Romane yeeres when (hey began, ■ 

how reckoned, i. 15 h. 
Roscia law, i. 115. 
Rufinus Ctispinus murdered by Nev 

iL 132. 

Salahia Via, iL ai6. 
Sllii priests of Mars, ii. 86. 
Salvidienos Orcitus put to death I 



. 1- 134- 
■ Li be rails a Lawier, i 



a death b 



Fost-ci 



i- '*5- . 



lained by Augustus 



Pestumus yiim .. .. 

Prodigies portending Galbxs destmc- 

tion, il 169. 
Promoters or informers plagued by 

Titus the Empcrour, ii. 232 ; 

punished by DomitLin, ii. 244. 
P(0»cription in lime of the Trinm. 

virate rigorously executed by Augus- 

Psylli, i. 94-' ' " . 
FtolomEEus Auletes, 1. 23 >i. 
Putrpirium what it s^ifieth, ii, 6. 
Pulvinar, i. 121 ; iL 58, 249 «. 
Pylades the player lonished, L 112. 
Pyrallis a. Courtesan, paramour of 

Caligula, ii. 32. 
Fynhich dauoce, i. 43. 

QuiNDBCSMviRs, ii. 161. 
QuiriU^. i. 6s. 
Quinquairia, ii, 119. 



ijalvius Coccejan 

Domitian, ii. 24^. 
Saluitius Luculius put to death by J 

Domitian, ii. 246. 
Scxva bis valour, i. 64. 
Scribonia divorced from Augustnti i. 

■33- 
Scribonius an Astrologer, i. 183. 
Scribonius Libo conspirelh against 

Tiljerius Ciesar, i. igj. 
Scale or signet of Augustus Cxsax, L 

Secular plaies, i. 107, ii. 74, 189. 
Seculerts, what fencers, ii. 28 n. 
M\. Sejanus put to deaili by Tibcrii 

Ocsar, i. 214, 218 ; his death plot 

ted by him, 1. 223. 
Seleucus the Astrologer, ii. 17; 
SeleucustheCrammariao put tc 

by Tiberius Cfesar, i. 214. 
Rempronia Law, L 31 n. 
SenatDUrs number restrained, L tit. | 
Senatours sonnes honoured by / 

gustus Gesar, L 113. 
Senatours estate augmented by An* 

gustUB C:esar, i. 116. 
Seneca taned by Caligula, ii. 46- 
Seneca schoolemaisler lo Nero, i 

132; done to death 1:iy him, ibid, i 
Septimontiall sacrifice, ii. 239. 
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A S«Tp«nt Dragon, i. 327. 

A Serpent 50 cubits long, i. no. 

Seslenium in the Neuter Gendre, ii. 

124 «. 
Sextants, i. 146. 
Stxlarius, \. 146 H. 
Sexlilis the moneth named Augustus, 

I 107. 



V 90. 

mSrtiale Belhim, i. 98 n. 

r Soldierie well rewarded by Augustus, 

i. 124. 125. 
Sphartstcriuin, ii. 221. 
SpeluncB what place, i. 202. 
Spicillusthe Fencer, ii. 123, 124. 
Spcerus a great scholer, i. 154. 
Sfintria, i. 204, ii. 189; expelled by 

Caligula, ii. 13. 
Spertvla, ii. 7S. 

Spurina a famous Soothsayer, ii. 74. 
Stage players and Swordfensers eji- 

penses cut short, i. 19S. 
Statues of silver refused by Augustus, 

i. 127, 128. 
Stephanio an Actour banished, i. 122. 
Strange thinges exhibited b; Augustus 

C=esar to be scene, i. II9, ISO. 
Subdiva], i. 105 n. 
Snbarra, i. 49. 
Suggalam eoim, ii. 150 n. 
Suing indirectly for Offices reformed, 

i. lis. 
Sulla the Dictataur his i;peech of 

Jnlias CfCSar, i. 15, 16. 
Sumftuaria Ux, i. 47, tlo, 
Suferum man, i. 124 n. 
Sufra-numentm, ii, 79. 
Syiacusse, i. 143. 

Talknt of Silrer, i. 55 n. 

Tedius Afet driven by Augustus 

Ctesat to kill himsclfe, 1. 102. 
Temples refused by Augustus DEsar, 

i. 126. 

Tenants how they dwelt in Rome, ii. 



Thaiamego! an .^yptian Galley or 

Barge, i. S3- 
Theatralis law, i. 115. 
Theodonis Gadareus his saying of 

Tiberius Cxsar, i. 214, 215. 
Thessalian Vawlters, ii. 75. 
Thoti, i. 140 n. 

Tkracts what Fencers, ii. 38 n., 48. 
Thnces. Sti Thraces. 
Thrasyllus the Astrologer, i. 184,11. 16. 
Thunder and lightning, Augustus 



feared, i 
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Tiberius Csesar his descent and pedi- 
gree, L 17a, 173 ; his FathCTi 
constancie, i. 173, 174; Tiberius 
Father, yeelded his wife Livia 
Drusilla to Augustus, i. 174; 
Tiberius Cxsar his biiih, i. 174, 
175; his in&ncie and childhood, i. 
175; adopted by Gallius, ibid.; 
his youth, 1. 176; he weddeth 
Agrippina, ibid. ; he divorcelh her, 
ibid. ; he vreddeth Julia, ibid. ; 
forsaketh her, i. 177 ; his civill 
employments, ibid. ; his martjall 
exploits, i. 178 ; his Ovation and 
Triumph, ibid. ; his Magistracies, 
ibid. ; his purpose lo forsake Rome, 
and retire himselfe, ibid. ; his de- 
parture from Rome to Rhodes, i. 
171); bis behaviour at Rhodes, I. 

his dangers at Rhodes, ibid. ; hii 
retume, i. 183 1 his hopes of Ihe 
Empire, ibid. ; adopted by Augus- 
tus, i. 1S4 ; his promotions, L 1S4, 
185 ; his hard warlare in Iltyricum, 
i. 185 ; hiii prosperous successe, 
ibid. ; his Honours, ibid. ; his cir- 
cumspect providence in warre- 
affiiircs, i. 186, 187 ; his maitiall 
Discipline,!. 187; his superstitioiu 
observations, ibid. ; like to have 
beene murdred, if 1*1^. ; his Triumph, 
ibid. ; his thankfUll munificence to 
Baton, ibid. ; he feasteth the people 
of Rome, i. 18S ; he entreth upon 
the Empire, i. 191 ; his manner of 
refusing the Empire, conlrcjled, 
ibid. ! he distroslelh Libo, i. 191, 
193 ; his civill cariage at his first 
'- 193; he hated Halterie, 
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INDEX i. 194 ; he contemaeth Libels, elc, 

TO THE i^id. ; he debaseth himsclfe over- 

HISTORIB much to his Scnalours, i. 195; his 
tespect of [he Senate, ibid. ; his 
courteous humanily, i. 197 ; his 
■nodeiatioD, il/id. ; his worthy 
Apothegme, ibid. ; he tooseth both 
'" ' ; rclirelh himsclfc 



into Campania, iliid. ; cscapelh a Enper 
great dajiget, Hid. ; his ceglect of Father 
the wenic publick, i. 203; his 
diunkennesBC and glultonie, ibid. ; 
his nick-names, i. 303, 205 ; his 
Nigardisc, i. 306; his covetous- 
nesse, i. ao?, aoS ; his polling and 
pilling, i. 3tiS, 309 ! hb hard hart 
to his wife Julia, i. log ; his hatred 
10 his kinsfolk, ibid. ; his unkind- 
nesse to Livia his owne Mother, ii. 
309, 310; his quaretl unto her, i. 
aio, an ; hestarved lodealhNero fell 
and Drasus his Nephewes, L 213 ; 
hii cruelty nnto Noble Komane 
Ciliiens, i. 314 ; bis close and 
cniell nature, 1.214-217! his cruelly 
to Greeke piofessours, i. 314: his 
ipen cruelty, i. 3l8, 319 ; he dc- 



tion, ii. 3x5 ; his birth and educa- 
tion, ibid. ; poysoned with Britan- 
nicas, ii. 235, 226 ; he loved 
BiitHonicus entirely, ii. 226 ( his 
good parts, ibid. ; his war-service, 
u. 226, 227 ; he divoiseth Martia 
Flavia, ii. 227 ; hee assiulielh and 
futceth at IIieruSBleni, idid. ; saluted 
ibiJ. ; suspected of his 
32S ; he cleereth him- 
selfe, ibid. ; hee rulelh the Empire 
joynetly with his Father, iMd. ; 
his violent and cruelt demeanoi, 
ii. 328, 339 ; suspected for riotous 
life, ii. 339 ; for wanlonnesse, ibid. ; 
for eilortion, ibid. ; his honest con- 
versation and princely cariage every 
way, ii. 339, 230 ; his sumpteoas 
spectacles, ii, 230 ; a most gracious 
Prince, ii. 330, 231 ; what mishaps 



; his 



vised new torments, !. 320 ; haled 
of the world, i. 321 ; io continnall 
feare, ibid, ; exposed to the reviling 
taunts of men, i. 223 ; his stature, 
feature, etc, i. 324, 325; irreligi- 
ous, i. 325 ; fearefull of Thunder 
and IJghtning, ibid. ; his Studies 
and Writings, ii. 235, 326 ; he 
forbare to speake Greeke, i. 226 ; 
he was very healthful!, i. 235 ; he 
falleth sicke, i. 237 ; his dealb, i. 

228, 129; his death foreshewed, i. 
329 ; it contenleth the people, i. 

229, 230; his coip^ burnt, i. 230; 
his will and testament, ibid. 

Tigellinus s bloud-hound of Nero, 

odious to the people, ii- i68._ 
A Tigre shewed by Augustus, i. 119, 



Tiiidates shewed a 



by his owne brother Domitiao, 
ii. 333 ; hb untimely death, ii. 333, 
234 ; honoured after death, ii. 234. 

A treasurie erected by Augustus Cisai 
for Souldiers, i. 125. 

Tribunes of Com. created oni 
Gentlemen, i. 114. 

Tiium ph irate, i. 113. 

Troie warlike game, i. 44, 1 19. 

Trefai, ii. 61 n. 

Tkmieali, ii. 28 n. 

Tuscus killed by Nero, ii. 132. 

VALBiitus Catullus abused 

Cali^la, ii. 33. 
Vaionilla a vestal votarie put to 

death for incest, ii. 243. 
Varus his overthrow, i. 97, 98, iSj. 
Vatinia Law, i. 30. 
Venice Gulfe, i. 40 n. 
Venus Eryeines Temple, ii. Si. J 

Vestal Virgins of what respect, L tTSakl 
Vindex rebelleth. ii. 138. 
Folia Vespasia mother of Vespasian 

the Emperour, ii. 204. 
Vespasian the Empetours birth, ii. 

304 ; his Education, ii. 305 ; be 

espDuseth Flavia Domililla, ibid. ; 

his Mattiall exploits, iL 3o6-308t 

sumaroed in mockerie, MnKo, K^ 
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307 ; in diseiace with Nero, Hid. ; 
his empiie foresignified by sundric 
signes, ii. 3oS-~3io; friecded by 
Vologcsus, King of the Parlhiaos, 
iL 311 ; how he acquired princely 
aukjestie, ii. 313; tie Iriumpheij 
over the Jewel, Hid. ; he leformeth 
mtUtuic discipline, ii. 313 ; his 
care to repaire biiildinges in Rome, 
iL 314; his workes and buildings, 
itiJ. ; hee refoimeth the judicial! 
Courts, etc., ii. 215 ; he repressctk 
unbridled lust and lavish expence, 
Md. ; not vaineglorioQS, ii. 315, 
9i6 ; his patience, ii. 316 ; his 
meicie and pittie, ii, 317, 3i8 ; 
noted Tor Avaiice, ii, 318, 219; a 
malolaiocr of learning and learned 
men, ii. 319; sumamed Cybiosasles, 
iL 330; his stalare, etc., 1 ji</. ; 

Sen 10 skartile skoSs, ii. 331; 
pretjr jests, iL 321-333 ; his 
death, ii. 334. 
Vibius Ciispns his saying of Domi- 
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Vineyards goe to decay under Domi- 

Vinicius hit conspirncie, ii, 133. 

Viseiratie, what it is, L 43 n. 

Visitation of fonwne Provinces and 
Citties by Auguitui Cesar, i. 133, 
134- 

Vilellia a goddesse reputed, iL iS6. 

A. Vitellius the Etnperour his rising, 
iL 189 : his descent and Fedigreo, 
ii. 186 ; his moderate behaviour in 
the Province, ii. 190 ; hia iewdc 
Demeanoar in Rome Cillie, ibid. ; 
his birth, iL 189; he killeth his 
own Sonne Feirooiinus, ii. 190 ; 
driven to extremities for neede, 
ii. 191 ; hii unseemely aRability 

■ •■ndpoptilarity, ii. 193; proclaimed 



Itnpemtor, ibid. ; sumamed Cer- 
manicus, ii. 193; refuseth other 
titles in his style, ibid. ; his exem- 
plaile Justice done upon traytots, 
iL 194 ; his insolende and pride, 
ibid. ; surnamed Spintria, ii. 1S9 ; 
sumCcous at bis table, ii. 196, 197 ; 
he saciiRceth to the Ghost of Nero, 
ii. tgs i his gtuttonie, ii. 196 ; his 
Platter, ibid. ; his cruellv, ii. 197 ; 
unto Astrotc^ers especially, ii. I^ ; 
impious to bis mother, ibid. -, his 
largesses, ii. 199 ; minded to resigns 
up the Empire, ibid. ; he (irelh 
Jopiters Temple upon the Capitol, 
iiid, ; sumamed Concord, ii. 300; 
murdred with shamefull indignities, 
ii. 301 : his shape and stature, 
ibid. ; be maketh head against 
Otho, ii. 181. 

P. Vitellius, ii. 187. 

Q. Vitellius removed from IbeS enate 
ii. 1S7- 

P. Vitellius culteth his owne veioes, 
iL 187. 

L, Vitellius doted upon a woman, 
ii. 188; devoted to Caius Czsar, 
iMd, ; to Mcssollina, ifu/. ; his 
death, iL 189. 

Ultimum mMlicium what it is, i. 33. 

Vologcsus afiected to Nero, ii. 153. 

Voluccr, the horse of Vetus the 
Emperor, ii. 48 h. 

Vonaoes perlidiously killed by the 
means of Tiberius Caesnr, i. 20g. 

Wavfaring mkn how ibey should 

travell, ii. So. 
Wine not allowed by Augustus, i. 117. 
Wintermoneths which they be,L 17W. 

ZEt40 confined by Tiberius CXsar, 
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AN INDEX TO THE ANNOTATIONS 



i, 236. 



ACCBNSUS, what officer, i 

Acclamalions, ii. 2S9. 

Adoptions of ij sorts, i. aoo. 

AduUeria, ii. 260. 

/dgle Ihe Romane Mainestandard, i 

244. 
jlineas kind to his father Anchisea, 

ii. 275. 

Agiippa: who they be, i. 274. 

Ajax, i. 348. 

Alonxon killed Eriphyie his ownc 

mother, ii. 275. 
AleuindrcH in .'Egypt, i. 246. 
Alliintis dies, iL 281. 
Amazones what wc 
Dt Anibitu Laves, 
Amphora what measure, i. aSc 
Ambubaia, ii. 272. 
Ancilia, ii. 280. 
AmtaUs 01 Annaria Lawes, 

whjr so called, ii. 359. 
Anmma, i. 2^6. 



Atricapilla what bird, i. 280, 
Atlx, who they he, i. 274. 
Auguies and Augurium, L 351 
Aifguralis cima, i. 256. 
AugmtaUs, priests, li. 378 ; 
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Anticyis, ii. 264. 

Antipatei Sidonius his Ague, L, 265, 

Apis, what Idol, i, 26g. 

'AraKoKM-fiTTiMit, ii. 374. 

Apollo pEean, ii. 275. 

Apollo Hecatcbcletes, ii, 175. 

Apopleiie, ii, 2S1. 

Appeale unio the people, i. 233. 

Arta, ii. 388. 

Armie, Romane, i. 252. 

Aitaieries Mneraon, i. 259. 

Aspia the Serpent, i. 351. 

Asprenas Nonius accused (or poysoa- 



Bals to pUy with divers sorts, L 

Basilides, ii. 3 S3. 

Bathing much, r. 266. 

BibeHus, i. 279. 

Bisseilile or Leape yeere, i. 341. 

Blackebiid commended, L 280. 

Bwibi, ii. 371. 

BonHHi Fiutum, i. 246 ; ii. 381. 

Boifdwrfa, signilieth a great sacrifice : 
a word compounded of /Sw, which 
is ij-TtTaTutDii and Burla, or of PoOi, 
i. Boi an ox. And such were theii 
Hecalemha, whereat a th 
oxen were killed, ii. loS. 

Bracata Gallia, i. 337. 

Bracx or Brachx, i. 247, 266. 

Bridges in Campus Martins, i. 347. 

Brnlus supposcJ to be Julius '^ — 
Sonne, 1. 24S. 

Busauchencs, i. 282. 

CXSK. Adjiciales, i. 371. 
Qestu in a duple signiticalion, 
Caius Cccsar killed, i. 260. 
C. Caisttr his sodaine death, i. _ 
C, Julius Qcsar how deeply endebto^A 
'■ =35- 
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Caliei LunaXi, i. 256. 

Catdus, i. 379. 

CaHga what it is, ii. 160. 

Catigaii, what soldiers, 1. 253. 

Caligula excessive at table eupcnces, 

ii. 265. 
Caligula cnunler&iteth thunder and 

lightning, ii. 265. 
Calhpides, i. 279. 

Camp daple why piohibited, ii. 287. 
Canace, ii. 271. 
Cancers, what they be, i. 261. 
Candidates, i. 237, 259, 260. 
Candida Toga differeth from Alba, i. 

Cuumus Rebilus his Consulate, L £45. 

Canis, who.! chaunce, i. 263. 

Capitolium, ii. 266. 

Cardiaca Cardialgia, Ii 267. 

Carmelus, ii. 282, 2S3. 

Casca and Cassius, i. Z47. 

C«£tar hordl)' cnticated by CaUguIn, 

Cauda, i 274. 

Cavntai, i. 269. 

CiHiumviri, i. 256. 

CenttHHViralit iasia, ii. 2S3. 

Ceres priestesses named ^n/iifiVic for 
their holmesse and chastitie, were 
no lesae honored at Athens, than 
the Vestal Nuns in Rome, ii. loS. 

Cbariotiers factions how distinguished, 
ii. 269. 

Chiui, what chaunce, i. 3G3. 

Cicero what hce said as touchmg his 
brothers Demy-personage, ii. a6l. 

Cimtdus, i. 262. 

CitcenEcs Games, i. 240; when ex- 
hibited, i. 277- 

Qralpine Gaule. i. 237. 

Civick guirland, i. 332, 27S. 

Gvilily in Emperoms, i. 258. 

Civil, in Suetonius, what it sigiiilielh, 
ii. 359. 

Claudius the Emperour, compared lo 
a dumb Player in a Shew, ii. 267, 

Clients and Patrons, i. 232. 

Climacterick yeere, i. 248. 

Codeta, what place, i, Z41. 

Colonies, i. 257. 

Coloniet Latine, i. 233. 

CoIosKTOs, ii. 264. 



Colossus, ii. 283. INDEX 

Comata Gallia, i. 237- Ttt THE 

Comilialis Ltgcs, what Lawes, il. 8S9- ANNOTA- 
Comilialimerbus. .S'« Falling- Sicke- TIONS 

Comitium, what place, i. 233. 

Cemniilittnts, \. 253. 

Comxdies the olde, and who wrote 

them, i. 368. 
Coi^giaries, i. 23S. 
Consuls reckoned for Soveraine 

Magistrates after the free State, ii. 

2fr3. 

Co/^, ii. 273. 
Cornelia Law, i. 255. 
Cfus, what chaunce, i. 3G3. 
Criers for the best Gatne, ii. 27a. 
Cubiculiim, what it signifieth, ii. 370. 
Curia and Curie, i, 235. 
Cutilice what waters, ii. 284. 
Cybele, i. i&a. 
Cynicks, ii. 283. 

Decerbs, whal Galley, ii. 265. 
Dccurieius what (hey are, i. 357. 
Depilaiora raedicina, ii. 280. 
Dialects, L aSl. 
Dialis, i. 345. 
Dialis c^na, 1. 356. 
Dictort and Dictator, i. 246. 
Divisorn what they are, t. 235, 
249. 



Dentini IntularHm, ii. 375. 
Deminus, i. 358. 

Domltian more Sanguinaiie than 
- ii, 289. 



Drusilla, Claudius the Emperoun 

wife, ii. 267. 
Dukiarius, i. 279. 

Ellkbor, where the best, ii. 264. 

EmbUmata, i. 2S2. 

Epulimts, i. 373. 

Equtslria, wbat place In the Theatre 
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INDXX 'W*<™. "oi ill«rt, ominous worfes, 
TO THE "• !f76. 

ANNOTA- EtQ"" Venus, LL 167. 
TIONS Ewycbus, i. 270. i. 230. 

Eiecodons, in whal pUce of Ihe 

C«mpe ihcy were done, iL zjg. Janus Qi 

Expioratorti, who they are, ii. *65. 



Hidrta, i. jS2. I 

HittffKUj, ii. ly*. 

HS, whai it significUi, and m> iD«tlw 



. his Temple, i 



FABiusMAXiH[TSco[iiineiideii,i.i76. 
Fictions of Plains, ii, 271. 
Faminalia and Tibialia, i. 266. 
Failing udcnesse, i. 342, 343. 
Fasting Uota all foode, howe loDg 

tolerable, i. 259. 
Fislina ItHtf, i. 253, 
Ficeduta what bird, t. 2S0. 
Flamins, i. 231, 24;. 
Flmriani, Priests, ix. 37S. 
Flavius Clemens a iWelyte snd 

Cbristian, ii. 288. 
Foole or Physidan, i. iSl. 
Fera, i. 254. 
Fiicasies reprehended by Cornelius 

Celsus, ii. 283. 
FuHOits, whal horses, i. 275. 

Galli, iL 276, 277. 

Colli Priests of Cybele, i. 262. 

Games sacred which (hey were, ii. 

272. 
Genius of the Emperaur, ii. 263. 
Gentlemen in youth how trained up, 

Gentlemen of Rome, their estate,!. 339. 
Gennaniciani, who they be, i. 277, 

ii. 2S0. 
Gesution, whal exercise, ii. 284. 
Goales in the Cirque, i. 241. 
Gods and goddesses Select, i. 26a. 
Gowne, the Romane habite, i. 257. 
Gratia Magna, i. 250. 
Grapkium, i. 247, ii. 263. 
Gymnick Games, and Gymnasiun:i, i. 



a?!. 






Hark commended, i. 28a 
HaUesofJusiiee, 1.254. 
Hecalebeletes, ii. 275. 
Height of men, i. 264, 281. 
Htmifltgia, ii. 2S1. 
Hercules enraccd, ii. 272. 
Hersilia, ii. 183. 
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Icarus and his bblc, ii. 270l 

Ides of the moneth, L 256. 

Jewes, put for Chiistians, iL 267. 

Ilium, I. 246, 

Jmhria!, ii. 271. 

Imptrater how divenly lakeo, L 277. 

ImpMiUHlia, i. £44. 

Inftria, \. Z48. 

li^eritances TatamttUaritt and Lc- 

giiinii, L 231. 
lHicrt.t, t. 2S2. 
fasula, ii. 274, 275. 
/evis Efulutn, i. ijS. 
Ira and Irattmdia, how thcT diSe 

ii. 368. 
Isthmus, L 242. 
Julia Uw, i. 255. 
Jalius the moneth, L 24J. 
Julius Montasus, ii. 272. 
Jupiter bii Ecs^pies, ii. 165. 
/■u, what ii is, L 278. 
/uT^ViHinatRamcwhalit bMokotetli, I 

ii. 260. 
Ittmiialia, ii. 270. 
iMtiaut seiwuii erdinii, iL 373. 

Kalends of Januarie, L 334. 
KaioTfia, vibkt it is, ii. 274. 
iCing of Kings, il 26a. 
Knights Living what it was, ii 367. 

LABBBitJS quiltclh Cicero with s I 

scoSe, i. 240, 141. 
Larti, Lararium, ii. 360. 
Lntro, ii. 264. 
Lotus Clonus and Laticlavii, i. 256, 1 

ii. 282. ' 

Law Sempronia, L 237. 
Cn. Lentulus of great wealth, i. 38ol 
M. Lepidus his death, i. 232. 
Lcvana, what Goddes, i. 349. 
Libellers punished, i. 259. 
Liiera Le£ariii, \. 278. 
Libertines, who ihcy were, L 333, 

253- 
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librarie at Aleiandrea, ii. 
Linigtri, ii. 2S6. 
Litan, i. 270. 
Livia Ihe Empresse what 

bad, i. i^l. 
Ltrarii, why so called, ii. 263. 
Loxias, an Altiibtite of Apollo, ii. 

376. 
Luftrei, i. 245. 
LMStmm, i. 270. 

Macta, i. 370. 

Mcecenas noted lo be Uxorius, J. 262; 

taxed for curions irimming of him- 

telfe, and for aRi»;[ate speech, i. 

267, 368. 
Hteniiu and MLeniaoa, ii- 361. 
Magistrates Superiour and Infeiiour, 

i. 235. 
Magistrates at Rome who were pio- 

pecly called, ii. 270. 
Manci/alh, what il is, i. 2G0. 
Manage enforced by Law, i. 255, 

256. 
Mars the levenget and his Temple, 1. 

352. 
Mater Deum what Coddetse, i. 362. 
McUnmalia, \\. 283. 
Mausoleom, i. 271. 
Maxima vtstalis. i. 248, 272. 
MetaDocoryphus whit bud, i. iSa 
Meltila dtllaiia, i. 279, ii. 273. 
Mercurius his Enstgne, ii. 265. 
Mero, i. 279. 
Melellus perswadelh for Maiiage, i. 

36S. 
Milliarium in Rome, what it was, ii. 

279. 
Mini what Ihey be, 1. 240. 
MirmHlaits, ii. 265. 
Miriilrichiltt, ii. 273. 
Maitret, a Galley, ii. 265, 
Monopolie, t. 282. 
Marari, ii. 274, 
Mortalities with peitilcnee, ii. 275. 

NAt;FHiLD5, ii. 375. 
Nemesb, i. 368, 369. 

Neplunes mace, ii. 265. 
Nero, what il sigoilieth, 1 
Nestor: 



Nict 









Nomi in >%ipt, ii. 377. 
!f»minalia, ii. 270. 
Noneioflhe Moneth, i. 356, 257. 
Neva Tabula, i. 341. 
Nundina what Goddesse, ii. 270. 
NiindiMt, i. 369. 

OcbllaTjC, i. 267. 
Oclephorum what Ucler, i. 27S. 
CEdipus, ii. 272. 
Ops, i. 349, 262. 
Opiimates wbo they be, i. 334. 
: Oplimus Maximus, i. 246. 
Orbis in i] sign ideations, i. 362. 
Orthestra, i. 140, ii. 267. 
Oicus, ii. 376, 
Orestes killed his mother, ii. 271, 

»75- 
Olho his costly feasting of Nero, ii. 

273 ; his elTeminade, ii. 280. 
OvtUio, i. 252. 
Ovilia, i. 376. 

VKhv, ii. 275. 

Pagani, ii. 378. 

Palitia, what feast, ii. 361. 

Papia Poppxa Iaw, i. 255, 256, ii. 
266. 

ParmulariUS, a. 387. 

Parricidium a day, i. 248. 

Parricidium what crime, i. 342. 

Fanicides punishment, i. 255 ; pun- 
ished by Claudius, ii. 26S. 

Pasiphse, ii. 27a 

Paltr/amilias, ii. 2S7. 

Patrones aod Clients, i. 3Si- 

Pigmart!, and Pipnatis, ii, 262, 

P^,iiial<L i 2 

PcDtathlon, i. 241. 

PtrducUienis crime, i. 233. 

Peiiodicall di.'ieases, i. 265. 

Phxlan and hia bbulous historic, il. 

Phaler^, ii. 273, 274. 

Phesants why called Phasiani, ii. 261. 

i\aifim, ii. 2S4. 

*u\Xo^o\(a, ii. 383. 

De Plana, i. 278. 

Pleistoiolinda, ii. 273. 

Pluto, ii. 276. 

Polemones, King of Pontus, ii. 271, 
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INDEX PolyctaCes glutled with piosperity, 
TO THE ^V"^- 

ANNOTA- Palypi>»e>^ "no Pl»gan. "- »74- 
1 IONS p^^,ifa^„ ,^„. ii. 3^ 

Fapulans who they are, i. 334. 
Pipularia, what pUce \a the Theatre, 

ii. 267. 
Pound Komuic. ii. 278, 379, 
PrtUxta wh« Robe, i. 234, J3S. 
Pntleitala verba, ii. 1S4. 
Prrctorian soldioure, i, J77- 
Priiicipia, what place tn the Csmp, 



Sabbats, i. 264. 
Sagtttit, iL 279. 
Saliarts Epula, ii. 268. 
Salinalor whereof he tooke that n 

i. 775- 

Sardinia, a pestileot place, i. 379. 
Saturnalia, ij. 283 ; bow and when 

celebraled, ii. 36a. 
Scala Cemania, i. sSo. 
Scarns a deticale fith, ii. 281. 
Scalinia Law, i. 155. 
SceltraSa porta and Seeleratus viau. 



Pravineia Calari, L 2J7, 

Pnttidiaria, L 257. 

Pvpuli, i. 357, 

Pnclaria, Coiuulara, i. 357. 

Piylli, L 251. 

PtolenuECs coonted dead, i. 251. 

Publicanes, i. 236, 353. 

Pulmnar, i. 245. 

Fyrrhick daunces, i. 240. 

Pythagoras, ii. 273. 

Quad SAG Bs I HA, ii. 282. 
Quimieceinvirs, i. 246, 272. 
Quinqualria, L 263. 
Quiitliuiat iL 272. 
Quinlilii what Moneth, i. 245. 
QHtriler, i. 345. 

KecTj« Cxxx, ii. 270. 

Regall ensignes what they be, ii. 261. 

R^aliolus, what bird, L 247. 

Regions of Rome City, i. 339, 349. 

Ripudium what it is, i. 231. 

Riliarii what fensets, ii. 264. 

Rex NemoTensis, ii. 265. 

Rhegium, why so called, i. 250. 

Riding of Romane Genilemen, i. 2S6. 

Ring-finger, i. 239. 

Rings ofEOld and yron, i. 272. 

Rogatic, what it is, i. 233. 

Romane playes, L 377. 

Rttiaria, li. 273. 

Roscia Law, i. 250. 

Restra, i. 372. 

Rutulim RufuK, i. 332. 
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i. 366. 

alica, L 265. 
Scuitaii, what Soldiers, L 2 
Scale of Rome, i. 269. 
Sciliones tl Salunz, ii. 3S0. 
Secular Games, i. 255. 
Sttena, ii. 262, 
Senuoun badges, i. 356. 
S^lemvirs, i. 272. 
Stptiumium, ii. 285. 
Sestrrtiut what place, ii. 27( 
Sordidati, i. 27 j. 
SfieculatBrts and Sfiitulalorts, i. 263, 

ii. 27s. 
Sphinx, i. 257, 258. 
Spongia, i. 267, 
SportuUi, ii. 37a 
Suture of men. See Hei^hth. 
Steechades what Islands, ii. 36 
Stnmgurie, i. 265. 
Sttbtgit in a duple sence, i, 243. 
Sudamina, i. 2S3. 
Sulta proscribetb Ihe Marian Fl 

'. ^33- 

Sumftuana Lawes, i. 243, 355. 
Stiovetaurilia, what sacrifice, i. 27a. 
Supplication, what it is, L 337, 33S. 
Suslulit in a duple sense, ii. 275. 
Swimming commended, i. 260. 
Syracuse, i. 263. 

TABELLAiti« Naves, ii. 271. 

Tali, ii. 273. 

Talarum Lusus, i. 363. 

Timplum, i. 270. 

Terlia dedutia est, i, 243. 

Ttsiera, ii. 277. 

Tester, ii. 271. 

Tetiaanes what birds, ii. 361. 

Tcx'^^vo'i >■ 363. 
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TWELVE C^SARS 



TTkeatraiis law, i. 250. 

TTtenstB^ i. 245. 

Thraces or Threces what fensers, ii. 

264. 
Thiaseas Paetus, judicially conTented, 

ii. 271. 
Thrasyilus a ^eat Astrologer, L 276. 
Thunder in uure wether, i. 286. 
Tiberius Caesar noted by Augustus, 

i. 276. 
Tiberius, the younger, his pittifiill 

death, ii. 262. 
Tibur City, an healthie place, i. 279. 
Tiridates, a great magician, ii. 273* 
Tithing of men, i. 244. 
Tithes, what they be, ii. 285. 
Toga Gracanica, ii. 286. 
Togata GtUlia, i. 237. 
Tol/endum, i. 250. 

Tribes Urbane and Rustique, i. 234. 
Tribunes of the commons Inviolable, 

». 233- 
Tribunes Militane, i. 232. 

Triumphalis cana, i. 256. 

Triumphal ornaments, 1. 256. 

Triumvirate, i. 249. 

Troie Tumament, L 241. 

Tyoica, ii. 275. 

Trppae, what it was, ii. 278. 

Tumcaiif ii. 265. 

Turdus. S^ Blackebird. 



Vallarb Coronets, i. 253. 

Varro, i. 242. 

Venus what chance, i. 263. 

Venus Genitrix, i. 244. 

VeracuUoi vericuH^ ii. 281. 

Vera/rices, L 281. 

Vestal virgins peacemakers, i. 231. 

Vestall Nuns convicted of Inconti- 

nende in what sort buried quicke, 

ii. 287. 
Veteres, i. 272. 
Viaticum^ what it is, i. 244. 
Victorie her image, ii. 278. 
Vindez, iL 277. 
Virile robe, i. 249. 
Visire what it is, ii. 267, 268. 
Voconia Law, i. 273. 
Vomiting much, ii. 281. 
Vowes, i. 270; the forme thereof, 

i. 278. 
Uxoriii ii. 280. 

Wars, wherof they take name, i. 

252. 
Water-snake, ii. 260. 

Xystici what spectacles, i. 257. 

Zbnodorus an Architect, iL 283. 
Zopyrus a Physiognomer, ii. 285. 
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